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FOREWORD 

The Southeast Asia Program takes considerable pleasure 
in being able to publish this White Hmonq-Enqlish Dictionary 
in its Linguistic Series of data papers. Besides the value 
it has in its own right for students and scholars, it has 
an additional special value as a companion work to the 
Yao-Enqlish Dictionary of Lombard and Purnell. The two 
together will surely give impetus to Meo-Yao comparative 
studies. We are gratified to see our objectives in pro- 
viding basic linguistic materials so soon being realized. 

This dictionary, too, is the work of a missionary who 
is following a long and distinguished tradition of mission- 
ary scholarship. Mr. Heimbach has spent a number of years a- 
mong theWhite Hmong of Northern Thailand and collected his 
data in the process of learning the language. The results 
were first compiled in a mimeographed version for use by a 
few friends, colleagues and other interested persons. With 
this publication the dictionary becomes available to a wider 
audience. 

We are especially grateful to Dr. William A. Smalley 
for bringing this dictionary to our attention and his 
assistance in bringing it to publication. In particular 
we thank him for providing the Introduction. Those inter- 
ested in a more detailed discussion of Hmong phonology are 
directed to his forthcoming Linquistic Diversity and National 
Unity in %ailand. We wish also to acknowledge our indebt- 
edness to Mr. Don Rulison for proofreading our typescript 
in Mr. Heimbach's absence abroad. 

Robert B. Jones, Jr. 

Ithaca, New York 
March 1969 



FOREWORD TO THE REVISED EDITION 

There was l i t t l e  demand f o r  t h i s  d i c t i o n a r y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
immediately fo l lowing  i t s  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1969. The hun- 
dred-or-so cop ie s  reniaining a f t e r  l i b r a r i e s  and l i n g u i s t s  had 
ob ta ined  t h e i r s  seemed d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  scrap-paper  d e a l e r  when, 
q u i t e  suddenly i n  1978, it began t o  se l l  r a p i d l y .  

The r ea son  f o r  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y ' s  sudden p o p u l a r i t y  was and 
i s  t h e  presence  of  many thousands of  Hmong r e fugees  i n  Thailand 
and t h e  United S t a t e s  who a r e  f i n d i n g  it a u s e f u l  a i d .  

I n  r e p r i n t i n g  it a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w e  have made t w o  important  
changes. 

F i r s t ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s e n t  and encouragement o f  M r .  Heimbach, 
w e  have s u b s t i t u t e d  "Hmong" f o r  "Meow i n  t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  i n t r o -  
duc to ry  s e c t i o n s ,  and t h e  appendices .  Th i s  has  been done t o  
conform t o  t h e  wishes  of  Hmong, who o b j e c t  s t r o n g l y  t o  "Meow a s  
a deroga tory  t e r m  t h e y  themselves  would never  use.  

Second, because t h e  bulk  o f  pages i n  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t i n g  
made t h e  book 's  b ind ing  ex t remely  weak and s u b j e c t  t o  easy  
damage, w e  have p r i n t e d  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  by pho tog raph ica l ly  re- 
ducing two pages o n t o  one.  This  makes t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  s l i g h t l y  
more awkward t o  use ,  b u t  w e  hope t h a t  it w i l l  prove more s t u r d y  
under r e g u l a r  use.  

W e  are g r a t e f u l  t o  M r .  Heimbach f o r  h i s  suppor t  and encourage- 
ment i n  making t h e  White Hmong-English Dic t ionary  a v a i l a b l e  again .  

David K. Wyatt 

I t h a c a ,  New York 
J u l y  1979 



PREFACE 

The Hmong are a v igorous  mountain people  whose o r i g i n s  
w e r e  i n  China and who now by mig ra t ion  extend ove r  t h e  ranges  
o f  no r the rn  Vietnam, Laos, Burma, and Thai land.  I n  Thai land 
they  probably number i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  48,000. H i s t o r i c a l l y  
t hey  a r e  a n i m i s t s  a l though  i n  China and i n  Laos l a r g e  numbers 
of  them have become C h r i s t i a n s .  I n  Thai land t h e r e  a r e  two 
branches o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  t h e  White Hmong /hmoob dawb/ (Hmong Daw) 
and t h e  Blue Hmong o r  Green Hmong /hmoob ntsaub/  (Hmong Njua) .  
There a r e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  d i a l e c t  and i n  d r e s s ,  b u t  t h e  broad 
f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  c u l t u r e  and economy a r e  much t h e  s a m e .  They 
o f t e n  l i v e  i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty  and n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e rmar ry .  

