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INTRODUCTION 

Frank Vinccnt Jr. was born .on 2 April 1848 in 
Brooklyn, Ncw York, the son of Harriet (nee Barns) 
and Frank Vincent of the prosperous d r y g d s  firm af 
Vincent, Clark and Co.,in New York City. Frank Vin- 
cent Sr. had an estate at Tarrytown-on-the-Hudson and 
sent his son to Peekshill Military Academy near there 
and then in 1866 to Yale College. But at the end of his 
second term he was forced by ill health to leave college, 
and his attempt to resume his studies in the following 
year proved abortive for the same reason. However, in 
1875 Yale was to confer upon him the honorary degree 
of Master of Arts and in 1W5 he was permitted to enrol 
as a graduate member of his old class of 1870.' 

Denied the opportunity of pursuing his studies at 
the university. Vincent determined instead to- "survey 
the enfire fieldof literature, science and art. ..in famous 
standard and epoch-making books" and to make a 
systematic tour of all the most interesting and less fre- 
quented parts of the world, "whether or not they 
offered the most romantic opportunities for pictures- 
que description."2 He had the means, the leisure and 
the energy to undertake this ambitious programme and 
between 1871 and 1886 he claimed to have travelled 
355,000 milcs "over the entire world," to havc crossed 
Lapland alone and to have penetrated a thousand miles 
into the interior of Brazil, where he discovered the 
great double cataract of Iguasu. 

1. See Dictionary of American Biography, wl XIX, Troyc-Wenworth 
(1936) p-227. 
2. luorskI I a p p  and Fim.  Preface, p-v. 



Between 1873 and 1H95 Vincent published five 
books on his travels in Southeast Asia, India, Scandina- 
via, Africa, Central and South America, and elsc- 
where. His first hook, a d  arguably his most readable, 
was The Land of the White Elephanr, sights and scenes 
in South-Eastern Asia, a personal narrative of travel 
and adrlenfurc in Farther India, embracing the mun- 
tries of Burma. Siarn, Cambodia and Cochin-China 
(1871-2). published in London in 1873. This was fol- 
lowed three years later by Through and Through the 
Tropics, thirty thousand miles of  travel in Oceania 
LsicJ. Australasia, and India (New York, 1876) and in 
188 1 by Norsk. Lapp and Fjnn or Travel Tracings from 
the Far North of Eompc. 

In 1890 he published two books about his travels in 
Latin ~rnerica- In and Out of Central America and 
other sketches and studies of travel and 'Around and 
About South America: 'I'w~*e~r). .Mortths of Quest and 
Query. In addition to accounts of Costa Rica, Nicar- 
agua, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. In and 
Out of Central America contains a description of 
Angkor and Cambodia under the title of "A Rival to 
Solomon's Temple," which is an updated but scarcely 
more accurate version of the chapters on that subject 
in The Land of &he White Efephanr, logether with essays 
on the atrocities committed by King Thihaw of Burma 
and some of his predecessors, entitled "An Oriental 
Monster," and on the recently deposed Emperor Dorn 
-Pedro IT of Brazil, whom Vincent greatly admired. 
Finally. in I895 an account of his travels in Africa 
appcared. for which he chose one of the sillier of his 
alli terativc titles -Actual Africa or the Coming Cunti- 



nent. By this time. he was generally acknowlcdgcd to 
bc. in the words of the Chicago Tribunc. "one of thc 
most brilliant and judicious of literary travcllctls" and, 
as the critic of thc Christian Unim described him, "one 
of the most practiced and agrccablc of writers of books 
of travel." The deficicncics in his much vaunted scho- 
larship and his lack of scientific knowlcdgc wcrc in thc 
opinion of most of his contemporaries compensated for 
by the acute observation. good humour. enthusiasm 
and intclligcnce which his writing displayed. The mod- 
ern reader, with the advantage of being a great deal 
better informed about almost every part of the world. 
including Southeast Asia, than the majority ' of Vin- 
ccnr-s kontemporaries. may not he willing to view his 
shortcomings quite so indulgcntly . but cannot fail to be 
attracted by his spontaneity and candour. 

The L a d  of the White Elephant received no less 
critical' acclaim than his later works. 7 l e  New York 
Times wrote that "thc narrativc of Mr. Vinccnt may 
claim a high rank for rhe variety and attractiveness of 
its in formarion. the consistency and apparent corrcct- 
ness of its statements, and its rare power of graphic 
description.. . It betrays the zeal of the genuine rravel- 
Icr." In Lundon The Pall Mall Gazcrtc considered that 
"the whole of his book is worth reading. as giving the 
latest observations of an intelligent traveller over coun- 
tries that are rapidly changing their characteristics," 
while John Bull declared rhapsodically that "Farther 
India is srill more or lcss a sealed book to  most of us. 
and onc could not desire a more plea~ant tutor in fresh 
geographical lore than our author. I Ic won our heart ar 
oncc by plunging in medias rcs, instcad of devoring a 



chapter to the outward voyage; and he tells us sensibly 
and intelligently, in a natural and unaffected style, what 
hc saw and heard." "It is the writer's object," said the 
Utica Herald, "to introduce civilization in Farther In- 
dia to  thc notice of the English people. We think he 
succceds admirably in his effort." The Land of the 
White Elephant went through five editions and was 
translated into and German. 

Vincent was well connected, particularly in di- 
plomatic circles. and this made his travels much easicr 
and enabled him to  meet heads of state and other 
eminent personages and lo visit places that might other- 
wise have hecn inaccessible to him. The debt which he 
owed to his many diplomatic friends is shown not only 
by his frequent rcferences to  their assistance and to the 
journeys he made in their company, but by the dcdica- 
tions of his books. Through und Through the Tropics is 
inscribcd to Baron d e  Hiibner. "embassador [sic], 
minister, historian, an honored companion in several 
Asiatic journeys." and In and Out of Central America 
to the Hon. John A. Iialderman. "diplomatist, states- 
man, jurist. soldier," whilc Around und Abouf Soiith 
America is dedicated to no less a personage than the 
Emperor Dom Pedro II."scholar and scientist, patron 
of the arts and letters, sterling statesman and model 
monarch.'? whom Vincent had met in Rio de Janeiro 
and at Petropolis shortly before he was dcposed, and 
Actual Africa, "by special permission," to  King 
Leopold I1 of the Belgians. Norsk Lapp and Finn was 
inscribed, perhaps a little incongruously, to Henry 
Stanley "in admiration of his inestimable services to 
science and civilization," while for The Land of thc 



White Elephant Vincent chose Baron Henry Calick. 
"minister-resident and consul-gencral of His Impcrial 
and Royal Apostolic Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
King of IIungary etc. in China, Japan and Siam. with 
pleasant remembrance of rare experiences in Shan- 
ghae, Chefoo and ~ e k i n g . " ~  

h- lW9 Vincent, then aged 61, married a distant 
cousin, Ilarriet Stillman Vincent of Brooklyn, and set 
up house with her in New York City. There were no 
children of the marriage. On 19 June 1916 he died in 
Woodstock, NY and was buried in Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery, Tarrytown. By the time of his death he had 
become an honorary member of 26 scientific and liter- 
ary societies and had rewived nine decorations from 
rulers and governments in the countries he had visited. 
In 1885 he had given his collection of antiquitin and works 
of an, including same fragments of sculpture from 
Angkor Wat, to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York and was accordingly made a patron of the 
Museum. 

Vincent's style was admired by Long€e11ow and othcr 
writers of the New England school, and the-reading public 
acclaimed him as a second Marco Polo. Tuday, however, 
his works are largely forgotten and are certainly no longer 
read for their scholarly content. Nevertheless. they re- 
main of considerable interest itcausc of thc kcen powers 
of observation of their author. his zcst for adventure 
and his unaffected delight in seeing new places and 
meeting new peoplc. He always did his homework most 
conscientiously - among the authorities he consulted 



beforc writing The Land of the White Elephant wcrc 
bitch, Sangcrmano, Bigandct. Bowing. Mouhot. Bastian, 
Carnd.. Abcl Remusat. John Thomson and Christoval 
dc Jaquc - and his work is notable for its opcn-mindedness 
and lack of prejudice. Perhaps ir is for this reason that 
his wiling rctains tnday i t i  fmhncss and vigour-and that. 
even though he was so wrong ahout so much of what hc 
saw, not least about thc origins and history of Angkor. 
which was the main objective of his travels in Southcast 
Asia, his books arc still both enjnyablc and instructive 
to read. 

Thc present cditicm of The 1~1r1d of t h ~  t+'/titc k f ~ ~ i w t l t  

is reprinted from the first edition, published in London 
in 1873 by Sampson Low. Marston. Low. and Scarlc, 
while rhc text of the Supplcmenr is rcprinrcd from thc 
fourth edition. published in New York in I W by Harpcr 
and  roth hers.“ 

A glossary and notes on the text can be found at 
the end of the hook on p a p  385-422. Becausc of their 
abundance. I have not corrected in the notes all thc 
minor factual errors and orthographic inaccuracies of 
Vincent's text (for example, his spelling of Crawfurd 
as 'Crawford' and his dating of the foundation of Sin- 
gapore to 1818 and the cstablishmcnt of Bangkok as 
the Siamcsc dynastic capiral t o  1769) and I have only 
drawn attention to thosc few which I considered might 

4. The rrprint r l i  [hi* work rcccnlly publirhcrl I>!- thc O~irlrt l  I!nivCrsil\- 
Press ill its Oxlord in Asia H:~rdb;ick Ruprinti serif5 5t.tatcs incr~rrc~Tly 
th:11 thc rim1 ccli~ir,n w;lz pulali>hcd in k r r -  York in 1874 h~ f l:lrpcr ;lnd 
t3riithcrr. 



affect the reader's understanding or create problems 
of identification. I am grateful to Dr. Andrew Forbcs 
and Mrs. Gretchen Lin for contributing information to 
the notes to pages 76, I 1 0  and 222. 

Bangkok, July 1988. Jolm Villiers 
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P R E F A C E  

JTr~~rl rs the pat- five years the attent-ion of the \vcstern 

world especially has been earr~estly aud anxioudy 

directed to marly of the countrim of Asia - to 

Burma, Siam, Cambodia, and M i n  China ;imongst 

others-where unusual and ext.raordinary inno~at-ions 

ha\-c been introduced, where encouraging soda1 and 

religious rerroIutions have been initiated, and wl~erc 

' modern progresu' is now so rapid as almost to 

raisc fmrs of dangerous reaction or cvcn collapse. 

Last year thc Kings of Siam and Cambodia left, 
for the first time in history, their ~qpitaI cities, and 

t.mvcllcd in search of instruction nncl pleasure, thc 
one to Java and India and the other to Hang Kong 

and Peking. 

Opinions, laws, customs, even religioions, which 

IIRVC been rook1 and established for ages, are gra- 

dudy undergoing change, and a change on the whole 

for tllc betkr- And still there are no count-ries in 

ihh, whcrt: the arts of civiliserl life arc undemtoml, 

of which .rvc haw so limited a knowledge s t-hose 

rrrl~idl lie bctwccl~ tIlc B : I ~  uf Ik'ugpl ;111d the Cllilln 



k. Although during the prwnt century some- 

thing bas k e n  lmnled, ~ e t  rnl~cll reinains to bc 

told ; a @cat deal of important informat-ion has to 

be gatliered before we r z r n  &ill1 a ful l  and t ~ l l c  

ncquaiiliance with t l ~ e  kingdoms and p~wt~ctoratcs 

of Fzuther India-their present mndi tion, cap~Lilitieu, 

and prospects. A country of 1,000,000 square lnilc% 

in ara  and 25,000,000 inhabitants-having a won- 

rierfilll y procluctive soil and a great1 y extendd 

commerce -with which the unawidable marc11 of 

events ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ s  we arc soon to Lave more intimate 

relatiom, certainly merits a careful study. 

A three->-cars' jounley round tl~e world-the gre2ter 

part of tllc time wcupieil in ~l-hich WRS cmplo-jed in 

stuclying Man a-ncl Kature in the variorls land.: of southcrn 

and eastern Asia (from P C P ~  to Tibet, to Mongolia 

mid Japan) ancl but reccntly completed-inclurlcd 

pisits to Fsl-ther India 01- Indo-China (as it is a h  

strled) in tlie years 1871-72. The foUo\i:ing pages 

a150 c-onbin a persond narrative of travel and 

adient-me in Burma, Siam, Cambodia, and Cocllin 

C'l~iua, for .\i-lljc11 liltle else is claimed than the merit of 
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THE LAND 

THE WHITE XLEPHANT 

IT was at rtiybreak on thc 2nd of April, 187 I, that 

we-an English fricnd was with rnc-first saw the 

sIlnrcs of Buma 'CVe had been a short timc at sea, 

having left Madras eight days prcvioudy7 but the end 

of the voyage was nonc the less welcome, for it was 

abaut the s e w n  that the monsoon challgcs, and those 

terrific revo2ving sturms called cyclones sweep the 

upper part of the Bay of Bengal, so often with fatal 

&st. Our steamer was the ' Oriental ' (Capt. Smith). 
We had a full list of passengers, many of them being 

English officers, who were ordered h m  various Indian 

stations to t . 1 ~  can tonnlcnt of Tou~~gllm, on the Si,it-t;lng 
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river, in north-eastern Burma. The route uwdy taken 

by these s t e a m c ~ l l i n g  at ~ u ~ i p t a m ,  Coconada, 
Vizagapatam, and Bimlipahm on the coast of Inch, 

and thence nearly due east to Rangoon-is about a 

thousand miles in length. 

