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Introduction 

This book is a translalion of the sccond part of  he repon of  he Commission for 
the Exploration of the Mckonp. I t  ctln~inues thc i ~ i n ~ r a q  nf the first hook: Francis 
Gmicr.  Tr~vrls in Crrtr~hdiu i ~ ~ r c l  Purl of lcr0.v. Both hwks are rt~mplcmented 
by the third volumc in this English edition published hy White Imtus: Louis 
Delaporte and Francis Garnier. A Pit-torill1 Jorirt~e~. on rht Old MrX-ong: 
Cutnlmdiu. is lo.^ and Yutrmn. which prcscnts a fullcr pictorial record of the 
Commission's ilineraq. All volumes arc available separately. 

The spelling nf place namm in this book follow the original. In some cases the 
Rornanization dimcrs from rntdem usage. hut to have intrtlduced any changes in 
the tcxt could hwc made it dificult fnr thc reader to follow the Cornmission's 
i t ine rq  on the maps. In most cases. the differences arc not great. and readers 
should have no difficulty identifying thc modem names of the placcs mentioned. 

The Commission arrivud in I , w g  Prabang. thcn a fairly independent kingdom 
under thc tutelage or the Siamcw government in Bangkok hut also payin3 tribute 
to nthcr ncighhoring states at variuus rimes during this perid, to spcnd some 
time thcrc awaiting hctter weather conditions. Present-day northern h o s  was 
less pxuxful then. The various principalities wcre constantly at war and thc Muslim 
rebellion in Yunnan displaced olher tribes who sought rcfuge and a livelihood in 
thc nciphboring small states. All these nominaHy under [he tuteligc of China 
S i m ,  Annarn (w British India. Thc Shan Statcs were the 1a1m.s most distant outposl 
in this part of the world hut even the British were not keen to intcrrere in the 
intcmecine struggles among thc various dhes. 

Truvels it1 Cumhdiu uttd Yurt rg Lrrm cndcd with a decision to follow the 
coursc of the hlckong. hoping  hat the rumors, about wars in the countries the 
French expedition was now cnlering. had been exaggerated. 'I'hc route chosen 
was along the Mckong river, in kwping with thc primary ohjeaive nf the mission. 
to explore and sludy the great river and, if at all possible. find ways to extend 
French gnvcmmcn~al and ct~mmcrcial influence into the countries adjoining Tonkin 
and Annm. 



Francis Ciiarniur unded the first volurnc wirh a drscrip~iun of thc conditions in 
which thc Commission now found itself In 1-uang Prdhang. most of lhc data 
collcc~rd so  Car. including collections of plants and geological samples. were 
sent to Ranskok. There too. the memhcrs or thc Crlmmissiun rcduced their 
pcrsvml bclougings to the strict minimum for the rcmaindw of the journey. The 
rcaxons wcrc twofold. l.'irst. a pnssihlc shift to an overland route would not allorv 
much luggage to be carried. Sccvndly. thc nlcmbers of the expedition already 
rrdizcd that there were insufficient funds to complete the exploration-a mishap 
brought on them by an cxccssivcly long stay in Iawer Iaos, whilc thcy waited 
for the necessary passpnrtx from China to catch up with the expedition. In thc 
end. it was Francis Gamier himwlf who traveled back to I'norn Pcnh Lo collccl 
the passports. Hc notcd thc p c a t  indiflerence with which the wholc undcrlakiny 
was treated by the authorities in the French colony of' Cochinchina of which the 
countries being cxplorcd would have been the logical commercial cxtcnsiuns. 

Thus, in light bats,  wilh lighter baggage and very light wallcts indcd,  thc 
members of the expedition and thcir Annamite and Tqal escort left. on a kautiful 
day in May 1 867. wilh a hmvy hcarl for what they sensed would k a tumultuous 
adventuw nthcr  than a pcaccful journey of scientitic caploralion. 

Dr. Walter E. J. -[ips 

June 1'9% 



Chapter 1 

At the momcnr of our dcp;lrlure from Luang habane. the effcc~s of ~ h c  first 
rains had already made thernw-lves felt on the river, Le uratcrs of u=hich had ri.wn 
more than one mcler. wc cmbarkcd on thc morning 01- 25 May 1867. A nicc 
south-wcs~crly hrcx-ze and thc natural freshness of our aquaric rcmle promised a 
less hot. more plcasanr day than those we had spent in our camp. 

A littlc disuncc from thc city. thu river n m w e d  and took on a wild and 
turbulent appearance. The mountains on the hanks showd their semtcd crests 
and thcir rwky surfaces. Their lasl shelves, which ovcrhung thc river. wcrc often 
surmounted by pyramids, thc tombs of pious monks or  h e  shrines of supposed 
relics. the uprvd-thrustins forms of which harmonized with ihc landscape. A 
little above 1,uang Pmhang. on the left hank of thc river, onc of thew ich~ts 
appcard: it was picturequcly situated at a comer formd by tht river and a small 
affluent. The mountain that served as i ~ s  pedestal was called t%ou Kieo. A littlc 
fuder, on the oppositc bank and at the entrance to one of rhuse caves h a t  wcrc 
so plentiful in the c a k m o u s  rocks. there was n gigantic staturr of the Buddha. 

In thc evening, we arrived ar the confluence of the Nam Hou. the rivcr which 
Commander dc L a m  had thought of ascending for n while. .\cross from it? 
mouth and on the right hank of thc river. high cliffs rose up vcnicallp On thcir 
flank was a cave d e e p  than the preceding ones and which thc indigenous ~ p l c  
had transforrncd into a sanctuary. Wc climbcd to it wilh the hclp of thc steps cut 
out of the rocks. Thc breaks in the rock constituted a sort of balcnny, the pillars 
and the balustrade of which werc completed and regularized by the hand of man. 
outside thc gigantic and irregular opening to the cave. The view of thu river from 
here was imposing. It was no longer an infinite ~rspect ivc  in which  he blue of 
rhe watcr and the sky merged in dazzling light and in which only thu far-off rows 
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of palm trces and the huts half hidden in their shadows interrupted the contnun 
of a landscape that was both inlpocinp and rnonc~tonous. Here, the river was not 
cvcn three hundred meLen wide and its winding course was hordered by rocky 
walls which wcrc ovcfiowered hy thc h i~arrc  serrations of the mountains hchind 
them. Some ten meters hclow us. the waters which were nlrcady rnudcly and always 
fast-flowing, bathed the foot of the staircase leading to thc balcony and caused 
the light boat which was waiting ror us to hit the rocks. It was an admirahlc placc 
to see the pirogue races, so frequently held in Laos, or to cnjoy thc illun~inat~onc 
with which the locals often enhanced the splendor of their tropical night\. Sonic 
distance from there. the calm. hlack waters of the Nam Ilou mixcd with rhc 
yellowish watcrs of thc Mekong river and the demarcation line that separated 
them wavcrcd ahout tlic mouth of tho river, following the variable relation between 
the speeds of thc two currents. Opposite uh. on thc Icft, the golden color of s 
s:rnd hank cut hrightly into the dark color of the neighboring rocks. hehind which 
the sun had already disappeared and the tops of which rosc up, bl:~ck. ngainrt a 
red sky. 

Plate 1 A carriage of t h p  Lord B~udiilirr in cr c-a\v (drrrw:irt,q I?! E. TltPrnrlrl). 



Chapter 1 

ACtcr having enjoyed this spxtacle fnr a moment. we cntcrcd the c a w .  Buddhas 
orall sizes were slacked up  in cveer  nook and cranny; flowers. banntrs. umhrelhs. 
all kinds oC votive ohjucts decnratcd the altars. l'hc flickering of the torchcs 
which gave us light caused greal shadows to &dance in the dcplhs of this natural 
temple and made the figurc 01- the pruphct of Kapilavaston. normally so calm. 
look grolcsque. Dcspite the originality of this religious decoration, I askrd 
1nyw1C if it detracted from the natural grmdcur of the cavc and whclhcr the 
sparkling of stalactiks would not have been prcrcrable to the faded gildine and 
the humidity-staincd colors of thcsc Buddhist trinkets. It was csplcially ~ravclcrs 
and the oarsmen of thc river who were the pious devotees orthis  cave. The priests 
who scrved it l i v d  on the oppr~site bank in the villagc of Pak Hou and never 
1;lckcd flowers or offerings. During the high watcrs, thc rivcr rose to thc cnlrancc 
o r  the cave ilsclf. In 185h. an exceptional rise had partly flwdcd it and thc 
inhabitants had indicated thc hcight ro which the watcr had risen. wilh a red linc 
drawn a hit further up thc plain colored. venical wall oC~hu rock. This line indic;itrsd 
a difference o r  17.5 mcters between ~ h c  lowest Icvcls and thc level of thc 
inundation of that m-c~rd year. The usual ditkrcncc, resulting Crtml takine the 
avlrrage of wvcral nnrmnl );cars. was only 10.7 mrtcrs. 

Thc houscs r f h e  village oTPak Hou wcrc scattered along rhe IcTt sidc. k h i n d  
rhc sand h n k  I have mcntioncd. which formcd a sorl of creek nr natural harhr 
where our pirryucs wen: alrcady moorcd Tor the nigh[. From all points of view* 
this htation was exceptionally comfnrtablc: instead of our narrow pirogucs. huts 
built on thc sand. for thc use of travelers, scrved as our bedrooms. 

Yight was alrcady falline: I hastened lo go up-river in a light h tu t  to ~ n i ~ k c  a 
li.w soundings; uonducred by two oarsmen. J asccnded a mile o r  twn on the course 
or  the Kam H w .  The current was almosl xru. the watcrs were as  clcllr a ~ l d  silent 
;L\ the watcrs uf the Mekong river were murky and turhulcnt. Glidiny along thc 
rocky wall which formcd a vertical bank more than 350 meters hizh on the right 
side. my h a t  pruduced a l i g h ~  chopping sound. the silvcr-toned noiw of which 
rrsound~ul like an echo in the nwturnal atmosphcrc. At an mormous height h l v c  
my hcad some helaled birds uf prey were circling 10 enter thcir nrsts placed 
beyond rcach in thc crcvices of thc nlcks. Their raucous. discrjrdant cries k c a ~ n e  
tewcr llnd fewer. 1 askcd the oarsrncn to slop rowing to enjoy thc plcasurc oC this 
mornrnt of calm m d  freshness h r ~ u g h t  by the first stars is so plcasa~it in 
the hol countries. Stwn. nothine morc was hrard hut the rnulc and langurlrttus 
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~nurnluring rlC thu grtrat river and thc sofi mng of thu ntrtumal inwcls. tcllillg 

the bo5hc.s r l f  the rivcr balks uf thcir mysterious lovcs. 

Al icr  a Ircnctic end tiring d;ly passcd iunid Ccvcrish intcllcctual activitq- 11rar ivar 

cxhaustiilg hecausc o C  thc inurssant w1;11h dclni~ntli~y. my attention uvcn;- sir~plr' 
aii~lutc. i t  wi15 plcasant 10 yct a lnollllrnt of rcsl at thc cnd and to ~ o i i t ~ ~ ~ ~ p l i l t l :  ill 

c.;lsc onc 01- thcse sccnus 10 wllich I ccluld not ziuc a rnttnicnt during ~ h c  clay! 
What a dull ~;tsk trl he a gco~~raphcr and w h ; ~  a mrlnol(>nt>us orcupat io~~ thc 
c o l n p i s ~ n d  thu watull arc! How much 1 cn\=ic.d thmu of 111. cttllc;~gl~cs whosc 

activities did not dcprivc tl1c111 of. ;II Ici~st. thc attractions c)f the joumcy ;~nrl thc 
pleasures of sc-cinz nrw Ii~nrlscaps unfold kfon. thcir uyts. without any other 
conccrn than l r )  adlliin. ~ b r m !  Alas! thc tnrjrc the Iandwapts v;lricd. thc Icss Cnrc 
t inlc I had. Thcrc ;I ~ l ~ u ~ ~ n t a i n .  quickly a nluasuruilicnt: ;l rivcr. what was its namc 

and whcrc did i t  ctlnic frttm:' A villugc. Ict u s  place i~ on tllc lnap! Kilpids. whew 
was thu ul~;uir~cl and which war ~ h c  grualcst dcpth 01-the water'.> I was not allmi-cd 

a minutc's pact.  Thew conlinuous gynlnastics. this cvcrl;ls~ins pcoyrdphical 
p r ~ o ~ c u p a t i o ~ ~  which was my lot l i ~ r  Iwr) yraih. k l vc  so cstranycd rnc f r t t l l~ whul 
I <all rhc piutt~rcstjllc cl~jrlyrncnts r>i' the. juuniry that I glitrlly rcfcr t c ~  rhcm 11o)ki- 

to ciljuy thcln cntircly ar i l ly caw. ' 
The niyhl Ii;~d hccou~c vcry black: my Laoti;ms who WCIV squatti~le rnoticmlcss 

and silcnt at t11c ends uf thc kyat. rousd  nlc iiclui 111. drc;~nis. lhc current ill' llir 
Nam 1Irlu W;IS taking us gradually Ir) thc Mckrmg rivcr: ~ 1 :  had I r j  return Irj 1111' 

camp. thc g l i l~~ i l l e r  of which lit thc rivcr a short dislancc il~vay. 



Chapter I 



The next day, the navigation of the river was difficuul ACtcr flowiny northcast 
since Luanp Prabang. the river gradually tended to thc ahsolutcly oppos i~ r  
direction, while it surged between rocks and mountains lhat k m c  s t m ~ c r  and 
steeper. Once estabIished in this new direction, its bed cleaned out withou~ 
widening. The mounrains stretched parallel to the banks and formed several levcls 
with regular steps. The vegetation. which was more uniform. completely lost its 
tmpical appearance, apart fmm the numerous wild banana trees which mingled 
with hombax trees on the banks of the river and the few gigantic palm trccs 
which n>sc hurc and thew on  hthc tops of thc ca lcmous  m k s .  Pine trees crowned 
the highest pinnacles and they reminded us of our distant homeland. 

The villages were few and far between on our route. Some were inhabited by 
I ~ o t i a n s  who had fled from the principalities in the north. including. anlong others. 
.Muong Kun or Xieng Tong. But the natives were more numerous here than the 
I-antians. They almost all helnnged to the Khmou tribe. Wk could see their 
villagcs stretching on thc mountains at thc sccond lcvel and the light columns of 
smoke rising a h w c  the tops or drifting along the ravines between them indicated 
p l w s  o r  rorcstry exploitation o r  whcrc l i rcs prcprcrd the gn)und for wasrmal 
wwing. 

On 27 May changed boat5 and crews at  Ran Cokhe. The next day. we a m w l  
at Ban Tanoun. a village siluatcd on thc r i g h ~  hank of thc rivcr, ntd far fmm which 
thcy had indicated to Commandcr dc  IA@C the cxistencc of active volcant~s .  
Drlctor Jr>ukrl. our _rct)lrlgisl. was dispitchcd Cnlm the cxpdil ion lo cxarninc 
~ h c  p l x c  closcly. Mr. dc C m b  went with him. Thcsc gentlemen were to join us 
spin in Xien? Khong. 

On 79 May passed thc mouth of a small river. the Se Ngum. nf little interest 
in itwlChut imporlant to mention. because from the opposire flank of the mountain 
rangc which gave risc to it. the cwtcm-most branch of  ~ h c  hlcnam dcsccndcd. 
Thc sourcrs o r  ~ h c  t\i-.c> walcrcourws wcrc scpxatcd by a wry small spacc and 
acctlrdiny to the inCom;ltion of thc locals. it would he possihlc. at the timc of 
thc high lvatcrs, to d r q  a h r ~ l  for rmc (K two miles ovcr fairly smooth ten-ain to 
Icavc ~ h c  basin of the Muliong and besin lo navigiitc in that of the Mcnam. Is it 
this proximi~y thdt has givcn risu 10 ~ h c  assumption con our clld maps  hat thusu 
two rivcrs were cmncctcd:'' 

Wk s t o p ~ d  tlwnty-four hours in the village of I'Ahen. which was nur sccund 
slopovcr plac-c hc lwc~n  Luang Prahmg and Xicnz Khrlnz. A prctly Iiltlc river 



coming from rhc nonh. which. not hr  tmm its mouth. is transformed into a 
torrent rich in fish. j n i n ~ d  the hickong on the ewtcrn sidc of  thc village which 
u=as for thc must part inhabited by natives. -1Ac chief ofthc pli~cc himself helongcd 
to this ruuc and was v c q  concerned and hospihhlc to us. The rise of the water 
was ahout thrcc mctcrs in this area. 

On 3 I May wc lcfi P d h n  and the river. the gencrsl direction of which 
continued to  hc m=cst somc dcgrms sourh. flowing hctwwn hi2h rocky cliffs. 
crowned with vcgchlion and extremely picturesque in appcmance. W c  had to 
stop hcsidc a s d  hank in the evening. In thc middle rlC thc night, I wah woken up 
by the Annamirc guard. who infornled me that thc brat of thc lower-ranking 
1-aeolian chicf who was accompanying us had d c ~ x h c d  itself and had been takcn 
away by ?.c uurrcnl. Its owner was sleeping in it. Our o m m c n .  woken up with a 
std. wcrc in the greatest anxiety: somc h;ls~ily boarded another pimguc to iry to 
~ x h  ~ h u  unfortunate before he should hc thrown into the water by thc currcnt 
amid thc rocks. Would thcy arrivc in time to avoid a carastrophc? Thrw or four 
milcs down river from us thcrc wcre rapids which were likc most of thosc that 
wc met in this part of the riwr. formcd by the banks of pchhlcs t h a ~  accun~ulated 
at the mouths of the torrcnts h a t  dcsccnded from the mountains. The piropuc of 
the sleeping chief would ucr~ninly have keeled ovcr in ihc currcnts and the 
unfortunite man drc)wnud in thc water before he had lime to rcalizc where he 
myas. if those who werr pursuin_e him had not managed to reach hiul. 

They forcefully pulled on the oars: this contest in thc rniddlc of the night 
h twcun l5te which tonk the unsuspccling slccper with her and pmuidcncc which 
aroused thc wvic~rs wis indccd gripping. We shivrrcd al thc hought that amid 
the nluftled nnisc which camc lo us from the rapids. wc rnighi pcrhaps distinguish 
the firs1 cry. hthc last of a man suddenly woken up amid thu wavrs. 

It was a long time since the noisc of thc rescue b a k '  cmrs had uuasd to bc 
heard. The wait continued undl d i y l i ~ h t  and it was only at thc stoplvtr  for lunch 
that we saw the two hms coming back. with all thosc thcy ct~ntaincd. The chief 
had woken up at the crics of his pursuers. who were still very C;lr a w q  1-mnl him 
ivhcn his piroguc w i s  not more than a hundn-d mctcrs f m ~ n  thc rapids. With 
great presence OC mind. which was not surprising for a pcnplc. who were f-amiliar 
with this son of danger. h t  i~~lmediatcly rcaliz~ul his p~sit ion.  r i ~ h k d  a paddlc 
and u=iih s few vigorous strokes had left ihc line of the current and n-ached ~ h c  
clrlscst hank. Thc s111all pirogue was then taken back by the crew of thc kyat. vcry 
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happy with their suu~-cssful pursuit. 1 may be  bee^ much mistaken, hut 1 hulicve 
our low-ranking c h i d  had a statue of thc Buddha made which will incrcase the 
n u m k r  of votivt: objects deposited in the cave of Pak Hou. 

On 1 Junc 1867 wr: had to lraverse rapids, Kenp Le. which made it necessary 
to unload our b a t s :  it w i s  the first difficulty of this magnitude since ourdcparturc 
from L u i g  P rahan~ .  With this obstaclc passed. the navigation bccame very r a s p  
thc hanks were lcss rwky and more distinct. In the west we observed thc trips of 
a mountain range averaging one thousand to one thousand two hundred meters in 
hcight: it seemcd to run due north to wuth. This h;lrrier would terrninatc the long 
dc~our  to the west that t h t  Mekong had bocn descrihinz sincc h a n g  i+abang and 
turned it hack nodwards .  Ihc cum-cs disappeared. thc bed widend,  the current 
diminished and thc gentle, regular slopls that 11cd from the right hank to the 
summits of thc range were c o v c r d  with settlcmcnts and crops. 

On 2 June. m=c stopped for some timc at Ban Hatsa a pretty villagc situated on 
thc left bank. Thc ncxt day. we arrived at Pak FL the last stretch of our trip helore 
Xieng Khan?. 

As its name indicated. Pak Ta !the mouth of the 'Fi) was situatcd at  thz 
confluence of thc warn Ta and the big river. It rws  a considerable village. While 
they were preparing the new b a t s  for us. which this timc would leiivc u s  only 
after we reachcd Xizng Khong. wc visited pagodas. In one of them thcrc was a 
very well-rnadc clock of such rcfincd workmanship as could nnly he found in  
Europe. -[his was evidently not a local product and h e  Chinew script which 
encircled its hsc made us placc its origin in either Tong King or Yunnan. I would 
gladly bc inclined to the first of these two countries, since the name of the 
empcrnr cngrdved in thc manufacturing date did not refer tn any of the Chincsc 
sovereigns of the last two centuries. whose narncs I had quite ~wll in my memory 
a1 that timc. 

A little ahovc Pak Ta. the rivcr tumcd lo the south-wcst. beyond the rangc. the 
eastern flank of which it had srl far paralleled. This p s s a g e  was mri~kcxl by new 
navigational difficulties. At thdt p i n t  use cross~d the borders of the tcmtory of 
Luang Prabang and entered the great province of Muong Nm of which Xicn_r 
Khong is thc .wcond city. 

After this passage. the river cxxplldod into a arcat plain such as wc hid not met 
with since Vienchan and it ttnlk up its coursc to h e  north-m=cst again. On 4 Junc 
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at night wc camped on a sand hank. Our horizt~n i ~ n ~ ~ ~ e d i a t e l y  widcnd.  allowiny 
us a view ro the WCSI and north of rhc dishnt bluish summits of great ranges. thc 
last spurn ui' which czlnie down in ~ c n l l c  rises lo  the banks of  thc riuur. 

The next day. at right a.m.. we went nn fotd to Xicng Khonp. where they had 
quickly i'inishcd Ihc lour huts they wcrc building for our reception. The wclcomu 
ol-  he authorities was showed good will and cagcrncss and thc governor of rhc 
ci ty who was hc s ~ y o n d  in command rjC thc province of hluong N m .  came ~ h c  
same c\=cning IO pay a visit tn Comrnandcr dc L i p r k .  Our hwts  wrrc unlc~dcd 
and ~ h c y  rctumcd to Pak lj. aCtcr thc crcw rcccived the customary rcrnuncratirln. 
Now. w c  found oufielves nutsidc thc sphere or influence and aclion oC thc king 
of  Luang Prahng. 