The m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  volume was ga the red  over  t h e  pe r iod  
1954-1963 i n  t h e  cou r se  o f  miss ionary  a c t i v i t y  among t h e  White 
Hmong i n  North Thai land.  This  inc luded  extended r e s i d e n c e  i n  
Hmong v i l l a g e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  prov inces  o f  Petchabun and 
P i t sanuloke .  The Hmong i n  Laos w e r e  v i s i t e d  and t h e  language 
d i f f e r e n c e s  compared bo th  t h e r e  and i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of  Thai land.  
From t h e s e  comparisons and from s u b s t a n t i a l  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  
r ece ived  from Roman C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Laos, it i s  
e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  White Hmong spoken i n  Thai land and i n  Laos 
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e .  Divergenc ies  c o n s i s t  most ly  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  words adopted from surrounding languages.  While 
t h e  primary m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  volume was c o l l e c t e d  i n  North 
Thailand w e  f e e l  convinced t h a t  i s  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  White 
Hmong language a s  spoken i n  o t h e r  cont iguous  a r e a s .  

This  d i c t i o n a r y  i s  by no means exhaus t ive ,  b u t  it does  
c o n t a i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  words and phraseology used 
i n  everyday speech. Much s tudy  remains t o  be done, p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  a s p e c t s  such a s  t h e  p o e t i c  language 
used i n  song, t h e  language used i n  r e l i g i o u s  r i tes ,  and t h a t  
used i n  de te rmin ing  and a d m i n i s t e r i n g  j u s t i c e .  

While w e  have s i n c e r e l y  endeavored t o  check and recheck 
t h i s  m a t e r i a l  w e  r e a d i l y  admit  t h a t  mi s t akes  may have c r e p t  
i n .  Many d e f i n i t i o n s  could a l s o  w e l l  be c l a r i f i e d  and 
expanded. Before  q u e s t i o n i n g  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  s p e l l i n g ,  t h e  
r eade r  i s  advised  t o  c o n s u l t  Appendix 1, which d e s c r i b e s  
tone  changes. 

Mention must be made o f  t h o s e  w i thou t  whose h e l p  t h i s  
work could  n o t  have been completed. A h o s t  o f  Hmong f r i e n d s  
have been o u r  p a t i e n t  in formants .  Rev. G. Linwood Barney 
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and Dr. William A. Smalley in consultation with Fr. M. Bertrais 
of the Catholic Mission in Laos were responsible for the work- 
ing out of the phonemic analysis and the orthography. 
Fr. Bertrais also provided considerable textual material for 
comparison. Several missionaries of the Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship have helped in the gathering and filing of 
material, particularly Miss D. Jones, Miss D. Whitelock, and 
Mr. D. Rulison. To all we acknowledge our deep indebtedness. 

Ernest E. Heimbach 

March 1969 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Hmong Daw (White Hmong) of Thailand and Laos speak 
a dialect (or rather, a group of very.similar dialects) which 
is mutually intelligible with those spoken by the Hmong Njua 
(Blue or Green Hmong). These are the principal groups of 
Hmong dialects spoken in these two countries, and are a part 
of the-much larger group of languages and dialects known in 
South China as the Miao and in   hail and as the Meo. There are 
Hmong in North Vietnam as well. 

The majority of the work on Hmong/Meo/Miao has been done 
on the dialects in China, and by Chinese scholars. Substantive 
descriptive and lexographic work on any of the Hmong dialects 
spoken in Thailand or Laos is restricted to Downer (1967), 
Bertrais (1964), Barney (no date), Lyman (no date), Smalley 
(no date), which in turn is based on Barney and Smalley (1952 
and 1953), Whitelock (1966-1968), plus less organized inves- 
tigations by missionaries in North Thailand. 

Hmong is almost universally agreed to be related to Yao 
in the Miao-Yao language family, but there is no agreement 
as to wider relationships. Haudricourt (1966) summarizes 
the theories and gives a bibliography, to which Downer (1963) 
should be added. Haudricourt (1966:56) himself comes to the 
conclusion that 

The Miao-Yao languages seem to form a link 
between the Austroasiatic and the Tibeto- 
Burman families in the same way that the 
Karen languages do, and their phonological 
richness is useful in reconstruction. 

Benedict, on the other hand, is now proposing a place for 
the Miao-Yao languages in his Austro-Thai family. 

A brief comparison between the present dictionary and 
the mimeographed- Dictionnaire ~mon~-~ranqais (Bertrais , 1964) 
may be helpful. They represent substantially the same dialect, 
Bertrais having worked in Laos and Heimbach in Thailand, and 
the orthographies are virtually the same, for reasons which 
will be mentioned below. There are, of course, some minor 
differences due to the normal processes of language change, 
borrowing, etc. Bertrais' dictionary is somewhat more exten- 
sive in its selection of entries and its examples, while the 
Heimbach dictionary is more analytical in its definitions. 
There is nothing in the Bertrais dictionary to match the 
Appendices of the present one. 



In short, Heimbach's work is slightly more polished, 
that of Bertrais slightly more voluminous in examples. 
They are both important primary documents for White Hmong. 

The orthography used in this volume (and in Bertrais, 
1964) was developed in Barney and Smalley (1953) as a 
compromise with Bertrais so that both Roman Catholic and 
Protestant missions in Laos would use the same system of 
writing for teaching their constituents to read, for writing 
books, translating, etc. This fact of compromise accounts 
for a few details which will ~eem~peculiar to some observers, 
such as <x> for /s/ and <s> for /s/. 