W c  cnjoycd a remarkably plmwnt voyage. Masu- 
lipatam was reached on the second day. This town 

is of iinprtailce only as being the 11mst seaport to 

the l q e  city of Fecundcrabad, in the Xizam's dominions 

of Southcrn India. In 1865 a trc~ncndous cyclone 

and tidal wave destroyed thirty thousa~~d of the in- 

habitants, and nearly all t.he buildinbts of the town. Co- 

conada is a larger town than Masulipstam, and from it 

am e x p o d  large quantities of cotton, castor-oil, seeds, 
and grain. On the third (Li we anchoral off Viza- 

p p t a m ,  a Iargc town, most picturesquely situated on 

a plain stlrrouncled by gently sloping hills, near the ,w 

shore. Thc houm are built of mud find unhurnt 

bricks; and crowning the summits of several of the 

nwcr hills are graceful little temples ; and at their basm 

datc and cocoa p:ilms, green, feathery laves 

add very much to t.he 1)allty of the scefic. having  

Riml iptam-a simple cluster of mud huts-we saw 

nothing but sky and wakr until the lighthouse on the 

lllgunrh reef, fifteen or twenty miles disLm trfrom Cape 



hTt!grilis (the sout.11-west cstrcmity of Pvgu), rose np 

from the oceln's bed before us. It is ertxt-1 011 :I very 

dangerous rcef, rriore than a inilc in length, and inuch 

of which is o11ly just :ibo\-c w-a-tter at. low tide. The 
shaft, built of a rcil stone, is 160 feet in height, and, 

no land k i n g  in sight, certainly presentcrl n rl~oet 

aillguIar appcur:mnw ; ho.rve~;-er, wit11 o x  1)inoc-uhn we 

could dist.irlguish t.w-o or three lines of billows dmhing 

tliernsel\-es one after another upon thc duk  m k s .  

EWII after ' sighting ' the land we rcccivcd on board 

tl~c pilot, alrci then l ~ l f  an hour's stanling brmlght us 

to the mouth of the Rangma river, with its 1 4 w ,  

n-mled shores, and red ohlisks on eit.11er he~llanrE- 

warning to the mariner. Sandbanks, -rvhosc cdges .we 

mwkcd by large iron buoys imlicati~lg the channel's 

htl ,  st.retchc.d for n long dishnce out to sea- We 

passed :I dozen or more large sl~ips heforc rmllu~g thc 

river's mouth ; these, the captain infornld us, an- 

chored there in order to frce themselves from thc port 

durn ro which they wo~lld bc subject if l~..ing at the 

dty, and the masters go ' up tr, town' and ellgage their 

cargms. At ib cntrancc tl~c %ngoon river is two 

miles in width, wl~iIe crppmik t.he city, twcntj~-six 

miles ahow, it narrows to about a tlliril of ;l mile, with 

four or fire fathoms' depth. The foreign ships anch orcd 

n 2 



in the ri\-er madc a v e ~  considerable show, our   is it 

k i n g  at t-he height- of tllc rice st3qew11. &ngoon, lying 

upon level p u ~ l r l ,  cxtenda for about a mile along tile 

river, and perhaps tl~rce timw tlmt diutancc inla~~rt. 

By the bank of the riser there runs a broad maca- 

danlisd street., adla1 ' the St.rant1,' mil facing this arc 

the Go~ernment ofices and =ny ilnp~siug and stlb- 

sti~ntial stores and dwellinghouscs. The city abounds 

with rich tropical foliage, which sljhades many of the 

teak and bamboo bnilt hub, and from the stmmer's 

deck we can see a snlall English c;t~ltonment-, two or 

t-hrce Xuropean cllurchcu, nnd scTem1 large pagodas, 

wit-h gilded a1111 ricldy orns~nentcvl spires. ) k : J - ~ ~ ~ d  the 

city wc see :L ~ U I I ~ I C  of palnls and hnmas, a-nd barnl~os 

st.rctdling away, n waving sea of green, to thc very 

horizon itself. T11c count-17 a b u t  R~ngoon - the dclta 

of t l~c b m t  ~rmw;ddy river--i;3 of much the same 

nat.urc as that at the er~~buuchure of t-he Ganges, hcing 

low, sanrly, and muddy, and subject- to t-rementlous 

floods in the rainy season. 

Therc are two or three hotels in Emgoon, hut these 

full, and not being able to obtain rooms in any 

private dwcllirlg, ~wc I\-crc wmpellcd ' to go to htmsc!- 

keepi~ig,' i.c. to ]la%-c nn entire cotlxgc ant1 ortlcrr our 

rnclls f ro~t l  a ~lciglil)n~lring bakery The I I C X ~  f(!w (I:ty~ 



wcrc p1cas;lntly pasved i tl secing ' the sighh ' of the 

city. 

lbngoon, the colnmerci:il capital of Burma, was 

fountl~l by King Alotnpra, the H u n n ~ e  mr~qucror of 

Pegu, in 1756, and was pcwplecl by the inhabitants d 

the ancient capital of the PI-ovince, who were brought 

away for that purpose. It lvas captured by the 

British during the firat Burmese IVW in 1824, but was 

afterwards rc~tord.  111 1852 it again fcll into t-he 

hands of the English, and will now rcmdn, d o u l ~ t I ~ ,  

permanently in their pos,wssion. The population at 

present . ir about 60,000- Hurmesc, Chinese, and 

lfindoos. Thc streets of Rango& arc laid out at right 

angles, and most of thcin are broad, macadiniserl, and 

dm. The greater part of the European private 

residence arc raised upon pilw. Thme a m  built of 

plain teak Isoards and have t i ld  roofs, but the native 

town or quarter is very incan-lmkiug, the huts there 

k i n g  of bamboo, with palm-leaf t-hatched covers. 

The movt wondcrfuI sight in fingoon is the gcat 

h y  Dagon, or Golden Pagdtcthe largcst &ce 

of the kind in Burma, and probably the largest in thc 

world. It is situated a b t  a mile from the city upou 

a bill perhaps eighty or a hu~ldrtxl feet in height-. 

The entrance, pndecl by two huge griffins of brick 



aiid Inortar, ptwwics k t w e c a  lorlg u;lr.ro\~- sl~ecls, lVl~ich 

are beardifully t!urved ;111;l g::ludily painted in vcr- 

milio~i and gold, :~ncl C O V ~ : I - C ~  wit-Il horrid rcprrw~l- 

ki~ions of the Budl~iutic torturns r c s e l ~ ~ t ~ l  for t.lie 

tl:rnrllcd ; and thelice, mountit~g a very rlilnpihtccl 

stair-, the iinlileilsc stui~c tcrr:lcc I I ~ K I I ~  whic11 tllc 

pagala itself stallrls is rcadwrl. Ihis ~ r m c c  is newly 

a thoumnd fcet square, a11d the 1 x 1 ~  of tlle structrtre, 

stardiilg at its centre, k c~t~onal-shaputi and fificen 

huiltlrcd feet in circu~nfcwnc-t?, whilc the cntire hcigllt 

of t.he plguda is three hmlrlrerl feet. It is br~ilt-of mlirl 

mwonly and GIII~, cover-ccl with gold leif, am1 graclu:~lly 

t a p =  to EL spirt:, W I I ~ C I I  ter~llitlat~y ill a tt:e (~111113rell;i), 

at1 open iroti-\vork cap, t-i\ycnty-six feet in heigl~t-. TIlc 

rroltl- up011 g~is pagoda is s;~irl to cclusl 111e weight of a .? 
former Nunuex Lug, : L I ~  the spirt blazw so ficrcely 

umler a noonday's sun ns to almost dazzle the bcllolrlcr. 

At tlic I):tsc of the i~ornr?i~sc shructurc are h w : d  stone 

steps ancl Inrge griffins, aari also sutl~e amaller pagcd:~s 

of like &sign a d  finidi. 

Within the ct~closure of the I ) ~ ~ o & L  are 111al1g 

t e ~ l l > l c ~ ,  most ol' tllcm ciontainil~g Iiuge ilo;tgcs of 

Gauclanla (the 1:~st Rudlla), ~nncle of moorl, brick n~lci 

lime, ii~arl>le :ulci mclal, uld nearly a11 thickly giltlcd ; 

some of tllc sittiilg figures arc twelve fcet, aurl sunlc of 
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the standing ones much aa eighteen feet in height. I 
not . id  that all  the faces wore a hmomus, contentd 

exprasion, one sensual, however, rather than intd- 

Iectud. Some of thcir drapery was made of minute 

pieces of ghs, especially were the f r i n p  of the robes 

thus ornamented. This g v c  them the appearanoe of 

coats of mail, md when different m l o d  glassas were 

used in a court dress the efTect was quite gay. Some 
of the idoh were clothed in yellow garments-yellow 

being the ordained wlour of all priestIy rob. On 
smdl tables in front of many of the images were 

andes,  flowers, and little paper flags ; some of 

these being used in the forms of worship, and some 

having been presented as offerinp by religious devoteeu. 

h f i y  poles were plantetl at short intervals around the 

pagoda. The* were crowned with tees, and also at 

several feet from their tops were fixd ruddy made 

game-cock-the national emblcm. of the Burmese- 

and the remainder of the pole was hung with vari- 

coloured streamers. Burma is well known to be one 

of the strongholds of Buiihism. The S h y  Dugon 
pagor1;r derives its pcculiar sanctity from being the 

depository, according to Burmese tradition, of relics 

of the last four Budhas- viz. tho staff of Iian- 

thathon, thc water-dipper of Gallnagton, a garment 



of Kat-l~apn, alld cight hilirs from the Itcacl of Gau- 

rl~mw. X ~ I I I ~ R I I  pagalas, it may be obscrk-cd, arc  lot 

tcmpleleu, but n lor~ui~~t?~~ts  ei-cctd to the WCII;VI.~ of 

Gnutlmln, : l id  tllej- m-c a.11 aippowd tc) twut:ii~l sacred 

1-elics, :lnd r~,iwerlucutly are objects of worship tr, the 

Ihlllist. Tlte Golrlell PHFCK~~ 1-cars its lofty H e d  fro111 

a beiutifill grow of 1';llln~r:l :11ir1 crxoa pilills :~nd 

~~lango t-rces, but i t  is uot a very sj~mmctrical htl-uct111-e, 

t.he base 1)citlg Lr t w ~  large and t . 1 ~  shaft too massive 

to wcure arr e1c:gnt eKect.. 

What is justly tcri~~ed ' the grcnt bdl ' of It~i~qotln , . 

is 111111g in :1 p i ly  ol-rt;l~neiltcd pnvilioti ne:w the I;II-gc 

I 1 stowl upriglit. l111clt.r it w it-11 perfect case, 

a~irl a tlr1zc11 lllc~i llligl'llt. ltave stood tlicl-e wit11 ~ n c .  

Tllc bull has :a long ir~scl-iption in thc S I ~ ~ ~ : I I L  cl~:~mctcr, 

cu1t)gist.i~ of t . 1 ~  king ~ v l i o  ~wcwlited it, cut : i lw~ur l  its 

t:iri:u~nfi!ru~rcc. I lrqwa : ~ w  csprr:+rd 111:~t for tllix 

~tlc~itorione gift, rcplctc wit11 t l i ~  virtuc of L~ncGcr:ilw, 

Be  (the kirtg wl~o ~I . c sc I I~~ . (~  tlie bcll) ntiiy kec)~ductt.cl 

to Nieljs~l (tllc 33~dl1jst llenrtm), allti t~htain t-l~e tic- 

saillcrl blwxillg of awn: 11ak (genii), : I I I ~ ~  Ura11111as 11:- 

ii~c-,~ns of (li\=ine 11erfcct-io11, ant1 tlr;it lie m:iy a1.0 o11tni11 

in h is  trl~~i.-illii~-atioi~ .* only the i-ctg:ll state a111ong 11itr11 

1 L 'Tliuu: i t1  ortler ttl c:we tl~c voicc'of 

homigc cluring tlie peliod of jive 11ur~clrcd years to be 



I I C L ~ I ~ I  a i  t11e ~ ~ i o ~ ~ u i ~ i ( ? ~ ~ t  of t l ~ c  ( l i v i ~ ~ c  l t i~ ir  i ~ i  t11~ it27 t)f 

l l~u~gooi~,  let tllc wwilrrl of t.hc & ~ r ~ : ~ t  1ne1-it of gii-ir~g 

tht! great 11~11 c;11Ic~l M;iJi:t Gaud9 LK: unto tllc royal 

irir~tlucr ~ ~ L I C C I I ,  t-lie ~-oj-:~l fat-llcr pnqll-ictor of life, Lwd 

of tllr: whi t  e clcl)li:tlrt, 1 Ilcrr~yaIgraudL~thcr Afollng~~icrig, 

tlii: royicl un(:lt~, tlic 1-o~-a1 :~nnt.-qut!c~i, tile royi1 so~lu, 

tlic rrlj-al (l:ilig11 t4:1s, the myil rcl;~tives, t!le r o p l  

col~:r~l)i~lcrs, the ~lol~lemcn, the milikiry O~I~CUIH,  :i~icl 

~ c ~ ~ I ( ~ I c M .  T.et tliu nab wIlo guwd the leligiouu dis- 

p c . 1 1 ~ 1 f  io11 fivc t l i o ~ ~ u d  ywrs ; the nalx \~11o gmt r;l the 

roy:11 rit.!,, p;il:urc, a~icl 1mlbrell:1; tlic uats \VIM> all 

:rn)u~irl gt~iitul tht: clnpjru, tlic: ~)rl.ovincea, allrl vill:~gcs : 

t-i~e n;~t.lc wl~o gu;lrrl tlic n~ui~~iinerits of  tlic clivine lmir, 

nrouurl the! 1iilI 'l'amp:tkolita, to)gf:thcr witll t.hc Iaats 

a,\-t:r~~il~g Iloli1ru:1 nncl Akath:i, a11d :111 mtioiitll I3ci1 t g~  . . 
t.llr-ougl~uut t-llc uriil-crse, utter l>r,iises and :~cccpt t llc 

supplici:tt ions.' 
f .  I l i o~ t~ l i  in:~uy ilativce -\\-ere ill the ~"ilgocla cnt!losure, 

we -\\-ere allo\~-cri to fi-ecl y \v:~lk :tboul, to c~ltcr a11 tllu 

i~~~agc-l~uliws, : ~ ~ l r l  to i~q)ecf. evc1-ythi11g at our lci~liile, 

tlic l3unncw Ilaviiig lcas frul3tical 11otiolls in 1'1:gar~l to 

t-l~cir rdigiot~s r~clificc.; tli;~n eilhcr t l ~ c  TTimlotn or 

I : 1 i i i 1 i 1 : 1 1  Tllc E~lglisli 1nilit:iry offic-i;lls liave 

I~uiIt a st-rung l~rick -\v:-oll, I Jerccii f i r  ~ i i ~ i s k e t ~ ,  aljo~t 

the Goltlcl~ 13:tgocl:1, lo serve : IS  ;I- tcnll)oixq lutrmt in 
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case of any sudden outbreak among the natives, and 

because it, being upon high ground, commands the 

city, and the cantonments am near at hand. 