Mr. Joukrt and  Mr. dc  Carni. jrlincd 
us ayain: thc volcanic phenomena l h a ~  
our geologist had hccn ahlc lo c~hxn-c 
wcrc. as usual. much less important than 
 he stories ot- the Irlcals had purpr~n~ul. 
,I sunken and cricked tcrrain. fr tm which 
sulfuric and carbonic gases and slcani 
escaped. replaccd thc crupting crat tr  
which had k n  clainicd. The triccs OC 
volcanic action cxisl~vi in ~ w o  diiCcrcnt 
places. c a l l ~ d  Phou Fay Nizii and I'hou 
Fa): h i .  "rnrlunkiin of lhc big fin." and 
"mountain of the small firc". by lhc 
natives. T h c  cracks  111ovcd ~ 1 0 ~ ~ 1 4 . .  
marking thcir passage by dcstrrlyin~ ~ h c  
vcscta~ion. by the chamd trunks oC hi: 

l*latC 4 A lJPll finrrlcl jrr 1 1 , ~  pf,,qrxji, t r c c s a n d  hy dcpus its of crystal l i zc.d 

, p 7, , : , sulfur. TIIClily Phou Fay I*lia~ tlccupird a 
surl'acc seven to c i g h ~  hundrcd niclrrs 
Img and thrcc hundrcd rnc.tc.m widu. 011 

this arca. thc soil resounded undcr our fw t  as il-~hcri: existed a dccp cavity undcr 
it. /\pplyil~g onc's car ro thc ~ r t ~ u n d .  one can p rcc ivc  a mutr vmry Car-01-1- noisc. 
which. aucttrding to thc naliws. oilcn calnc close to k i n g  pcrccptihlc frrl111 a 
dis~alicc. This crcvicc sccrncd 10 nlll wi~~hwarr l s  and one could Ct~llou- ~ h t  rt)ulr 



that it had alrcady cnvcnvl over several ki1011lirters. -[-he l t ~ a l  penplc c o l l ~ ~ t e d  
the sulfur I h a ~  was dcpositod on thc walls of the crevice. Mr. J o u t ~ f l  was unable 
ro w c  any ccnters of eruption. Thc purpurled rlvl>lcano was thus r c d u c ~ d  to simple 
smoking pits. 

The ncgjtiatiuns wiih Ihc governor of thc small city starled nn thr  day after 
our arrival in Xicng Khong. 1 believe that I have alr~adq. said that hc was the 
second in command of the big provincu c~CMuong Nan. Despite his nalural gotwi 
will and his dcsire to plcasc, he was unahlc to decidc tr) ICI us  cross thr  hc~rdcr of  
Siam: ths ldlers from Bangkok which wc carried accorded us Cree circulation 
on the whole 01-Sinmrsc tcmtory but thcy did not inindirntc that \we could lcave it. 
Tilkin_r on himself to authuri7.e us to do so  n=zs a rcspo~lsibility that Icrritied the 
timid official. Placcd at  an advmccd post which was always dangerous. he was 
xcuslomed to circumspection, which was rnorcovcr justified hy thc numcrous 
wars of which this par1 of I .am. hcing disputed timc and again hctw~-cn Siam and 
Isangkok [.sic.]. had k e n  the thcatcr. He wanvd to conduct us to Muong Nan or. at 

Irast. to persuade us to await thc answer from thc governor or tbe pro\=inuc lo 
our rques t  to lcave Stamcsc t cmtoe .  If nccd k. all that he was able to a_rrct: to 
was to have us conducted to Xicng Hai. another small pmvinuc subject to  H q k o k  
and situatcd a little closer to Burmesc territory. Nevcrthclcss. Mr. dc Layree 
had nn pmhlcm in showing him t h a  by thc terms of our passports thcmsclvcs we 
had the right lo procecd at  Imst to the horder. C'onscqucntly. he ~ o o k  il upon 
himself to furnish us w i ~ h  h a t s  tn asccnd the river to the point u=hurt: il entered 
the Burmcsc possessions. This coursc w i  evidently authorized by our pissports 
which spucified frcc circulatjon nn t lr~ wholc of the Siamesc tcrr i tor~.  The 
governrlr of Xieng Khong ohjecred: "Bul, the point whcre I would thus lead you 
is in mid foresr. You will not find supplies. nor mcans of transp~rt i t ion thcrc to 
procecd further. Morcovcr. at that p i n t  Lht: river is no longer navigable and y ) u  
would have to trawl overland.'' Mr. de  Lagrk rcplicd: 'That is of  little imporhnct: 
and not your affair; hut mine." 

- lhc reader probably rcmernhers that we left without passports of the court of 
Aw. Admiral de 1 3  Grimdiere had tried to obtain them by thc intcnnadiaty of 
hllpr. Bi_eandet, the Frcnch Catholic bishop. who cnjoyed a certain influence wilh 
the sovcrcign of Burma. But. in thc meantime, a palace revdution had removal 
~ h c  latter trom his h o n e .  'Ihc thrcr younger hrc>thers of thc rcigning prince had 
murdered their two older brothers. without. howcvtr. being ahlc to sei7.e powcr. 
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-1hcy h;ld sought refuge with thc English, who had pushed them hack, and then 
with thc Karcn. The troubles which followcd this assassination madc it irnprlssiblt 
for the Burmese government 10 answer  he communications ahjut us which had 
h e n  sent. 

Ncvcrthclcss. Mr. de Lagee could avail himself of this process Lo firm 10 

the Hurrnesc authori~ics that the court of  Ava had bccn informed of our journcy. 
Hc wrote a Idler to this effect to thc kin3 of Xieng Tong, the I aotian prinuc who 
ruled thu territory that hordered immediately on Xieng Khong and to whom a 
Rurmew agent was attached. He askcd him for passage and thc authr~rization lo 
procurt: thc necessary means of transportation in these states and hc assurcd 
him of our friendly dispt~sitirln and of the entirely pacific and scientific objective 
of our mission. 

A spa-ial mail left on 10 June to convcy  his message and the _gif~s which 
accompanied it. The Iattcr, all destined for the king of Xieng 'Ibng, comprised a 
small carpet, a fan. a piece of Algerian cloth and a few small ohjccls. p i p ,  soap. 
handkerchiefs, etc. If we had known about the frequent tradc relations which 
cxisted ktween the Shan Slaws of Burma and the English colonies. wc would 
probably not haw darcd to offer objects which rave only n VCQ- poor idea of our 
resources. Rut we were u s d  lo seeing the smallest Europeans yocds cvoke the 
most lively admiration and the most ardent envy amonz lhc Laotians of the south 
and that had incrcascd thc value of our barter nbjects in our own eyes. hloreover. 
the aim wax t o  cozcn the king of Xieng Tong more than to perform an act of 
deference to him. 

Kevertheless. the authoritics of Xieng Khong decidcd to galhcr he necessary 
boats. It was not withou~ trouble and gning to w a t  Icnghs  hat this was donel: 
the commercial traffic on  he river here was almost nil and hc means of navigation 
were vcry rcstriutcd. The big pirogues wcrc now cxtrcmely rare and skilled 
ommen could not hc round. Because of thew obshclcs. our departure was held 
hack until 14 June. We used the tirnc to visil Xicng Khong and its surroundin_gs. 

The village of Xicng Khong was surrounded by a moat and by a strong palisade. 
A small brook dividul i~ inlo ~ w o  parts and the banks wcrc ctmnw-td by a bamboo 
bridge, more picturcsquc than solid. The forest which surrounded  he village 
was travcrscd by pa~hs  that were larger than usual: they were almost rods .  
Nevertheless thc light h o t i a n  carriages of the south wcrc nut in evidence here. 



Some rlcphants. pulling huivy logs of teak wood. hcgan hcre tn make thuir 
appearanuc. passing. wilh a heavy nonchalant trod. convoys of pack bullocks 
corning and going. One of these paths r in south-cast. 11 was the route lo Xieng 
Mai, a city which was said to tw twclvc days march away. 

In this rugion. the word Xiv11g replaced :Wu~irg. used in ~ h u  south to r lrsi~nate 
the capital of a province. Hcrc  hey wid --goiirnq 10 111r Xieirg " as [ft~lnhcr south 1 
they said "guitrp lo rlrr .Mzfr*i~g~-. 

The tradc r>vcrland was hmly cvet  mnrc active than the ct>mnlerce on thc 
river and was reduced to ct>mmodities of prime necessity, such as salt. which 
became rarcr and rarer hcrc and which they go1 from the wulh of Law and from 
Nongkay. 

The Imk of the countryside was rathcr sad and the ppulz l~iun  sparsc. Ilhc. 
Laotians] had mixed with the natives in consiricrablc proportions so as in the cnd 
lo lose thcir Lo t i an  featurcs completely. Thu crew-cut hair which was worn on 

lop of the hcad. in  he Siarncsc Emhion. disappcarcd complctcly. Thc inhabitants. 
Laotians or of the native r i c ,  wore their hair long. They tied it upwards in a bun 

the sidc r>f thc head and they adopted thc Bum~ese  fashion of  he turban. Thc 
womcn oCttn placed a silver plate at the knot in their hairdo. They no longer 
dressed a s  in the south. Thcir skin wxs liphter and thcir Fdces took on a more 
oricnhl s h a v  and a mtlrc refined cxprcssion. 

Thc cusioms of the n;lrivcs were irnprintcd with grcat harsh~less. Copper was 
 heir grclatcst rjmament: long. double pins d copper fastcncd their hair on hcir 
heads. rings or coppcr cncircicd the neck. copper wire twislod inlo spirals wn-td 
as k l t s  and copper pins w i ~ h  big heads lilled the cntlrmtlus holes which thcse 
nativrs made in thcir rmlobes. Somctimcs also thcw new types of pondants 
were replac-cd by simple rolls of cotton, which were hcld in the greatest cslwm 
by thcir owners. S{~rnu measured from ~ w o  to thwc ucnlinleters in d i m a e r  and 
the exlohc  barely enci rc ld  this sinsular ornament with a minuscule strip of 
flesh. The men continued to display wry great simplicity in dress. Thc women. 
on the contrary. were elaborately dreswd and. unlikc the Laotian womm. they 
ncvcr displayed thcir naked breasts to curious onltn>kcrs, which of cn conveycil 
sadncss rather than charm. They WOE a skirt ofhlue cotton w i ~ h  white cmhroidery 
and a small bluc jacket. worn tightly against thc skin. Their hchavior was morc 

timid.   no re rndcsl: most of them would he gracious if not prctt);. if the hard 
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work they shared with their husbands did not harden their katurcs and bcnd their 
backs from a very young age. Most of them carried their children on their backs 
in a snrt of cloth belt to limp their hands free and in order not to interrupt. their 
occupations except when they had to breast-feed them. I t  was not unusual to see 
Laotians rnmicd tr, nalivc ii-omcn and in thcsc cwcs the hnld ranks qua1 
lo ~ h c i r  I-aolian companions. 

The natives of Xieng Tong belonged to the great tribe uf the Lamet which 
inhabited. in particular. the valley of rhe Narn Ta, on the left bank of thc Mckmg. 
the gwzltcr part of which accepted the authority of I .uang Prabang. 

The small amount of deforeaation thal was p r i c ~ i c d  in ~ h c  surrvundin,ur of 
Xieng Khong was made worse by the intermittent rains and hot wciithcr which 
characterized the rainy season: the sun which was then at its zeni~h lien-rly burned 
the soil. Two of us. Mr. Thorel and I. were affected by fever attacks. accompani~ul 
by vomiting and delirium and we were hardly recnvered when we had to leave 
va in .  

However. i t  was with great satisfaction that we went back on the road. The 
journey was beginning to take on an unexpected character and an appiucnl dangcr. 
which it had lacked so far. The smooth passage that we had secured with the 
Siamese prrssports was corning to an end. We were going to be lcft to our own 
devices. to the resources of our own diplomacy. Moreover. the part of the river 
that we were traversing was nnce more entirely lacking in European ves~igcs. 
Mr. Duyshart's skctch had indicated to us the general direction and the principal 
ohstaclcs in thc course of thc river from Luans I'rahang tn Xieng Khong. From 
this lattcr pclinl. nothing dctrxlcd from the plcasurc of discovery and the emotion 
of surprise. 

We had some difficulty in pmur ing  sufficient supplies for the p2riod of timc 
that wc wcre _roing to spcnd without Lhc means rjf stocking up supplies other 
than by hunting. '[hey warned us. in effect. that the h n k s  of the Mekong would 
k o m c  cnlircly duscfl~vf spin up to thc poinl wherc wc iwuld stop to await the 
means of transporhtion rcqucstcd from thc king of Xieng Tong. Nevertheless. 
at Lhc last momcnt. Lhanks to the inlcn-mtit~n ofrhc _rowmmcnt. supplies arrived 
in abundance hut at  quitc a hish price. Thus wc paid sixteen francs for a hundred 
kilograms of rice: the same price for a pig which bawly wcighcd sixty kilograms 
and chickens. about thirty in numher. at seven and a half centimes apiece. 



Chapter 1 

On 14 June, at 1 p.m.. we left Xicng Khong in six hoats: it wn\ tht last time 
t h a ~  we would use this mcanc of transportation in the exploration of the Mekong 
rivcr. Luckily for our inexpcriencutl oilrsmen. the navigation of the rivcr wa5 
cncy at first. Here and there some isolated rocks ctill appeared in its hed. Tl~cy 
soon disappeared. The currcnt wcukenetl: one felt thnt the general t i l t  of the land 
had becc~nie very gnt le .  Betlirtifi~l forest5 rurc (In the banks, which hccame ever 
flatter. 

Plate 5 N n t i ~ * ~ s  ,fh)nt rh~i vicinity of xi en^ Kl lon~  (dro~-in,q t7y Jnn~t-l,on,qp. 
I J ~ s P ~ I  or1 0 s * k ~ t c h  l l o n ~  l>y L. D~llrpot-re). 

The river. which in Xieng Kliong sccmed to comc Crom the north-west, suddenly 
turned to the west here ant1 in this direction t l ic r~  was a lirnitlcss plain ahead, thc 
horizon of which harely showed glimpses or light and disti~nt untlulations. It wils 
the first time since Vienchan thnt we had enjoyed such an uxtcnsivc vicw and that 
thc rivcr had mn peacel'ully and fir11 to its edges in a wick and shallow bed. 
Nowhere yet had there been such a beautiful appearance of navigability. 
Unfortunately this would he a very hrief truce with the river's wiltlness. 

Frorn this point on the river describes a long nntl lazy detour to thc south. You 
could say i t  is  happy to linger in this plain and to rest its waters here from the 
tiring cour5e through mountains ant1 rocks. ' 
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AI ~ h c  end of this detour it raccived thu waters nf the Nam Kok. This river. 
which w;ts very widc. uzas fed by a chain which wpanred rhe valley ?.;rlr~hc Salureen 
I-mm thal of the  M c h m ~  river, a chain which the Burmcse caIl Tancn-Toung-Ciyi. 
On the banks 01- this rivcr stood the city of Xicng Hai. also called Xiilne Kai in 
some accounts. and thu ruins of which MacLed visi~cd in 1x37. This provincial 
capital. formerly vcry imporhnt and the capital of  clnr or those many kingdoms 
which then divided IndwChina and had prepared thcir suht)rdination to Sia~n and 
Burma by relentless intrmcu-inc wars. had recendy h r n  reconstructed close I(> 

thc ruins ofthe old city. It was at  this rimc the residencr: of the Siamese governor. 
According to one tradition. Xicng Hai was tormcrly calIcd Tsen-Katsa-Lakon. 
From his birth. the king who changed this name to Xieng IIai gave unequivocal 
signs of his future power: he hrokc all the cradles in which hc was placed and 
thcy had lo g i w  him one nude  d ircln. They claimed that this mchl  cradle still 
cxislrd amid the ruins of  ~ h u  old p l acc .  This princc cxlcndcd his domination 
over a _mci~ distancc and gave his son in appanage the city of Xicng Mai. which 
was rallcd hiuong Lamien befox this lime. and to his wife hc gaw the city of 
Xienp Tong o r  Kcma-Tunka:' The vallcys watered by the Nam Kok and its 
nuIncrous afflucnts. being sepxattd only by light undula~ions,  formed an 
admirable zonc of fcrlility and richness thal was well disposed to &-omc ~ h c  
center of a plwcrful kingdom. At a vcp- shorl distance to thc norlh of thc mouth 
of this river. we would come upon other ruins and other historical ~radilions 
which tcs~ilicd to thc fact that the sarnc placc had nften tempted ~ h c  wivcs of 
inlmiprants who arrived from Central A s h  through the mountain psws of thc 
north of Indo-China and rricd to spread inlo ~ h c  low=cr r a l l q s  of the g r t t  rivers 
of the peninsula. 

Tday.  this hcautiful rcginn. which s c p i i t c d  thc principality of Xicng -Inrig 
from that of Xicng Mai. was almost cntircly uninhabited: ctlvc~cd by Siamese 
and B u m ~ e w  and ~ h c  battlefield of these IWO pcoplcs, neither of thcni had so Car 
been powcrful enough to assure its exclusive possession and i~ had rcrnaincd a 
sort of neutral ~errain until tmlay. abandoned to ~ h c  r(orc.sl and its natural denizens. 
less turbulent and wiser proprietors than man. lior some years. the Siamcsc. or 
at l u s t  the Laotians who acwpfed their authoril): had timidly m c u p i c d  thc 
right hank of thc Narn Kok. I'erhaps this did not 1x51 very long. 

Xien? Stn. thc ruins of which cxtcndcd on the hanks of thc W k o n g  itself to 
three or four milus from i t -  contluencc with Ihc Nam Kak. w a s  unc af Ihc lirst 



cities whose name appcarcd in thc Laotian and Simnesc chronicles. Onc ol- ~ h c  
most famous Ial t ian kin!+. Tharna-Trai-Pidol;. reigned in Xieng S t n  shoflly aftcr 
the time when Phra Kumg. the so-called Coundcr of thc Siarnesc cr;~. constructed 
the city of Smz-Khalok on thc eastern hranrh of the Menam and thrcw off ~ h c  
voke of Cambodia. lhe son of Phra Kuang. 1%-a Soucharat. had cannons cast 
and fortified his capilal. ?'his was wisc k c a u s c  thc king of Xieng Scn iltlilc-kcd 
him and. dcspite thc help which the king nf X i e n  Mai. Phromavadi. lcnt to his 
cousin Phaya Soucharat, the latter was oblig~xl to suhmit t o  his encnly and to 
give away his daughtcr in mamiage. Thama:rrdi-Pihk extendcd his don~ in~ t ion  
over the whole kingdom of Phra Kuang. foundcd thc city of Phitsanouluk. to the 
south of Sang-Khaloli and. advanciny even runher. cstablish~d onc of his  suns ah 
king of lmphuri. a small dismnce away fmrn wherc Aluthia \rrould larcr arise. 
O n e  of his orher sons became king in Xicng I-Iai and succccdcd him on the throne 
of Xieng Scn. From this time on a series of wars smrted hctwecn the Siamese 
and the Laotians; lhese lasled scvcn geencrit~ivns. 

lt was difficult to attach a date. evun an appronimitc onc. to all these evcnts 
which onc can only see as  cpismlcs in the long and sustaincd stntgglc by thc Thai 
Noi or "small l'hnis", thc junior branch of the Laotian racc. to arrivc at 
intlcpendcncl. I%ra Ruang was brim. according t r ~  somc. in thc yuar 950 ol- thc 
Buddhist cra, but. according to others. in 1500. Thr: lattcr allrihutc 10 him ~ h c  
lilundation of thc era which was still in use in Ima, in Burma and in Siarn. itnd 
which k g a n  in 638 A.11.: in this slrugglc sustaincd by his sun ilgains~ rhc king of 
Xleng Scn. othcrs had the famous Buddhist apostlc Buddhaghow. who according 
10 Sin_ehalese chronicles lived in h e  tirst half of thc tifth ucnturq.. i~~tervcnc.  A11 
that onc could confirm. arnid so many utmrmdictions. was that the princcs whew 
names we have cited had exis~cd and t h a ~  \we wcre nut dzalinp hcrc w i ~ h  purcly 
legendary personalities as u=as h e  case in othcr tales. 

Wc stoppcd an hour or two close to the ruins of Xicng Sen. Thz dcstruc~ion of 
this city went back more than half a ccntury. A pritwi of wars followed tht  
rebellion of Xkng  Mai against Burma. This latter principality rosl up in 1774 
again51 the successor of Alomprah and invoked thc protection of Bangkok. which 
h d  replaced lZyuthia as thc capital of Siam. The rcadcr probably rcmcmhcrs that 
Ajruthia. foundcd by Phaya IJlhong in 1350, had been dcstroy~ul hy thc Burmcse 
in 1767. It was as  a result of this xbellion that thc Laotian starcs of the u p p r  
valley of thc Menam, Xieng hlai. M o n .  1;lphon. Muong Nan and Muone Phr 
passed under the domination of Siam. 



1:urther Travtls in I .;lo% and in Yunnan 

Nothing could lx swn ahve  the rill pr iss which had invadd  ~ h c  site o r  lhu 
old mcrropolis of northern I a o s  e x c e p  thc spirt of a thrri, almrst a s  big as thc 
onc thilt wc had visited in Vicnchan. Sornc partly ovc rpkvn  paths Icd away from 
thu hank and entered thc brush. We canlc u p n  some piles of bricks. stlmu 
over~urncd Buddha statues: faahcr away thew war a wcll-leveled spxc prcscrved 
fro111 thc cnurtxiching vegctalion by brick or ut~ncrc.~c t i  ling. Elscwhcrr: there 
werc sobme columns nf hardwood. on which Iraccs of gilding rvcrc still visible. 
The ilowirring tc~ps of wnle  f r u i ~  twcs that had gone wild again raw ahnvc the 
high p s w s  and indicated the position of the gardens in thc former city. 

It was terribly h o ~  duriny this visit to thc scattered ruins. Thc prasscs formed a 
sort of rnnviny hedge which hid lhc view on both sidcs of the r o d  ;ind fmm 
which came the hot and unhealthy odor that emanates fmnl Ihc jungles in  the 
middle of ~ h c  day. A short distance away thc tops of the teak lbrcsts. which 
covcrcd thc plain. lin~ited Ihu horizon in the west. Instinctively we wcnt that way 
to search fur clearer ternin. mom freshness and morc shade. when suddcnly the 
leaves of a grcat mango tree hcsidc us shook vivlcntly. At that rime. it war almost 
ivindless and this intermitlent rnovcmcnr surely had amlthcr cause than a suddcn 
gust of wind. Wc s w n  discovered w h a ~  it was: a rhinoceros pushing ithelfstmnzly 
against the lrunk rjf the tree and managing to set up an oscillating movcmcnt at 
h c  top of the trcc. which made the ripc fruit rain down all m u n d  the enomlous 
animal. Our arrival stopped it fm~n r d i n g  the meal t h a ~  il had so lahriously 
gained. As soon as it saw us. it tled across thc jungle and urca~cd a large passilpc 
h r r~ugh  rhe grasses. listcned a while to thc sound of its quick, hcavy fwtstcps 
gridually disappearing in thc depths of thc forest and none of u s  thought ahout 
pursuing the timid and inoffensive pachydcm. 

Wc. sct off again at two p.m.. The river. which had turned nor~hivard again. soon 
re-cnrered the mountainous zone from which it had e m c r p d  a while ago. Thu 
ncxt day the navi_gation hccame as diflicult a% during the worst days of our 
naviyation hetwecn Vicnchan and Xicng Cang. ?'he country was absolutely 
descrl~ul. On 17 June in the cvrning we camped on thc edges of a torrent close to 
which some peoplc from Xicng Mai.  returning from a n  cxpcdition in the 
ncighhtwing forests. had sct up  their camp. They wcrc occupied with shaping the 
\'ax lhat thcy had collected into u d c s .  The honeycombs were mcltcd ahovc a 
fire. subjcctcd to strong prcssurc and the liquid wax. freed from all impurities. 
ran into a mold in the shipr o r  a segment of a sphcrc. We hcrupht two (>I these 



CACS tn makc ccandlcs and we piid for thznl at the r a k  of onc tit-(11 or three 
Irancs F r  p ~ u n d .  