Some other conventions in the orthography are due to 
an attempt to make it possible to write both Hmong Daw and 
Hmong Leng with the same system. Thus Hmong Daw /g /  
corresponds to Hmong Njua /g/ and both are written <ee>. 

Still other peculiarities resulted from practical 
considerations in seeking for an orthography which could 
be easily typed, printed, and taught. The use of consonant 
symbols in syllable final position to represent tones is 
not as unconventional in the area as it is outside the area, 
and works well with Hmong because of the syllable structure 
which has no phonemic final consonants. The extremely 
complex initial consonant system required considerable 
ingenuity in improvisation of an orthography easy for the 
Hmong reader to learn and use. 

<(j- ww -on -d -x> were all added by Heimbach and/or 
Bertrais subsequent to Barney and Smalley (1953). They 
represent marginal phenomena for which varying interpreta- 
tions are possible. 

The orthography, then, is designed for popular use. 
It omits many features of stress, juncture, and intonation, 
which would be of value to linguistic description, but 
which would hardly appear in dictionary entries anyhow, 
although they might well be included in the examples and 
context citations. 

We will summarize the general phonological features 
here, including only what is necessary for a clear under- 
standing of the orthography used in this dictionary. A 
non-technical description for the non-linguist will be 
found following this Introduction. 

The Hmong Daw syllable has three constituents: a 
consonant constituent, a vowel constituent and a tone 
constituent. Either consonant constituent or vowel con- 
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stituent may be compos.ite. Phonologically there is no 
final consonant, but nasalization (occurring in one kind of 
composite vowel) is often realized as final [Q] and tone 
/m/ often has an accompanying non-distinctive final [?I. 

The inventory of the consonants, vowels, and tones is 
presented in the following charts in such a way as to give 
a general idea of their pronunciation. Symbols used are 
those of the orthography, with additional clarification 
in [ ] immediately below when required. 

CONSONANTS, SIMPLE AND COMPOSITE 

pl 

plh 

[P& I 
npl 

I 
nplh 

[mp& I 
nl 

[ml I 
hnl 

r Mml I 
hl 

[h I 
1 

t 

th 

nt 

Cnd I 
nth 

n 

hn 

[NI 
X 

[s I 

d tx 

[?dl [tsl 
dh txh 

[Pth] [tsh] 
n tx 

[ndzl 
ntxh 

[ntsh] 

r 

[fl 
rh 

[*I 
nr 

[pdl 
nrh 

[r?$h I 

S 

[ Z  I 
z 

[S I 

C 

ch 

nc 

[Zj I 
nch 

[Zch ] 

nY 

[Zl 
hny 

[RI 
xy 

[x, I 
Y 

ts 

[t: I 
tsh 

[tgh] 

nts 

[nd;] 

ntsh 

[ntEh] 

k 

kh 

nk 

[nsl 
nkh 

[rJkh I 
g 

[PI 

Initial glottal stop is not marked. Absence of such 
a glottal stop is indicated by ('>. 
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VOWELS, SIMPLE AND COMPOSITE 

Front Central Back 

non-nasal nasal non-nasal nasal 

ia ua [ua] 

/ww/ and /on/ are extra-systematic and rare. 

TONES 

Tone values are given as in isolation. Tone symbols 
are written in final position in the orthographic syllable. 
/g/ is characterized by breathiness, /m/ by glottal constric- 
tion as well as pitch. [m dl are probably the same phoneme, 
but the evidence is not clear; see Appendix 1. Two words in 
the dictionary are listed with an <x> 'tone,' but this is 
an intonational feature better handled in some other way. 
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GUIDE TO PRONUNCIATION 

The l e t t e r s  of the English alphabet have been used 
throughout, but i n  many cases symbolizing a sound different 
from that  represented i n  English or other European lan- 
guages. This m u s t  be carefully kept in  mind. 

There are also cases where one symbol may be used for 
sounds which are not exactly the same. These never confuse 
Hmong readers b u t  must be carefully noted by those learning 
the language. For example, the ' t '  of ' t u a j '  i s  unaspirated 
and voiceless similar t o  the I t '  i n  the English word 
steak, whereas the ' t '  i n  'ntawm' i s  voiced l ike  the 'dl 
i n  English condemn because it i s  influenced by the ' n '  
which immediately precedes it. 

The basic syllable pattern i s  CV, i . e . ,  one consonant 
followed by one vowel. However, i n  place of the C there 
may be a cluster  of one t o  three consonants pronounced as  
a uni t .  I n  place of the V there may a lso  be a cluster  of 
two vowels. 

The only consonant sound which occurs a t  the close 
of a syllable i s  [ng]. Since t h i s  occurs only with nasalized 
vowels it i s  recognized as  belonging t o  these nasalized 
vowels, which are written with a double l e t t e r .  Thus 'eel 
and 'oo' are always said with an [ng] ending. 

Each syllable has a basic tone. This is  symbolized 
by one of several consonant l e t t e r s  written a t  the close 
of the syllable.  Since no syllable requires a consonant 
symbol t o  represent a spoken consonant in  f ina l  position, 
t h i s  lends no confusion. See the tone chart below. 