There are several other smaller pagodas in Bangoon, 

but all of them are built pretty much on the same plan ; 

the bme consists of one or mom quadrangles, succeeded 

by a tapering bell-shaped structure, either round or 

forming a polygon, the apex of which is crowned with 
the bee (umbrella), and without that addition it would 

be considerer'i incomplete. Thc building itself is 

invariably a solid mass of masonry constructed of 

unburnt brick, wit-h an outer coating of plaster, which 

usually is richly gilded. 



BURMKSE MASHEM .X%D CL-STOMS 

IT is now genc~illy Lelievtxl that- tile Burinesc, and 

iuclcori all the various rdms and imtions of Indo-China, 

migrated at a rcn~otc cod from the plateaus of 

Ccntral Asia, and that they are of mixed origin, 

ses iog some of the characteristics of the Endoo 

(t-lie Caucasian) a-nil some also of t-hc Chinarnan (the 

EiIongol). Thus in pemm they ~1.c short ant1 stout, 

wi t l ~  the small, oblique cycs, high and ~)romhellt chwk- 

htlcs,  and flat, short, arid broad nose of the Tartar, 

Chi~iese, a i d  Japanese racers, arid the ' raven lllack ' 
h;li;., peal-ly teetll, and oliv~browt~ ski11 of t.he Hitidms 

and t-hc 1CIah~yc: ; auil t11ougl:ll of nci~rly tllc same stature 

a4 the ht-ter, tlwy g(:c:nt'dly pwms the stouter frames 

of the former. The Burmese arc a simple-minded, 

indolent people, frank ailcl courteoue, fond of amuse- 

men t aid gay-colourd :y)pare!, f!ria~dly anlollg tllcm- 

sclvcs and hmpit;~ble to strai~gc'n. Thcy ap~tredate 

a quiet life, smoking, and gossiping, ;lnrl slecping 



tl~-oughout t-l~e dily, and livtc~lil~g to wild rnwic and 

tiit~gi~g t111-011g11 1i;ilf of the rligl~l. ; 5tr.m ' ambition is 

:Iniotlg tllc~ii, i~ldcccl, a very rare tr:d of cl;~r;i.tt:r. 

Bul-ruesc 1lo~sc;s are hililt- of t ~ i k  W O O I ~ ,  pdnl lt~uf, 

h~rnboo, 1xth11, ;LIIII grass ; :111d ;I~'c gencnllly raised 

U I K ~  p i l~ s  four or Iivc fkt. fm11 1.11~ grtwtid, :is :I 111'~ 

scri7at.i~~ npi~is t  fcl-cl.~, I)PccI b~ tllc grc~t .  claiill>ti~xs of 

tlte cl iili:lt~,  lid to providt: iqai~lst tIlo inuntl:~l.ions of 

the m i ~ g  + c : ~ ~ w i ~  3aGve vill;~gtv often u)usi~t of but 

one long mtl I)r(md stl-t:ct, ruloling thrvuglk ~mfcct 

j u~lglcs of rl;~ t.e, I~ailanii-, 1ullrli, or otlwr tropical t.rccs ; 

and lrrcneatll ailrl allioug tl~csc, ila~rly co~~ccnlcd fwln 

view, :IW tlic: 1itt.l~ barnboo huts, artful11 c:irvccl 

~norlastcrics, a~irl t;lpcring p1goc1;1s. 

Thc casf-umc of  t l lct  13unnme i s  rc-n~:u.k;~I)lg siinple. 

130th srasL% \i-r.:11. :I slloi-t ~\-l~itr: jacket, r.:lllctl :in elayie ; 

arid the 111:ile n p c t . ~ o  (;I piecr! of silk or cotton cloth, 

I I S I I : ~ ~ ~ ~  t l i ~  SOVI  ti^^)^ i~tld (,I' VOIOLI~ ( ~ ( 1  j:ell~\~), 

:~lwut :i y:lr(l it! \\=i(ltli. 31111 fwr  or iivc ill It!ilgtli, 

~vhich is ~ ~ o r t l  rourlcl tl ie I l i p  ; . wlliIc the wt )inen w-mr 

:I t e ~ ) ~ i ) w ,  wllic11 i s  a nc:trlp srluarr: pitx:c of cloth, or 

silk, suihcicrltl_v 1;u.ge to wrap arciunci the bwly, but 
fistelir:tl 111crrIy 1 1 ~ 7  tucking tllc outcr crlrl within the 

other, :ill(! ( - ~ I I w ( I I ~ c ~ I ~ ~ ~  it. gapes ryen at cverg. step 

t&cn by the xs-i-c:trcr, ntld rlisc.loscs nc!;irlp tlie wllolc of 



one 1q ; but this exhibition, bcing ' the ca~tom,' i~ not 

rlcem~i irnmorlc~t. Thc men wcxr gay-colottr~l ?ilk 
h n t l a n n n ~ o ~ ~ n I ~ o ~ ~ ? z ~ ~ - i n  acI,ju? ting which thep same- 

times c n t ~ v i ~ t .  R tl~irk lock of I in i r ;  the worncn wear no 

heat1 cowring. Dot11 men and womcn Tare their hair 

lonr; . 2 the former pither it. in a hzinch on the top of 

their henil, and thc l n t t~ r  comb i t  s tmi~ht  Imck from 

the forchcnrl ant1 tic it in a knot on thc fiwk of the 
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hcarl. The men seltlom or riever wear any hair upon 

their facts, unlc's4 it might be a very feeble moustache. 

The sexes geuekally walk barefooted, though the 

~~orneu sometimes wear a sort of leal-her sudal, mxle 

af3er t.he e&ml Bornan rndcl. 

The Burmese males are all tattoocd from above the 

hip to tl~c knees with a blackish-blue pipent, ;md 

some besicks haw puncturul spots upon thc upper 

part of the h l y  shined a vermilion coTonr. This tat- 

tooing of the t.highs is a l>ainft~l operation ; it. is done 

urhcn they are very young, a li tdc at a time, and opium 

is often a~l~ninistcre(l on such ocxmions, and deatla 

from an overclmc of this drng, or from i ~ f f  a-mmation, 

arc not infrcqnen t. &garding this c-ulious custom of 

tattooing t.he body of the males, and of the iinmotlesk 

drm of the females, an old travcucr in Burma states 

thnt, ' t.he men of this nation have a singular custom of 

tat-tooiug thcir thighs, which i done by wounding the 

skin and then filling the wound with the juim of 

certain plants, which has the property of producing n 

bLack stain. %me, besida both their t.liiglls, will also 

stain their l ep  of the same ccrlom, and others paint 

tlwm a11 ovcr with representations of tigers, caLq, and 

ntlicr a1rinl:lls. The origin of this cltstorn, M x~~ell as of 

the irnmodttst rlrcw of t-he woulec, is said to have k e u  



tlic ~)oIicy of a c~rt;~in quccn, who, obscrvi~~g that tllc 

mm wel-c de.cl.t i I I ~  11 lcir w-ivcs :mil g i ~ i l ~ g  11 1 ~ ~ 1 8 ~ 1  i-cs 

U ~ I  10 nbolni~laLIc victs, pt:rsrl;ld~l Jlcr IluuI)n~~cl tr )  

tsld)lish thrase c-ustwns 1 ) ~  a r(1yn1 or;Icr, f.l~at th~is 1 ) ~  

disGg11ring the Inen, ant1 sctli~g OK tlie beauty of the 

R-omen, tlic Iatter ~nig l~ t  r-t+31in t . 1 ~  ;~ffcetions of' their 

l l ~ l ~ l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ . ~  

Tile fi)o;l of  tllc 13nrmcsc is I ~ l t h  silnplc ail(i ~vIi111c- 

~ctlno. Tl~r: geile~-iil fooil of t.he i ~ t  it)ns r)T so~~tlicril 

:111(1 e~*te111 Asi:~ is ricac. Of the 1311r111(w \I--(. 111;1y 

sij: 111:1t d t .  fis11, rim a11(1 ~tyul>t:e, m1(1 fn~its co115t i t.1~1~ 

JIG solid aud suI)st;i~lti:~l I)~I-t of their hi11 of ELIT, ~idlile 

bctcl-nut and t l ~  t: cli~ci~)ot makc q~i i  te ail ciji)yibl,le 

dew:rt. Tlw COII di~neiit ~zyrptv, for ~ 1 1  i d 1  tllere is 3 

vt!l-y great ~ICIII:III(~, is m:ule of prcucr\=eti lisli, lish 

ni-hich ltns arrivcul i ~ t  tliat. epicul-e;~~~ stryc tcl-~~lrtl 

' Iligl~ : ' it is ;I wr-1. of p;lstc ~vl~icll mixes \{-it11 riec like 

the 1ndi:ln san~::, ~ I ~ P ~ ~ ? Z I ! L ' .  The betel-llut is c ~ ~ s i ~ c l y  

uml ,  :u1d ~ncat Ilo~~ses havc :lbout or near tllen 

t rulliseu of tllc piper-l)ctcI p1,lnnt-: w1lic.h k cllc~vcJ wi tll 

the nut. S~noki ng js rlriivcfial :111(1 coat-inl~nl :unlong 

both sexes :mcl all ng,.c;s ; cl~eroots uf soli~l tol)acco, bllt 

more often a p~.epnnttion co\-ered with :i- h ~ c c n - I ! ~ f  

\i--ral)pcr, : I I ~  some (if thcm of cnorinr>us size, arc. uscd. 

I3u1mcsc boj-s tO S I I I O ~ ~ I ~ ~  even enrlicr thin do 
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the yotlt-hs of &is country. I have frequently sccn 

babe- at their mothers' brcmt alternating the nourislsll- 

mcnt of ' 'h'Tture's Bile ' with pulls n ~ i l  puffs at their 

chcrcmts. 

The natives of Burma do not npp(:ar h) w a r  XI 

mudl jcwcllery as the IIin;Loos, but they ilcligl~t ape- 

cially in carornairlcntx. Thelobcof the car is bored to 

R hole of astollishing size--often an inch ill diamctcr- 

and in it various articles are wort1 : pietrs of wood, 

jcn-t:ls, or rolls of solid gold or silver. When no 

ornaments are in tllc ears, the men oftcn put tllcir 

cheroots, or any ernall article in frequctlt uw, throligl~ 

them, and t . 1 ~  women usc t.hem as bouquct- Ilolclers 

or flower-shnrls, thus presenting a very comical appear- 

:tncc. 

. Hurmese laws on the whole swm w-isc, :~rtd e'c'cidcntly 

:we calculatal to advance the intcrcsts of jlietice and 

morality ; but they rcry often prove futile, oning to 

the tyranny and rapacity of the king and the venality 

of many of his officers. Palse s~rezrring is putic~larly 

obnoxious to the Bumme citizen. A witness in court 

taka  a fearful oath, which is so singular that I give it 

rjntirc, through a translat.ion : ' I will spallr the truth. 

If I spyk  not tllc truth, may it be through the in- 

fh~ence of the laws of ~Iernerit-vi~. passion, anger, fidly, 



BURMESF: htQNN?3RS AND CUSTOm 17 

pride, false opinion, immodesty, hard-hearteilnm, and 
scepticism--so that when I and my relations are on 

land, knd animals--aa tigers, elephants, buffdw, 

pisonous serpents, mrpions, &.--shall seize, crush, 

and bite us, so that we shall certainly die. Let the 

calamities ocmssioned by fire, water, nilem, thieves, 

and enemies opprm and destroy us, till we perish and 

come to utter dstmction. Let us be eubject to all thc 
calsmitim !hat nre within the body, and all that are 

without t t~c  tlody. Mky we be seized with mabe=,  

durn brim, blinrlnes, deafness, leprov, and h ydrophobix. 
I f f i ' ~  we I, .:  stnlck with thunderbdts and lightning, and 

c'. 
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comc to sudden death. h the midst of not spaking 

truth may I be taken with vomiting clottctl black 

bltmd, and suddenly die bcforc the assembled people. 