On 1 X Junc. we arrived at the foot r ~ f  rapids callud Tang Hn. which u f l ~ r c d  an 
insurn~ountahlc r>bstacle to navigation cln the river during this wason. A .r;rllrr had 
t n ~ n  consiruuttxl on thc right hank whiuh belonzcd to Xicng T l i g  and u=hich 
cmsequcntly was Hurmcw territory. The left hank was still Sianlcsc for a wry 
large distance up slwam. We had arrived a1 thc cxtlrmc cdgr oC the country in 
which our pissports assured us frcc circulation. From this rntllnent on. ~ h c  fate 
ofour journey dcpcndcd on unknown circums~lmnccs. The  reply to the lcttcr which 
had k c n  wnt to the king u l  Xieng Tong would not wach us Crw a week or two. 
Mr. dc  L a g r k  sent il I ~ t t c r  to the guvcrnor of Muong 1-im. a province c>C Xieng 
Ttmg. and C r c ~ r n  whose capital wc were now a shoa  distancc :~ivi-.ay. to inform him 
of the r q u e s t  that hc had scnt trl his sovurcigil and to r ~ y u e s t  frum him thc 
nlcans or transprkition n e c c s s q  to go up to 3fuo11g I .im. thtre to wait fur the 
kcis ion  that wiluld be takcn ahrlul us. 

In the n~eanlimc we installed oumlves  in thc .vtrlrr beside the Hurmcsc and 
Lao~ian travelers wcrc thcrc aircady: a ccnain cclmmttiizl activity was 
noticeable at this p o i n ~  and thc pack-riddle hulluck caravans which rnildc thcir 
s~t>pr)vcr there had lcft nurncrtlus traces in ~ h c  vicinity. Two p~incipal currents oC 
cachal ip  nlct Ihrrc: one. which t w k  plaw in h i t s .  brought thc nwcssary salt 
for luc;tl consumption from Luang I'rahang: the orher. which fi,llowcd ~ h c  
overland routc. hmught balls oC gamhicr Ifrom Lrrli.ur-rtr ~rrtrrbic Tran. 11r>ttc1 d 
mca nuts which wcrc pan of the uompr~sirir~n u i the  chewing k l c l  oCthr Liwtians 
oi the north. The trees whiuh providcd thcse twil pruducts k r a n l c  111uch r x e r  or 
cvcn vanishurl cc>~nplc~rly in this rcsirm. It was known rhai Fm~birr was an 
x \ t r i ~ ~ g c n ~  suhslance c x t m t t d  Irom the Icaves of a a~v oof the Ruhiaceac bmily. 
11 had bccn u s 4  Ibr r faw years in I<uroW lor d y c i n ~  and tiinnin: and thc cxpon 
of this conimudity from the single plr i  uf Singaplrc to the West rtxxhcd illr>rc 
than tM=cnry ~~li l l i rm kilogra~ns pcr year. For a lony t in l~ '  thc Chinese have used 
this suhsta~lce to dye silk and cottun cloths black and brown. C;. . ~ m  h' ~ c r  was an 
ohjcct of prime ncccssity fur thc !bF;llays who chcwed it  alonc or in comhini~tio~l 
with k t c I  leaves. 

From thr chief of Muong Lim. wc could frar a bland refusal lo wml i t  us cnlr); 
to his territory. Ihus. it was safcr to kwp thc boats and thc oarsmen which had 
hrrlu~ht us fmm X i c n ~  Khong until his answcr rcachcd us. 111 lhc ~ncanti~nc.  1 
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rcsolved to  ascend the right bank of thc rivcr a s  h r  as possihlc on foo~. We 
worlld lcavc the banks uf the Mekong to walk owrlwd.  Wr ignored the question 
of whcrc and whcn it would he possible to return to thc noble rivcr. 1:rlr my part. 
I attachcd a spccial importance to continuing to fullrlw its winding and bi~arre 
coursc. Since we h i  cntcrcd the region that had been left untouuhcd by fiurr~pran 
invcsti!ptions. cac-h rjf ~ h c  meanders of the Mekong thal I w i s  ahlc to add to my 
map was an important ycographical d i s c o v e ~ .  A constant prtwcupa~ion. from 
which nothing ctluld distract mc. cnded h' impohinp itseIf like an rlhscssion. 
Thus. I had ill1 obsession for thc Mukong. as  Dr. -1-horel had one for nzw spcuics 
of plants and Dr. Jouhcrt onc Cur ~raywracke  or for anthracitous stoncs. I was 
not awarc of how littlr distance I would urlvcr in a single day on unclextxl tcrrain 
i n i d  thc n w b  or hushcs c lus tcr~d on thc hanks of the river. and how littlc space 
thcy \vould wcupy on 1 1 1 ~  delinitivc Imp. I did no1 apply any mapping scale to 
this grallJ area ol-~raturc. thc unkntlwn sires of  which unfolded before nlc. Each 
s ~ c p  k c a m c  Inrlrc of a conquest over nly enemy: thc unknown.' Thus on 19 
June. very early in the morning. I left with my compass in my hand and a small 
packet or supplics on  my hack. The sky was allntlst owrr-;rst and promised lo 
sa\=c rnc from rhe burning retlections of thc sun on the rrlcky hcaches of the 
Mckong. I ~ravcrscd thc harrier of rocks. amid which thc waters rlT thc Tang Ho 
rapids roared. A ?;in$ winding passage. somi: thirly mctcrs wide, opened in this 
hclt of  stones. No raft could dcsccnd the current without crdshing; no h m t  was 
;thlu to ascend it without fillin? with water. even if pullorf by ropcs. But at high 
watcr. whun the river complctcly Fillcd the moat. which was ahout six hundrcd 
lllctcrs widc and cxtcndud k t w c c n  rhc two mountainous chains of hills formin: 
the hanks. this clhs~~c-lc ct>uld hc travrrwd and traffic by piro_euc h v a m c  a y i n  
possibtc. 

Crlntinuing my journcy. I noticed that the river t z n d d  rnrlrc and more to the 
~~r~r~h+s;lst and finally it wcmcd Lo dircct. itself towards the borders of China." 
that prtl~llisud land. at the gatus of which we had to wander for four lony months 
hetore we were able to enter it. 

Thc rivur. which was r ~ d u c c d  to a channel fifty to eighty rncters widc. left 
grc;lt  and hmks unc.tlvcrcd. interspersed with basins containing s~a,mn! hot u=ater 
and bizarrely shapcd rocks which wcrc dilticult to climb. Eveq-whzrc. thc hrcst  
clcarly markcd thc [limit or ~ h c  area prone to tlooding] and rramcd this hluc 
cxpi111sc with ;I preen rihhon of shirnmcrin retlecrions. ~ p k l c d  all ovcr with 



black and whitc spots. At the start of nl); cxuunion. I was ablc Lo walk on sand>= 
hcachcs along the vcrgc ol- rhc grcit trccs without h e i n  obliged eithcr to entcr 
thc u~lderzrowth. whcrc walking xvould h a w  been ttx) difticult. or tr,  walk in the 
waler. which would so~netirncs have hc-n too dccp. Thc landscape displayed a 
wildness full nl-grandcur. Thcn: were no traces of  hu~llan hahitation anywhere: 
the flecting traccs of fishcrs or nomadic hunters which till now lvc  wcre 
accu?itr~m~ul to mccting. evcn ill the rn(t?;t descrtcd p l x c ~ .  were cntircly lacking 
here. This causcd a slrangc impression of wondering and nuvtlty. My shadow- 
which thc r i s i n ~  sun sclmctinies Icnzthc~icd on the sand hanks or dcpictcd against 
thr n ~ k  walls, appeared to me to violate the virginity of this nature which was 

i~blc  to cwicapc the prnfanitions of man. l'hc noise of nly stcps appcarcd as 

dissonant in thc great harmony of ~ h c  forest and thc rivcr. Somctimrs I tricd to 
spck  out loud to ilttI?rm my ri_rht to cnjoy one or t h t  othcr and to cxpcl thc 
fiwination which rhis calm. grind solitudc cxcrted over RW and the silcncr that 
answered mc made mc. ashamed Tor urtcring such a vain noiw. Thc disc of thc 
sun had already a p ~ a r c d  ahovc thc line or trees which crowncd the tops of thc 
hills. Slowly uaturc woke up under the ranopy of the forcsl. Birds culr.bratcd 
with joyous chants the shafts of light suddenly penctriting thcir shadowy hideouts. 
The deer hcllowcd and elephants made [heir trurnpting cry heard. Like thc skirt 
oCnaturc a1 dawn. a light puff of wind ripplcd thc suriace of the watcr and shtwlk 
the tops of the big trees. I tricd to sort out all the nuies of this vaguc and melmlious 
uunccrt with an attentive car zlnd I \i-'atuh~ul the sky. the waters and thu forvst with 
a delighted eye. Thcy were still envc lovd  by a Iranspmnt h n x  ivl~ich the rdys 
of the sun cnlourcd pink bcfttre ddissipating it altogether. Suddenly. going round 
a n ~ k  which h m d  thr  path. I saw a young dcer drinking. ten stcps au=q from 
mc. I stopped and instinctively I .wmhed on my shrluldcrs for my rifle which 
was luckily hwnt. What would 1 have done with this kind of prnc and how= would 
I h a w  carrid it to the camp:' Thus I stnrd still. watching thc gracious anillla1 
mvor the limpid wdcr  with long _eulps. srnl~etirncs stopping to contemplate its 
rippling rcflcction which the harely tmuhlud waters wnr back. Atier a while ir 
raised its hcad. took a tell;. stcps on thc hank. saw me and-I k g  thc reader t c ~  

hclievc me-it came t a  me. It pricked up its ears and its fixed eyes tcstitied to 
unuitcrible astrmishmenl. which show& no s i p s  of dirliidencc or fear. In my 

turn, I hid a stranyc reelin9 and I held my hrrath to prnlong a s  lony as pss ih lu  
this inlimate mcctin2 with a creature o f t h e  forcst. it carnc to mc likc a creature 
out of Eden or ~ h c  enchantcd gardens oi Ar~nidc. in which. huu=cvur. 1 h a w  ncver 
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taken a stroll. The singular trust of this animal which confimcd to mc that man 
was absolutely unknown in these areas. c h a m c d  mc  and intirnidzlted me at the 
.same time. The deer stopped a pace away from mc and thc instinct of the hunter 
suddenly rising up. the idea came to me to grab it hy its horns. As fast as my 
movement was. rhc agile k a s t  shied away and disappeared in the hlink o fan  cyc 
into ~ h c  fnrcst, leaving me with the regret of having shor tcn~d by my irnpaticncc 
this fairy-talc meeting which lacked only a conversation to mikc  it like a fahlc 
out o r  La Fonhinc.' 

A littlc furthcr on. I had to engage in the toushest gyrnnaslics LO pass a son of  
promontory which jutted out into thc bLul of the river. It formed an ahsolurcly 
vcrlical wall which the watcr bathed with a current too strtmg Tor mu to think 
ahout slvirnming round it. Ilcnse vegetation covered ~ h l :  top of the rock and aftcr 
having ulirnhcd thc slippep slopes. 1 still had to force ;I dilliuult ~ ; ~ s s a ~ e  through 
the 1ian;ls and thc. thorny hramhIcs. I%rtunatel;v. nn the other sidc. a kautiful 
sandy k d c h  was I r ~ a t c d  hctwccn thc Corest and the river and pronliscd an casy 
walk for a whilc. 1 stoppcd a whilc tcj rest fmm the e~t'orts that I had just made. 
The calm. sha l l r~v  watur which Iappcd thc hank with a gentle wave invited to  hc 
pleasures of a hathc and I lct myself he scduccd by its promises. 1 had harcly 
srvum a lcw strt~kcs in h c  opcn walcr when t w o  elephants came out ot- the lircst 
and in their turn headed I'or thc river. When h c y  saw mc. onc of  them stopped 
and turned round and went hack. Despite the g o d  opinion that 1 have 01- thc 
character ot- these animals. I would havc l i k d  thc olhcr Lo follow his cnn~panion. 
Hut he did not do so. and alicr a ~nomunl hesitation. thc latter entered thc 
watcr. stretching out his trunk to nle and snifinp noisily. I did not know what to 
do: going back to the hulk whcrt thc forcsl and the n ~ k s  h m d  my way on two 
sides out rlf thrcc was pcrhaps Inore dangerous still than stayins in thc watcr. 
Thus 1 rcmaincd. making n ~ y s r l f a s  small as pnssiblc and carcl'ully watching thc 
nlovcrncnts ol'thc prohowidcan, rcady to brace myself against the cum-nl. riskin: 
k i n g  uarricd down. quitc Far fmm my clorhes and my notcs. if thc animal ltnlkcd 
like ga t ing  t w  closc. I Ic was colrlr~ul a magnificent brown. His greal height and 
thc s i x  of his tusks prr~vcd that he had long since reached thc znd of his grnwh. 
Hc wilC1cd inlo thc ivatrr up to his k11y and k g a n  to spray his hack with his iru~lk. 
We \V;.LW solnc twcnty mctcrs 3waj= from r x h  other and he constantly hcld his 
little gray cycs fixed 011 mt. strttuhinz his trunk in my direction from time to 
[i~llc. But suvn hu appcmd to tw: havinz so much fun p u r i n e  walcr over his body 



that he sccmcd ilot to makc much of my prcsencc. Littlc-by-li~tlc. 1 approached 
the hank where Iny thine5 were dryine in the sun. I thrcw them ovcr my shouldcs 
and quickly continued my walk, sometimes t h r r w i n ~  a rurlivc g l m c  back to my 
bathing companion. The latter did not cven bothcr to turn to scc which direction 
1 tool; and for a long timc I could w c  thc jets nf watcr [hit hc launched into the 
air falling like rain sparkling in the rays of thc sun. 

By norm. the bank or the river had dctinitely h-c-omc a hish vcnical wall. 
covered as always with tanylcd vegctatiun. I h id  h ~ n  marching for six hours. I 
was rwercome with Fa~igue. the sand and the n ~ k s  had w a r m ~ d  up in thc rays of 
the sun. dcspite thc numerous cl<>uds that soficn~ul its prlwcr. My lrakcd fcct 
wcrc swollen and hlcedinp. M y  lovc of geography yielded lo huupcr. I took a last 
ohstrrvatiol~ ot- thc rivcr. selectcd a shady p l x c  on the rivcr hank and opcncd thc 
packet of provisions the cook had given mc when I lefr: riuc. instead of  bread. 
md a roast chickcn wcrc the crmtcnts. The w a ~ c r  of the r iwr  was nM far. 1 had a 
mcal that gave mc-with my n p ~ t i t c  sharpnr-d by a long march-mow plcisurr 
than the mast mouth-waterin$ Ccast in thc civiliird world. hl one o ' c l t ~ k .  1 
rctraccd my stcps. It was siesh Bmc. The wind had fallen and the heat had huctlme 
suCCwating. Ihu: banks nf thc river. busy since morn in^ with the animals that 
came to quench thcir thirst when they wokc up, werc dcscncd again. The torest 
was silent. Thc wild inhahitants retired into the deep-st of these frcsh rctwats. 1 
ivas alone t o  brave the heat of the day and I mechanically followed ~ h c  maces of 
nly tkct imprinted in thc sand and m i x d  with thc imptinth ot- dccr of all kinds. 
wild h m r  and zlcphant. I would have likcd to wipc away [his drjuhlc iurrow lcft 
by my pasuse. whirh appared to shin this hemliful place. This wlira* landwqx 
ol- the Mckong. one of thc last that I wrts to see. has rclnained dwply enpravcd in 
my rncrnory. 

It was night when 1 rctumcd to the ramp. The slory h a t  I tnld ahout uly day lo 
the huntcrs in the Commission madc their mwlhx water. 1 a ~ r c ~ d  t o  conduct 
them to this El Doradr, whcrr: deer cwld he taken with bare hands. the next day. 
It was ntlt without rcmorsc that I hctraycd thc hospitality that I had reccivcd and 
thc pc.accrul. almost friendly, reccplion that the dcniwln had ~ i w n  me. Rut l u u k i l ~  
our numkr- -we wrrc a party of thra. or four--and our convcrsitions-c spoke 
loudly-gave ~ h c m  warning. Mvrcover. we IcCt too late to surprise them at their 
carly olorning watcrinp-holes. This new excursion was not a huntinz l imy but a 
srn~ll  that was in~ilrrupted by a torrcn1ial rain shower. 
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In the cvcning of the same day. twelve pack-saddle h u l l c ~ h  anived at thc srrlcr. 
They had k c n  put at our disposal by the governor of Mut~n? Lim. ?he n ~ d s .  
which had k e n  badly aHcctcd by the rains, and the very stcep hills that w had to 
climb whcn leaving camp permitted us to load them only lightly. Ikspitc all the 
reductions in luggage. our instrurncnts and our hartcr goods still fvrmcd loads 
for sornc twenty bullrlcks. That was thc number that wc had requested. The eight 
hcaslr of burden still lo come. would not arrive until the evening of hc next day. 
thcy said. Mr. de Lagkc resolved to leave early ncxt morning with all the other 
menhers of thu Commissirm. U'c finally rclca~od the boats fnlm Xieng Khong. 
which had been auaai~ing the outcome of the negotiations with Muong Lim for 
three days. 1 had to stay in the srrlrr with two Annamites to guxd  the rest of our 
luggape until ~ h c  arrival of thc right pack-saddle bullocks that were promisrd. 

I wailed fortyeight hours. durinz which the rains continued with such force 
t h a ~  [he waters of the river climhcd more than three meters and flooded the 
ct,lumns which supported the scrlrr itself. 1 learncd that most or the bullocks 
wcrc so exh;lustcd during this shon section nf thc expedition's journey that their 
loads had been rcdis~ributed among  he porters. They needed fivc hours to cover 
 he distance of fourteen kilomclcrs betwecn the srrlti and Muong Lim. It was an 
indication of the difficulties that we were going to face in the rust 01-our joumcy 
overland during  he rainy suson. They scnt me twenty mcn instead of h e  eigh~ 
bullocks that I cxpefted. 1 dividcd the remainder of the lugy_rc among them and 
on 23 June 1867 I joined thc expedition again. 

When we had traversed the t w  or three small chains of hills hrdering thc 
river. among which ran small brooks whrse beds we u.wd as roads during mosl 
of this section. wc found ourselves in a g m t  plain watered by thr Nam Lim. and 
in which thc .W~mng with this name was sitcd. The Yam Lim was rather a big 
river which we crossed in boats: it seemd 10 come from a lake situa~cd closc 10 

the dividing line between lhc waters of thc Mekong md the Salween. 

The Commission's camp was situarcd at one end of thc village. It was a long 
house s~ilts. insidc which stood some field-beds. Thc construclion of 
huts on stills, which nisc   he floor ahc~vc _eround. was 125s general hcrc. There 
was a _grcal throng nf p p l c  already anlund our housc and I had wmc difficulty 
getting in. 



Chapter 2 

A stuj in Muong Lin-The low rrsources of tize 
e-rpedifion- -The marker of M ~ o t ~ g  Ijnz 

.Muong Lim was a big village. encin-lud by well-estdblishud rice-fields. whcrc 
cvery five days a big market tuok place. The high value of the goods indicated 
important tradc rcla~ions. There wcrc many English textiles on display. Wc could 
not help admiring the ability and practical sense of our rivals in the e x p r t  field. 
They had created special pnwlucts for Indochina with the colors prcfcrred by the 
locals and the patterns that wcrc most appropriate to their liking. Pictures of 
pagdas and other Buddhist ilems were dispkdyd in the background of all these 
textiles. which had exactly the same length and width as those of local 
manufacture. i.e., beforc the introduction of European prtducts. When will wc 
have as much foresight. au much attention 10 rulure interests in France to try to 

capotl our products also, instead of considering only ways or dumping thc rcjocts 
of our hctories? 

Chinese customs in relation ro moncy were i n  use. Money was only a 
commodity that was weighed and then exchanged against othcr commodities. 
We had to have our rira1.s melted down and cast into rhe shape of the ingots usod 
in the country. Thcsc ingots were retailed by subdividing them into picucs of 
variable sizes using a hammer and chisel. W'e had to chain one of thosc small 
pairs of Roman scales with three Icvcrs and three different gradations which 
serve for the making of payments and which the inhabitants of thu country. 
following thc example of the Chinese, always rarricd on them. Wc have to add 
that there were not two of thew instruments [hat looked perfectly alike and that 
a merchant always carried two ofthem, one for sclling. and the othcr for buying. 
The douhlc usage of the H u m s c  and the Chincsc weights increawd the confusion 
and Fdvored misunderstdndin~s which crafty people knew how to profit from. An 



h ~ n c s t  nyall was ;~lwa\;s d u p d  in thcsc dubious transactions and ivc wcrc nlicn ill 
that caw. 

Ihc p)pul;ltion of Muung I.im was less tiniid than in Siilrnesc I a l s  of rhc 
south. and thmngcd a r o ~ n ~ d  us. as much rlut of curiosity as from se1C-intcrcst. 
\Vc wcrc made the most oncrous r~lrcrs of scrvicc. The low priccs to  which wc 
wcrc aciccustr~mud m;dc us consider thc priccs quotud by the locals cvcn morc 

cnorhihn~.  The absence oC all Frlvcmmcnl protection had lcfr us at thc mercy of 
all this g r c ~ d i ~ ~ c s s .  TO nur dismay. we pun-civd that we wcrc going to he fl~u'ccd 
scvcrcly and  hat the pcwr cash h l x  of the expedition would no[ s u p p r l  such 
harsh attacks for very long. .lb all the privaiir)~ls [hat we already had to ovcrcumu 
rahcrs would he addcd. Ifonrinz us] tu make savings on our fo td  ilsc-lf- at a tinlc 
when thc iatiguc: wc had to cndurc and the sorry statc oC r)ur hcalth nyuircd a 
morc substantial dict. 

Two olliccrs wcrc suriourly ill: Mr. Thorel was affected by an illness of t h ~  
digustivc tract: Mr. I)rlaporzc had ulccrs on his feet which thc hitcs of lcwhcs 
and a journey underlaken through waking terriiin had aggrauatcd to the point 
whcrc he wits no I o n g ~ r  able 10 walk. Wc had to think about carrying him on our 
next march. -1hal was a serious prclblem on an ovcrland journey. hy roads that had 
hcccl~l~c ia~p;lsw;ahlc for ~ h c  bullocks. 

To all thcsc worries was added ~ h c  unccnainty regarding our progress Itowards 
kntlwinp] the intentions of  ~ h c  king of Xieng Tong. The delay in his ruspcmw 
foreshadowed difficulties and WAS 10 cause hold-ups which would always involvc 
ta tm expenses. "Wc are not cvun rich L ' I I O U ~ ~  any rnurc." 1 i w s  tc~ld by C~jill~l~il~ldcl. 
dc LagrGc. "to buy off one r~i'thcsc liitlc chieftains. whosc gotd or  had will citn 
nuke  or hwak our journty. By being ; ~ r  economical as possihlc. we rnily hold out 
tivc or six months mow. IIowcvcr. then we will hc shrinz ruin in thc lhcc. Oh. if 
thcy had only aIlottud us Iwcnty thnusand francs morc!"' 