Whereas the Hmong language i s  for the most part  isolating 
in structure, ( i . e .  each syllable usually carr ies  meaning 
on i t s  own), i n  actual speech some syllables are said in  
closer connection than others. We have therefore joined 
these together into words. 

We include here an approximate description of the 
sounds used i n  Hmong speech i n  terms of the nearest similar 
sound i n  English. I t  i s  impossible t o  be altogether exact, 
but t h i s  section i s  meant for the benefit  of those who would 
find it d i f f i cu l t  t o  understand technical description. 

Note tha t  'n '  i s  used t o  represent nazalization and 'h '  
t o  represent aspiration (a puff of a i r ) .  
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CONS ONANTS 

Hmong Symbol 

ph 

nP 

nph 

p l  

p l h  

np l  

nplh 

t 

t h  

n t  

nth 

t x  

txh  

n t x  

ntxh 

d 

Enqlish Equivalent o r  Descript ion 

unaspi ra ted  ' p '  (without a puff  o f  a i r )  a s  i n  
English speak. Cf. t h e  ' p a  i n  French, Thai, etc. 

' p '  w i th  a  puff  of  a i r ,  as i n  p a r t  

English 'm' blending i n t o  a ' b '  

Engl ish ' m '  b lending  i n t o  Hmong 'ph' 

l i k e  t h e  ' p l '  i n  explode 

l i k e  t h e  ' p l '  i n  p l a y  

English 'm' blending i n t o  t h e  English ' b l '  

Engl ish 'm' blending i n t o  English i n i t i a l  ' p l '  

unaspi ra ted  ' t '  (without a  puff  o f  a i r )  a s  
i n  s t eak .  Cf. t h e  ' t '  i n  French, Thai, e t c .  

' t '  wi th  a puff  o f  a i r ,  a s  i n  t a l k  

English In '  blending i n t o  English i n i t i a l  ' d '  

Engl ish ' n '  b lending i n t o  English i n i t i a l  I t '  

l i k e  t h e  ' d s '  i n  adds b u t  without  t h e  vocal 
cords  v i b r a t i n g  

l i k e  t h e  ' t s '  i n  c a t s  

English In '  blending i n t o  t h e  Hmong ' t x '  

Engl ish In '  blending i n t o  t h e  Hmong ' t x h '  

l i k e  t h e  ' d l  i n  dream b u t  wi th  a g l o t t a l  s t o p  
be fo re  it. That is, complete s t o p  of  t h e  a i r  
flow i n  t h e  t h r o a t  be fo re  beginning the sound. 

t h e  Hmong sound 'd' s a i d  wi th  a  puff  of  a i r  a f t e r  it 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  HmongVt' bu t  made wi th  t h e  t i p  of 
t h e  tongue curved back u n t i l  it h i t s  t h e  t o p  
of t h e  mouth 
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HmDng Symbol Enqlish Equivalent  o r  Descr ip t ion  

r h  t h e  Hmong 'r' s a i d  wi th  a  puff  o f  a i r  following 

n r  

nrh 

C 

' n o  blending i n t o  t h e  Hmong ' r '  

' n '  b lending i n t o  t h e  Hmong ' r h '  

made by c l o s i n g  o f f  t h e  a i r  wi th  a  hump of  
t h e  tongue behind r i d g e  back of  t h e  upper 
t e e t h .  S imi la r  t o  t h e  ' t y '  i n  p u t  you 

ch t h e  Hmong sound ' c 'wi th  a  puff  of  a i r  

nc ' n '  b lending i n t o  t h e  Hmong sound ' c '  

nch ' n '  b lending i n t o  t h e  Hmong sound'c'  following 
by a  puff  o f  a i r  

l i k e  t h e  ' j '  i n  joJ b u t  wi thout  t h e  vocal  
cords v i b r a t i n g  

t s h  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  ' c h '  i n  chop 

n t s  ' n '  b lending i n t o  t h e  Hmong sound ' t s '  S imi lar  
t o  t h e  ' n j '  i n  u n j u s t  

n t s h  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  'nch' i n  inch  

unaspi ra ted  (without a  puff  o f  a i r )  a s  i n  
s k i l l .  Cf. t h e  ' k '  i n  French, Thai, etc. 

kh 'k '  with a  puff  o f  a i r  as i n  k i t e  

nk In '  blending i n t o  a ' g '  a s  i n  f i n q e r  

nkh In' blending i n t o  a  ' k '  

q, qh, nq, nqh t h e s e  a r e  t h e  coun te rpa r t s  o f  ' k g  e t c  ., 
b u t  made way back i n  t h e  mouth behind t h e  
p o s i t i o n  where t h e  English ' k '  i s  made 

n, f ,  h a s  i n  English 

s as ' s h '  i n  English ( e  .g., shoe) 

VY m y  1, Y a s  i n  English 

x l i k e  t h e  I s '  i n  see o r  sip 



Hmong Symbol Enqlish Equivalent or Description 

like the 'z' in azure 

the Hmong 'x' (as described above) blending into 
a 'y' 

nY Similar to the 'ni' in menial or Virqinia 

hny 'h' blending into the Meo sound 'ny' 

'h' blending into an '1' but without the vocal 
cords vibrating. Similar to the Welsh '11' 

'm' blending into an '1' as the 'ml' in seemly 

hn 'h' and In' said as a unit 

hrn 'h' and 'm' said as a unit 

hnl the Hmong'nl'preceded by an 'h' and said as 
one unit 

the 'ng' of sins but used as an initial consonant. 
This particular phoneme is found in only a very 
few Hmong words. 