When I am going by water m.ay the wxter nats as- 

sault me, thc boat be upset, and the property lost ; and 

may alligatow, porpoises, sharks, and oher seia momtera 

seize and cmsh mc to death ; md when I change 

~vorlrls may I nut arrive arnoilg men or nats, but 
suffcr unmixed punisllment and re,@., in the utmost 

rvrctchdleq, among the four states of punishmc~~t, 

Hel, 13rota, Dcnsts, ml Athurakai.' 

'If I speak the truth, may 1 and lily relations, 

through the inilualce of the ten lalvs of merit, and on 

aecouilt of the ellic;lcj- of truth, bc freed from all 

 l la mi tics within and without the body, and map evils 

which have not yet comc be ~ v a d c d  6tr :cway- biay 

the thunderbolts and lightnirlg, the nat of the waters, 

and all sea animals love me, that I may be safe from 

tlicm. May m y  prosperity increase like the rising SUII 

and the waxing moon ; and may the scven po~sessions, 

the seven laws, and the seven merits of t l~c virt-uous he 

permanent in my person ; and when 1 change u-orliis: 

may I not go to the four states of ~b~iniul~incnt, but attain 

the happin- of men and nats, and rcalise merit, 

rewad, and pexfm-t calm.' 



Tbc rernacuIar toncue of tllc Busmcsc hnq neither 

dcclen~ion nor conjl~ptltion, and i~ very rlillcult for 
Enropems to lenrn. It is written from Tcft to right, 

with no clivisinn hct~vecn the worrl~, mlrl wit11 1ettcrs 

m o ~ t  of tvllicll arc circlcs or pxts of circles. Tlle 

alphabet con tnins f oq - fou r  Icttcn. Printing is 1111- 

known. The Rurmecc write gcnernlly upon long piecm 

of black prcpnred pnper, and with thick soaptone 

pencil-. KnotvFc~lce .- is ~o mirIcIy cliffilsmi thnt there 

are f ~ w  of the common people even who cmnot read 

and write Burmese litcmture consists for the m o d  

part of treatises upon theologiml and leg~l themes in 

c 2 
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t . 1 ~  I'ali ilialec-t, and legends of the cliffcrcnt. 13urlhas, 

si~uple h Jl:~(ls, arld books of astrology, cosmography, 
:uld astroilomy in Lot11 the P:ili am1 Buruim languages. 

T11e religio~l of t-his 11:rLion is Uudhism ; md a11 t.lie 

~)LTI~ICS of farther Iuclia pmfcsv the s-mne fidtll. And 

UuJhis~n is, witllout clonl>t, the most estcnsively diffused 

~vligion of the world-its follort-crs ~lun~bel-ing 111orc 

than three Inmdrd nlillion~tllr>ugh it. ])as newr lxc11 

extended beyorld the limits of lisi:l a i d  its adj:mnt 

islaads. 'I'Ilc Bunncsc burn thcir &ail, as tlo the 
IIinrlur>s. 'Ille borlim of the priesb are first cinhIlnc(1, 

and t I ieri puhIi(:1_)~ I ) u I - I I ~ ~  with glrat rlen~ons t rat.ion. 

IIaving seen all of inlcrcst in Ea~lgoo~l, I rletermind 

to makc an c ~ a ~ ~ s i o n  np tile g l u t  Ir-l-:tivackly ri\-er, as 

fir as R-fi~rdillng, the capital of A.v:l., to p:~y tny ruspcxts 

to His Il.;ljesty t.11~ Kilig. OIIC of a largo ilvtilln of 

English steamers 1-11i1s 1llo11tl11y to  1k1111110, nearly a 

thous.ar1d milts fro111 Il:~apt~on, ;11trl tIlcl-c an! ~i:eel;ly 

i s  s f ir  1 : I I MJ* Xnglisl~ fricilcl yre- 

f c r r d  to remain in U:~ngovn u11tiI rnF retun1 I h t  

nothing coulcl c-llangc 111y plan, :111(l so, all prcpar r i  t' 10n 

k i n g  made, I embarked on the flat l'egu,' tower1 by 

the steamer ' Colonel I'l~uyrc,' on t11e 5th of April, for 

n Iong river \?oyagc through I3rit.ish Uurmn, :111d intu 

the very cent-re of the king(1om of dva. 



OWIKG t ~ ,  the shallow water we could not ascend the 

Rangoon river in order to enter t-he Irrawaddy, but 

were mmpelld to go by the Bassdn Creek, and then 

through another c~&d the China Weer, a namw but 

deep stream, with low, jungle-dad banks. We had an 

excellent breeze during the day and through part of 

the night, until early morning, when so den% a fog 

endoped us that thc captain dropped anchor 3rd 

awaited daylight, before dmting which, however, the 

vessels grounded near the bank, but managed after a 

whiie to work off the m d y  bottom. At the breakfast 
tablc I noticed that tbe European passengem were 

~ ight  in number, viz. three young ladies who were 

going to Thayet-myo, to aee aome datives in thc can- 

tonmenta; a young married couple just out ho~n 

Eghnd,  who had taken pasage to ManMay-the 

gentleman was a mining engbcer and under engage- 

ment with the King to prospect and bore for cod in 



A\-a-an assistant who accornpi~liyl him to t . 1 ~  ca-pita1 ; 

and two Eoglish officcm who mere ping to c;~uton- 

ments at Tl1aj~ct-nlj~o. Then, m ' upper deck ' pawn- 

gel-, t-here was a c o i ~ l p ~ ~ y  of E11gbs11 troops, a11<1, as 

' lower deck,' frilly fifiy Hurme~e, Chincsc, Hindws, and 

Musulmans, xho were booked' for various towns dong 

the river. Tl~e natiws pay I&. 15 (a rupce is about 

50 cts.) for p3s~ge  to Xhnrl day, ard pmvitie their own 

hod ; the cabin plrssengers (Europcnn) pay Es. 100, 

arid Ib. 4 per diem additional for the table. 
moon we At noon on the second d:y frorn 1% 

wheeled iato the peat Irrtr~vaddy- -ihe fourth river 

of the 1%-orld in point of size, a~ld the great highway 

into the dominions of his ' golrlcn-footed ' Majesty of 

Ava. The head of tlik ~xlcbmtcd river -styltd 

' IrrawaddF,' from the elephant of 1ndr;Aau not ~ c t  

k e n  act-ually d h v c r e d .  It is pmhably, horn-cvcr, in 

the Himalaya rnounkii~, east of Tibet, and near the 

Brahmapoot.ra. This mould makc t . 1 ~  entire river- 

which flows southerly a-nd debouches into the Gulf of 

Martaban, or Bay of Bengd, through nine Iat-ge moutl~s 

and a perk* labyrinth of em;ill ones-about 1,400 

miles in length. Its width vnrics from three to five 

miles when flowing t.hrough British Burma, and may, 

perhaps, average a mile or less from h d a l a y  to 
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Rhmlo, a tliomanrl ir~ilcs from tlic se*. During a 

great part of the pear the channel is very intricate and 

the current swift, but in May rravigation is compn- 

ratively wy, for in ihat month the river begins ta 

rise, ,and so (:ontinurn until, during July, its height 

n b v e  the lowat l~vclw-ill often be a~ much as forty 
feet. 

The scenery of the river bccame more interesting tw 

we p r o d e d .  h m e t i ~ ~ e s  for milus and miles we hat1 

in sight nothing but- the gigantic elephant ' grass (so 

c;illcd from its being, when in flourishing condition, 

tall enough to conceal an elephant); then we would 

haw stragling villi~ges-the huts made of bamboo 

framework and palm mats, and covcrd with g m  

r ~ ) f ~ n r l  t.he people in gay-coloured garments would 

ilock to the river's bank, and squatting doxvr~ upon 

their hauncheq gaze curiously at the woudcrful fire- 

boat and its barbarian ' passengers ; thcll followeci a 

long reach of mldy or muddy bcach; then we wodd 

pass miles of bananas, growing so rankly m to r e  

scmble the common jungle; and next a beautiful 

fringe of the richest green foliage skirt.ing the water's 

cdge. The fiwt large village at which wc stopped was 

llyanoung. Soine of us went on shorc ta see ' the 

sights,' which consisted of llalr n dozen pigodas and 



image-houses. I endeavoured to purchase a couple of 

small gilt images of Gallclanla from a poragyee (priest), 

and offered a rupee in papent ,  but- he either did not 

understancl, or the offer was inw fEcient, or his rcligiouu 

scrupZcs prevented the sale. The English authoriticv 

h a ~ e  Built a brick market-house with an iron roof 

here for the accommodation and use of the native. 

In it we saw an cxccllent variety of r-egetables, fn&, 

and grainu, also some few stalls containing dry goorls. 

Wc had anc-horcd near the bank, arid, durirlg tlm 

night, female coolies waked up md down the steep 

MuE, some fifty fect in height, carrying upon their 

heads large flat basketu of paddy (rice in the husk) 011 

board the fiat '-3,000 hiskcts of the ,pin being our 

cargo from tha-t place. 

h n n g  Nyanoung, we found the scenery improve 
d I 1  more. The high sand and mud h~nku which 

before had obstructed our view of tllc counhy inland 
now had rlisppewed, and we saw upon our left a low 

mngc of hills cjllcd the ' Ardan,' and upon our right 

plains cowred with the densest of luxurious vegetation. 

The current became stronger, and the s t m m  more 

tortuous, averaging in breadth less than a quartcr of a 

mile. Near where a spur of the ' Arakan Hills ' corn= 

to an abrupt tcrmiilatio~i at the water's edge me ob 





sened t-t number of small ~ ~ i c l ~ e s  cut in the face of the 

rock ; there were forty in one row. Thcse containecl 

brick, and pladet, nnd mnrl~le (white marble of v e y  

good q u d ' l i ~  is quarried ~omc fort? or fif'ty ntiles 

from  AT^) ilmges of Gnudams, placer1 in various 

positiaus. Pne r c ~  lnrce =. ' reclining ' Craudn~nfl e = e -  

cinlly claimtrl our attention. It must Itm-e bccn ns 

much as thirty fwt in length, and hnri been rccently 

pildcrl and paintml. 

The curicius river craft of ~wious forms 2nd gize 

affonlecl us much fimusement. Tcnk timber seemed tn 

be the material most genernF1y emplflyed in their con- 



struction. They are of all len@s and width$ and 

t.hc u~nal style i s  that modelled somewhat. after the 

ancient Pllc~nician bt;tIIep. They have one lofty mast, 

and R long yrwd which supports an immense ' spread ' 

of cmvrls ; tlwn thcrc arc usually t-wo sturlding-rails 

ant1 two upper sdilu ; lwsirlcs thest: are o m  for eight, 

ten, or twelve rowm, whcn tllcre is no wind ; most of 
t-hem haw high and be:~utifillly cirved stcrus, sitti!~g 

on which the stcemman directs tlie c o r n  of tllc xcwl 

at will. Thc caphiin told mc he had seen mt.i%-e b a t s  

whose y d s  were 110 feet in lci1gt.11, :md lv11ose ropcs 

required 1 22 ' blocks ' (pulIcys) to a&st in the proper 

mrnaetu~~eri~~g of tlie mils. Apirist- a st.rroug current 

t.hhese boa& sail but poorly ; three or even four months 

fro111 Rangoon to Manthla~, a aiistiince of seven hun- 

dl-crl miles, is t-he awrnge time employed. The 

Uuu-mcsc have &o lorig rlarrow canoes, mailc from 

t.lle single trunk of a tree, which they paddle very dex- 

trously and swiftlg. An up&, n-hic-h, by the way, docs 

not oftcu happen, seems to occasion them no jncnn- 

vcnience ; for shoulcl such an acc-ident occur, thcy at 

oncc right their canoes, and swim round until they 
are partly balml, when they re-enter, and shaking 

themselves with a gin, paclclle on m if nothing wet 

and un~onl fo~~b le  1 1 ~ 1  lmppenc-t 1. The Trrawddy 



boats and rafts are often homes of largc fi~rnilies. 

Their ~ Q C S  are usually =lit fish, e~rtll-oil (petroleum), 

paddy, mil the condiment ~qupee. 

The Burmese men are rcmmkably indolent ; thc 

women, however, arc indust.rious, but it- is Lccausc the 

men compel them to do dl the household work, at 

least thc heavicst and most irksonlc p r t  of it, and 

thcy wiU el-en sit about a place lVJlere t-heir +rrivm :we 

at work, chatting :ln(l smokir~g, or t!Isc stretched up11 

the ground :it full Icr~gtli aslccl~. If you give the 

native suficicnt- rice mtl ylrpee to keep him just n b v c  

the starving point, he will not work for 11s. 2 pcr dicm ; 

but hkc thcsc articles of diet a~-BY, and he will dlecr- 

fully work for eight- annm (25 cts.) How-ever, likc 
their neighhours the Chinese, they make excellent 

q n t c r s  and blacksmit-l~s. Marriage among the 

Burmese is a most pculisr institution, 3 r d  the ' mnr- 

riage knot' is veq  &Iy undone. If two persons arc 

ti& of each othcr's society, they di~wlvc partnership 

in the following simple and touching hut conclusit-e 

manner : !bey rmpectively light two cancilcs, and ehut- 

ting up their hut, sit down and wait quietly until they are 

burned up. The OIIC whose candle buns out first, gets 

up at once and leaves the house (and for ever), taking 

not-hing but t.he clothes he or she may have on at the 
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time ; all else then hcomes the property of the other 

pa*- 
On the 12t.h we reached the large town of I'romc. 