Ncvcrthcless. wc hid our povcrty under a pmud k x i n s .  always hoping for 
some happy circums~ancc which kvould open ;l c ~ d i l  linc with srmc Iriclldly 
dtspmt for us. and wc c u r d  thu pc1111y-pinching of thc governor of Cr~hinchi l l i~  
who had so  poorly rnatchcd our rcsourccs with thc irnpr~mncc of the journey 
and p lxcd  six dedica t~d plyjplc in i t  prxition whcrc. CCK thc want ul'a few thousilnd 
trancs. thcy had to usl. thcir CIICI-gx their dcvoiion and thcir inttlligcncc to achicvc 
nuthing. N'c. did not douh~-as h;ipwnctl latcr-that the day rvc had tr) bo~.rtnv in 
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thc Ilainc 01-thc I'rcnch go\=cmmcnt. thc lattcr ~ = n u l d  hxrcn  to h o ~ i r ~ r  onr s i ~ n a ~ u r c .  
But. luckily- wc wcrc not yrl reduced to h c g g i n ~  o r  borrowing (rum thc Icral 
au~horitics and it would br cc>mprornising our d ipni~y and the succcss oC our 
negc>~iations with thrnl lo allow them a ~ l i m p s c  oi our shc>na_rcs. 

Cc>malilndcr dc l q r 2 c  had paid visit l o  thc yvcrntbr of Muclng I.im. an old 
man of wve~lt>=. u=ho was waitilig h r  instructions from Xicng Trmg ;IS lo what 
kind ofrclations hc. had to csti~blish with us. As rcscrvcd as his r~vcption was. hc 
u1c;lrly silw hlr. dc I-aprk a s  tht  cnvuy 01- a pjwcrful sovcrcipn: a guard was 
placed artwnd us and our lodgings wcrc madc. as  conlfclrtablc as possihlc.. Some 
Muon= musicians cvcn camc to wwnadc us and tcst rwr gcncrosity. Mr. Iklaporle 
h;a alwady ~ i v c n  sc~mr nrltlcs on Ialrltian music clscwhcrc. I myill nor rcturn to 
this point: 1 will contcnt ~rly?icll-with saying that thc principill singer had apicasmt 
v0ic.c and that thc livcly and vcy- rhylhmic tunc which he u=:irhlc.d did scuni to he 
rather musing. lIis ct)~np;lnians rcpmtcd a v c q  short refiain after cach of thc 
vrrscs of the sttloisl 1. providing a chorus. sung ] with rcrnarkahlc unison. 

The ncw [(c~cialj lypcs who appeared at this pcrirdical ritarkct furnished rlthcr 
clhjccts hr study and ohscn=ation. I hilvc illready outlined the nuw chh;lrctcristics 
[ w t  had obscn;.cd in j ~ h c  I-aotim race. . . since wc rcachcd Lumy Prdbanp. I havc 
pmvidcd an idca r)C thc nativc r;lcz\ who. undcr the namcs of Khmou and Lrmct. 
populatr thc rivcr vallcy l i u ~ n  Paklay to Xicng Tons. In Muonp Linl wc mct with 
olhcr nativrs who had a vcry distinctive appxxmcc and ;I niust picturt'squc drc-ss. 
Thcsc wcrc thc Mou-tseu. Thcy havc alrcady h e n  descrihcd by MncLctJd. 
Colonel Yule sugycsted that their namc m i g h ~  hc thc sanw ax t h ~  oC thc Miao- 
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tscu who inhabited certain districls or the Chinese provinces of Y u n n i ,  S2- 

tchoucn and Kouy-tcheou today and who had not heen assimilalcd or even 
complc~ely subjected by thc Chinusc. Wk had not sccn cnough hliao-twu to 
asscss whcther this likeness could hi: well-founded. Ho\vcvcr. i~ would be all the 
more interesting to scc if ~ h c  Miaetseu were the only population of Uaucxsian 
origin that had survived without mixing amid the inucssantly rcncwed tloods of 
Mongol invasinns.' 

lhc Mou-tszu displayed an invcntivcncss and a complexity in thuir drcss that 
tvc had nut met before in Indr~China. The numerous tinscl-hung trxliles which 
cr~vcrcd thuir bodies gave thcm sornc rcscmblance ro the Bohemian tribcs or the 
inhabitants of certain dislriuts clC Brittany. l'he hainins [hcad-drcssesj of thc 
wtlmcn were most original: they were composed nf a wrics of bamboo rings. 
utlvurcd with twisted straw and cr~utcd  on top of the hcad. The brill1 of this son 
of hat was udorncd with silvlrr balls which danglcd in lionr. A h v e  this thcrc 
were two rows of white glass pearls: on the left side hung a tuft of white and rcd 
cotton threads nut of which cimc a cord formed by strings of nlulticolored pearls. 
Flowers and Icavcs further adorned these [hcad-drcsses] which were suhjccl to 
the a g r c a ~  variety ofnloditiciinns. ?kc women worc a closely fitting outfit, Ihc 
sleeves and skirts or which were embmidercd w i h  while pearls with a blur on 
the bus1 and a vcry short skirt which did nut reach to the knees. l hc i r  Icps wcrt 
covercd in light-lilting gaiters which started at the ankle and covercd ~ h c  whrllc 
calf. Thc yaitcrs were also adorncd with a string of' pearls down thc middle of thc 
Icg. Thc dress was completed by car-pcndants orcolored pearls or made rlT blowu- 
silver halls. I~racelets. hclts. hangers and cross-belts which uonsistcd of shells 
and of Chinu* coins with squarc holcs inscr ld  in the belts. crossing over t h t  
bust. The men wnrc turbans. a pair of short. widc trouscrs and a jacket with silvcr 
buttons. The costume of hl th wxcs was completed by a sofl rlT coat made of 
leaves in the form or a h a l f q c n e d  hook which was attachcd to the neck and 
which you pulled ovcr plur hcad as ;I portable sheltcr when it raioed. When thc 
women carricd loads they used a wooden plank which was placed on lhcir 
shouldrrs and had an indcn~ation Tor the neck. and to which was attached the 
basket containin9 thc clhj~x-ts to be carried. In front. this plank was held in p l x c  
by mpcs ;~tt;lchcd to thc k11 ur which thc womcn held in the hands. 

Somc of these natives had long hair plaited inlo pig-tails likt the Chinese. 
Their language diffcrrd profoundly 1-mm I .antian. I t  had h m h .  whistling stlunds 



which distinguished it vcry msily from the other languages of southern Indo- 
China.  They had spccial chiefs. wcrc very superstitious and no1 very 
cornmunicarive. They come. they say hcmselves. from bcyond hluong Lim. Mr. 
h l a p o n c  had all thc  rouble in the wi..clrld in drawing a Mou-tseu woman and only 
after she had been givcn some small objects and moncy was she prcparcd to 
rcmain still for a fcw moments. The comical unrcst. which we wcrc able to read 
on hcr face. indicated that she hc l ievd herself to bc iq the prc-wncc of some 
caskr of spells who might play a  bad trick on hcr. 

On 28 June, the zclvcmor o f  Muong Lim finally came ro our camp to 
communiuate the answcr of Xieng .Tony to Uomrnandcr de La@. It was 
favorable. King Khrmanta of IbunekabouIy authorized us to c n p z c  men and 
hats on his territory and to continue our journey in thu valley of thc rivcr. He 
infonncd us that if wc wanted to go lo  Xieng Tons. it would hc necessary to 
rcqucst a new authorization. This lc~tcr  was in Lu characters and it kgan 
with an extremely long enurneralion of titles. Ncvcnheless. it rcminded us that 
thc kingdom nf X i n g  Tong o r  Khcmarata ' paid ~ribute to Muong Kham-Angvii 
(the Golden kfumg: An). 

The rneswngcr p v c  us some interesting details of the debatcs rhat our request 
had sparked in the myal council. Hr had stayed four days in Xieng Ton2 during 
which time he had k e n  sent back and forth he tw~vn  the first and .wcond king and 
from  he latter to the Burmese uhicf responsihlc ror reprer;entin_r the court of 
:\via to the lcral sovereign. This official. whosc existence Commander de 1-agriur 
had ignored. had wilhoui doubt hccn v c x d  that among the giks. sent hy the chief 
ot- the I:rcnuh mission. thcrc had been nonc for him and hu had put up sump 
opposition to hc authorization for h e  passage which we had h ~ n  granted. Thc 
messenger had tried to cxoncrdr: Commander de L a g r k  for this lack of _rifts, 
alleging his ignorance of thc prcscnce of a Burmese officer in Xicng Tong. "Why 
do thew p p l e  prescnl ~hcmselves as pnwcrful and Icmcd when thcy ignore 
such thinss?" answered thc agent of Ava. Ncvcrtheless. thc king had cnuntcrcd 
his resistance by asking him: "Why do you rcar them? T h q  number only sixteen 
and m:c n u m b  thirty nr  fony thousand. Do you k l i e v r  rhey will defcat us? 

The chief of thr expedition immediately rcqucs~ed the ncccssary means or 
trmsportdion fmnl Muon2 Lim lo  continue our i t inene .  W c  frlllor\,ed the vallcy 
of the river. heading north-cxl. That was thc shortest way to rcach Xieng IIong 
or AlCv);. thc homeland o r  our interprckr and the city where in 1837 hlackod 
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had cndcd hih juurncy. It was situatcd on the right hank of thu river. at 17 dcgrccs 
of latitudc north. On t he way. hcsides ~ h c  tcmtu5- of X i c n ~  Tc~ne. wr had trl pass 
t h r r ~ ~ ~ h  the ~ c r r i ~ o r y  of  Xieng Kheng or Muons Ytu. another Laotiiln prrlvi~~cc 
that paid tribute to Ara and the govern(# of which. who was a younger hrothcr of 
the king of Xicnp Tong. rcccivcd the title of king threc or four );cars ip. 

Dcspitu the aurhorizatinn which had bccn given by thc king or Siung lbnz.  the 
local ~lulhoritics gave us v e e  little hclp when wc  discuswd ~ h c  utt~lditions of 
cngiagetncnt of our l u g g q c  porters: had to yicld tu all the dcmands 01' thc 
locals. 

:\I no price wcrc w(: able to c o n v i ~ ~ c e  thcrn to c m y  Mr. Dcli~pr,r~s. ~ v h o  \\!a> 
unable to walk or  Illnun1 a h u r . ~ ,  in a harnolock. Carrying a11 ill persun was to 
cnpnsc oncsclC to ~ h c  same disease. said the inhhita~its .  "1 shall complain to :\va 
&out this kick or support." said Mr. de I-agrCc. "%'rite to who~n you want." rcplicti 
thc governor. "I can't do mylhing at all ahrlut this." And surely. those adminislcrcd 
Icd (hcir administra~ors nloi-e than the adrl~inistratc>rs Icd them. Our Tagals and 
hnnamitcs had to carry Mr. Ik-laportc: sr>l~lt. uf thtw. who wcrc na!t~mIIy rtthcr 
wcak. wen. struck down with fcvtr at prcscnt. Hcfon. ledving. wc cnded by h a v i n ~  
our csutln do a fir in^ exercisu lo reducu our arnn~unitions and. at IIIC samc timc. 
to h;~vc the range and precision rjl- our arms ;idrnircd. 

On 1 July wc s a  off on the nmd to 1'ali.o. At thc kginninp  of our jrwmcy- wc 
had to trawl over ;l v i s ~  cxptnw of newly worked ricc-ticlds cl~circlrd by nmt1w 
banks. partly dcstmycd by thc rain. in which wc otien cndcd halfway up to our 
k n ~ v s  in mud. LYc fordcd the Narn MnuY. m afiluunt of rhe Yam Linl. with thc 
warer up to our k l t s .  Bcyond thc ford there was a small village. I h i~d  slaycd on 
rhe hank of thc rivcr to assis1 in the passage of Mr. Iklarnflc and t o  order his 
portcrs who. king all rdther short of slaturr. had to fight against 11 strong crlrrc-nl 
and prevent thc hammuck from hciny suhrncrgcd in the watrr. Thc urc3ssinz 
cornplcted wi~hclnt pmhlerns. we prepared t o  p s s  through the \ ~ i l l a ~ e  10 join lllc 
head d t h c  convoy which was Car ahcad. whcn somc ltwals rushud tn rnccllts and 
told us to change our i t inerq- .  I tirst thought that u:c had ma& an crrvr and that 
they wint~ui  to wt us h x k  on thc right rrlad. but I soon cd~wwcd. I h m  thcir 
womcd hers and mcnacing zcscurcs. thnt this demonstration was directed itpinst 
lhc ill pur..irm. kvhnsc prcscncc in the v i l h ~ c  had to hc avoid~ul x< it was a had 
omcn. My indignation and that of thc men or the  escort. who surround~d me. was 
cxpresscd in a very encrgrtit- way MI that t h q  h r c d  not insist Ct~nhcr. 111 parliuular. 
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Plate 7 The  elcon con?^" nf n sick per.w>n i r i  o Lnotion villcr,ge (rlrau1in,q I7.v 

E. Rrij'rrr-(1, ~ J C I S P I ~  ot? ( I  . ~ k ~ t c h  I?! L. D~lr~por t r , ) .  

our rifles and rcvcllvers f'i~mished our arguments with an irresistible eloqucncc. 
Wc passed through the villago without filrthcr incident. 

Reyond this. the forest and less dill'icult roads hcgan. In the cvening we stopped 
at Ban Nam Kun, ha lhny  to Palko, in the house of a monk whish served as thc 
tcmple. If the inhahitnnts of this region were intolc.r:~nt ant1 grcctly, the pricsts, 
howcvcr. practicccl hospitality towards foreign visitors in the most exemplary 
way. As far as wc were conccrned. they never hat1 to regret this and we always 
rnnde cvcry effort to adapt ourscl\les to all the exipcncies of thc rcligion and 
nevcr joined in its ceremonies. The li~rmi~lities to which we wcrc constraincd. 
hecnusc wc stayed in sacred plaocs, piit very little [inconvcniencel in our way. 
The only precautiiln to which clur hosts seenicd to hold firmly consisted in never 
killing an anirnal in ~ h c  grounds of the pagoda. Consequcnlly. Pedro. our cook, 
went farlhcr away to twist the necks of the chickcns arirl ducks that ;iclorncd our 
table. Ciilis, 3s much adapted to tlic visible nccds of thc tcmple or its priests ar; 
possible. rcwarded (hen1 generously for their hospitality 2nd illmost nlwilys thc 
gratitude shown to us proved that i t  w:ls not we whu remained indebted. 



The ncnt day. 2 July. after five hours r)f very difticult march amid the small 
Forested hills, intermptcd by brooks and swamps mlons which the palh was utien 
lost. we arriwd at Paleo. where wu insrallcd o u r d v e s  in a new pigtda. pleasantly 
located closc to thc cdge rlf the Nam Kay. a small affluent ill- the Ca~nbrd ia  rivcr. 
The whole afternoun was devoted tn weighing our thc salarizs of our porters. 
Each ul-them demanded that w c  use thcir wciehing scales and put our patience to 
a tough test. Thc thirty h1omctcr:rs thal we had traversed from Muons Linl cost 
us ahout onc hundrcd and lifty lbncs.  With this tariff. wc would not go f5r and 
wc decided on a ncW wduction of the luggage. RUI. instcad nf giving away our 
effccts. as in Luang t3r;ihang. wc sold them: a coat was traded for two chickens. 
a pair of Imuscrs for a duck. n cotton vest fur a cucumkr.  \Vc rcwlvcd to c q  

our own arms. to abandon thc small martrcsws which had so  far shicldcd us 
from crlntacr with thc b;ue p u n d  and t o  m a n a ~ c  henuuCurrh with our covers as 
bedding and camping par. 11us  we ~ d u c e d  our luggage l o  thiny quirc mmgc';lble 
packages, of which the medicines. the instmnlents. the arn~l~unirion and the money 
F o n d  the most cnnhiderahlc parl. We slill had abut ten thousand tkanus in 
silver. weighing tifly kilograms. Although wr: had divided it into two pxkagcs. 
thc volume or these. IW small relative to its weight. atvactcd much altcntinn 
as C) rcquirc spocid surwillancc by onc of the men of thc cscorl on thc mad. 

Palto was a small place on the right bank 01- thc rivrr. Naturally. I would meet 
 his old acquaintance again: the Mckong river ran thcri: in a plain in which it 
cxpandcd at its eaw. compx;lblc lo ~ h c  mosl hcruautilirl arcas of Lower Laos. 
t i o w e ~ c r ,  apart from some lishcr~nen's boats. il continued ro hc absolutely 
descrlcd as a commc.rcia1 mute. The lefi hank still klcmged to> Muong .Van and. 
con?icquently. to Siani. It was four or fivu milt?; highcr up that a small river. [hc 
Lam Si. fnrnmed thc h r d c r  betwell  the Siarncsc and Burrnc\e tcrritr>rics. 

A l l i ~ a ~ o r s  were ahundant on the hanks elf the rivcr and we wcrc hmugh  a ccn~in 
numhcr of rhc eggs d thcsu reptiles. Thu locals wcrc not ah>\;. using thew in 
thcir culinary cndeavurs. Whzn this new dish appared on our ~ahle.  it rcsultcd in 
an almost gcneral distaste and dislikc. I atwnipted 10 ovcrcomc the prcjudiuc 
which always attauhcs t o  unknown f d  and 1 hnvcly rupturcd ~hc. fat cnvclopc 
of the* iee_e_rs shells. Thi: conknts. uniformly yellowish in color. hprc.;1d 
on my plate.. I tastcd it, hiding my apprehensions undrr a Finn counlenance and 
hopin2 that 1 would be imitated. I quickly declared that it was a dcliuious fuodstul-i. 
Indeed. thc Ilnur-like and w f ~ i s h  taste of this thick liquid contained nothing 
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disqrcvahlc. NL'V~IIIICICS?~. TIIF cxil11lp1~ having pcrsuad~ul nuhtdy. I rcnoancrd 
this pastrnnomic cxpcrilmcc. 

In Pal20 we lound anotl~cr typc of nativc. thc Kha Kho. whose appxaranur 
rcsen~hlcd th t  Chincst t y w  infini~cly mow than thc Annarnitc tyw. Thcy had 
short hair. cxccpt fur a ti~il h=hich thcy ntllcd in ;I black turban a h r n c d  with sill-er 
rings. I'he dress of thc womnl  vllri~d litllc horn lhat rlf thc hinu-twu \vhom wc 
mcl in hluong I-im. Only the married women had thc rizhr to wrar a hairdo [hcild- 
drcssl. II was c s ~ c i a l l y  m;ale for thc person whr> was i ~ s  owncr and from the day 
of marriayc. the worncn and Ihc (head-drcssl were ncvcr s c p r a ~ c d :  thcy wcrc 
intcrrcd in thc same tnnlh. The Kh;l Kho posscsscd 3 g ~ a t  numhcr ot silver 
oh-jcc~s which h id  k e n  chisclcd with grc;~t task. They evcn had p i p s  mdc r)C 

this mclal. depicting quite eracinus subject>. They rcfuwicd to serve as our portcrs. 
wying t h a ~  thcy fcarcd thc hcavy burdens. and thc authoritics of Pa1i.r). prohahly 
won ovcr to our side with gifts. did not insist with 1ht111. Instcad. wa cngagcd 1-u 
pmplc t r ~  thc ncxt strlpvcr. Sicrnlip. 

Commander dc  Layrec scnt his intcrplrtrr. :216vy. accompanied by twt, 
Annamilcs. one of myhorn was the ~crgeilnt. a solid and dutcrrnincd man. ahcad lo 

this placc to inform thc 1tral authoritics nt- our c o n l i ~ ~ g  arid to rcqucst them to 
wnd a Ictlrr trj thc king of Xirng Khcng. to \vhr)~li Sicmlip was sub-jcct and with 
rvlion~ wc had 10 takc similar slcps tho= that we had tilkcn with thc kine oC 
Xicry Tong. his hrothcr. This timc Mr. dc  Iiigr6e was cxeful  no1 lo f o r g ~ l  thc 
Bur~llcsc ol'licial who was s~;ltir~ncd in Xicng Khcng to wiltch the I r ~ a l  princu. in 
his distribution c>C gifts. 

A1i.v~ IcCt on 5 July. Wc would hiwe l ~ l l o ~ v ~ d  hi111 thc nuxt day had it not k c n  
Cor the rains which siwllcd onc ot thc torrents wt: hiid to travcrsu st) much that 
we wi'rc unahlc cvcn to allcrnpt i ~ s  prlssapc with nlen laden with h;lgyagc. The 
seventh having paswd withoul rain. rhc watcrs rcccdcd and we continued our 
joumcy on thc mornin: oC thc eighth. A1 night we had to sleep in thc frmst on 
 he bi111ks of il torrent rvhcru wc ur)nstruutcd a shcltcr of Icaves 10 protect 11s 

apainst the showers which would no1 fail to tmuhlc uor sleep. Ooc of t hc~n  WLS 

so heavy rh;n it srwn broke doow thr: li-ail layer of Icaws that rcpcllrd it and wc 
were inundated undcr our covcrs. That. how=cvcr. m=as not {he main rcawn lor 11c~ 
being able to sleep: besides the 1irgir)11s r>C luc.chcs and mrlsquitocs. inscpri~blc 
compilnions o l  thc trivclcr in the fowst d u r i n ~  this wason. the placc that w n t d  
as our strjpnvcr was infested with innur~~srahlc win& f l u s  which crcpt into clur 



walp and ciluwd thc 111ost ucutc itching. F ~ r l y  the ncxl r~lorning wc \v~I'L' only 
ten) hippy to mtwc nut 01- this unroivard retugc and lo hreathc an air Icss infcs~cd 
wilh ~IISCCIS on the mild. 

Thc wgirln travcrw-d. which had hu.n tlat thc prcu-cdiu_r day. now hccarnr. 
moun~airlous: thu fttrcs1-cc~vrrcd slopes. that we climhcd and dcwc~~d iu l  in turn. 
sorncti~ncs worc a m;lyliticent appearance which worry allti frl~isuc prcvcntcd us 
Crr>111 c ~ ~ j o y i n g  a s  it ~ncritcd. llcn: aild thcrc.. sons flanks were covcrcd with 
ct>t!un plantations. On the highcsl plalzaux. thcn. sprang up ii-clls. the limpid 
wdtcr of which ran undcr flowcriag grassland. We ended aftcr live hours of 
marching in the plain of Sicrnlip. where K=C ayain had a splash anlid thc ricc- 
lirlds. somc of which wen. nrwly planted. Vte foulld Aldvy and ourtwu Annarni1i.5 
ins~alled in the papurla of the vi1l;lye. busy orymizing our kitchen. Thq had alrrady 
k e n  able lo fill our storuror>m by a brilliant feat. In thc fnrcs~.  during ~llcir  
jour~ley from P a l h  tto Sirrnllp. a big dccr had hccn slain by a tiger unddcr their 
yen;. cycs. Wi~hout Ictting this double and sudden ;Ippe;lrancc uonfuw thcrn. .lZICvy 
and thc Annamitc hergrant had imrl~cdiatcly fired. less wirh ~ h c  intc~riion ofh i~t ing  
the fcnlcious beast which. if wounded. would have hcc-rlmc dn~lgerous. h u ~  rather 
lo t r i~htcn  it. Thc doublc dzlonation indccd wnt it flwinp and the hunlcrs hild 
hrcn ahlc to finish off thc still throbbing deer withnut inlending to. Reins u~rllhlc 
to considcr taking cvce-thing. thcy dc~achcd the hindquarters and. amving in 
Sicml3p. thcy had saltcd it. Thus w Crwnd rnrselvc:~ in charge of a wnistln supply 
which would take c i  cof our nwdr  iitr several days. 