VOWELS 

Hmong Symbol Enqlish Equivalent or Description 

roughly equivalent to the 'a' in the New 
England (or British) pronunciation of father 

a vowel cluster composed of the Hmong 'a' and 'i' 
somewhat similar to the vowel in -but not as 
a long a glide 

a vowel cluster composed of the Hmong 'a' and 'u' 
something between the 'ou' of ouch and the 'ow' 
of throw 

somewhat similar to the Oxford English 

similar to the 'el in they 

nasalized vowel varying from the 'ing' of rinq 
toward the lung' of runq depending upon the 
preceding consonant 



Hmong Symbol Enqlish Equivalent or Description 

similar to the 'e ' in we 
a vowel cluster composed of the Hmong 'i' and 
'a' somewhat similar to the combined vowels 
'ee' and 'a' in see a man 

somewhat similar to the law' in law or the '0' 
in lost 

nasalized vowel somethins between the '0' of 
do followed by 'ng' and <he '0' of lost - 
followed by 'ng' 

somewhat similar to the '0' in do or the 'ou' 
in throuqh 

a vowel cluster composed of the Hmong 'u' and 
'a' somewhat similar to the conibined vowels 
in to a as heard in rapid speech 

There is no English equivalent of this vowel. 
It is something between the Hmong 'i' and the 
'u' made mid way back in the mouth with the 
tongue close to the palate. 

No English equivalent. It is like the Hmong 
'w' with 'ng' following it. 
This vowel only appears in a very few words. 
e.g. loj hwwv' Very large. 

'zoo hwwv' Very good. 

representing nasalization on one vowel without 
the 'ng' quality of lee' and 'oo.' Thus, 
'hon' sounds like the law' of law preceded by 
'h ' and said "through the nose. " 
e.g. 'ua li no hons' Like this. 

'yuav kuv qhia nej hons' Must I teach you? 

almost all Hmong vowels are preceded by a glottal 
stop when said in isolation, i.e., as a syllable 
without a consonant beginning. By this we 
mean the throat is closed before the sound is 
initiated as in the English Oh oh! However, 
there are some words without consonant beginning 
where the glottal stop is absent. This is 
significant, and we indicate the absence of 
initial glottal stop by the apostrophe. 
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Hmons Symbol 

HIGH 

M I D  

LOW 

Enqlish Equivalent o r  Descript ion 

e .g .  k o j  t i a s  yog kuv, You s a i d  it was I, 
yog k o j  ' a u j  ! b u t  it was you! 
mus ho  t u a j  'ov Come again .  
nws t u a j  n o j  'auv He came t o  e a t !  
txujkum dim ' o j  How w i l l  we escape? 
ua lawm ' 0 s  (I)  d i d  it. 

LEVEL FALLING RISING SPECIAL 
TONES TONES TONES INTONATION 

CHART OF WHITE HMONG TONAL PATTERN 

Tone Chart: Explanatory Notes 

1. Since no s y l l a b l e  ends i n  a f i n a l  consonant, t h e  tone  
(except t h e  mid tone)  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by an English consonant 
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  end of  each s y l l a b l e  and corre-  
sponding t o  t h e  c h a r t  above. Where no s p e c i a l  tone 
mark i s  w r i t t e n ,  t h e  word h a s  a mid tone .  Re la t ive  
p i t c h ,  l eng th  and contour of t h e  t o n e s  i s  ind ica ted  
on t h e  c h a r t .  

2 .  The tone c h a r t  i s  drawn t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  tones  a s  heard 
i n  i s o l a t i o n .  That is, a s  heard on s e p a r a t e  unconnected 
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syllables. In the normal flow of speech these tones 
tend to vary somewhat in pitch and quality depending 
both upon patterns of stress and upon the influence 
of other contiguous tones. This should be carefully 
noted. 

3. Note that tone '-m' ends in a glottal stop and is 
said with some constriction of the throat. Tone 
'-g' is characterized by considerable breathiness. 

4. Special intonation pattern '-XI indicates a particular 
tone contour given some words to indicate wonder or 
surprise. It appears most often in final particles. 
See Appendix 1, for illustrations. Note that it is 
not a tone phoneme in the same category as the other 
tones here indicated but is symbolized in the same 
way as these other tones for convenience. 