It lies upon R level plain, which juk out into the river 

a cunsidcrable distance. The htlb round about were 

cwvered with cust~~rd apples, bananas, and many 

unknown plants. The fourth largest pagoda of Burma 

is situated in l'rome ; a party from thc stcamer, in- 

cluding myself, ~isitcd it. In general arrangcmcnts 

and character it resembles the Goldcn Pagoda at lhn- 

goon ; some of t.he images of Gaudam and m c  -.f 
the bells (cast from a mixed sort of metal resembling 
bronze] were of fair model and most extraordinary 

workm-hip. The people evidently possess no small 

talent and ability for &sterns, but arc too indolent to 

employ thcir facuIt-ics of mind or body in severer labour 

than eating, sleeping, chatting, and smoking. After 

our walk to the pagoda, which, situated upon a hill 

back of the town, is fully a hundred feet high, we 

visited several native huts, where the women were 

weaving, u p  primitive looms, silk ~10th of various 

gay patterns, stripes of alternate culours being the most 

cstecmed. Between Prome and Thayet-myo the 

scenery of the river is most divcrsificd ; highIands and 

lowlands, islands and sandbanks, villagw and bm@ 



pagodas a1n1 tc~~iples,  t.llick groves of ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 . 3  I I C : ~ ~  the 

h i k s  arid b:irr? 1:~11gcs of hills in t-he dist:ulce frlllow 

in q1u1:k sut..crcssit)ll ant1 cotn1)itie to m:tke a picturcque 

xeric, rvhich is cr~lculatcd long to rem:li~i g r ~ ~ t i  in tllc 

nlunlo1-y. 

A day or two artcr lt!:tvhg TThayct-mp) \vc p~sscd 

thc stea~rlcr ' Xtgporc ' on her dr)mnwar(l l~~s~:l$rc. 

Tllc c::t~k~iii of t-l~is W S S C ~  rep~i-twl ' :1I1 q ~ ~ i ~ t  at the 

a~~)ital , '  tllr)ugl~ rlist.url):u~c:es llati 1~:erl frarccl for m)me 

time i)~-cviously, arlrl fir the fi)lIo~vi~i;: n?:~sorr : Tt  

xwms tile Firig hat1 Inrilt u vcrrjr fin(! t c v ,  or gilt 

umbrella, as a gift for the grwt S/soay Uuyo~s Itagoda 

at liangcw11, arid wisl~ccl to ~cu i i  it cluw~l it1 L ~ ~ ~ ~ ( l  state 

with :111 e~rurt r)P 10,000 trcops. To this tllo 13ritisl1 

Curnr~~is~ior~cr ol,jct:.tedy reci~ic-ing the ~lumbcr of the 

escort to 300 ; but afterw;u-de po1itict:ll aud pntdential 

illotivus Ilad i11r111cetl l l i ~ l l  fa f~rhi(1 atly escort at d1 

to iIC~tUfllfh?llg ti10 tee. This dccisiu~l 1latu~IIy irri tatty1 

tlle King excctdingl_v, aid grace fc:~rs of rcbelliun or 

riot were cntertainerl by tlie Europcatl rcuidcnL9 at the 

capital. 
7'hc ~ 1 ~ 1 1 '  day wc palrscd t-he 'bonntjary pillars ' 

wllidl sep~rate t . 1 ~  British territory from that of thc 

K i ~ g  of Ax-a, and anchored at a sl~lnll vilIage called 

McngIa for the night. As soou as \we \$:ere made fast 
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a h u t  thirty coolics, tnen ~L~I<Z w-OLI~CII, began to bring 

fircworul on board I wrr.;ts much cjurpris~l at the 

i~nnlerlsc loads the woineri woulcl c:trry-six or eight 
sticks .of 1%-ood four feet long aid ne~rly as large as 

one's Icg-;~nd tlicsc they carried from the top of the 

steep Lauk clown to tlie stcai~~er's dcck, and threw into 

the holrl. 
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PAGUAN AND TME 0I;D CAPITALS 

'WHAT is gcncrally know-n by the term Burma com- 

prises two rlistinct regions : British or Lower Burma, 

which is under English rule, and Uppcr Burma, or 

more properly Ava, nuder the dominion of a native 

s~vereign. British Rurrna enlbrazev the thrcc divisions 

of h k a n ,  on the eastern shores of thc Bay of Bengal ; 

Pep,  bordering on the Gulf of Martaban, on the 

south ; and the lorig and narrow strip of country 

styled Tenasscrim, which extends to the Isthmus of 

ICraw on the Malay peni~lsula. These divisions of tllc 

country are some of the rt3sullts of two wars which the 

EqIisll Pmvcrnmcnt have wager1 with Burma. The 

first, in 1834, caused by some insults offered to the 

British flag by thc Viceroy of Bangoon, was settled 

two y m  later by ceding to thc crown of England 

the provinces of Arakml and Tenassrim; the other, 

mnclndcd in 1853, and brought about by ilative out- 

rages towards Europearl merchants and aggressions up611 

British territoy, resulted in the annex~tion of the ricll 



province of P e p  to the already enormously extended 

Anglo-Indian empire in the east. So that at the 

present day ZGng Mounglon has no sea-board : Ava is 

cntire1y inIand. The h w a d d y  river still remains as 

an outlet for the produce of the kingdom, though 

passing through foreign territory. 

Proceding up the river, we anchored on the 15th at 

the picturesque town of Yaynan-gymng, with its long 
line of high-stmed fishing boa& moored to t l ~ c  shore, 

and with scores of pagodas and tcmples crowning the 

neighbouring hill-tops for miles arollnd. This town is 

noted for its export of earth-oil, or pctrolcum, sa valu- 

able to t-he Go>-ernrncnt as a source of revcnue; the 

wells are situated about six mile8 distant from the 

river, and the oil is transported to this the nearest 

port in brge earthen jam carried ou carts drawn by 
bullah, and t.hcn shipped to Bangoon. We receik-cd 

on board 3,000 baskets of puddy for the King at 

Handday, and the night was nearly spent. before it was 

a s i p  The mnncr of lmdiug was peculiar. 

Five largc bats were mwed out from the shore in 

succession, and made fast alongside, coolies 

carried t-he rice, in  bskets holding sixty pounds each, 

upon their hcads, ailti depited it loose in the-hold of 

our ' flat-' 
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Thc mnery was fast becoming dull and monotonous. 

The banks were of sand, and inland low and barren 

hills alone wcrc to be seen. Pagodas and temples 

seernd b increase in n m h r ,  and many zyaS (frcc 

houses of rest for tnrellers) a150 appeared. The ruins 

of Pqhau-a city founded over a thousand years ago- 

were an intereut.ing st-udy. h'o other signs of its former 

splendour now remain, however, than some w& and 

tcmplcs, a portion of very massive brick wall, and part 

of an old gateway. T'he ruins cxteild for eight miIw 

along the bank of the river and two miles idand. The 
pagodas are of alI sizes, s h p ,  and alrnmt colo~rs, and 

there are said to be nearly a thousand of them still 
standing. They are very massively built, the founda- 

tions being of stone and the superstructure of brick md 

plaster. X a n ~  of theru are square s t r u c t ~  raised 

over vaults, where Budhiit priests dwell ; then come 

several terraces gradually decreasing in width, and a 

bell-shapd spire, or in some of thcm a slender dome, 

r i s e  above all. In the- temples are many images of 

Gaudama, wine of them of white alabaster and others 

of brick and plaster, pointed red, and twenty feet in 

height. 

The various forms and contents of the pagodas a d  

temples now remaining render it extremely doubtful 
I) 
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what people were formerly the buiMcm or p o s s ~ o m  

of this ancient city of Paghiin. Tl~us, besides the purely 

Bndhist.id monuments, tlierc are statnes bearing IV+ 

markable mcmblanr~s to those of the Fp-ptian -w Feti- 
chis~n ; ot.hers are of a Brahminical or Hinitoo cha- 

racter ; and somc even, mondcrful as it may seem, 

bespeak a CBristi:u~ o~igin,  pr r;lther posses elerncnts 

which have evidently been incoqmraterl with thc doc- 

trinr?s of Cl~ristimlity. In .support of this last statement 

I will quote thc ohservatiom of a w e n t  visitor at 

Paghan ; says the author, speaking of one of the ruintd 

buildings, ' On either side of thc entrance to this 

pagoda, at the summit. of the steps above the dmgons, 

were two small figure of priests standing in long 

gowns, wit11 umbrellas over their heah. One of these 

figures was the very countcrpnrt of the stat-ue of an 

English archbishop of thc Middle Ages ; and I mas onrx 

before startled with a similar resemblance in a life- 

sized image of the same character, r o v e d  with gold 
mixed with black, near bhe foot of the staircase in 

the moms of the Asiatic kitty a t  Calcutta. More- 

over, the umbrella over the little archbishop bore a 

remarkable similarity to the small circular roof over the 
pulpit of an English cathedral, which is popularly sup- 

posed to serve aa a sounding bad. Other resem- 



bIanecs, including the ground plan of most of the 

templeq which is shaped 1ike.a cross after the manner 

of European cathdrals, have irrduccd some rnissionarim 

to presume that these buildings have a Christian origiu. 

Thii idea seems somewhat prepoatemus. It is far more 

likcly that then: is a Budl~ist elc~nent in thc Christ- 

ianity of the dark ,ages, of mhic-h monaslicis~n evidently 

foms a part, just in the same way t.hat there is a p % t  

deal of Platonism in the early Fathcr~' 

Just after leaving Paghan the h-nk rises in a high 

mndsbne blllff, and cut in the almost inactwit)le fiw 

of this were many small openinp ~vkic-h 1cd to equally 
small chambcm wit-hin, whcrc some ascetic priests had 

taken 11p their abdc. The next town urc rached 

w w  called 'Isagaing. It lies at thc foot of some 

beautiful hi1 h which are almost covered with pagoil.~, 

temples, griffins, and long, winding s ta imes .  Somc 

of the stone staircases, leaclirlg from the little town to 

iJ~e pagalas on the topx of the hills, were as much as 

half a niile in length. Refurn reaching Ava we no- 

t-iced on the left bank of tile river a11 immense hcll- 
shaped pagoda. It mas built after thc Musul~Iman 

morlel found in India., and remindcc'i me st.rol~gty of 

somc of the tombs which are t.o be seen in the ohl citie~ 

near Delhi. This pagda is esteem4 very holy, md 

D 2 



oncc a year a great ma& or religious fcstival of &f- 

ferent nations, is held in its honour. Ava, fornlerly the 

capital, and btdlt on an island, is now only a miserable 

Fillage, though the massive ruins still standing at-test 

its former spTcndour. The ancient cit-y wall, shtsen 

feet high and ten feet thick, fonucrly enclosed six or 

sevcn miles of buildings. rlva WEIS very famous for its 

silk manufacture in olden times. dmarapoum, wllich 

was also at one time the rnctroplis of Burma, a id  

contained 175,000 inhabitants, rvas but di~nly seen 

on the left bank of the river, six miles e s t  of h a .  

The Bumw h a ~ e  been accustomml to change their 

capital rather frequently for md-nr years back ; this \+-as 

owing, somet.inles, to revolution ; again to royal capricc, 

or superstition, or else change of d-y. Thus A\-a 

was &st made capital A.D. 1364 ; next 3iondobo (about 

1740) was uxil as the scat of go\-mment by King 

Alornpra ( s u r m m ~ ~  ' the Great,' though a ma-n of low 

birth, who having h s t  driven the Talains out of Pcgu, 

ca-~~ed  himself to bc proclaimed king, tllcn built a 

palace at Dagong, changing its name to Rangoon, madc 

a treaty with the Eqhl; ,  and cstablishd a new dynasty 

-that at present on the throne), it bciug his native 

town ; then, in 1782, the court was removed b B m a -  

poora ; in 1819 the govenrnerlt w;.ars changed back to 
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Ava, the reigning king being thus advised by the court 

astrologers. In 1839 Am was iicstroyed by an earth- 

quake, and then a g g  Monchobo became the capid ; 

not long a f i e m ~ l s  dmarapoora was a second time 

chosen as the residence of the fickle court ; next again, 
for the third time,  AT^, and now, since 1857, Maadday 

has been the abode of royalty and power. 

Mandalay is but a few miIes above Arnarapoora, on 

the same bank of the river. On the 18th we anchored 

at the port or la-niiing of d c  ' golden city ,' and so s~fcIy 

reached the proped  limit of my excursion north from 

Rangoon. 