On the eighth. the cvcning of our arrival in Sic~lllSp. thc village authorities had 
scnt Crlnlnlandcr dc  Lagrk ' s  lcttcr trl Xieng Khcns. The conlrnandcr rcqucstcd 
permission lo  depan for  his city withrlul waiting for a reply. basing his rcqucst 
on ~ h c  a_grcement o r  the king of Xien? T U I I ~ .  which evidently implied the conscnl 
of his younger hmthcr. After some hesitations. thc chicf oC the v i l l a ~ e  ~ r t u s c d  
and we could do nothiog hut patiently await thc rcsult uf this ncw step. The statc 
of heal~h at- the c x p d i ~ i o n  uras dcplrtrdblc: ihc last marches we had dune in thc 
ii~rcst and in thc ricc-tields, the soil of which w;ls soaked by thc lirst big rains 
and which cxudcd dangerous rni i~s~nas and contein~rd n~yriads d I~vchcs. had 
produced fcvcr atticks and f o o ~  laccritions which kept half our pcoplc on thcir 
M a .  Thc hrld slale 01- the r t ~ ~ d s .  thc seas rlf mud or the swamps we had to cross 
lo gct rlut oC the immcdia~c surrc~u~~dings oC thc villagc. dcp r iv~d  us of thc usual 
distractions of excursions or wi~lks and rcduccd nlost of us I(> idleness. Thc  
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hmhncss  clC the inhabitants. who honorcd Lhcir intention to exploit our situation 
more each day m d  to make us pay an exorbitant priuc for the least movement. 
thc ill will o r  indifference of the Icral authorities. the fear of seeing the Burmese 
chiefs c>C ~ h c  arca po  back on an asrccmcnl which h id  only k e n  obtained after 
long discussion, all thesc wawlns to doubt our success, tngether with a lonz 
isolation and acute physical suffcrin_r. da rkend  our mood and depressed our 
morale. In the cnrncr of the p;lguda that had k e n  transformed into a hospi~al. w 
had no other recousc but to rcturn thc curiosity that those who carnc and w n l  
displayed towards us. to familiarize ourselves with the daily ucrcmonics of the 
Buddhist religion and sc~mrtimcs also to become merchants. l 'hc Itrals had quite 
quickly choscn ~ h c  hamr objects we still had in prcfcrcnuc to our money and 
almost all the purchases wctc made in kind. which s p a c d  the purse of thc 
expedition cr>nsidcrably. Squatting on the ground and sprcadin~ before u s  the 
images. the g lasswm,  and thc pieces of cloth. we earnestly diwusscd with the 
village houwwives the number of bananas. orangs.  chickens. fish or  ducks that 
we wanted in rcturn for our knickknacks. Our Annamitcs, who spoke [he local 
language hcttcr than we did. had kcornc  qu ik  skilled at this sort of bartering and 
sornctimcs they amused us u=ith thcir suhtlc masoning and the enumeration nf 
thc marvelous characteristics rhat they anrihuld to h e  Europlan objects in thcir 
displays. So~nzti~nes.  we asked oursclvcs what our friends would say if they saw= 

us in this role of hawker-charlahn and thc memory of the civilized world. ~ h c  
uxistenci. of which seemed a drcarn to us, suddcnly saddened the mnst amusing 

Thc river flowed not far away from Sicmlip and I madc i~ the objective of onc 
of my first cxuursiclns: aiter having descrihcd a dctc~ur LO the u s t ,  il turned again 
to thc north. was enclowd k l w c c n  two chains of hills and offered navigalion 
that was, if not ease at lerrst possible for wrne time. Unfortunately. 1 discovcrcd 
only one big boat in thc vicinily; it beloneed to the village chief. Thcrc wcrc 
othcrs. it appeared. and a great uclcbration haying to take place on the sixtcvlnth 
at the temple. thc c h i d  camc on thc fourteenth ro ask Cornmandcr dc  La_rrk to 
lcavc il [the temple] and to inskill oursclvcs in some inhabited houses on thc. 
edge of the water. lJc ddcd that on rhe seventeenth. aftcr thc cclcbration, the 
hoats would come to kikc us ;md that we would be able to resume our juumcy. 
But the pricc was clulras~rlus and Uommmder de  I agr6c judged il unacctptahlc. 
Thus we stayed. 



Chapter 2 

On 1 6  July it was the first day o r  the waning m m n 4  of the ninth month in the 
Laorian calendar. This date w s  the beginning of the Pha Cti.rit (the rainy season). 
which lasts t h m  months and during which the monks canno1 s l ~ ~ p  nutside or 
leave thcir pag& Starting ~ h c  evening hclore. the priests ciicfully wa%hcd the 
statuc of the I-onl Buddha. -1he villagc w m e n  hrouyht them walcr and collcc~& 
the waler that had already hcen u.xd 10 clean thc idol. A _errat deal of ~ h c  night 
passed in uncnding praycrs. Early in the morning of the sixteenth. rhc crowd 
thmngd  to thr lcmple in fcstive dress. Everyone hrolrght fruits and flowers. 
burned candlcs or wicks of cotton stmked in oil and prayd while pouring water 
ink) a small trough. ma& in the flour, from lime to tirnc. 11 appemd that this 
lal~cr ceremony wrt5 addwssed to a female angel by the name of h ; q  Patoram. 
who was chlrgcd with pa rd ing  the waters. In  he afternoon, the ahhot of rhc 
pagoda. scaled in his chair. w w l d  read two chapters of the histo? of S I I ~ ~ I I I C I  
C h o ~ ~ ~ j ~ t t  to  he attentive and .wrcnc listeners. This sutra must sturn i-mm thc 
Buddhist literature of the north. I have ncvcr heard it quoted in Singhalese hcwks. 
There was a vaguc mcntion of thc kingdoms oi Metila, Takasila and Hoy Hct 
Pana. K ~ u r a l l y  thc listeners were ignoranl oCwherc these were situated. 'I'ka-sila 
(Taxila) was tor them the counlry of the.#itkrtr,y.~-: Mctila was the old Siam o r  pal 
of Cwhinchina. This ancicnt Hindu kingdom was Itlcated south of the Ymluna .  
an affluent of thc right bank of the <?m~cs.  The sutra also spvLr ahnut King 
Milinda. whew uonversatic~ns with thc preacher Na_gasena remained famous in 
rhc Buddhist ,turds and whose capital had been cquated with thc Sangnla of the 
Grcck historians. The inhabitants or this city offered strong resistance to 
Alexander and were all massicred rw laken away into captivity by the conquering 
Macedonian. Concerning Hoy Hct Pam. I did not know where this rnisht be. hut 
this was surcly anothcr distorted namt of sornc Iiindu kingdom. 

Hcrc. the inhabitants madc a kind c~f  movement with their hands, as  i l  they 
wnnted to brush away rno.quitoes. whcn they slllflcd their salutations in front nf 
thc altar. The Yhrr I ~ ~ c I  smson, which we s e r e  now beginnin2. was onc of the 
must celehrakd of thc Far: them w ~ s  a celebration e v c q  eight days. at every 
quarter of thc moon. i.c.. twice as  rcquent a5 during thc nine months of the 
LPet~g IW dry season. 

Some natiws of the Kha Kouy t r i k  who inhabit h e  vicini~y came to thu pagoda 
during thc uclebration. They said that they camc from thc vicinily of hluong 
Lim. Thcir Imguagc w i ~ s  similar to that of ,t'thc Mou-twu whorl1 ~vc. hid  met in 
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hluong Lim. Their applrarance was d i t t c ~ n t :  thcy Icn)k~ul likc Bunllche. their 
nose was arc-hcd: thcir hcad long: their profilc razor-hl& shapcd: their chin 
supprcswd: thcir niustache. their beauty-spt and thcir turban rave then1 a quaU 
Arahic 1onk. S o n ~ c  of l h e ~ n  had very handsornc k c s .  They d rc s s~d  alnloht likc 
Laotians. Thc hairdos ot-the womcn conlaincd hrnhoo rings and glassware hanpcrs 
like those ~ J C  thc Mou-tseu hut. in gcnrral. thc); wcrc less clcgannt. They did no1 
have any written language and they w~rshipcd  spirits. They buried thcir dcad and 
cauh family had its own vault. 11 is said that  hey oft~'11 con~nlitted mhbcrics on 
the ruads and h l ac lx td  rcp)flcd that thc governor ot- Xicng Hons was iimncrly 
obliged to nlakc an cxpcdition ayainst thcln to punish them for thcir handitp-. 
They pilid no other taxcs to ~hc. Liotian chiefs than some gifts of ma& and cotton 
cloth. They alsr, provid~ul thrm w i ~ h  rice and porters ivhcn Lhcy wcrc ~ravcliny. 
They cultiva~cd a lo1 (11' ~ r ~ h a c c o  and cotton which thcy sclld to ~ h c  Chincsc. Lcft 
aside whether they had anything clsc in common than their narnc with thc. Kouy 
who inhahitcd the mountains of Uamhodirl and of  whum I had never met an 

Thc night beforc thc cclchration. Commander de  L~gnie reccivcd a nciv 11ctlc.r 
fmni rhe king of Xicne Tong, which had k e n  addressed to him in Muong L i ~ n  
and was dated nine days hck.  This prince invit~ul the chief of the tircnrh cxpdition 
to cornc for a r c s ~  in Xicng Tong: Muong 1,im. hc wrote. was a bad village ia 
which foreigners of rank cannot receive a decent rcceplion. Thc  Burnirsc 
mandarin a ~ ~ c d  with the Laotian sovereign tn authorize this movc. 

What alight he thc purpow of this invi~alion:' Without doubt thc satisfaclir~n 
o l  curiosi~y and s c l f - c s ~ ~ ~ m  and  he desire on thc pfl of the Burmcst to gct 
wionlr gitth which hc  had nut rcccivcd thc Erst time mund. This dctour to thu 
west would lcnethrn clur journcy beyond measure and it would c o s ~  our purse 
dearly. Commander du Lagkc  resolved to emdc it and to considur this offer 
only a rncrc courtcsy invitation which could hc d ~ r l i n c d  withrlu~ showing any 
lack r l l  dcfcrcncc duc to the writers ot- thc lcttcr. Hc mswcrcd in this wise.  

On rhr eighteenth iw rcccivcd a 1;lvor;lblz reply from thc king of Muong You 
or Xicne Khcng: in his turn, he aurhori7cd us lo Lravcrsc his snrall kingdom. 
Ilcspitc thc sh t c  oC hcalth of thc expedition. which continued lo hu dcplorahlc. 
Commander dc h @ e  i~nmrdiately staflcd ~ h c  w n h  ii)r p ln t rs .  This activity 
m=as k t t c r  than prcl lon~il~g our idleness. which had a had cCCcc'1 rln our ~ n o r i k .  A 
sienilicant impn~vcmcnt h i~d rnanifcs~cd itself in ~ h c  slate of health o t  Mr. Jrluhcfl 



who had givcn us wrious 13.orric.s Cora fcw days and who had been affljctcd by a 
fever that had hoth typhc~id and bilious char;lctcristics.' The wounds on Mr. 
Uclaportc's font wcrc sluwly healing. Nrvcrthulcss. we had 10 rcfrai~i  from 
i r np t s in~  an immediate march on these rwo r,fLczrs and on two Annmites.  who 
also had had fwt. and wc dccidcd lo leave them hchind in Siemlgp for a few days. 
IIowcvcrr. the rcst of ~ h c  cxpcdition man;lzcd lo get back on thc wily without 
inconvenience. 

7hc Fovcrnts of Siemlsp ip=ho was given 10 npium rntlrt than tn his duties and 
who -=as rather badly disp)scd towards us. hd mswcrcd the firs1 nppn~ches of 

the cornrnandcr by saying that thc weather had h'comc trw pcmr and that thc 
rains were too fwqucnt to enable us to  continue our journcy. Thu handit raids 
were dsplor~blc: all thc torrcnts were ovcr rhcir hi11iks: a s  10 the rivzr. it had 
k c o o ~ c  trw h s l  and Illclrcover rhc Muong's only h i l t  WAX u d  to trimsporl 
mcruhallts and trauclcrs Croln one bank to rhu o th t r  and wc could not take it away 
h111 this scrvicc. Finally. the replanting of the ricc would lakc plilcc soon and 
thc fields necdcd a11 h;u~ds available. Thc govcmor concluded without hlinkiny 
that i t  wcwld hc. wiser lo wait thrct- It, four n~onrhs in SiemlSp iur thc rcturn ol- 
the dry wason! 

This rtply was hardly cncour;~ging. Mr. dc  L g k e  did not press the govcmor 
and 1~~3L2d elwwhurc iirr the help that was not i i ~ r t h c o m i n ~  Cru111 that gentleman. 
IIc was very ~vcll  a w m  that the inhahitanls wen. in as grcat haste to regain Cull 
pr~shrssion of  ~hu i r  pagoda as \i.c wcrc in a hurry tto lcavc and thus thcrc all 
clcmcel that almost ~ssumd the succ.css r)C his ~legotiations. On the twenty-lirs~ 
a low-ranking villagc c h i d  camc to tulk to him and a s k 4  what hc had dccidcd. 
Thc commander answered thal hc had mzt with a lot of  ill will but that he wr~uld 
leaw anyway. even if he had tto I c a v ~  all his l u g y d ~ c  in SiemlSp. Hc asked him 
even to find thc governor and 10 announce this decision. The i a o ~ i a n s  wcrc 
fri~hrcnud of any resprjnsihility and prefcrrcd to carry an ohjcct a hundr~xl l e q u c s  
to p u ~  i~ into other hands. rathur than be its guardian rtjr eight days. Thus Mr. dr. 
1.agri~'s interlocutclr rlf imnlediately askcd how many porters we needed and 
what price we w r c  willin: lo  pay. Commander dc  Lagee indicated the Iigurc uf 
fifty p ~ r t c r s  and a pricc of two c.hr111.~ pcr man (about six rrm~s ol-our curn-ncy) 
t o  carry rtur lugga2c 10 SopYong (thc mouth of the Yon?). a villagc situated a1 
h r  co~ltluencc of  ~ h c  Nm Yong and thc big river. twcnry-eight to thirty kilornctcrs 
nr~flh 01- Sicmliip. 
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An hour later. the chicf came back: he had not s w n  thc govemnr bur hc. had 
arranged cvcrything with thc othcr village chiefs. Wc c-rluld leave the ncnt day. 
C:ommandur dc  L a p &  had wiwly refrained from lulling him that Mr. Iklapcwk= 
and Mr. Joubcrt xVould k shyiny some time: that wrwld have spuilt thc whrllc 
trick. T h t  next day. thcrt: was a new hindranuc: thcy came to tell us the usual 
story or a torrent Ithat had ovcrflowrdj its banks which we would hc unablc to 
pass. In the evening we sensed that this day had hcen nnc oC had clrncns and this 
was hc only rewon for the delay in our dcparhrc. 

On thc ~wcnty-third. in thc morning. wr: finally sct 011- again. Wk thank~ul the 
old monk who was rhc chicf of the pigclda and whr) had rcally shmvn himsclC to 
hc. hncvolent  and hospi~iahle to us and wc warmly requested cart of the lour ill 
pcrlplc wc left \vi.ith him. 

I t  wax not without trouble that our packages wcrc-di..i~rihu~ed among the prlcrs .  
The relative weight of cach was nut the only uonsidcration that m;uic hcrn hcsi~i~tc 
or demand a reshuffle in thc composition of each lcud. Revulsions or supcrslitions. 
the nir>~ive> often difficult to guess. caused frequent quarrels or rcfu~ds.  I saw 
that a \-'cry light packct which contained campin: and kitchen gcir was obstinatuly 
lcli aside. 1 finally got to know thc rcawn: it contained a pair clC shots that our 
cook. Pedro. reserved f~ :rand occasions. Now. it was impossible to carry. 
closc to onc's hcad. an object which was dcstined to hc put on onc's fcct. 
Ncvenheless. with concessions. everything was arranged and thc. long line nC 
our porrers sewn set out on the flanks oCa hill which separated us fmm the rivcr. 
Alicr having r a u h ~ u l  it. we climbed thc right bank. which w s  c o v e r d  by a dense 
forest. lhc r i s c  oi the waters had d c  it impracticahlc to usc  he usual path that 
Collowed rhc hank itsclf: we had to t dc  a ~ l u t c  cut out highcr on thc Ilank?; nf thc 
hill enclosing  he river. l'hcrc was a possibility. it appcwed. thdt the king of hduon? 
You might makc a journey to Sicrnlip and hence. this mutc which wax very litrlc 
used and had almost disappcarcd under the g r x s ,  had rccontly been c l ca rd  by 
thc Kha Kouy :;of the surn>unding ma.  The path WLS thus clearly indica~cd hy 
l x g r  ulcared plots hut thc soil was littered wilh spiny leaves which r i p p d  our 
fcct span. and it was strcwn with the trunks of  small 1rct.s which struck rlur ban: 
t c ~ s  painfully. At each torrent which crossed thc nlad. the heighr of thc watcfi 
obliged us to makc a long detour uprivcr to find a fordable pssagc .  

Ilespite these difticultirs. thc Fatigue and suffering which resulted from it. 
this progress in the forcst appeared to us prc-fcrablu to our wd stay in the paptda 



d Sicrnlip: the hcauty of [he lialdscdp rcmaincd cc~niparhlc  to thc grandest 
landscaps we had wcn m d  through the rurh in  o l  leavcs. which the hrccx 
sumctirnes liitcd w i ~ h  a gust. we YAW thc kicliong. in shon strctl-hcs. filled lo its 
margins and carryin? in its loaming walurs unormws trccs rippcd away from ~ h c  
hanks. 

Aficr a two-hour march. wu arrived a1 thc cdzc of a pitrtly d r i d  out iomnt.  the 
rtxky hctl uf which was not al all entangled with the usual vc~ct;ation. The stoncs 
hctwccn which a minuscule linr 01- cnl~rd .  wcre stmngrly shaped: they 
wcrc whitish and covcrcd with salinc incrust;ltiom. W c  t o u c h ~ d  the watcr: it was 
w m .  Thc suurccs o r  lhis singular hnnjk. thrcc or lour in numhcr. wcllcd up a 
l i ~ l c  farther on. at  hc foot of a wall of  r t ~ k s .  Escaping from anlc3ng the stones. 
nurnurrlus v a p m  cmanalud and it not possible to dip one's hand into them. It 
was only by takins thc grcatesl prwiutions to avoid scalding my hand. thal I 
manaped rn dip in a thcmonietcr at  rhc point which I judgcd to bc. the hottcst: lhc 
instrumen1 indica~cd a ternpet-xurc of 8h degrees Celsius. 

In thc eveniny we descended again to camp on thc hanks of the rivcr. Ikspitc 
thc risc of the w a ~ c s .  wc still tbund. at  thc top of a sandy. softly sloping hank. a 
placc wfticicntly Ixgc  to spread our coven and Lhus wc avoided thc damp soil 
oCthc forest. A Few quickly cut branches made up a sheller fca us. Unfortunately. 
thr  musquilocs made hhort shrift OC the slecp we wcrc hoping to catch. 
Commander dc h & c  and I passed the night chatting and slnoking cigarcues to 
keep thcsc cg rc~ ious  insccls auaay. Another worry helped to kccp us awake. 
Solncttimes thc rivcr rose suddenly ;mrl the waters camc withi~l a few mctcrs of 
us. Cilrnmdcr de Lagkc  dcc-id~d not to slccp and wcking to kccp a uo~npaninn 
also slccplcss had laken to sayiny. cvery timc 1 WAS a h u ~  to drop o f t  +'Lwk 
therc Gamier: it appears Lhe watcr is rising." And suddenly wokcn up hy the fear 
nf an inundation. I prchcd  over the border of ~ h u  water to cxaminu the slunes 
thd I hid placed thcrc as rcfcrence points. 

Ncwrlhclcss. the night passcd without incident. The day thal Collowcd uwas 
horribly difficult for me. I was _rrippd by a rheumalic pain in the IcCt kncc which 
causcd mc to cry nut at each step. We had Lo do five hours of marching like this. 
At noon. we h v e d  ar the mouth of the Lam Y(m_r. a big and lovcly river which 
wc crosscd in bods. AI I p.m., we werc insblltxl in rhe dccrcpit pagoda of the 
villasc of Sop-Yong. It was maintained only by the worshippers themselves. The 
ps i t ion  of the monk had been vacanl for a fcs  yeas. Wc. scttled into his rtnlm. 
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The village. consisting of  four houses. was picturesquely Itwatcd on thc r igh~ 
bank of the Mekong: Ihc great rivcr was here rmly one hundrcd to one hundred 
and fifty metcs wide and thc lcCt bank was Cormcd by ralcarcous rocks rising 
straight and stacking up in f r o n ~  of us like p i m  I'aces. -1hcir h ~ s t  was hollowcd 
out and wh i t cn~d  by thc rapid waters. M'c w r c  only four metcrs ab)vc ~ h c  IevcI 
oC thc river and the inhabitants told us that it would risc Funhcr. to this hcieht. 
hchre the cnd (#I' the annual rainh. VCk paid just over t h m  trw~cs to rlur Sicr~llip 
pcbners who rclurncd de l i~htcd  with thcir cxudlent pay. 

In the pagoda ~hcrtf were two or three travclcrs he lonp in~  to th2 Larllian 
hluonys. situntcd west ot-the Salwocn. Thcy umr: Cnmi Xicng Vi ;md X i c n ~  P h r ~  
the B u m ~ e w  names of which towns were -lhihr> and Theinny. Thcsc two h;luon~s. 
they said. had no king at prcsunt and they wcrr: adll~inistcnul hy thc Rurmcsc. 'rhu 
inhabitants of Lailtim race. whil were given thu special narnc of Phong. w=rw in 
rcvolt against Ihc111. Thc inhabitants of nalive races. Kha-wa cw I.awa and Kh;r 
Kouy. lvei-c \=cry numerous in thc same rczicln, in which thcy fun11 wvcral wp'drdtc 
Muongs. A largr nurnhcr of Phonp, it scenicd. had C(~ugk on thc side of thr 
Phasi or Muslims when rhry rcvoltcd against China. 1 k l i c v c  that the P h r q  
wcre I acilcdan tribes which. u11 somc maps. were callcd Palung and whosc counl? 

of origin. m=hich wi. situatcd south of li-ng-yuc tcherw. was ualltd Km-hanpri. 