5. Tone '-dl appears only on a certain class of words. 
Historically it probably was a conditioned variant 
of tone '-m' and in all the illustrations we have 
thus far, the '-dl tone appears on words which 
elsewhere have the tone '-m.' The majority of these 
words are nouns but illustrations also include 
verbs and post verbal particles. Tone '-dl is most 
noticeable on words indicating time or location, such as: 

thaud, tamsid, ib sid, ntawd, nrad, nraud, ped, 
saud, tidy tod 

There are one or two words which almost always appear 
with tone '-dl and very seldom with tone '-m', and 
therefore, we treat '-dl as a completely separate 
tone (See Appendix 1). 
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ORDER OF ENTRIES 

A l l  syllables, and words of more than one syllable, 
are l i s t ed  under the i n i t i a l  i n  English alphabetical order. 
Consonant clusters  are treated a s  units, so tha t  a l l  ent r ies  
beginning with ' t x '  appear before any ent r ies  beginning 
with 'txh, ' e tc .  

Within each vowel category, l i s t ed  i n  English alpha- 
bet ica l  order, the syllables are grouped by tones with the 
mid tone put f i r s t .  Thus: 

The order of 
the vowels is: 

The order of 
tones is: 

After each noun, the appropriate c lass i f i e r  i s  given 
in  parentheses. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

(C) 

c f .  

c l f  . 
colloq. 

contr . 
cont 'd. 

def. 

n .  

p t c l  . 
(p.v.int .)  

from Chinese 

confer, compare 

c lass i f i e r  

colloquial 

contrast 

continued 

definit ion 

for example 

t ha t  i s  

noun 

par t i c le  

post verbal in tens i f ier  (see 
Appendix 8) 

from Thai 

tone change This i s  a tone change 
from the word t o  which you are 
referred; or  t h i s  word i s  subject 
t o  tone change. (See Appendix 1) 

verb 



ab Exclamatory initial particle. 
Ab! us cas kuv tsis nloog? Why didn't I listen? 

1. as Exclamatory initial particle. 
As! kuv pom Zab! Aha! I see Mr. Zab. 

2. as Exclamatory final particle. 
Kuv tsis paub as! I don't know! 

av Earth, ground, mud. 
av zom zom Sticky mud. 
lo lo av Muddy, dirty. 
roj av Kerosene. 
hmoov av Dust, powdery soil. 
av noo noo Damp, moist ground. 
av xuav Loose ground. 
pob av luaj Anthill. 
pob av muas yis tib Anthill. 
nyob saum plua tshauv av On the ashes and the ground 

1. aib A species of bird (tus) . 
2. aib 

aib yab! An exclamation of disgust or impatience. 

aim A word used in cursing (lus dev) . 
ais Initial exclamatory particle. 

Ais, koj yuav hais li cas? Well then, what do you say? 
(Often used in running conversation in much the 
same way as "Well. . . Then. . . I 1 )  . 

aiv To oppress, yoke, seal with a curse (cf. 'khaurn' ) . 
Dab tuaj aiv yus. The spirits come to trouble one. 

aub Dog (tus) (as used in some places; cf. 'dev' which 
is more common) . 

'aub Final exclamatory particle. 
Yuav tau luag dua 'aub! You will have more company! 

auj Exclamatory initial particle. 
Auj, tsis zoo lauj Oh, it is ruined: 
Auj, tsis porn lauj Oh, it has disappeared! 

'auj Final emphatic particle. 
Koj yuav quaj 'auj! You will weep! 
Txhob ua li ko 'auj Stop it! 

1. auv 
Faj suab auv auv It's foggy, misty. 

'auv Final emphatic particle. 
Nws tuaj noj 'auv! He will come to eat! 
Cav mus thiab 'auv! He went after all! 

1. aws Particle used in conversation as an acknowledgement 
of having heard what was said. (As we would say ... Yes...Yes..., etc.) Agreement. 

2. aws 
Mob aws Newcastle disease in poultry. 

3. aws To mark out, identify as one's own. 
"Qab teb peb xub ncaws, nkauj nyab peb xub aws. 'I 

(cf. Incaws' ) . 

eb Initial exclamatory particle. 
Kuv hais tias, "Eb! muaj tus kevcai dabtsi?" I said, 

"Eh! What's going on?" 

1. es Particle used to indicate pause in a flow of speech. 

2. es 
Mes es (tus) Goat (but not used as commonly as 

' mias ias' cf. 'tshis' ) . 
ev To carry on the back (as a child, a basket, etc.) 

(cf. Iris'). 

eeb A saddle. 
Eeb nees Horse saddle. 

2. auv 
txiv mam auv (lub) The pumelo (T) . 



i The former, t h e  one j u s t  seen o r  d e a l t  w i th ,  p rev ious ly .  
t u s  i That one before  ( j u s t  s e e n ) .  
zaum i The former occasion.  
thaum i Previous ly ,  t h e  former time. 