ALL that Carl be stwn of t-llc city of ;\-I:~n&Iay from 

tllc ri\-cr is a c.onfu~;ccl 1nixt.tu.e of spires, and tower&, 

and te~~lpl~*t.ops appc:iririg :~bove the rir:l~ Inases of 

fdifigc with wllicll it is tl lickIy s~urroundt~l. We 
a~rcllu~eil tit tn-elvc o'clock by tllc side of a drewJ: 

sanrl1~311k, wit.11 sonle fillc I:~igc trvcs a liltlc clistallce 

inland, n few b:~mbuo huh ill sigllt, iind tllo ui;u:~I 

coi~~pIel~ic!nt of dirty and curious 11atib-cs scpat.t.ing a1ou.g 

the h~nk--t.hc landifig buir~g tbrcu miles (listant from 

tlio city. Just tc.llilld us in t l~c rirer lay a hrgc 

stfilillcl- Lclonging to the IiingY but wllich was uot 

t h c ~  iu use. His Eihjcsty owns sevcm1 ot.hers mhic-h 

arc i ~ r  the same prcciica~t~e~~t ; ollil, bwidcs, he is build- 
ir~g ter~ eturuwrs of n ln~ger size and better constrnctd- 

forwbat.puq)osel (lid llotlux-n. Tllme st.~mcls lie 

up011 the stocks rows, aud :ire c:ovcrcvl wit11 llugc 

she&; they are hing built of solid teak tirnbcr, and 

the work is done by tllc nlltiws undcr t-he direction of 





a Europcau, who bears the proud title of Shipwright 

to H.M- the King of Ava. 

On the opposite side of the river, and four or five 

milcs from Mandalaj:, there is a vcry large bell, the 

Iargcst in the world wit11 the exception of that at 

Moscow. It is said to bc twel\,c ffct high, and more 

than sktccn fcct in diarncter at the lip, and could easily 

contain twenty people. Therc is no clapper, as in 

former times it was beaten from without. It emits no 

sound now. It is still sItzng from R great atam 11y a 

huge wppcr hook or sling ; but tbc hook lm gik-c-en 

way, and t1:e hcll 1101s. rcsts upon sorue bluclis of w d  

carved i a  stra~lge, b~oksque figures. Tha thickness of 

die metal of the L 1:U ~-Rlries from six inches to twelve, and 

its actual weight is about rain* tom. The cxkr' I O ~  mea- 

a;remct~ts of this bell d~ not much exceed those of ' tlic 

great bell of Pekin,' tlmt being t'hirtmrl fmt in hmctcr  

and foul-teen fcct iu height, but weighing ouly fifty- 
three and one-ha-lf tons, hing much tbiiiner than the 

Uunnm bell. Early on tllc morning f~llowing our 

al-rivfil Mr. Seng-Kv, a Cbirlese gentletllan to \.hum I 

had brougl~t a letter of introduction, d c i i  or1 board. 

I was mudl surprised at t.hu abilities of this gcntIcman. 

He is one of thc richest Inen at Nmhlay, spaks 

flueuuy, and enjoys thc espwia. I coniiiialce and 



friendship of the King, having a private mtrie to ' the 

Prcsencc ' by day or night. He remained to breakfast, 

and before leaving promised 'to do his best ' to obtain 

me an audience wit-h Eis JNajesty. 

At six o'clwk the next morning Mr. Seng-KO's 

servant arrival with a p n y  ; he also brought a note 

from l-h master, which read : ' I have seen His Majesty 

personally, and spoken to him about your desire to see 

him H.X. is happy, and has h i r e d  me to bring 

you up to-day (Thursday). 1 send you the pony; 

thc boy will be your guide to-Tourn faithfully,' &c. 

I did not delay for my breakfast, but mounting t.he 

beautiful lit* Pegu pony, s%artcil at once for thc city. 
Riding up the sandbank, which is cove& by the river 

in the wet sawon, a little inland wc passed, first, a 

large new palace, which thc King has juet built as a 

residence during the warmest months of t.he year. It 
consish of an immense square of fantastic-shaped 

builrlings, with prctty lit-t.1~ carved and peaked roofs, 

the whole lavishly ornamented with fancy wood carv- 

ings A bmboo fence, twenty feet high, and fully a 
quarter of a mile square, surrounds the royal mansion. 

Then we crossed an immensc plain and saw before us 

the numerous pagoda and temple spirw of the golden 

city,' and beyond a small eminence called 'MandaIay 





Hill,' covered wid1 monasteries ancl bell towers. During 

a. great part of the year this plain is inundated with 

water, and then for locomotion thc natil-cs arc corn- 

pell~d to betake thernsclves to w o e s  and rafts in 

lieu of ponies and bullock-carts. lknclnby is a 

9zem city ; as rcccntly as 1855 the are& now thickly 

pcoplcd was merely farm land ; Building bcgao the 

following vcar, and the Court have resided thcrc since 

1857. The houses in the suburbs of ManrlaIay do not 

nt all difir from those in any of the villagm Zen 

nlong the ricer ; they arc simple, frail structures of 

bamboo framework and mat coverirg, with grass or 

palm-leaf thatched rook, and are raised mme four or 

fix-e feet fmrn the ground upon m-cwle~l piles, as a 

precaution against  inundation^, dampnew, fevers, and 

dj3cntcl~.  This lower s t o r y  is mmetimw used EN a 

stable for thc domestic animals. 

In the prinripal streets of the suburbs the majority of 

the houses are either buiIt of brick or large bricks arc 

nailed to h c  timbers and sidings, and then the ~ l io le  

mterior is thickly plastered with lime or mud. Somc 

of the Chinese shops are two stories in height; these 

present a very neat and t.idy appearaxe. Numbers of 

pagodas and temples and kyoum~s (schools or monas- 

teries) were seen in all directions. As many of the 



bouvcs a m  built of t-erp inflammable matcrid, and are 

crowded so closely together, and as the nativa are so 

apathetic and phlegnmatic, a fire becomm a terrible 

scourge. One occurred several weeks before my visit, 

and dmt-royed about five thousand houses; our road 

Id through the burned district, and the desolate 

picture there praented m-as f e d  to behoId. The 
grountl was covered with the charred and M d e n d  

remn.wts of huts and household gods, the d c d  trccs 

were heaped about and still smoking, and, as if to 

heightcn the mournful speetaclc, hcre and there, at 

considerable intervals, might be seen little mat hovek 

which had just been erected by some of the sderers, 

who had saved only enough to shelter t l~cmdves from 

the scorching mid-day sun. 

At- last wc halted before a plain brick house built 

much in the European style ; and, dismounting, I 1%-aa 

mrilially welcomed by the Chinamam, who, after he 

had examined my prevent for the K i n g 4  large mPi- 

fying glass, with a bright gilt rim and an ivory handle-. 

and pronourlced it bt lr  noveI and appropriate, ordcred 

his own pony to be brought, and then we d e  at once 

to tlle palace-distant abut  a mile a d  a half from his 

residence. By t.he wayside I n o t i d  a large image of 

Gacdama (the last Budha), which had its head protected 



from the sun by a bmd-brimmed and peaked-crowned 

Chinese hat ; the picture procluced by the smiling, gilt- 

f m d  god shaded by such a curious headgear ww 

most ludicrons. 

There arc several Asiatic nations repreuentd in 

Mandahy, the populatior~ of which is about a huridred 

thousand, but the Chinese, dwelling mostly in thc 

suburbs and mutl~ern parts of the city, bave the greater 

part of the trade in their hands ; the Eu~peans, living 

in the western quarter, a11 told, number but fourteen, 

mrne of them being officials of the English Govwn- 

ment and a few being enbpged in trade. 

The c-ity proper is a s q u a r e 4  mile on d l  side- 

and is surrounded by a lofty and very thick wall of 

Imse brick (unplastered) with a notchd parapt, and 

having a broad and deep moat filled with clear watcr. 

There are three gates on each side, and m a ~ i i a m i s d  

streeta about n hundred feet in width, leading fmm 

them, intersect the city at right angles; then between 

t h e  there are s d  and irregular streets and by-path. 

Along the sides of the larger avenues there run channels 

tbr carrying water (which is brought from the river in a 

mnd fiftecn miles long) throughout the city. Each 

gateway is surmounted by a lofty pyramidal-shapcd 

wooden tower with the customrv terraced mof, and 
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at irregular intervals there arc turrets raised a little 

higher t-ban the wall and surmounted by small wooden 

pavilions of the same model as those over the great 

gates. We crosscrl the moat- on a massive woodcn 

bridge, and pwed through one of the mestern pte- 

ways-thc only one through whic-h corpses are allowed 

to he taken from the Jty, as my guide ohsemd. The 
gaks are of enormous height and thicknew, and are 

built of tcak beams fastened together with huge iron 

bolts. A few half-naked sol&m, who wcre stationed 

as a pard just within the entrance, saluted us by 

squatting on the ground in true native fashion. On 

reaching the palace we left our ponies and proceeded 

on foot, entering through the south gate. 

The outer .palace walls are double, the one being 

thirty feet distant from the other ; both are built of 

brick, and enclw about sevenv-two acres of ground. 

The westem gate is strictly set apart for the use of the 

ladies of the Court ; near the one at which we entered 

were some barracks and a guard-house, before which 

latter, standing in a row, were five of the Eng's soldiers. 

They wore braas hats, shaped m e w h a t  like a broad- 
brimmed 'panat~a,~' w i d  @ns in front; Ped coats, 

with green facing (British army pattern) ; their Iega 

and feet were bare ; and their only weapon consisted of 





an immense dah, an i~lvtrumcnt shaped prcciseIy Iike 

our butchers' cleavers, and which they held over their 

shoulders in a most laughable scrio-comic manner. 

It is not always, indeed, that the Burmese wldiers adopt 

even so much uniform as this ; their profcsrsion can 

often only be known by a tattooed mark on the back of 

the neck. Walking into the square, which was filled 

-r+-ith natives of all ranks passiug iu el-ery direction, I 
saw upon thc right a small pagorh, fartllcr on s bell 

tower, and in the lefi-hal~l corner a rnngazinc ilud 

some buildinp filled with light orrinm~ce ; next came 

the ' nigh Court,' and then the ' Royal Mi~lt,' while 

towering high abwe a11 rose the gracefr~2 spire of the 

rn,%nificent ' Ha11 of Audience.' 

In a small building, or rather shed (for it was a w r y  

plain bamboo affair, and contained no furniture, carpch, 

or vcsscls of any kind), near the nigh Cuar~l~ouse, 

was the Pdhan  Nengye, or Foreign Xnister, and 

upon him 11-e made our first call. The shed wag 

entirely open on the front side, a d  there a low barnboo 

plaltorm wau p h c ~ l  ; a~trlcl upon this wc sat, and takiilg 

oK our shoes and leaving thcm undemmth (agmably 

to Burmese et-iquette) we walked in a rather hw1)lc 

manner into the dil>lowatic office and s%t, O r  more 

properly Iay, down upon tlie iloor on our hips, with the 



feet thrust far to the rear, for the soles of the feet must 

never lw shbwn when in the presence of a superior. 

The Pakhun Mengyee was taking his breaBf:nst, but he 

at once entcml into conversation --it11 my Chinese 

&ce~one concerning my natiomqli ty, age, busincw, 

travels, &c. This pnt.lcman, whose rank is on17 se- 

cond to members of the royal family, appeared to bc 

upwards of sixty  ears of age ; he had a rather sinister 

and crafty countenance aud R F e g  ~minpolls alltl con- 

ceited manner. l'he minister was plainl~ dressed, with 

his hair ' put up ' in a knot nrld n white handkerchief 

twidtd into a coil xnd Bounii once round his had, 
the t-wo ends lcft out and apparing just  abort the hair, 

li kc the war p u a m  of a North American India-n. I 
afterward3 noticed that a11 the Csovernment officials an2 

clerks wore this style of farban or hmd-dres, iuutcad 

of thc usually seert vari-colourcd bandanna. 

Leaving t.hc Foreign Office, we p e t l  mund t.hc 

H!ol-&w, or ' liigll Court '4 large but not i rnposing 

builtling, painted red, with gilt omameritd work ; and 

in whic-h thc four principal JFuo~~!jyees, or minist-crs of 

tile King, sit to adjndimte all appml cascs4ltnd mere 

about to cntttr, tllrougl~ a double line of walI~, the 

enclosure which contains the palace b[uldiags, when our 

at tention ITS attracted hy a r e g i l ~ e ~ r t  of mt-ive Rurmesc 



solriie; who had bcen out. a-t target pract.icc. Tllcy 

marclid by us in column, four ilcep, clothed in notl~iag 

but the do3 (waist clot-l~), and carrying hl~ge old- 

hhioncd muskets, doseIy rcseml~li~~g the historic 

blundcrbus of the sixteenth century. Judging from 

the appmrancc of thme troops I should say that a 

tlloro~igl~ly equipper1 European soldier would be a 

match fur at l a s t  ten of them, and y ~ t  it- has bcen 

said that the Burman .wldicr fights we11 tlndcr fiax:ouring 

circu~nstanccs. But the d~ic f  exc-dIenw of a I41lrr1lan 

army lies in t-he ahcnc-e of tlic a'tnpedirnmta; thc sol- 

dier carrics his bed (a mat- or Manket) at one cnti of 

his matdllock, a package of powder anrl a brass kettlc 

at the ot.her, a-nd his provisions (rim, mlt, and the 11nlf- 

putrid fish condiment cdlcd ~i/apc?r?) in a clotll about 

his waist. After a few words with the ' CqptBn of thc 

Guard,' who showal me some ' Schneidcr ' rifles reccntly 

importd, we cntercd the quare which cont.ains the 

tmporal abode of the ' Ilorc'l of Earth and Air.' n'errr 

the ccntre of this enclosure is the imposing Hnll of 

Auilicnce,' which is orlly lhed on great or solemn omc- 

sions, aa for the reception of foreign amhmdors  or 

the debration of royal f2te-Y. The building consists 

of a lofty tower, with terraces of little roofs rising one 

above the other, and crowned by the gold umbrella in 
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the centre, and two smaller ones on each wing, over a 

long central court or hall (both also in the many-mfed 

style of Burmese architecture), and the whole gaudiIy 

painted in red and- gold and covered with omate 

carvings and dmrations of br;lss, china, and glm. In 

h n t  of the grand stairme are two immense cannon, 

mounted on p*tive carr iap having solid w d e n  

' block ' whcels. On the rigbt hand were barracks, a 

&age foundry, and the royal gardens ; while on the 

Eft were ordnance stom, the abode of the 'white 

elephan6' a building filled with canoes, and some sheds 

containing war and work elephants - thew latter 

black. 
We then called at t.he officc of the Prime Minister, 

whom we found, with his mistant, discussing a whole- 
some breakfast. Thc food for cgch mas brought by 

servants in four or fik-e little bowls placed upon trays, 

and they ate with their hgem,  taking something from 

each bowl in turn. The meal embraced vqetables 

and fish, rice, ngapm, greens, and spice ; water only, 

from wooden cup, was drunk during the breakfast. 