Thcsc Phong travelers sold sold leaf p a p .  opium. and some p r ~ ~ i o u s  stones. 
They had suffcrcd st) much horn the bites of Icuchc> d u r i n ~  their jr)urncy that 
thcir legs u=cw very swullcn and  hey werc p s t  t r a d i n ~  any furlhcr. D r ~ t o r  Thrml 
eavc sonlc medicine to thew par pcnplc who wen: wry douhtful about our 
intcn~ion to continue our journcy despitc thc rainy sc;lson. "You will no1 h i d  
roads o r  pportcrs." they said. The g e n c r ~ l  ramshackle ltwk of S r~p-Ytm~ told 115 

only too wcII that ~ h c  village would not supply us wirh thc plrlcrs we ncedd .  \VL' 
hid  tu recruit 1hc111 in the n e i ~ h h r i n g  villazcs. (In thc twcnty-scvcnth 1 Icf~ ill a 
s111;111 boat to u a q -  nut this [ask: I was happy to bc navigating on thc h?Ichng 
again and 10 undcrtakc n survey to a few miles up river lir>m Sup-Yrjng. Thcrc 
wcrc nonc of thc big pircyucs hollowed out frr~ni ~ h c  trunk (11- ;I tn'c to t~ sccn 
here. l 'hc inhabitants constructed thcir hrmts. which. mtlrcover. wcrc very small. 
f w n ~  thrcc coliiponcnts. Onu pan. VCQ= widt.. 1-~>rrnc.d Ihc hasc of thc skii'l-. Thr 
other tlwl parts forrncd thc sides. Holcs were made . . . to currcspond 10 thc two 

connectiny lincs and a picue of rattan paxsrd through thcrll zo thal thc hlsc 
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of the h m t  a p p e m d  tu hu sewn to the two lateral picccs. S tuK~ng and resin were 
used to caulk thc scams. 

After a few hours of difficult navigation I arrived. w i ~ h  the chief of Sop-Yong 
who accompanied me. at  a small group 01- houses situated on ~ h c  lcli bank of the 
river. I was rcrccivcd in a rcally pleasant way. without curiosity or scmilitp by a 
Lu who had traveled far and wide in the adjacent countrics. Thcrt: were also a lot 
of fugitiuc Lu puoplc here. as in SiernlSp. who hclon_rcd mostly to Muong Ham. 
the capital of the pnlvincc situated on the left h n k  of Lhc rivcr. a liltle below 
Xieng Hong. This city was captured and dcstrclycd in 1856 by Maha Say. the 
governor r ~ f  Muong Phong who made war on X i n g  IIong and who ended up 
being killcd ncar thc latter place which hc had sackud and burned. just like Murmg 
H m .  t'honss and pcople from Muong Lirn fought with him against the 1.u. 

In the afternoon. my hosl and I spent the time making rrudc m;ips. from which 
1 learned a1 1~x51 ~ h u  Lao~ian names of the principal rivers of Burma and of 'Tong 
King. 'I'he ' I 'h i  namc of thc  Salween was the Warn Krjung. The westemmost arm 
of the King Rivcr was called the Nam 'I'c; the other stream was the Warn lg 
My host had gone down thc Nam Ta to the sea." Thc ruadcr may understand how 
intcrcstcd I was in ~hese tales. 1 .saw all these unknown regions which had secmcd 
so far away at the ~ 1 x 1  of our journey. now apprnaching on all sidcs and unfolding 
hcforc. my cycs. My host's wife scrr,cd us Chincsc-style tea with fruit and cakcs 

which 1 atc wilh plcisure during the conversation. I would have happily converted 
to I t ~ a l  customs lo  esc- from the slowness of Ihc unending odyssey irnpowd 
on us hy our numbers and our l uggqr .  I would voluntarily have renounced h l th  
my companions and my instruments to traverse on foot, accordins to the 
inspiration of cach day. the various pans or this northern part of Indo-China. 
which was so varied in zlppcarancc and which still hid the udutirm Lo MI many 
uthnc~griphic and historical pmblcrns. Only this life of adventure and conslant 
interaction with the indigenous pct>plc is capable of familiarizin_r n European 
with the languages and the variod customs of this p i  of the Peninsula. by giving 
him the best private tutos: isrllatirln and necessib. lb bc succcssrul. one must 
tw Messed with cncrzy and unusual health and especially, one should not have 
m y  official assignmrnt to xconlplish. ' Unfortunately. thal w;ts not our situation 
and we had to i~ content with progressing very slo~vly: thc wason. the state of 
the roads. and thc scarucnzss of people in the m a  thal wc travcrsd forced us to 
makc a stopover of wnle ten days after cach strctch of twenty kilometers. That 
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was thc time nccdcd lo  yathcr the means oC [ransport wc nccdcd to ct~ntinuc our 
difficult joumcy! 

Thcrvenin,n came. Wc went hack alter havine rcccivcd ~ h c  promise of a ucnain 
n u n l h r  of pr tc rs .  We wcrc still Fir k l ~ w  thc numhcr nccdcd. 1 alnj bought 
some supplies. because thc I'cw hen houscs of Sop-Yong wcrc insufficient lo 
supply enouph ivr our cc~nsumptictn. \Vc went hack (m the river. In Ics?; than half 
an hour, thc current had hhrrw~ht us hack to Sop-Yong and  his wnsatirm of rapid 
~novcmcnt. an zvcnt to which we werc not uwd. scemcd infini~uly plcilsanl. 'lhu 
light skirr junqwd like an am>w amid thc r t ~ k s  which wcrc swcwll ovcr rlic k d  
of the rivcr. and I admircd ~ h u  safe-handling and precision r)C i ~ s  owner " 

The rains continued and madu any m=ork or ohscrvation impossihlc. Thc lcvel 
of thc river rtlsc each day and it w i ~ s  I I O ~  without wrxry that wc though1 about our 
sick collcapucs whnm wc had ktl behind in Siclnl,5pp. and who wtluld lind thc 
n,ds g c t ~ i ~ ~ g  mow ~cmMi: and ~ h c  journey longer duc ro thc dctcwrs which thc 
p;l<sa~c of each torrent w ~ u l d  requirc. They jjoincd us on I0 July. alicr havinz 
rakcn almost doublc thc tinlc thar \vc had 11cedcd rlurwlvcs. The); disprslxl lllu 
few illusir~ns wc had ahour the natural grnldl~css ol-thc abbot of Sir1nl5p pagtda. 
This greedy cldrr. whose covctousncss had prrlhahly htcn ilwokcn hy thc 
generosity ot Chmmandcr & l a g k c .  had shown himsclC l r i  tw very ?rasping in 
thc end and swing the last chanccs of unusual gcncmsi~y kavc  tc>gc~hcr wilh thc 
la51 ~UL'SIS.  he had insistcrltly dcmandcd ohjectz which wcrc of lrast u w  lo him. 
In disguht thcy had hccn left him. Did hr  latcr confess lhis lack of ~cnc r t~s i ty  
l o w i d s  unlucky travelzrs in his paguda'! 

i'c trdally rctuscd to s h y  in Sop-Yon: but. rm [he uthcr hand. il was i n~pss ih l c  
to find cnr>ugh pc~rtrtsrs in thc vicinily lo [ransprt all our luggilgc in onc trip to 
Ban Passang. which was our ncnt stoplvcr in thc direction 01- Muon: You. 
Conlmandcr dc 1-agri~.  who was hiniscll-alfkctcd hy a p i n  ~ w c l l i n ~ .  thc rcsult 
of lcuch bjtcs. again split ihc cxpdit io~rary column in two. I look ~ h c  commalid 
of one par1 and rln 3 1 July 1 IcCl together with Mr. dc  Came and Mr. Tht~rcl and 
half of our l u ~ p z c .  To 1n;lke up thc ncctssary n u m k r  01- ~~~~~s. some \=illagc 
wonlon had t o  &in their huxhands. Mr. de I.aprir s~aycd in SopYong with Mr. 
Joukrt and Mr. Dc l i~p r i e .  

At our dcparturc fnlm Sop-Yong. thr mad. which ivas cwy and wcll-huil~. 
fullowed ~ h c  flanks ahovc the Nam Ytlng. hl the rimc oCrlur pilssiigl: i~ ~ 3 5  li~rtsr~Il\-. 



paved with avid and agile lccchcs. which trom cvcry llral, irnm c\=crq. hladc of 
grass I c ~ p l  u p n  us. - 1 % ~  Annimitcs ot-our cscor~ had ccontriwd to 111akc snlall 
pads conraining tohacco soakud in w t c r  I which thcy] iit~achcd to long sticks. It 
wias surlicicnt to touch these alrociuus parasites with this lalisman to see thcm 
immcdiatcly dckich thcmwlvcs and hI1 tn thc :round. Sincc 1 had my notcbnol;. 
my compass and my pcnuil in my hands. and su  was unahlc I r )  u.w nly hands to 
prcvcnl ~nyhcli- from hcinp bi~tcn, an Annamitc tank upon hhiisclC the t ~ s k  oC 
followin: nlc and. without saying a word. hi: constantly h p p d  m y  legs d u r i n ~  
rhc whc~lc jnurncy. Ncvcr had any watch ~ C L ' I I  rn(lrc vigilantly undcnakrn and 
none rlCthesc curscd gastropnds manqed  lo pass my ankle without k i n g  k n t ~ k i u l  
off and sen1 back snarling into the mud out 01-which it had come. 

As stwn a s  we had lcCt hchind thc hanks oC lhc rivcr. thc valleys of the i1Cfluents 
[hat run illto it widcncd. the hills hccamc lcss steep and chmgd into a scrics (11- 
undulating grassy plains. dishectcd by swamps and brooks and vcry suited to 
various rich crrlps. Unfonunatcly. ~ h c  country was littlc or not at all inhhitcd 
and cvc11 less cult ira~cd and un thc s ~ ~ r ~ n d  day uf- our jrwmey. after having lcli 
lhr hanks oCthc Nan1 Yonp to climb towards the nonh. wc hid to Iravcrw llrndcd 
arcas cc>ucrcd by tall grass. in which wc wadcd entirc kilornctcn with thc watcr 
up to our ~ I I S  and so~nctimcs highcr. 

On I August lIXb7. w r  arrived in 1 3 x 1  Passang. an agglomirration of villagus 
situated on i1 platcau of cultivated ricc-fields and soakcd by the rains and hy 
plows. Wc had lcC~ ~ h c  territory oC Muting You and we were IMIW in thc lerritury 
of M u o n  Yong. a small province under thc authority of Xicng Tong and lhc 
capilal nf which W ~ S  il hhort dishncu to the wesr. A morc d i rea  r r ~ d  would had 
tllke~l us from Sop-Yolip to Muon: You, without making us pass throuzh I ~ C  

trmtory of Xicne Tong again. and I had pleaded this courw with C r ~ r n m d c r  dc 
LgrCr. " HUI would havc had tto mak a four-day march. with s rmc  stagcs in 
the forcsl and the chief of thc cxpcditiun had judssd that this cfliorl was beyond 
our ahiliry. lhc dctour f n ~ m  which hi: had s t o p p d  short wr~uld havc hccn Patal to 
the spccd of clur 111arch and il wtluld h a w  cxccssivcly incwascd our 1;ltiguc and 
pmhlcrns. 

On 5 August, the other part oC ~ h c  cxpcdition. which hid  stayed in SopYong. 
joi~led us. Mr. dc La@c and Mr. Dclaporlc almost ini~~lrdiatcly luCt a g a i ~ ~  t o  
visit a vcry old and very fiirnous t l~crr, situated to thc scluth uf h/Iuong YUII~. on thc 
sidc of om of the rnounhins thdt burdcr the plain of Ban Passan: 1111 this sidc. 
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P o ~ ~ c r s  were requcs~ud from the village chief for thc day after next. thc day set 
for the dcpmure  of thc rcst of the expedition to Mutmg Yong. 

A few hours after thc zxpedition chicr's departurc. ~ w o  Burmese soldicrs 
arrived at the pagoda in which we wcru camping. They were c h q c d  with 
pre-senling m official communication lo us. In thc ahscnce of the commander 
and of AICvy. our interpreter. I tried to roccive them. l'hcy rime on hehalf of thc 
Burmcss mandarin who resided in M u w g  Yong. and who was the suhrlrdinate of 
thc mandarin of  Kicng Yong, t o  a4 what our intentions were and to invi~c  us tn 

pass through this plact. I haw wid. it was inc ludd in our i t i nc rq -  and I was 
able to contirm lo these soldiers Lhdt we would grant Ihe requesr oC thc Burmese 
mandarin. Nevcr~hcless. 1 wintud lo assure mysclrof the naturc of his invitation 
and I feigned [a wish] to rescm-c  he answer in cast  Mr. de  I A ~ &  should changc 
his mind and should Idecide to1 go directly frc~m Ban Passang to Muong You. 
Energetic gcslures of refusal answered this overture. The invitation was an order: 

wc had to go to Muong Yon_r. Probably. thc Burmese mandarin of Xieng Tong. 
disappointed at having Ict us c x a p e  a firs1 time from his claws. had resnlvcd to 
catch us any price and hc had sent instruc~ions to this cffa-I to his ruhnrdina~c 
in Mutmg Yong. I'hc invitation to pass ~hrough Xiens Tong, which Chmmander 
de LagrCc hid receivcd and declined in SicmI5p. a p v a r c d  to me frnm this 
morncnl onwards to k an order which wz could no longcr ignore. 

We set off again on 7 Au_gust, [or Muong Yong. The plain which we travcrscd 
was admirably watered by scvcral watercourses. all of which cnded in thc Narn 
Yong. A wut~dcn bridgc was built over thc most important of these rivers. ~ h c  
Narn Ouan_r and this ccmsidcnte act. ttl which travelcm in Laos wen- x o  liltlc 
used. provided us with n plzasant surprise: we c o n s i d c ~ d  it an indicatic~n of a 
more advmucd civilimlion which would kfore long manifcst itself in a more 
profound way. Part of this plain was cultivated with ricc-fields. the olhcr half 
was still swamps. Wc cimc upon scvcr;ll villages which presented an unusual 
appa r ince  of well-king and raw. Pagodas with tum~ul-up rook c h m c d  our 
eyes and witnessed 1~  he influence of Chinese architcc~ure and thr  proximity 
of thc Celestial Empire. By n w n .  wc had arrivcd in Muong Yong, aCtcr having 
travcrsud the vallcy of  he Nam Ouang over its gn-alcst wid~h. which was ahrwut 
three leagues. 
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1Wumng Yong-IKrJir.~t 1 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 t i C I t i ~ l . ~  trilh  it^ Uzinnuse 
nurlir~ririe.s-I~c~p~rput~ rf MK du LAtgrc;e&)r X ~ U I I ~  l0t1.q- 
Llrtetiticln rd'rlre re.rf ngrhe e.xpecIi!io~r in Mrrorlg fi>trg- 
The Cilotn f i ~ t r ~  thn ~ - L ~ c n l  hi.str~?- First in/i)nt~ariorl 

~rljou I MI: rlr Isrgre'e-A ciisfrt.~.~irlg u n c e r t - n i n t ~ - T I ~ ~  
stm-r.s.s r!f-rh~ chief of rhr e-r~~udirit~tt 111 I I ~ R ~ I ~ I ~ J ~ I ~ I ~ I -  We 

an! rruihmriztd !<I d e p t z j i r ~ r n  Muot~~:  brig 

Muong Yong was situitcd on the last slopes of thc mountains which cnclowd the 
vallcy of thc Nam Ouang to lhc west. A wall of  raised carth. dcfcnded by a nloat 
in which tlowcd the waters of thc Narn Khap. an altlurnt of thc Nam Ouang, 
encircled this old capital of a kingdnm that was formcrly powcrlul. at lest if 
you hclievc the rradition. M1c cros-wd the mrmt by a wooden bridge. A pate. 
surmounted hy onc of those snlall Chinese roofs thc corncrs of which wcrc 
fcmncrly adorned with bells. opened into thc fortification. A son of csplanadc 
covcred with pretty tree?;. ran up a slisht slopu to a p q d a  around which the firs1 
houses of tht village werc grouped. On thc right sidc of the esplanade wa% a 
g~c.-dt srrlu perched on high posts. 

Wc werc h c l y  ins~alled in it than a lower-ranking mandarin presented himself 
m mc and invited mc to follow him to thc communal house whcrc public affairs 
wcrc conduulcd. 1 tricd to m& him understand that I was only scr-ond in uvn~mand 
and not thc chief of thc expcdi~ion ' and that the latter had gonc tcr pay a asisit to 

thc 111i11 situated a short dis~ance away and that 1 cxpected him back any lime 
now. Morcovcr. thc interpreter was with him and it was no1 possihlc to undcrsp~nd 
him and to start scrious nqotiatirms without his support. -l'hcsc reasons did not 
.wtists thc local oficer: after a shorl while he camc back accompanied by two 
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Uurmcw sw~ldicrs. arn~cd with sabers and hc a p i n  hrusqucly intimated his order 
to b l low him. I replied with a refusal that was no less formal. His assistants ~ h c n  
tcwk a menacing stancc and put their hands uli thcir sabers. I turncd my hack cln 

~ h c m  and r~rdcrcd the Annarnitc sergeant to show thcrn the ~ ( H K  of the \r11(1. with 
all pclssihlc propriety. I!nlijrtunatcly the latter pl.rfclrlncd thu cask with Icss 
_rrntlcncss than I had rrcqucsred from him. Also. once amvcd at ~ h c  stcps. which 
they had to dcsucnd quirc abruptly. thc mandarin and his cxort pourud out thnrats 

ilgiainst US and only rutircd after swearing scvcrill tilncs lo bring us to rcxqon. 

Alicr his rcturn. I inrorrncd hir. de Lagkc who ;Irriucd a few hours latcr. about 
this dcplorahlc start and nf the visit I h;~d rccuivrrd in Ban Passang. Hc apprnv~rd 
~n);  conduct. Thc ncxl day. rarhcr earlier. they came lo inform us that thc Hurrncw 
ol'l?cial iwluId again ~o to a meeting of the ~lra~~dllr ins and that hc invitcrl ~ h c  
ce11111nandcr to uumc too. Mr. dc lagri-e. who did not wan1 Irl losc facc hy tor) 
hasty a 111ovc. scnt his intcrprctcr .4ICvy t o  asccrlain thz naturc of ~ h c  rnwting to 
m=hich he was invit~ui. The lattcr camc hack in shuck aiicr a short whilc. saying 
~ h ; u  we were dealing with a rather had man: ~ h c  Rurnlan had refusud to offer him 
any cxplanaticlns and had thrcatcncd to rcfuse us passagc and ilnnlcdialrly to 
scnd us hack whew wc had come from. I h u s  wc went to ~ h c  srrlrr with sr)lia 
armed men: thc wclcoolc of thc Burrncsc U=L< mnrc p l i t c  tkan his p~lirninarics 
had allowcd us to foresi~. Hc i l~kcd Co~nmandcr dc  L a p k  for ncws 01- hilllscll- 
and of the cnlpL.rrw oi thc Frcnuh. Thcn hc inquircd about the r>bjeutivu ol' his 
journey and a h w t  the passpons which hc had in hand. Mr. dc I agrSu: showcd thr: 
scctlnd lcltcr he had rcceivcd Iro1n Xien: Tong. 

"But." said thc Buman. " M u o n ~  Yong d r r s  not entirely d c p n d  on X i c n ~  Tone 
and i~ was ~~cccssiwy itlso to addrcss a rcqucst tbr passage to I I ~ .  Mo~rcovur. thc 
Icttcr fnml Xicllp Tony i~lvitcs you to pass through that town. Why ;m: you not 
going 

'-The rcmd is ten) lonz and we have tot) Illany sick uollcayues." 

-'Wit ihcn for tcn days or so. for nle to obtain instruc~ions from Xicng Tong." 

"It is impr,ssihle fur nic to ag rw  to such a delay." thc ctjmn~andcr rcplicd. 
"-\Ye arc- all vcry tired and we need to ptt  trl thc river." 

After a long discussiu~l and thc insinuation that Mr. dc  Lagr6e should sund 
snnlc pri'wnts I C ~  thc Burman of Xicng -Ion? and lo his subordin;ttc in Muon? 



h n g .  thc waiting was rcduccd to ntt more than thrcc to four days. mk left. 
hlicving thllt rvcrything was a r d n ~ u d .  

Thc nuxt day. whzn I l lr. dc Lagri.c was gctlin_r rcady to pay a \-.isi~ lo  the Irxal 
Fovcmor. who posscssod thr  tille of kin?. thc only witness to thc pwt  grandeur 
of k l u o n ~  Yr~ng. thc Burman let him know [hit hr: first had to scc him. On ~ h c  
olhcr hand. thc lrlcal pcoplc cncrgctically confirmed h a t  it was  he ripht of thc 
king lo r ~ ~ c i v c  twr visit first. Crjmmandcr dc L a y &  requcstrd thcm to agrcc 
wilh cach othcr and thc king. rvhr~ was stwn inlormcd ahnu1 ~ h c  cxaggcratcd 
dcmands ol- thc Burman. ~ q u i r c d  that his dcmand hc sicrif icd.  Thus wc went 10 

this littlc indi~cntlus principal. a goml man who hasically had no influence and 
no  power. Commander dc Lagkc askcd for [hifly-right porlurs for t h t  day alicr 
rlcxt. h v i n p  this Iirsl audizncc. Mr. dc Lagkc and I wcnl to the Hurnliln who 
lodgcd w i ~ h  all his pcople (eight Burmese soldiers) in small. rather badly 
conslructcd huts. closc lo  the market of  the village. His W C I C D I ~ C  was cordial. 
His wifc. a young. Frc-sh-l(w,kins. prcliy Burrncsl- lady a11r:nded thc l~teeting and 
sccrncd tcj enjoy quitc a considcrilhlc influcncc over the mind of  htr hushand. 
Thr convrrsaliun was ver). livcly and  he B u m i l l  ~hr>wc-.cd signs of sincerity and 
fiie~ldship which dccrrived us litr a while. Hc told us in 3 contidunlial tonc.: "You 
conw from Laos and Siam w l ~ o  arc in disagrcc~llent with us. you do  nrlt h-haw a 
Icttcr from Ava. l h c s c  arc the rcasons for nur suspicion. N~.vcnhclc~s .  now that 
I all1 i~xsur~ui of ynur French uiionality. I will uot plauc any mmwe obstacles in 
your way. But if you wcrc English. you u=rluld crl-iainly IIOI haw continued your 
journey. Ymlu musl also ifcar Inany othcr difficullics: bc careCul wilh thc Chini-sc. 
Thcy do ~lut likc you and I tvnuld he vcry surprised i C  tlrcy Icl you pass." ?'he 
same h y .  9 Augos~. he camc to pay a return visit to rummandcr dc l ~ g k  and 
~.~rcci\=cd il kautiful  riflc. His wifc and his mother also came to thc nrkr and 
wcrc ovtrlr>adud w i ~ h  attention and s~na l l  gilis. Tht kin: sent us a very hig 
ulnbrclla. which is use-d for stoplvcrs in ~ h c  opcn ail.-an r:~ltirc Lmily would 
have found shc l t~r  r~ndcr il- in cxuhanp for n gong and somi: other small rhjcc-h 
which wr had given him. i\liis! this u~nbrclla was h r  us only an inconwnicncc which 
nwdud one marc plrtcr lrr) carry it]. Rut it w;.;h h d l y  pcrssihlc ttl rcfusc it. 