1. i b  Numeral one. 
i b  t u g  One person.  
i b  n t s i s  A moment. 
i b  chim A l i t t l e  while .  
i b  tsam Severa l  hours .  
i b  t x h i j  A l l  t oge the r .  
i b  t x h i a  Some, a  po r t i on .  
i b  s i m  Continuously. 
i b  s i m  nee j  A l i f e t i m e .  
i b  t x h i s  t s i s  kawg Forever. 
( a )  i b  s i m  tom 10s Forever ,  con t inua l ly .  
(b)  i b  10s i b  t x h i s  Forever ,  con t inua l ly .  
i b  s i j  ua To do toge the r .  

2. i b  A cock ' s  comb ( l u b ) .  
i b  qa ib  Cock's comb. 
i b  q a i b  n t sau  A cock ' s  comb t h a t  is  spread ou t  a  b i t .  

3 .  i b  To make excuse, seek t o  escape ob l iga t ion .  
Lawv i b .  They d e l i b e r a t e l y  r e fuse  t o  accept  t h e  charge 

o r  f ace  t h e  i s sue .  

4 .  i b  To lean  a g a i n s t ,  t o  lean  (cf . 'pheeb' . 
5. i b  Idiom f o r  "as  soon as. ' '  

I b  noj  mov txawm mob plab.  A s  soon a s  I had ea ten  I 
had a  tummy ache. 

i a  
l i a j  i a  Lands, t e r i t o r y .  
l i a j  i a  tebchaws F i e l d s  and lands.  

1. i ab  B i t t e r .  

2 .  i a b  
i a b  oo To haze ( c f .  ' f a j  suab ' )  . 

3 .  i ab  p.v. i n t .  joined with ' n t s a . '  
( a )  c i  n t s a  i a b  Br ight  and g l i t t e r i n g .  
(b)  c i  qos i a b  Br ight  and g l i t t e r i n g .  
hauv n t u j  n t s a  i a b  The horizon j u s t  becoming b r i g h t ,  

e a r l y  dawn. 

1. iam A kind of small  p a r r o t  ( t u s ) .  

2 .  iam 
( a )  menyuam mos l i a b  A new baby, very young c h i l d .  
( b )  menyuam iam l i a b  A new baby, very young c h i l d .  

i a s  
mias i a s  ( t u s )  A goa t  (This  term i s  used i n  imi t a t i on  

of t h e  g o a t ' s  cry.  I t  i s  sometimes s a i d  'mes e s . '  
c f .  t s h i s  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  name). 

1. i a v  
piam i a v  A kind of g r a s s  o r  s h o r t  vege ta t ion .  
hav i a v  A grassy  va l l ey .  

2.  i a v  
tsom i a v  (daim) A mir ror .  

o  To swe l l ,  be inflamed. 

1. ob The numeral two. 

2 .  ob 
ob cag Others .  
kwvti j  ob cag peb t x h a i s  A l l  o t h e r s ,  b r e th ren  and 

o u t s i d e r s .  
t e j  moos ob cag People of o t h e r  c i t i e s .  

o j  Exclamatory i n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e .  
Oj, ua li cas?  Oh, how is  t h a t ?  
Oj ,  lawv t a u j  sub Oh, they have come haven ' t  they? 

' o j  F ina l  ques t ion  p a r t i c l e .  
Txaus tsawg l e e j  r is lo]? Enough f o r  how many t o  car ry?  
Txujkum dim ' o j ?  How w i l l  (he)  escape? 

os The duck ( t u s )  . 
'0s F ina l  emphatic p a r t i c l e .  

Tuaj '0s. You've come. 
Pom '0s. I see  it. 
Ua lawm '0s ( I )  have done it. 

'ov  F ina l  emphatic p a r t i c l e .  
Nej s a i b  'ov! You watch! 
Mus ho t u a j  'ov Come again.  

00 
i a b  oo Haze ( c f .  ' f a j  suab '  ) . 



ua j  Exclamatory p a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  pain.  

u  s i a b  Not happy i n  h e a r t ,  d i s s a t i s f i e d  ( c f .  'dhuav s i a b ' ) .  
n t s h a i  u  ko j  s i a b  mentsis  I ' m  a f r a i d  you won't  be 

very happy about it. 

1. ub Extreme l i m i t .  
thaum ub Long ago, way back when. 
pem ub Way up t h e r e  (up t h e  h i l l ,  up no r th )  . 
( a )  t i m  ub Way over  t h e r e  ac ros s  t h e  va l l ey .  
(b )  puag t i m  ub Way over  t h e r e  across  t h e  va l l ey .  

2. ub no ( u n r e s t r i c t e d  p.v. i n t .  c f .  APPENDIX p. 468) . 
( a )  ua ub ua no To do t h i s  and t h a t .  
(b)  ua li ub ua li no To do t h i s  and t h a t .  
h a i s  li ub h a i s  li no To say t h i s  and t h a t .  

us The camel ( t u s )  (T) . 
t u s  t s i a j  us The camel. 

uv To bear  w i th ,  be p a t i e n t  under provocat ion.  
uv t a u s  To be  ab l e  t o  bear  wi th  it. 
ua t i a g  uv To make a  r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  bear  it. 