My Chinese friend here learned that the King had just 

terminated his first audiencq' and so I would have to 

wait nearly two hours, and then attend the second 

During this time he introduced me to sonie other of 



the Government 06&dsy with all of whom he secmd 

to be on most excellent terms. The conversation with 

all of them was similar to that hell w i d  the Foreign 

Minister, except one w i d  the Yaw-Ahtween- Worn, or 

Ninister of the Interior, who was sinpIarly and not 

alt~~gether politely c~n-iouq -asking such embarrassing 

questions iw how much money I expended in travelling, 

what businws my father a d ,  what I was travelling for, 

and why I did not wttIe down somewhere. His Ex- 
cellenq imagind 1 must bc travelling for polit id 

purposes, and ooulrl not comprehetld any other motive 

for visiting foreign countries. He was a miiidle-aged 

man, a thorough politician of the unscrupulozts sort, 

and I doubt not escedingly clluning ; but yet iit 

appears he had quite recently been forbidden by the 

King to transact any further business- with Europeans, 

owing to some discrcpancieq in the &cia1 return, and 

his dut.ics and powers had been transferred for the 

time to one of the royal secretaries. Tear the oficc 

of the Minister of the Interior I saw a half-dozen men 

who were shackled with their hands hehinil them, and 

exposed, bare-headed, to the noon-day r a p  of the sun ; 

they wcrc prisoners for debt, 2nd would be held in 
'durance vile' until some friend advanced suficicnt 

funds to sitisfy t.he just claims of their crditom. 

E 



At the Ya-mrihtween-Wwnk office I met a very 

intelligent young Burman, who had studied in Paris, 

spoke French fluently and Engli& Lirly ; his Burmese 

title bking Payyet Iclun, or ' Governor of the Gh 

hIaHufi~ctories'+ rather irrelevant appellat-ion, for there 

are no sllcli rnartuftir,tories in AVR. I convel-sd with 

him nearly ail hour, and obtained much valuable infor- 

mation concerning his country a d  countryme11 and 

wortlen. In n small pamphlet publisher1 in Rangoon 

(Xovember 1870) I found the following account of 

this talented native gentleman, which presents a 

notable, though not unique, example of the capabiliticu 

and intelligence of the higher &mu of Burmese youth- 

the nobles : ' At eighteen years of age he was sent by 

the late C r o w  Prince to Calcutta, to be educated in 

English at Ihrebn College. After four years' mi- 
dcnw at Cdc-utta this young Burmese gentleman 

returned to hfantlalay, and during the voyage he made 

the acquaintance of Count de Lacy, who wm a I=- 

scnger on board the atmcr, and wuld speak English. 
Mtcr staying a few months at ManriaIay the King was 

i n d u d  by his French proclkities to aend the young 

R m a n  to Paris, in charge of the Count, to study 

French. After acquiring the language he studied 

sciences for iive years at the institut.ion known :iz the 



Pantheon, and here he took the degrees of b t h  

Bachdor snd Mister of Arb. Finally he studied 

for three yeam at the Central Imperimrl School of Arts 
and Manuhctm, d obtained a diploma. His 
career in Europe was brought to a dme by the re- 

bellion in 1866, in which the Crown Prince was slain, 

and early in 1867 he WM recalled to &&lay by the 
ECing.' In addition to Kis duties as one of the royal 
secretarieq he had been appointed to sit with the 
Political Agent (EngIkh) as judge of the mixed court 

at Mmdalay. Well, indeed, would it be for King 
hIoung10,n were there more such as he d the Cwrt of 

Ava ! 

In one of the officm, a minor court, there s m n d  to 

Ix a great d d  of bnsinesa transtad, for there were 

as many as thirty or forty people waiting all the 
time ; each seemed to speedily finish his errand, what- 

ever it might have been, but more corning in kept the 

room continually full. In asking favours of an official 
the natives prostrate themselves upon t.heir stomachs, 

clasp the bands as if in the act of worship, and scarcely 

dare to raise their eye3 from the flmr. The amern- 
ment clerks ' keep ' their accounts, as is usual through- 

out Burma, UPTI long ship- of a prepared black paper, 

which is very rough; it is written upon with slate 

s 2 



p d a  or sticks of h c h  chalk the. aize of one's 

fmger* After remaining in the Court-mom about 
twenty minutes an officer csme with a mewage that 

the Eng ma ready to give ' audiencq' and so, pre  

ceded by two of the grand ministers, w e  approached 

the maw-gaw-the Crgstal Palace--& through 

still another gate in a low brick wall. A huge 

elephant -looked &ly at us from a red abed near the 
d, but we did not atop ; and soon after, laving our 

shoes at the foot, mounted a long Qht of stone stairs 

and e n t d  another office, where our arrival was 

announced to His Majesty. While awaiting an answer 

I strolled into the 'Hirll of Audience ' to sce the 

throne. It is a flat, rrriseii &&, perhaps eight fcet 

aq~wre, richly gilded, and on either side are the whitc 

and gold silk umbrellas, symbob of royalty (it is said 

that umbdaa were a sign of rank in ancient Nineveh, 
and they are so esteemed by mmt Asiatic nations at 

the p m n t  day). Thc b d  is gaily painted, and the 
ceiling is supported by enormous round teak pillars. 

Banquets, at which the table service is of purc gold 

and silver, arc sometimes served here. In the rear of 
this building, and connected with it, are the minor 

audience cham- one or the othcr bcing used at thc 

humour of the King, and each h n g  named from their 



peculiar style of damtion ; thua there is the ' Golden 

Palace,' which is entirely covered with gold (?), and the 
Mhaw-gam, or ' Crystal Palace ' (already mentioned), 

and so called because it is adorned w i d  trimmings in 

iuingIaw, porcelain, and g W m a l I  mimm 



AI3IIEXCE WITH THE KIMt OF A'A 

AFTER waiting five or ten minutes we Rere summoned 

t,o a small pillarcd portico, open on two sides. At our 

backs then: was a golden door leading to another 

chamber, and before us was a Iarge green baize curtain, 

extending from the wiling to the floor of another morn 

which was some few feet above us. In the ccntre of 

this =reen was an opening about ten feet square; 

here a red vclvet cushion and a pair of silver-mounted 

bho&rs were laid upon the door, where there was 

an elegantly carpctcd staircase connecting the two 

chambers. The roof was supported by immense 

pillars, grouped around the bases of two of which were 

the royal umbrellas and other ilasa>nia. No one save 

the King is allowel to possess a whik umbrella, and 

prince3 of the blood a% allowed to have two umbrellas 

(giIt, with poles ten or iiftoen feet in length attached) 

carried above them by their servants when they walk 

or ride in public-ministers but om.. There were 
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about half a dozen princes in the ' Audience Chamber,' 

among them t-he heir-apparent, an intelligent as well 
as handsome young man, plainly dressed, excepting a 

pair of immense ~Iuster diamond ear-rings. Our party 

f o r  there were several othcm whom we found wait- 

ing-mas disposed in the following ordcr : The princes 

sat upon the right, then came the Yaw-Ahtween.-Worn, 

then another minister, then myself, next Nr. Seng-KO, 

tlcn two CX-lninist~m of the former King ; adjoining 

them were two Portugucsc Itoman Catllolic missionarie.5:, 

and then two commcrcial gentlemen upon the extreme 

left ; besides these, in the rear, were some dozen or 

more clerks, who were paying their respects to His 

MajesQ upon the receipt of new appointments, each 

offering a large basket of fruit in support of his loyal 

feelings. Our presents were dispIayd before us, placed 
on little wooden stands about a foot in height. 
The nativev were all prostrating themselves flat upon 

their stomachs, with their noses nearly touching the 

carpets and their eyes cast down in a most abject and 
servile maaner. 

In a few momen& we heard two or three muffled 

booms-taps on a large tom-tom pmbablymd the4 

all of us becoming at once silent, thc Kmg appeared, 

and quietly and slowly laid himself down, reclining 



i g a i i  the velvet cushion and only partially facing 

the audience. At the same time one of the queens 

erltcrcd and placed a @den spittoon, betel-box, c h a q  

(with water), and cup on the floor before him. Thc 

King is a short, stout, pleasant, though, like many of 

his ministers, an exceeding crafty-looking gentleman, 

fifty-four years of age. His hair was thin a-nd was 

tied in the usual Burmese knot ; the head was high at 

the crown, showing ' self-esteem,' large, and the q e s  

were closely set, indicat-ing cunning (if we are to believe 

phrenology and physiognomy) ; thc nsck was thick, 
expressive of vitality and physical pourer, and the face 

dose shaven, excepting a thin black moustache. His 

dress wm very plain and simple, consisting merely of 

a white mgie, a white linen jacket, and a silk pubso, rr 

cloth worn around the hips and t-highs ; there were no 

ornaments in thc ears, though their lobes contained 

holm nearly an inch in diameter, which did not improvc 

the expression of his countellance very rnatcrially. His 

Mtt~esty b t  took up his opera glass, though we were 

not more t-llnn t.wenty feet distant, and sul~eyed us in a 

vcq- grave and leisurely maoncr, cililing ~ i t h  a flourish 

of thc glass, rw i f  to say, ' Now-, then, for business.' 

The royal secretary read aloud our names, buuiness, 

and the list of the presents which were placed before 
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us ; this a-aa done in a loud, drawling st& and con- 

cluded with zt sort of suppliating moan. 

His Majesty then began the convat ion  through 

the Minister and my Chinese friend as interpretem. 

After the usual questions concerning my age, business, 

-dence, and travels, the Kmg said he wished me to 

convey to my Government- the sentiment t.hat ' he 

had a- great partiali8 for Americans, and wished them 

to come over and colonise in his dominions.' But a 

word preliminary : it seems that I had the honour to 

be the first Amkcan a resented at the Court of Ava 
(excepting a mechanical engineer, who was in & 

histjesty'a empEog( ten or twelve ymm ago), and that 

the Xing in hi astuteness graciousIy thought me a 

apy, or at least that I was visiting Burma for political 

purposw, and consequently had some influence with 

as well as instructions from the Government at home. 

It was in vain that I protmkd being a simple tmvcUcr, 

~isit.ing different countries for the purpme of stndS'ing 

their geography, climate, productions ; the p p l ~  

their marmen and cwtOrns, government, rchgion, laws, 

language, litemturc, industries, and commerce--and all 

for the improvement of rnind and health of body, and 

that I had travelled about twelve thousand milts more 

especially to pay my respects to the Khg  of Ava, and 



to see the wonderful white dephant, about which I. 
had heard and r e d  so much in my own country ; but 

to no purpose, for it waa quite evident His Bhjesty 

tllonght politics were surely my main object and end. 

Pro~nising to make his wishw known to thc proper 

authorities at home did not seem to be alone sufficient 

for his purpoam, for he said he would keep me in 

Ihndalay while I mote, and unt-il an answer mme 

from i h e r i e ~ .  At this I demurred of coursc, when 

IFis Majesty said if I would remain he would give me 

a house, living, and aa many Burlnest? TISVH as I 
u&ied (a rather tcmpting offer, for the women of the 
upper classes are both pretty and modest), and, 

furthermore, hc wonld ' make my fortune.' I was 

fast hecorning v ~ q  much interested, and slightly ex- 
citd as well. His Majesty wished to make also a 

commercial treaty with America, and my service 

would be indispensable. Thus were alluring nets 

vread for my feet and enticing temptations presented 

to me. Still I mu not then prepared to enter the 
King's service; thc idea was too new and novel, t-he 

change-hm republican Amerir~ and steam plou~ghs 

ta monarchi-I Rums and white elephants-too great. 

*I must have time to consider His Majesty's gracious 

offers,' said 1 to the interpreter. ' You will never 



have a better chance,' was returned from the King. 

Seeing me still reluctant, the King condescendingly 

offered to ' makc me a great man '-to give me high 
rank among his own noblw and prinees. To this 
I answered my duty wm first to m y  parents, and next 

to my own country, and that I would return to the 

latter and consult with the former, and then, they 

were ~c-illirzg, I would 1X most happy to accept his 
magci6cent and unusdlj- gracious ter~ns. He rcplial, 

'It might then be too late ; ' and thcrc the matter 

dropped, and the conversation was changed to othcr 

topics, though the King was evidently not a little vexed 

at my obstinacy, and iioubtIess thought me mad o'r 

certainly Fery foolish not to accept such generous pro- 

posals. One of the missionaries then presented some 

pcti tions, which were referred to the proper minister ; 

some State business was transacted ; a present of 

Rs. 190 was brought me (' to usc for my travelling 

expemm or to purchase a memento of m y  presentation 

at. the Court of "His Golden-Footed htaja*y"'), and 

then the audience was terminated by the King suddenly 
rising a~id abruptly retiring from the room. 