On the lcnth in the morning. thc Burman called A l b y  and told him hat. aC!cr 
ful-thcr rcflcclion. hc could not lct us I c ~ w  just like this. It was indispmsahlc 
 hat hc wrotc trl Muong You and lhat he should o h t a i ~ ~  a n-ply. l'hcrr: obviclusly 
was a trap in this: Murjnp You. askrd in n ccnain Cashion. withnut any d o u h ~  had 
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to rclract thc pc:rmission already given ro pass Lhrclugh its tcrritoq so that we 
would hc rcduccd to accepting the invitation of Xicng Tong. Commander dc 
L.a_grCc. despite thc longing he felt to tell thc S u m a n  in no unccnain terms what 
he thought of his good faith. armed himself with patience. wen1 to seu him oncc 
mtm.  received the most haut i fu l  prc~tcs~ations and cnded by twisting out of 
him authoriza~ion to leave on the hvelfth. He immediately infomcd thc governor. 
whom he went to see spin on Lhc clcvunth, zlnd he complained a lot about the 
scheming of the Man (this is the narnc which ~ h c  L;lo~i;ms give to the Burman). 
"We are always in debt to ~hcm." hc said, "and we always have ro pay them. Oh! if 
Ihu fcrlr1t1g.s (Europeans) were close to us. I would g o  and live in pace  with 
thcm." On the twelfth in the morning. our porlcrs were already gathered near the 
rcsidlrnce ot the king. when thc Burman callcd the mcmbcrs of the Srari tngether. 
displayed the greatest indigniion and a n y r  in front oi them, denied that he had 
cver authori7ed our d c ~ u r c  and a c c u s ~ d  thcm of trying to obtain gifts fmm us. 
The mandarins. who wen: rahcr  c m k i s s ~ x l ,  gave us to understand that the pclrlcrs 
had come in insuffiuicnt numbcrs and  hat our journey was again dcfcrrcd. 
Obviously the Burman was only trying to win time. The next day. effectively. hc 
called Mr. dr L q E c  tt1 show him a letter which he had just received from Muong 
You. It was signed by the Burmcsc official and the members of the Srrra of that 
place and it r r d  in csscncc: "Since there is a letter from X i c n ~  Ton: which 
requests the 1:rench to pnlcrcd ~hcrc .  we cannot receive them before thcy havc 
k e n  to this town." Evidently. the king of Muong You thought hc would offend a 
stronger colleague and hc wiscly declined to give an authorization without 
knowing whal had y n c  on betwoen us and Ximng Tong. 

We had tn think hard: cvcymnc was ovun-omc with discouragement: fever 
reigned ~ r r n a n e n t l y  in rhc camp and it was a l m o s ~  impossible. given the state of 
the roads and nur rnonctarq. rcsourcus. to havc the whole expeditinn undcmakc 
thc journey to Xieng lbng. Mr. dc La~rCc  rcsolvcd to go thcrc together w i ~ h  
Doctor 'I'horcl. Aldvy w d  rmly two nicn of the escort. The success of our joumcy 
dcpcndcd entirely on thc clutcomc o r  h i s  move. \%'c ky;m to ll'ar that. in his 
turn. the king c ~ f  Xicne Tune would fwl  obliged to refer the matter r o  Ava and 
that he m=ould force us to wait for an answcr rrom the king of Rurma. That m=ould 
have bccn as much ;ts puttin? us off forever. Commander de  I . agrk  promis~d tr) 
k t ~ p  nle ahreast nf his j o u m y  and of his ncpotiations. 11 was agreed that if I had 



Plate 8 TITP R l r n ~ t ~ s ~  rr.siclent r!f M~cor~,q Y n r r , ~  nrld his wifr fclm\~~irig h~ H. cit7 
Morrri~lrr, h l s ~ d  olt ( I  skcrch r!f' I-. D~lii/>or-tc). 

to join him in Xicng Tong, with thc rcst 01' thc cxpedi~ion. 1 would Icavc ytt 
:~nothur part o i  our luggazc bchind. 

Mr. dc LagrPc lofi on 14 August. at I p.m. A few hours hcli>rc his dcpapture. 
tlic I3itrman hacl nffercd him, at an cxorbitanl pricc. a had. onc-eycd horse and hc. 
;~ppearctl to he shocked hy thc hlunt rcfi~sal that met this inloresting offer. 

Thi\ cynical and obnoxious person gave ur more offcnse evcrv day. 
Neverthclc\s, wc liatl to live in pcilce with h ~ n i  I'or the firteen days or tlircc wecks 
we wcrc lo qtay in Muong Ynng whilc waiting for Mr. dc L:igree'\ ortlers. With 
thc weather still niiny and the lever which i~Hrctcd nioqt of 11s. we wcre forced 
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to sray put. -1hc illncss hit us less whcn wc ourwlvcs wcrc its viclims. than ivhcn 
we had to watch its effects on our companions. Silently and broken-hearted u=c 
listened to thc delirious words oC thow among us who paid heir t r ihu~c to thc 
pernicious miasmas of the junglcs. and not daring r o  stop thc delirium in action. 
wc had to urlntunl clurwlvcs with having the person Co1lowl.d hy a man of thc 
esccm when hc wcnt wandrring outsidc. I myself was affwtcd vcy-  strongly by a 
fcvcr ;md taken hy dclirium and I rccali abusing our couragcttus and dcvotcd 
ctn~k. Pcdro. who follrlwcd rnc by order of thc d t ~ l o r ,  and whr~ was in rny cycs 
zuilty of having violllted nly order not to leave  he canlp without nly pcrmissioll. 
Thc p )o r  dcvil was about to Icavc. not daring 10 call rnc hack to thc reality of my 
situation. and he hid behind the nearcst tree tu continue his ohhcrvalion out of 
111. sight. 

Ncvcnhclcss. wc rcuciv~d licqucnt visits. Thc wives or thc kin: often carnc 10 

hl. shown our E u r c ~ ~ a n  objects. to sct  photographs of monuments in Pmis in 
~ h c  stcrcoscopc and to question us a h u l  Europ: and cspwially France. Thr 
m i o n c n c  thcatcr of our Annan~itcs had a reputation that p r ~ ~ c c l c d  us all cwcr 
Laa. They came to ask them for pxhrnlances. But their chwdulncss was ~ o l l c  
and their n~iniature actors had lost their voice*. J had to use n q  authority to 
o h t i n  something wscmbling a lhclltcr pcrformancc. Alas! thc happy pantmiimc 
and the dialogues full nf high spirits had run their time. There were mnrc tears 
than laughter in the jokes ot- the dolls. and their owners soon burnt thcm to avoid 
having to feign a cheerfulness they did not feel. 

The Burman's w i l i  was the most regular o r  our visitors. This young wttnlan 
shokvcd an extraordinary intelligence. curiosity and gratitude for the truuhlc we 
~rwk to instrucl hcr. and hzr chamling grace madc u s  enjoy ~hcsc 111cc1ings. She 
noticed this and put a certain coquettishness into prolonging the meetings by 
contriving to find new topics nf conversatinn. In this way I collected snme vapur 
information on the upper parts of the country. on the silver mines situated funher 
north. in Kcnrna and cspccially on China which is called Muong Hn here and ix 
only spoken of ildrniringly.'['hcrc. they wid. wen: wide roads p;lved with flagstones. 
imn hridpcs and inns at 311 stopowcr places. - 1 % ~  idca of comtbrkhlc roads made 
us sn=oon with joy and our hare feet itched in  advance. Hut when would rye reach 
this country of uiviliz;ltion and comfort'! This consideration fillcd all our pn!jrc-tr-ts 
and dreams. It was with d c s p i r  thal wc cnvisagcd ~ h c  p n ~ s p x t .  which at this 
rnorncnl was not cvcn the lcxst prohablc. uC having to rctracc our steps. yo 



h x k  to Saigon after failing in our attempt. having undcrgonc so Inany weary 
marches and withstcnd so  many cares. all this without obtainin: hc compc.nsa~ion 
of lhc glory which wipcs them awe!. that was indccd a sad prr)spect. 

l b  while away thew Ion2 days or douht and waiting. our only rccoursc was 

ralking ahout the hornclsnd. t o  savor in prospcct rhmc joys of our return. to gu 
nwr ~ h c  samc projects twenty times. to rehcarw thc same scencs incrssan~ly in 
our imagination and to vary then1 according to rhc mood of the day. as to who. 
what. wherc and why. Somctimcs thc dihcussion rvnuld turn to politics: had a war 
colllr out o r  the Ihsrian-Austrian question'! Wc talkcd ovcr thc dlianucs and 
computed thc chanccs or victory. NP spcculatcd on ~ h c  news that we u=ouId Iind 
out at ihc first civilized p l x c  we wnuld reach in a ycar or uightccn months. 
S(>mc~imcs also -and thcsc wcrc the livuliest discussions and also thow that 
answcrcd k s t  to ~ h c  state of abstraction in which minds thdt had h ~ n  deprivcd 
for marc than a ycar uC all con~nlunica~ion  with the outside world. lclund 
~hemsclvcs- wc r;luklrd thc most worlhy philowphical and r ~ l i ~ i o u s  problems. 
What struck us csp-ial ly.  since we w-crc in contact with thc Buddhist populations 
d lndo-China. was the similarity of ~ h c  religious instincts of  Inan. whatever rac-r 
hc hclongcd to and whcrcvzr hc lived. and thc strange rcscmhia~lcr of the 
~raditions. Iegcnds. miracles which arc at the origins of cach kl icf .  It was childish 
to msume thal each h ~ r r o w e d  this from his nziphhor and to build historical 
theories. which wcrc. ahovc all, h~scd on the religions conviclions oC their 
authors. nn thcse analoyies. Thc spirit of man. which had thc ranle aspiritiuns 
and thc samc nr-cds everywhere. Colkmed tht- sa111e tcndcncies and ilspircd to the 
same idrals. The rcastms for klicving. as well a s  thc forms which twlrship or 
prayer took. wtrc  the wnlc among all peoplcs, aliatcvcr point nf thc g l o k  one 
visitcd. Among the less enlightcncd classcs religion reduccd i~se l f  a l w i ~ >  io 

some superstitions. ccrtain p o r l y  understood Cormulas. Evrrywhcrc. it 
prcsentcd an apparent unitormity which s~ruck even the most superticia1 ohsencr. 

O n  this, wc dl agrecd: but  he disagreement started whzn wc tricd to intcrprct 
thc Buddhist d{lpmas and to compare their influence with that which the Christian 
d o n l a s  have exerted on the Western world. I s p i  ~ h c  reader our digressions on 
 his subject. I believe thal we can only consider all thcsc quesions dispa~sionately 
when. having retired to mother planet. wc could contcnlplatc what happens on 
this small &be that we call thc earth. with an eyc dcvoid of  partisanship. 
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Thc subjugation rlt 'hc @on in which wc found uurwlvcs by the BUTIIIL'W did 
not seem final m d  the conquerors appcarod to &eat their trihu~aies cautiously. 
Thc rolc of the Uurmcsu oCli~-ids was. alxlve anything elsc. fiscal: they wenr 
c h a r ~ c d  with ctlllccting thc custonls dues imposed in ditTerent parts of the 
country. A11 tbt  Chinese traders who traded with the sr~uth d Rurmesc 1 . m ~  up 
to Xitng Khon_e had to pass through Muong kbng and this obligation. no Icss 
tha~i  ~ h c  harshness of the Burmese agents and the rekll inn ot- rhc h:llusslims in 
Yunnan. hid reduced this tra& to an insignificant amount. Whcn wc wcrc in hluong 
Ynng. rhrcc ?cars had passed since thc usual Chincsc con\=oy had madc its 
appl-arance there. 

The administration and justicc systcm rcmaincd in the hands of  thr  indigenous 
authorities who an. composed. a s  in Siamese I m s .  d a  Svtirr. Only Ihe t i~les an' 
diifcrcnl: thus ~hc: t)prrlrrr or scc;rlnd kinz hccorncs thc Pt'rrifrrl>otig: thc trrt-l~ho~rr 
is ciilled the Pi~~rnlrrhr~~lg: the rrtr.h.sl.orlg is the ~~tr.lrtrhr)ti#: h- ~ ~ f i t r ~ r f g  . ~ P ) I .  

P~ithrnr~q crc. A l a ~ c  n u r n h r  of L;iotizms. cspx-ially in Muong YOIIZ. scc111d to 
regret rhe passin? nf Siamrw so\=crcignty and  hat was what wade thc. Burmcw 
say lhat the people rlf this Muong did not have an ho~lcst hem and I I~USI  k 
controlled strictly. By 1803. Burmcsc oppression of thc Laotian prinuipalitiss 
or thc north was so  grei l  that the chiet:s oi- Xicng Tong. !kluung Yonp clc. 
undcflook wcrct negotiations with ~ h c  uhilris of Xicng Mai. Laphon and L;~k{;rln 
which were suhjcct to the Sianlese. The latter pro~nised to give land to ;ill thost 
emigrants who aprccd to l i v r  under [he su-lcrilinty of Rangkoh. and a1 a givrn 
mo~ncnt. to attack the Burmese troops who nccupird the rcrritnry of Xicng l r ~ n g .  
to evict 1he111. They fornlally c n p ~ c d  thcmsclvcs to rcspcct thc l i k n y  and 
autonomy ofrhc  immigrants. Conscqucnrly, the t.vo1~111rr re king rh' Xicng Tony. 
his lour brothers. thc /sol)nrrrr of Munng Yon: and a g ~ a ~  nurnkr of  1-antian?; of 
their following rchcllcd against ~ h c  Burmcsc and placed thcrnsrlvcs under 
Sian~esc protection in Xicng Scn. Hut thc maliuc o C  thc Siamcsc was not 111n: in 
erupting: Far fmm r c s p c c ~ i n ~  thcir ayccmcnt with thc irnrni_rr;mts. they d ispc~md 
them among thu liw lawns oCXicng Mai. Laphon. Labtn. Muong PhG and Muon: 
h'an. suhjcc l in~ them to thc hravitst taxcs and mutiny then1 only with hllrsh~icss 
and mistrusl. Thr yrlungcst of thc brttthcrs of the  isohorrir of Xicnp Tong m a n i c d  
to rclum 10 this lawn with sumc loyal followers and he was prtclaimrd king. 
The present sovereign of Xieng Tong wah his eldest son. 

In 1x37. during his SKI>= in Xicng Mai. M a c I m d  rnct ~ h c  cxilcd princcs. whn 
complained bitturly ahout S i a l~ l cw twhavior and solicitzd thc support of thu 
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English to help thcm rcturn to thcir country. On his pan, the ~ s o l ~ ~ r r n  of Xieng 
Tong had proposcd to Bangkok. in a friendly manner. thc reopcnins o i  the long- 
disconlinued commercial relations ktwccn the lantians of the north and Siamcsc 
terrilory. Bangkok refused this absolulcly, lest  he exiled Laotians use the 
r e o ~ n i n g  of communications lo return to their old homeland. The authorities 
of Xieng Mai especially opposed the adoption of lhis propsilion. which would 
result in their losing a great number of h i r  subjects. The ancicnt cnmity between 
thc Burmese and the Siarncse manifested itself rronl this rnomenr in scvcral 
m e d  attemps on the borders of Karen territop-. In 1852. i~ degeneratd into 
npcn war. Rivalries. which were gmwing morc pronounced zach day. had risen 
up behvecn hlaha Say, ~ h c  governor uf Muong Phong. a province situatcd on the 
left bank or h e  Mekong and the king of Xieng Tong. hlaha Say appealed to the 
Siamese for help and  he latter made three cxpcditions against Xieng Tong; thc 
first with three thousand men. the sccond with k n  thousand men and thc last with 
thirty thousand men. The last tmwk place in 1854 and cnded in a vcri~able rout of 
the Siarncw. It was under the command of thc Kromaluong, ' i-e., the m i ~ s t e r  of 
war. commander in chief of all the military forces of Siam. Thc Siamese army 
was concentrated in Muong Nan and set out for Xieng IIai, in January. At tha~ 
pnint it split in two groups: one. under the command of Chao Phaya Yorncral. 
advancud directly on Xieng Tong: the other, undcr the command of  the 
Kromaluong, look the road that we ourselves had followed and by way nf Palb. 
Muung Yong and Muong You. it tried to encircle Xicng Tong. But  he population 
had fled the invaders. thc rice they wcrc unable tcl carry had been burned and in 
each place thu Siarnesc army found only defcndcrs who rctrca~ed heforc its 
approach. fighting the passes throuzh the mountain every inch of the way. The 
elephants and buffaloes used for the transportation of luggagc and supplics were 
not sufficient in n u m b  and the Krornaluong had to haw recourse to Lu from 
Xieng Hong to obtain provisioris and porters. &spite all Lhcse difficulties. the 
Siamex army finally arrived undcr the wdls of Xieng Tong on 26 April. The 
town was defended by approxima~ely t h m  thousand Burmese troops, seven 
thousand Laotians and six thousand men belonging to native tribes of the vicinity. 
The Siamese opencd moflar fire which did thc town no harm at all: thcy saw the 
projectiles coming from afar and avoided lhem. Aftcr twenty-onc days, thc 
hcsicgcrs had made no progress at all. Thc rains arrivcd and threatened to rnakc 
a rctreat impossihlc. An epidemic decimated the elephan~s and the buffaloes. On 
17 May. thc Kromaluong gave up thc siege and began a fighting retreat. The 
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S ian~r se  wrrc pursued by natives. who killed a ?reat numher of thcni in the 
mtlu~ltain gorFcs. Many died o l  hungcr and misery h - ~ w w n  Paldo and Sicrnlrip. 
Numerous tnlphics m=crr: luft behind in the hands of thc victnrs. among r~thers a 
two-wheelcd cahrioler of European origin. which belonged to the Krt~naluong 
himself and which Mr. ddu ti~grt!c has r l i w o v c ~ d  cmfu l ly  maintain~ul in Xicng 
Tong. it moflar ol- FInglish make and 3 IUI of wc3p)ns. 

In summarq.. there was nilthing Icss final than the situation of thr Laotian 
principalities of tlic ~mrlh.  IIaving suuccssivcly had the c x ~ r i c n c ~  of rule h\;. 
both Siam and :\va. thc Iocals decply dcsired a Icss violcnt state of all-aim. morc 
rcpul:~r and stahlc. i111rl this aspiri~tiun. which was scnural. wtluld hc singularly 
favorablc to the ilttcmpts o l  ;I F1uropm11 pou=cr. should it  intcrcst itsclf in thc 
all-airs of thu rcpion. 

I have said that fcrrn~crly Muon€ Yong was thc scat of a plwcrful ki~lgdc~rn. 
N'ithin its walls. we still fuu~ld  sizable ruins ot-pasclrlas and da~oha?;  uxtant: thcy 
indicated a s ~ d c  of- prospcrity and of zrcat pou=cr. Onc 01- thc most rcn~arkahlc. 
uf thcsc ruins msc on ~ h c  flanks of thc ~nountain undcr which the villiyc stcnd. 
Thcse wcrc laycrcd Icrraucs. in thc ucntcr of whicli r r w  brick ~rto~lulncnts. 
Althoueh very inl'crior i11 tcrms rlC ~ltatcrirlls. thc principal arrangements and the 
Iayout of ~ h c  various pans oC thc construction bn)ught to mind tht  lllonumcnts 
of Anzkor. In i~ddirion. the Camhldian empirc had lcli a dccp i~~tp i in t  in rhc minds 
of thc puoplc and rntinks tlftcn solicited. with re.ipcctCul curiosity. sonic 
infr,rm;lticml on thc Tcvata Kakhon. w "thc Ki~lgdonl of the Angels." which was 
[he narnc by which they dcsignatcd the old Khr~lcr empire. But if we asked what 
touchcd them mtwt r l ~ ~ p l y  abut thew nncrhy nnlins. which they had ncwr  visited 
and which wcrc covcrd by vcgc~ation. to this and to all thc other qucslion?; a c  
got the eternal answer ho IIOII. "I don'r know!" 

-1hat Chon1 Yong which Mr. dc LagrCc and Mr. k l a p o r ~ t  visitcd and which 
one could w e  from a1111ost any point nf the plain. appxarcd tc~ k nldcr than thc 
ruins o C  Muon? Yong. By its isolated llocation and by ~ h c  rcspwt that it i~l?;pirtld. 
it had c s c a p d  thc drstruct ion which had alnlost evcrywhcre o v c ~ a k c n  t h c ~ c  
rclisious nionurncnts within thc walls of thc town. whcn they wen. conqurwd. 
hen then. That Chon1 Yong was a much fiquentcd placc of pilgrirnayc. At thc 
foot of thc mountain. on  which it rose. ran the Narn Yunonp. which in this spot was 
tli-rnly lo tu=cnty-live mctcrs wide. A village. the prlgtda of which wrvcd as a 
first stoppin? p i n  for pilgrims. was on thc lcft hank. When onr crt,swd thc 
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river. one clirnhild rhe steep IIlank of thc mountain by quite a go(d mad. Formerly. 
pan of this climb had hecn done by thc staircases. now in ruins. After half an 
hour of walking, we arrival at a pouchtc  of husc size. ' which. according ro 
Huddhist legend, had probably been planted at the lime of ~ h c  monument's 
construction. The trcc was five lo six metcrs in diameter. Very ciosc up. we 
noticed the ruins of an alhr and of a small walled space. A little before w arrived 
;II  he platciu that supported thc rlrcrt we camc lo another sacrod well which was 
very much rcvered. 

The monument itself consisted o r  large gallcrics which formed a squarc in the 
ccnler of which was a gildcd pyramid. uvertowerd by an iron crown. The filot of 
 he pyramid was cncircled by small columns. above which there was a hollow 
oval in which gif~3 lvurc deposited. The small columns wcrc called dt~r ho which 
meant "lotus leaves." There w r c  also small monuments called HI). in~ended fnr 
the m c  usage. In thc center nf the eastern gallev therc was a small sanctuarq.. 
'I'hc columns of the gallery were square-shaped and adorned with intricate 
sculptures. Althrju_eh they showed traces of several restora~ions. thcy wwere almost 
completely prrrscrned in thcir original form and thc inhabitants of the counlry 
said they werc frum the sarnc period xs when the rhcrt was first cuonslructed All 
the ornaments were madc of cement. As in the ruined monurncnts of Muong 
Yong, you could see a fcw similwitics between thc ycneral lincs. rhe form of thc 
ctdumns and some othcr decorativc features of  That Chom Yong and Ihe 
architecture of Angknr. Inside the ckstern sanctuary there wcrc several rather 
plsculiar bronze statues. They were made distinclive by their protruding cycs and 
chins which appeared to be suprimposed. Onc or them had the date 1IK) in good 
chancres: evidently. this must have been 1100. There wcrc also smaller marble 
statues. among which there was a representation of the --lining Buddha. or. 3s 
the Ia~antians called him, the h a  Nippan. 

To thc wcst, a linlr: below thc monument, on a less e l e v a ~ d  plateau. hcre was 
a sniallcr pyramid. also gilded. From this point, the view was v e F  pxtry: we 
discnvcrd the valleys of the Nun Yong and  he Nam Owng and the vicw extendcd 
to the linc ui- mounhins which fumed the horizon in the wcst. 

The most valuable and distinctiuc historical souvenirs thal we obtainul in the 
region wure those which uzerc connected with the cotlstrucrion of thc ~ I I ~ I I .  I+= 
clearing thcm of thcir legendaq accretions, wc can deduct interesting indications 
of the kings arld thc rulers who had succecdcd uach othcr in the region. IIcre is 
what h c  Srrt~~uirlg or 'Yhe chronicle'' of That Uhom Yr~n_e said:' 
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Plate 10 A M ~ O O ( I P ~ ~  S I C I I I ~ P  of the R~r(l(l/tn nt That Chorn h n g  (dr(7t1-irtg h?. 
1,. D~lcrpnrtc ,from tiolirrr.). 