One of his queens or concubiney (he has four of the 
former and about a hundred of the latter) who, though 

out of sight, had been fanning the King with a gorgeous 



fan of peacock's feathers during the audience, now took 
a peep at us, of course cxhibiting herself at the stme 

time, and such a beautiful crcature I have rarely looked 

upon before and perchance never sl~all see again. She 
waa one of the veritable ' houris of Paradise,' an oriental 

pearl of indescribable 1oveIiness and symmet-ry. I kill 
not attempt a description ; but the King's liberal offers 

came at once to mind, and I felt what a p t  sacrifice 

it would be to return to my native hd, and refuse- 

nay, almost spurn-rank, wealth, and beauty under the 

peacock banner and golden umbrella of His Majesty of 

Ava . 

The 'audience ' lasted over an hour. The King 

aeemed t.a have very respectable ideas of America and a 

high appreciation of the (usual] y conceded) enterprise 

and industry of her people ; prhaps he wished Ameri- 
cans to settle in Burma as a sort of political offset to the 

English, m*hose power-now owning twethirds of 

ancient Burma-is n a t d y  verygrcat, but I think his 

main idea was simply to obtain from the United States 

a commercial treaty advantageous to hirnself. His 
Majesty's use of the binoculars, which he invariably 

emplop in aU audiences, is not altogether pleasant; 

but the manner in which he would scan our coun- 

tenan- while replying to some of his commanding 
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speeches waa most amu&g. His voice is soft and low, 

and he speaks in a very de1ikt.e manner, taking 

ample time to arrange his thoughts before giving them 

utterance. 

The present Kmg is a son of the famous Tharalvaddi ; 

his broth-he eldest legitimate son-assumed the 

government in 1845, but, proving a tyrant, was de- 

pmed and succeeded by King Mounglon in 1853. In 
1857 he removed the capital from Amarapoora to 

Mandalay. The King, lit-tle thinking that he would 

ever att in the crown, had in early yout-h taken the 

vows of a p A q y e e ,  or Budhist piest., and lived se- 

rJuded in a monastery until his accession. Like his pr e 
deccs60m his reign has not been without its troubles. 

In 1866 a rebellion broke out heac'led by two of the 

King's sons, the Mengon and Mengonrlpe princes, 

having for its object the dethronement of their father. 

The attempt failed, and the former is a refugee in thc 

Shan States, while the latier resirlcs under Brit-ish pro- 

tec-tion in Bengal. As regards the events of the King's 

rule much might be mid of blame and something also 

of praise. The Government Is a despotism ; among 

many others rve notice thc royal title of ' Lord of the 

Power of Lifc and Death.' The f i l s -dm (Council of 

State), composed of the four principal ministem of 



State, are the executive officers of the Govrrnment ; 

they a h  try all appeal 9 forming a high court for 

that purpose, and receiving ten per cent. of the property 
in suit, are said to derive very handsome incomes h m  

this source done. The tyranny and weight of the 

King's rule is most felt at, or in the immediate vicinity 

of, the capital, the remote districts being almost inde 

p~ndent, a d  pying but little more heed to the ruling 

monarch than to swear alleghcc whenever skiteil by 

bij o h r f i .  And so limited in extent of territory is 

the real power of the King that the people dwelling 

upon the borilcru of Punan are =id to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of the local rulers of the Emperor of China 

as well as those of the King of Ava, and so enjoy 

privileg~ from both Governments. At present therc i;s 

a royal monopoly of the p d d y  (rice) and cotton and 

other lcading products-mrble, m h r ,  gold, copper, 

coal, d guns above a certain size (all over ItrS. 100 

in value). The Eng dare not leave his palace for fear 

of foul play, and he has consequently never seen his 

own war canoes or steamers, nor has be evcr visited 
his new palace built near the rim-. 

The Government is ' rotten to the very core ; ' 

bribery and corruption reign y o u n t .  The King 
appropriate most of the rcl-cnue; many of hk 



ministers receive no salary at all ; and the King buys 

goods of merchants and serves them out as pay to 

hk troops and followers, who aftcnvarrls have to scl1 

them in the bazaars at half-price ; besides, the countiy 

bitterly suffcm ' from the exhrtionatc duties, from the 
grinding taxation, and from the cruelties and oppres- 

sions that daily transpire (boys of tender years and 

infirm old men being floggcd to dcath it1 the streets, 

or publicly crucified M-ith a barl~arity t.hat beggars 

description), and from the guild of broker$ ~ l l o  

rule the markets acmdng to the orders of the King 

or his ministers, so that no one can buy or sell save 

through these brokcm. And yct the King has shown 

some appreciation of the advantages of western 

civilisation. He offers good inducements to Eumpcm 

mechanic8 and engineers to establish themselves in 

Mandalay. IIis Hajesty has succeeded in bringing 

his count.ry into telegraphic communication with India 

and Europe. The introduction of thc electric telc- 

graph into Burma is thus curiously described by my 
friend the Yam-Ahtu;em-om (Minister of the In- 
tcriorj: ' The present founder of the city of Mandalay 

or Butuapon, Builder of t.he Royal Palace, KuIer of 

thc Sea and Innd, Lord of the Cekstial Elcphant 

aud Jdskr of many White Elephants, Owner of the 
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El~ekyah or Indrrr's Weapon, T a d  of the Power of 

Lift: and Death, and Great Chief of R.ighteousness, 

being excceclingly anxious for the welfare of his 
pcoplc, in the ycar 1231 introduced thc tclu,mph, 

a science tllc elcluents of which may be comp:lred to 

thunder and lightning for nq~iclity and brilliancy, 

and such ns his royal ancestors ia sucr.csivc genera- 

tions hat1 never attempted.' Orienktls arc profwc in 

higIl-x)~~~ldilg; awl a c i u l a t o ~  dictio~i ; tl~c furcgt )i tlg 

article ciocs not cont;iin the half of tllc titles per- 

tiiini~ig tto King hloungloi~. 



!WIE WHITE ELEPHANT 

ELAVIXQ put on our shoes at the bottom o€ the place 

staircase, we went to see the so-called white elephant-. 

One of the proudest titlm of the King of Ava is 

' h r d  of the White Elephant' though the King of 

&am at Bangkok is also the p o w o r  of one or more 

of these s a d  beasts. The Mandalay animal 1 

found to be a male of medium size, with epa 
and a forehead and ears p o ~ e d  white, appearing as 

if they had been rubbed with pumice-stone or sand- 

paper, but the remainder of the M y  was as < black as 

coal.' He mas a vicious brute, c h a i ~ d  by the fore- 

leg8 in the centre of a large shed, and was surrounded 

with the ' adjuncts of royalty '-gold and white cloth 

umbrellas, an embroidered canopy abve, and some 

bundlw of spears in the corners of the mom. The 

attendants told me that a young one, captured in the 

north-eastern prt of British ~urma ,  near Tounghoo, 

had rccently did ,  a k r  a short residence in the 
F 



wpitdl, and that the king bad k e n  'out of surts' 

ever since. This animal was sucklcd by twelve 

wornen, hind for thc eqress purpose ; thee elephant 
' wet-nurses ' receiviug Rs. 50 per mcnsem, and 

thinking it a great honour to serve in such capacity 

The whitc elephant, well named the Apis of the 

Budhists, has long been an appcndagc to Burman 

st&. Mr. Balph Fitch, who travelled through Burma 

about the p a r  1582, speaking of the king who 

reigncd at that time, says, in his quaint, black-lettcr 

folio, that " among t-he rest Ile hat-h ffoure whitc 

elephants, which arc very strange and rare, for t.here 

is none other king that hath them but he ; if any 

other king hath one, hce will send vnto him for it. 

When any of these elephants is brought mto 

the king, a11 thc merchants in the city are com- 

manded to see them and to giue him a present of 

halfe a ducat, which doth come to a great summe, 

for that there are many merchants in thc city. Aftcr 

that you h v e  given your present, you may come and 

x e  them at your pleasure, although they stand in the 

king's house. The -, in his title, is called the 

king of the R-hite elephants. If my other king 

hauc onc, and n-ill not send it him, he wiIl make 

w m  with him for it, for he had rather 1m a great 



part of his kingdome than not. to conqucre him. 

!l%ey do very great seruicc vnto these w-hite dcpllants ; 

eueq- one of them shndcth in a house g i ld4  with 

plde, and they doe fede in vessels of siluer and gilt. 

One of thcrn, when he doth go to the rjucr to be 

~-mhcd, M ellcry day thev do, gfictl~ under a txrlopy 

of clothe, of goldc or of sike, carried ouer hirn by 

sixe or eight men, a d  eight or ten mcn goe before 

him, pIajing on dmmmes, sha-wmcs (clarionets), or 

other instruments, and when he is n-ashed, and 

mmeth out of the riuer, there is a gentleman which 

cloth wash his fcet ir: a silucr basin, which is liiu 

office giuen him hy the king. There is no amount 

made of any blacke elephant, be he neucr so &mat. 

And surcIy tllerr: be m-mniicrful fairc arid great, and 

s o w  be nine cubites. in lleight." Again, in Father 

Sangcrrnmo'a - ' Description of the Burmese Empire,' 

some t-1t.o hundred years Inter, ni-e have interesting 

accounts of the capture, transportation (to the capitd), 

and more than royal treatment of the w-l~ite elephant : 

how, when caught in the forests of Pugu, it was bound 

wit-h scarlet coda and waited upon by the highest 

mantlarins of the empire ; how the place where it 

\%*as taken k i n g  infested with mosquitoes, a silken net 

was made to protec-t it from them ; how it 'FFM 
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transported to Amarapm in a boat having a padion 

draped with gold-embroidered a, and covered with 

a roof similar to those covering the royal palaces ; 

how, on its arrival in the city, a grand festival, 

continuing for three days, was celebrated in ita 

honour ; and how the most mtly preents wcrc 

brought to it by the mandarins, one offering a vase 

of gold weighing 480 ounces. T h i ~  animal mas 

honoured no levv at its demise t.han during life. 

Being a female, its funeral was conducted with the 

same forms and rites tls those practised at the death 

of a queen. The borly was burned upon a pile of 

sasdras, sandal, and other aromatic woods, the pyre 
being -fired with thc aid of four immense gilt bellows 

placed at its comers. Three days aftemads its ashen 

werc gathered by the chief mandarins, enshrined in 

gilt urns, aild buried in the royal cemetery. A 
superb mausoleum, of a pyramidal ahape, built of 

brick, richly painted and gilt, mas subsquently raised 

over the tomb. If this elephant had been a male, 
it wodd have been i n t d  with the same ceremonial 

as that used for the sot-creign. And even at this 

day the ' celestial ' white elephants- are still the 

objects of great veneration, royal favour, and attention ; 

aside from their divine character of (being) tram- 
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migrating Buclhau, their possession, according to 

Burmese superstition, is considered to bring prosperity 
to the country in peace and good fortune in and 

therefore their death is regarded as nothing less than 

a national calamity. At such times the entire nation 

s h e  their heads, and perform such deeds of sorrow 

and mourning as are customary on the loss of the 

n c m t  and dearest of their relatives. 

In one shed were some large gilded war-boats, and 

in anothcr were the royal palanquins and carriages, all 

richly gilded, the former of fantastic and whimsical 

model, and the Iatter of English design, if not manu- 

facture. The ' Royal Gardens ' we did not visit. They 

are said to be laid out in squares, crossed in differwt 

placcs by canals of brickwork, in which the water is 

seven fathoms in depth. The pathways run in every 

direction, and -grottoes arc thickly intempersed among 

them. We inspected the artillery sheds, and observed 

that most of thc cannon were of small d b r c  md 

antique manufacture ; some of them were +s much as 

twenty feet in length and s d y  more than four inches 

bore from muzzle to vent ; they had been captured 

from the Siamese. We next visited the- Royal 

Herald's' office, and obtaind a permit to take the 

present with which His Majesty had honoured me 



tllro~lgl~ the palace gate. This 'pass ' was simply a 

piece of prepart.cl palm-leaf xhout five inches in length 

and a little more tlmn one in width ; the order was an 

engmvd intaglio (in ordinary Burn~ese circula-r cha- 

racter), and in one c-orncrr was the Kirg's Treasury 

stamp iu~pressed on bm9o re/kz?o. Strips of palm-Icaf 

are also used by scI~o1.w. They uwally write or 

cagriive with a sllnq) iron instrument (a style) upon 

pieces about two feet long and two and a half inches 

broad, and wit.h a number of thcsc strip and two thin 

boards of t.he eamc size for covers they form their 

bmks. 
Ihviog gained tllc street be~cind the outernost wall, 

wc re~nounted our ponies and rode to Mr. Sng-KO's 

house. My host.'s pretty 1itt.k Rurmcue wife then 

' servcd up ' a vcq palatable tifin (lunch), and over 

our chei-oots and h a  we di~cussed the events of the 

morning, the future of Burma, tllc present state of 

China, and thc rapid rise and prospects of the Chinese 

population of San Francisco a-nd California. Speaking 

of &a, thk valuable co~nmodity is raised, in small 

quantity, upon the northcrn hills, thmc bodering upon 

the province of Yunan, in China; but the Burmese 

devote the leaf to a far different purpose fiom that 

employed by the surrounding nations and by our- 
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