"When Pha Kasnpa. the Buddha before Sammonocodoni, catlie to thc counlry 
of Murrng Yong, thcrc wcrc no inhabitants and thc plain was a big lake. He pl;tntcd 
a poll r.hrp\* on [lie flank of the mounlain: he hnrl brought lliis troc from Lar~ca 
(Ceylon) and hc atc rice nt [he place where now thc tlirrt rises up. 
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"At this morncni. ~ h u  lrativcs who carnc frcm the cas~ Coundrd sewn  kingdonis 
mound the lakc. I'hya Kgam was lhcir principal chief and ~ h t  11umhr.r oC subjects 
was ilbrwi Lour to fivc thousand rncn. 

" - 1 - h ~ ~  wcre Thais in Xicng Tong. in hluong Lxm, in Xicng Sen. in Xieng H o n e  
and to the east of  thc N;lm Khong ( t h t  Mekong rivcr). hut they wcrc subject 
thc natives who n=crc much more nurncrous. 

"Thc princc uf AIS-vy (Xicng Hong) had Crlur sons. He hrrlu~ht thoo togcthcr 
and told thcrn: 'The Kha arc our mwrcrs: it is a sha~nc  lo hc subjcctcd to thcir 
yokc. Whal lnwt wc do trl gain our indcpcndcnce?' Sonanta Sntrou Kouman. his 
sccond w n .  answcr~d  hiin: 'Give mc five hundred rncn and I promise: delivcrancc.' 
Thcsc live hundrcd rnrn werc given LO him and he went to Phya Kpam and ofl'crcd 
his services. The Kha prince rccciucd him with gocdwill and authori~ud his 
csiahlishment in rhu country. Sonanta Satrou Kouman then hircd natives and had 
a li-,rtificd plauc conhtructcd which carried thc name Xizng Uhang. Phya Ngam 
maintained friendly rclatiuns wilh him and carnc to  visit son~et~mcs .  

"One day thc Thai prince invitcd thc whole followin_r of  Phya Ngam Crlr a zrtat 
feast. They scwcd thrcu t y p s  of  wine. onc of good qualitp thc other very hrady 
and the third onc poisoned. .4t the samt  time the paws of thc  town wcrc clrscd 
and at the end of  the meal. thcy murdered Phya *am and the Kha who 
acconipanicd him. The whole country was conquered. Thc king of Ali-vy scni his 
three other w n s  to govern Muong Khic. Muong Sing and Muong Ham. The 
country. which had already hecn callcd Tong. rws  dcsignatcd from this mornellt 
onrvards N:I Yonp. bec;lusc thcrtr grcat quantities rlf rice were c u l t i ~ a ~ u d  (Xu 
Ineilns rice-ficld in Laotianj. 

"A long timc after this. Sarnmonrlcodom was born. Fifty years had p s s ~ u l  sincc 
his cntty into rhc Nippan (Nirvana) whun an nlohir~lrr (sainl) by lhe name rlCKiri 
Malenta brought four sacKd hairs. They citcd also the namcs of four other 
ololrm~~rrv who camr: Anuuta. Clupia.  Soupitha and Tauna. They hrnughi a hone 
of the hcad. a h n e  of the Icg and other relics. 

'-Sourang Ihvat i  was the king of a country and he d o n a t d  ;I golden vase and a 
ra..t o l  precious stonrs. The relics wen: put in it and thc vise was placcd in a 
deep hok. tiwnty times sin fcct dwp.  The king then canlr to celchraic a feast: 
hi: had his wifc Sida and his four sons, Kcomarou. Chrlmsivirat. Onghat and 
Sumsnouu. with him. 
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Plate 1 1 I~ot i r tn  + ~ Y ( I / ) I I I I . F  N I I ~  Ino/.~ ( f / r~ l ) t ' i r i~  R. Roli~~(ifi)it.~. /INSIYI or1 CI 

, C A P I ( ~ I ~  of I>. D ~ l n p o r t ~ ) :  I .  A spear uscd for elephant hunt.;: Icngth: 4 meters 
and 71) centin~cters.-2. A foot-soldicr's spear.-3. An ax for cutting treev; 
length: I mctcr and 20 centimeters. rhu f-part is moveable and can he turned ;I[ 

right i~ngles. I t  was then uvcd as an a x . 4 .  A ra7nr and its sheath; Icngth: 20 
centimeters.-5. A screw-driver and a hammer used for Fun mending.-6. A 
box of twisted bamboo for bullets.-7. A wooden powdcr-horn. The top (a)  was 
u\cd to measure the charges.-8. An ordinary knifc; Icngth: 40 cent i~netcr . ; .~  
9. A stabbing knife; Icngth: 25 centin1etcrs.-11). Scissors; Icngth: 30 
centimctcrs.--1 1 .  A s~nall hatchct: Icnptli: 30 centin1~cr.s.-12. Scisvors uvcd 
to cut areca nuts: Icngth: 17 centimeters.-13. A chopping-knifc uscd to cut 
herbs or to cut n patti through bushes; length: 40 ccn1imctcrs.-14. A sahcr and 
its sheath.--15. A bamboo bow and arrow. 



Fur~hcr Travels in Laos and in Yunnan 

"Seven ycars lam. the , m t  mlohrmtu died. He was buried in the westerly 
dircction. a1 a distance o r  one hundred and twenty timcs six feet. in a place whcrc 
there is n small pyramid today 

"King AICky ddccided that the inhabitants would be devotcd to Chuwley(Chai t 'a] 

and three imcs  a year he came to aaucnd a celebration. 

"Five hundrud years after achieving the Nippan, the king of Pa~halibnt 
(Patalipoutra or Patna), Ar;oka Thamariit. came to fight the kingdom of Ktheara. 
IIc gained victor?; and dccidcd to makc uwx with thc kingdom of Kco. The king of 

this country thww himself in the river and thc ranking ntlhlcs sumndcrcd without 
a fight. Aqoka demanded to see the corpse of the king and he resuscitated him. 
Then he gavc him his kingdom back and he called il Chulani. Hilvins returned to 
Pathalihot after his victtbcs. he sent mandarins in all directions to built eighty- 
eight thousand religious monuments all over the counlries he had conquered. Hc 
erected thc Clirryrlry or Muong Yong and hc  himself celehratcd a feast them." 

The reader m;iy note that according to thc tradition. thc thi i~  of Muong Yong 
was linked with the oldcst and the mosl celebrated incidents in the cstablishmcnt 
of Buddhism. The local chronology urrcd a little houauw it placcd the reign of 
thc pious Aqoka. who lived in the middle of the third centurq. R.C.. near our cri. 
Howevcr. thr reader must not look so clo.wly: it is to thc order of the facts 
rcported in thcse pious lgend  only that we musl attribute somu chronolrqical 
value. 

More recent triditions prcscrved thc memory of thc conquest o r  thc countr). 
by the Chinese. This conquest appcxtxl to me to bc placed in thc thirteenth 
century duriny the reign of Khoubilai Khan. The Chinew icstahlishcd thcnrselves 
in Muong Y q .  which  hey made an important ckfcnse centcr for their sourhcrn 
border: thcy built a fortification. which took the name Vien Chiuny Ho. on rhc 
banks of thc Narn Ouq. Their domination. howcver. did nut 1 ~ 5 1  long and  he 
princes of Xicng hlai succeeded thcm in the govcrnmcnt of thc count? up to the 
sixteenth ccntury. the period whcn the Burrnrsc kings scizcd the whole rcgion 
up tn Xicng Sen. 

On 30 A u ~ u a .  I reccivcd a letter from Commander de lagkc, written about 
halfway to Xicng 'I'on?. IIe had had to abandon h c  direct road and had madc a 
dctour to thc south around Ihc mountain range which separated Muong Yong 
from Xieng Tong. (Hu wrote that1 the country which [Ire] traucrsod was inhahitcd 
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by natives called I k .  whose skills in agriculture and industry were no! inferitw 
to those of the Laoliws. nor did they dcserw in any wiy the lahel nzltivcs o r  Khe 
which was given to them by the conquering race. Thcse 1 1 ~  were drcssed more 
or less as ~ h c  Thai-Lu: a d w p  blue pair of lrousers and a jllckct with a red turban. 
Thcir villages wcrc big and well built: thc houses were very largc: their rrwL 
wached vcry low and formod a urt of covcrcd gallery all mund. The dwellings 
touched cach o ~ h e r  inskiid of k i n g  sprcad out haphwardly likc those of the 
Laotians. and thcy usually formed a widc. pleasing road. The gardens. in which 
he noticcd carefully cultivated tca plants. were outside thc village. The [scarcity 
ofl ~ v a ~ c r  . . . in the heights at which they lived probably obliged the natives trl 
group ~hcmselvcs in this way. The water was hroughr close ro the hrluses by 
bamhcnj pipes. Thc roads in the viciniQ of ihe villages wcrc well maindned and 
carefully fcnced by woodcn barricrs to prcvent animals from cnturing  he 
neighboring cul~ivated m a s .  thc main crop in which was cnttrm. ?‘hew fenccs 
wcrc c0ven.d with climbing plants and they formed hedges of prrcncry which 
held back thc soil hmught down by thc rains and thus proteckd the rtmds from 
landslides. 

Thc Doe wcn. capahlc hunturs. Hew. [Mr. du Lagkc  wmtc) [he] no longer 
tncountcred thc great lijrests and the grassy plains which were home to the grcat 
quadrupeds ofcentral IndeChina, such as the tigcr. thcclcphant or the rhinrxerm, 
but porcupine and wild hoar wcrc abundant and sometimes supplied thc kitchens 
of the inhabitants. 

[Fmm the account of1 the placcs where Mac1 xmd had mut the Lawa during his 
journcy in Xicng Tong and the details which hc provided on thcir customs and 
their economic activities. [Mr dc lagrkc] bclicved that they hclongcd to thc 
samc race as the Doc.. although the latter did not at all dewn:c the w ~ ~ r d s  of thc 
English explorers a b u t  the diay and awakward appemance of thc 1.i.a. To this 
group of pctjple. i.c.. the Ikz, we should add the Lcmet. who spnkc the same 
lan_euage and whose dress displayed vcry great similarities. In thc opinion of one 
of the mosl compelcnt men in IndwChinesc cthnogrqhic matters. Colonel Yule, 
these natives repwscnt thc dcgeneratc type of the mother rxtr of the Lantians 
and the Thais, in thc period when t h q  had not yct heen rntdified hj, Buddhist 
civili~ation. [Mr. dc Lag&] more happily adopted this opinion as the Due trday 
still gready resemble the Thais. The Dtw called hemsclvcs Hoi-Mane. They 
s i d  that they wcrc natiws with the samc origins and thal ihey spoke a dialect 
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ulwc to that ot- those who lived on thc hmks c>C ~ h c  Salween They called the 
laucr nativcs Hoi-Kun. 

A few Kha Kho villigcs wcrr intcrminglcd with the 1h villapcs on the platc'au 
of X i r ~ y  Tonp. iMuong Khay. from whcrc Commander de LigrCiu: wnltc to  mc. 
WAS a largc Iautian village inhabited for ~ h c  grcatcr pan by Lu from .Muong 
Ham, who had tlzd the country whun Maha Say. after having stirred up the war 
hrrlwccn Siam and Xienp Tong. had atlacked ~ h c  Lu prinripalitics of the Sip Sons 
Panna. or "lhc twelve Muongs." the namc which was sometimes used to designarc 
the kingdom r,f Xirng Hong. Muong Ham. onc o f  lhcsc twclvc provinces. had 
morc than four thousand registered illhahitants at that time. It has no nlorr than 
thrcc hundrcd now. 

Cornmandcr dc I.a@e ended his lettzr hy _riving notice nf [the arrival oil 
I'urthcr mail on the evening of thc thiniuth. written from Xieng Tong. 

'l'his promise inspired paticncc in us. Ilcspite the rains. we made a Ccw 
excursions in rhr vicinity of Muong Yong. Three to four kilomctcrs to ~ h c  north. 
thcru wcrc warm water springs which wc visil~rd. Thcy were situated clow to a 
plcasing big village where wc wrrr: surpriwd to find a daily n~arkct and a r a t  
numhcr o r  Pcguan and Burmese hawkcrs selling clnth and objects from Xicng 
Mi. Thcrc. was an abundance of all kinds of things. while in the capital or thc 
district. in Muong Yong. w=e often had prohlcms in buying ncccssiries at exorhitant 
prices. This wax thc result of the prewncc in the. 1attc.r p l x c  ot- the Bunncsc 
a_eent d (31. thc l a c s  rhat hc collected from thc vendors. 

On 76 August. the Burman cdlcd mu: hc had rcccivcd a letrer from X i c n ~  
Tong, which informed him that pcnnission to proceed had heen granted. I Iravc 
i~ to ~ h c  reader LO guess how satisfied wc wrc to hc able to put an end to our 
cnrorccd halt and to continue our journcy. Ncvcnhclcss. 1 was s~irprised that I 
did not rc-cuivc a lcllcr from the commander confirming lhis gotd news. Thc 
thiniuth of  August, the date fixed lbr thc arrival oC lhis letter. passed without 
bringing anythinz. Our waiting was thus prolonged unlil 6 Scptcmber. taking a 
Inon: prtxarious turn with the passing of c x h  day. Had Mr. de 1 agee fallen ill:' 
In which 'ax. why did I l r  lhorel not Pvc us my ncws:' Our confusion. which 
was morc than justified by a week's delay. con ju r~d  up one rcason aftcr annthcr. 
Our absolutc i_rmorancc on whal had passed in Xialg Ton? and on thc 
rhe c h i d  cd the cxpcdition had met with there. midc  us ct~njccturc all kinds ot 
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plausihlu assumptions. Thcrc win a rumor n~nning around thc cr>uur)- that twcnty- 
cifhl rntn bent by the king of Xien: Tmg to scll opium in Muong Phong and 
vicinily had bccn murdcrc-d. Only one man had ccscaped and had hrrwyht the news. 
iVc trtmnhled cvcry time wc heard such had rumors on the fate of par1 of the 
Commission which was so far away Cmln us. 

On 6 Scptemhcr wc h e x d  from public rumors that Mr. dl' Lagrk.  illstcad of  
cumin: hack to Muong Yong wnuld leave or hid nlrcady lett Xiuny Tong to 
procccd lo Muonz You. 7hcrc was. however, no plausihlc cxplanalion for his 
silcncc from that ~nonlcnt onxvards: had the rncsscnger with his lctlcr Ion it and 
did hc not dare to rappear. or had hc met with an accidcnt on the mad'.' 1 decided 
to i~xk to leavc Cur M u r j n ~  You w i ~ h  the wholc expedition. in order to diwicovcr 
whcthcr we rca11y had rccovcred t-rccdom of movsment agiain. Thc 5ur111zln madc 
n o  objection. Orders ~=crc given to gather the poners \t.c needed and our dcparturc 
was sct for thc eighth. The cvcning bcforc that day. in the middlc (IT our 
preparations. Ihr long-awaited Icucr of Commander dc Lag& fi~rally arrived. I t  

wa.. not d i d .  but the mzssengrr. who was none uthcr than the low-r inkin~ oniccr 
ol- Muong Yong who had escnrtcd the chicf oi- thc u x ~ d i t i o n  LO X j e n ~  Tong.  old 
us that hc had reccivcd i t  on thc first of' Scp tcn~hr .  Mr. de  I~grCt  cnnfinncd thc 
good news that had hcen givcn to me by the Burmese rcsidcnt: hrlweucr thcrc 
werc strings attachcd which made us fear new difficullics. A! the samc time. hc 
gave me some dctails on his journey and on his nr~otiiitions. He a r r i v d  with Ih .  
Thorcl in Xieng l b n g  on 23 August and ~hl :  two 1:rcnch nffiucrs rcccivcd in 
audience by the kine on thc twcnty-fifth. Iiis reception led thc chicf of the Frcnch 
mission to guess immcdiatcly (hat no ubstaulc whatsocvur wcluld come from 
that side. The v i s i~  made 10 the Iathcr or this prinuc by MacLcod in 1837 -a visit 
of which thc prince rctaincd thc hest of memories-was prhaps one oC thc 
mnst important reasons rrlr the goodwill he showed to t:rcnch travclcrs. Hc ortcn 
spokc with Mr. de  1-agke of thc English officer. ahr~ut  his crlstumc and his 
instmmcnts. 1a.r. ifl . . . all ~ h c s e  de~ai l s  had been to him thc rcvelnlion of a sup-rior 
civiliution. h ; ~ v i n g  the king, Mr. dc  Lagkc went to the assembly oCthe mandarins. 
It consisted or thiny-two officials. reprcscnting thr  thirty-two il/lrorr.g%- or 
pmvinccs ofthe kingdom and all nominatd  by thc king and prcsidrd rwcr by two 
mandarins of a higher rank. nominated by thc court of Ava. Thc reception was 
al~nost fritndly as that of thc king. Thc ncxl das il was the turn uf thc Bur~nesc 
mandarin. who is dcsimated by the title "Pozr Sr~trr.'' I lc  said that it was hy very 
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prccious metal was pmcurcd, since thc rebellion of the Muslinls. had increasld 
its value considerably. At thc moment of Commander de I .a,&ee's visit, gold wax 
cxchangcd ayainst twenty-one, twcnty-two, twcnty-thrcc and even twenty-four 
limes its in silvcr. according to the purity of the later. The cxuhange rate 
in rupees was twenty times the wcight. A h u t  a kilometer to the west ofthe tnwn 
there was a rlrrri by thc name of That Chom Sri which was greatly revered: it was 
under rcpir. According to thc tradition. its foundation was attrihutd to Aqoka 
who was known by thc name of Pha Souko. 

Relations between the king of Xicng Tong and the two French ollicers hecmc 
more pleasant and mttrc cordial cauh day: His Majesty invited his guests almost 
every day lo spend thc evening w i ~ h  him and. putting aside etiquette. bombarded 
them with questions b u t  French customs. about Saigon, Cochinchina. Eur-opc, 
about French language and science. l'hc botanical excursions o r  our naturalist, 
who was seen returning each cvening with huge bushels of plants under his arms, 
had vcry much intrigued the king: one day he had more than fin); species of plant 
bmught and he was very surprised to note that nur botanist knew them dl. He 
requested him to perform his work for him and the bistour);. the magnifying 
glass. the pen, and the ink-stand became in turn thc object of his curiosity and his 
questions. IIe an~uscd hi~nself b!- writing down the Fn-nch namcs of all thcsc 
objwts and one day he wanted his gucsls to demonstrate to him the procedure nf 
a European meal. Thcy asked Moucllo, Mr. de Lagke's orderly, to come with dl 
his utensils. They furnished him w i ~ h  chickens. eggs. carrots, pork meat, and 
small hamboo shoots. The wh(hc was prepared on thc spot and scrved in English 
crockeq and silver cups which wmposed ~ h c  royal crwkery. Thc king's wife 
attendcd these informal meetings and tricd to obtain some remedies against  he 
rheumatics of old agc from nur doctor. boh she and hcr husband wore luxurious 
jewelry. At each chaiist they had new rings, new goldcn =-rings in which diamonds 
and cmcralds of a considerahlc value sparkled- Thc king had h n  decnraed with 
the order of Ava, with fiftc~n small chains and four golden plates adorned with 
ruhics, which hc wore as a sash from left to right. 

After having seen all the letters which Commandur de Lager: was holding and 
having convincud himself of his sinccnty, the Laotian princc rorthwith allowed 
him lo leave Xicng Tong as soon as hc wanted and it was agreed that the two 
Frcnch officcrs would lcave directly ror Muong You, while a lettcr would hc 
kkcn to Muong Yong. to h c  rest of Ihe expedi~ion. authorizing them to p m c d  
trl the samc point. 
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But thc Human did not mcan Lo rclcasc so quickly thc frjrciyncrs hc had 
mawqcd to get in his :rasp. and hc m i s d  oh-icction aAcr ohjcctir~n. Thc gord 
hit11 of thc  kin^ was thoroughly irritated by this IIIOVC. Hc scnl three mandarin< 
to thc Pil~r Sorri- trj dcclart lhllt hc had wishcd to -'I' Ihc tbrcigncrs in X i c n ~  
Tong. that thry canlc. that cvcryhtdy was able to judgc [hat ~ h r y  wrn: ho~lrst and 
that now lhcy wkcd 10 ctj~llil~ue their journcy and [hiit thih \hould tw ~.ranrcd tn 

them. 'lhc Burm;lli acted ;IS if hc was xcucfing and ~ ~ I V L '  I ~ C  kine's envoys ;I wriltcn 
pcr~nil for Mr. dc  L a g r k  to pmccd (In [hc jotrmcy. Thc mandarins. hclicvi~lg 
cvcrylhing was m a u g d r l .  hilstcncd to convey this to thc c h i d  rlfthr Frwuh mission. 
The vcriliration coniplc~~ul.  hc lbund [hat rhc a h w c  ~~lcntir,ncd drlcumcnl W;IF ;i 

p i ~ s s p r t  to circulate in thc intcrirw of  [he province of  Muons Yrlnz and thi~t thr' 
nalnc 01- blutlnz Yhu wils 1101 cvcn mcnti~jn~xl in ill [kir  dc  I-agriu. wmtv tll;~t h r ]  
had lo  go hack on the ;ltwc.k. On 3 Scptclnhcr. tinally armed with a proper pcrmit. 
our trrlvul uo~l ip~ninns  lcft for Muonp Yo11 attcr ha\=ing rcurivcd. iullong cwhcr 
oifts. from thr king ;I beautiful hrww which was thc start rli' t h t  txpcditicln's t 

c ~ v a l r y  divisic~n. 11 was christcnrd K o w ~ l .  by rc;lsun of  its kingly r~rigins. 

The complex mtlvcs by the Hurmcw rcsidunt cvidcntly had thc rlhjcctivu rll- 
winning timc so [hit he might rcccivc an answer from Ava k f o w  the French 
Corlllnissiun had lcCt Bu~.n~csi. tc r r i to~- .  I h i s  answcr had to arrive almr>sl ;LI ~ h c  
sanlc t imc as. rw two or thwc days after. the departure of Mr. dc h y r k  iron1 
Xieng Hony. auct~rding to lhc information obtained hy C:oloncl (now G~cncrill) 
Fytchc. the Enylish rcsidcnt in Bunna. IIcrc is the lcttcr that thc latlcr wrote 
from Kanpcln on 9 Augusl 1867. to thc viccrr>y o t  India: "lhc I-'rcnuh cnplo~ltion 
commission h ~ s  amaed  in thc Shan Shtc. tributary to Yunnan. East (11- Bamcr. 
They havc rvrittc11 from hlainslon r>r hMaingla to thc court of i l ~ a  to I . L ~ I I C S ~  t h ~  
iluthrlrization to visit Mi~ndillay. ' A favor;lble rcply has k c n  scnt. This rcply left 
blandala); rill 3 1 July." -]his Icttcr c~idcd with dctails on the towns 01- Milinglon 
and of Mainyla. situillcd on the nmd frtnn Ti-Ly to Ramo via Young-~ch;~ng. dctails 
which uanlicll Ix reproduced hcrc. The honorable Ilnglish officer was misled. as 
nllc can scc. ahout uur real situation hy the in l i ) r~~~at inn  of the Itlcals. Ths  Ic~tcr 
to u=hich hc 11ladr: an allusion was surely the one which was hy Uo~ll~l~ilndcr 
dc. h g r z c  frcjnl h?Iuone I-im to Xicnp Tong and which rcqucstud au~t~o~.izatir>n. 
not to y o  to Mandalay. but simply to traverse thc I .ao~ian trihuhry S I ~ I C S  of Burma. 
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