1. ua To make, t o  do ( i n  c e r t a i n  contexts  ' t o  b e ' ) .  
ua t e b  To make f i e l d s ,  t o  do f i e l d  work. 
ua zoo zoo To do wel l .  
Nws ua t x i v  He is t h e  f a t h e r .  
ua dab To do s p i r i t  rites. 
ua neeb To do s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
( a )  ua ub ua no To do t h i s  and t h a t .  
( b )  us li ub ua li no To do t h i s  and t h a t .  
Ua li lawm Tha t ' s  t h e  way it i s .  ( o r )  Is t h a t  so? 
Ua li ko j  h a i s  J u s t  a s  you say.  
ua s i  To play.  

(Used wi th  c e r t a i n  p .v . i n t .  c f .  APPENDIX 8). 
ua n t i a s  To c a s t  a s ide .  
ua nkauj To come t o  young womanhood. 
ua h l o  To do r i g h t  away. 
ua q u j  qees  To do perserver ingly .  
ua l u a j  (p.v. i n t . )  g r e a t l y ,  very. 

mob ua l u a j  Hurts t e r r i b l y .  
ua zom zaws To do a l l  t oge the r ,  many engaged i n  it. 

2.  ua 
( a )  Ua li cas  Why? How? ( c f .  Icas1 ) . 
(b)  Ua cas  Why? How? (cf . 'casl ) . 

3 .  ua 
ua li no I n  t h i s  way, i n  t h a t  case.  

1. uas Which, t h a t  which. 
t u s  uas The one which. 
thaum uas The time which, when. 

2. uas Sometimes used a s  a  p a r t i c l e  t o  express  pause i n  a  
flow of speech. 

no uas ... e r ,  t h a t  is , . . .  

3 .  uas Completive p a r t i c l e  used t o  express  ind ignat ion .  
ko j  t s is  t e b  d a b t s i  uas! So you won' t  answer! ! 

uav 
mob uav mob ruas  Leprosy (cf . ' ruas ) . 

1. w To s c a t t e r  by overhand throw. 
w noob To s c a t t e r  seed (by overhand throw).  

2 .  w The q u a i l  ( t u s ) .  
noog w The q u a i l .  

wb We two, ( f i r s t  person d u a l  pronoun) . 

uab The crow ( t u s )  . 
uab l a g  A kind of black wild b i r d .  



ca  ( t . c . )  ( c f .  ' c a v ' ) .  

1. cab To lead,  t ake  along ( f o r c i b l y ,  o r  wi th  a rope a s  
an an imal ) .  

cab nees To lead  a horse.  
cab t i bneeg  10s t s e v  Bring him home ( aga ins t  h i s  

i n c l i n a t i o n ) .  

2 .  cab I n t e s t i n a l  o r  abdominal worms ( t u s )  . 
mob p l ab  cab To have i n t e s t i n a l  worms. 

1. cag Roots. 
cag n too  Tree r o o t s .  
nkoj cag Uprooted t r e e .  

2 .  cag 
ob cag Others .  
kwvt i j  ob cag peb t x h a i s  A l l  o t h e r s ,  b r e th ren  and 

o u t s i d e r s .  

c a j  Pe r t a in ing  t o  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t h e  body. 
c a j  pas Throat.  
c a j  dab Neck. 
c a j  t w  Buttocks ( c f .  n t s ag )  (animal o r  human). 
c a j  npab The arm (upper) . 
( a )  c a j  ntswm The br idge  of t h e  nose. 
(b )  t x i v  c a j  ntswm The br idge  of t h e  nose. 
c a j  qaum The backbone. 
c a j  qwb The depress ion  a t . t h e  back of t h e  neck. 

ua t u v  t x i a s  tom c a j  qwb Like a louse  b i t i n g  
the  back of my neck ( t a l k i n g  behind my back) .  

h a i s  nraum c a j  qwb Talking behind one ' s  back. 

1. cam To argue,  d i s ag ree  ( con t r  .' cav) . 
s i b  cam To argue toge ther .  
cam thawj To disobey,  no t  l i s t e n  t o  au tho r i t y .  
txhob cam txhob cha j  Don't  be stubborn and bul lheaded.  

2 .  cam 
Log cam A chopping block ( l u b ) .  

1. cas  Why? How? ( i n  combination wi th  o the r  words) .  
( a )  Ua li cas? Why? How? 
(b)  Ua cas Why? How? 
ua li cas  ua? How i s  it done o r  made? 
Ua li cas  yuav mus? Why go? 
Yuav ua li cas  mus? How s h a l l  we go? 
Ua li cas  nws tsis l o s ?  Why h a s n ' t  he come? 
Mob ua li cas  t u a j ?  How d i d  t h e  i l l n e s s  s t a r t ?  
Ua li cas  k u j  yog Whichever way is  a l l  r i g h t  with me. 

2 .  cas  A kind of venerea l  d i s ease .  
( a )  mob yeeg To have venerea l  d i s ease  wi th  pussy 

d ischarge .  
(b)  mob cas  To have venerea l  d i s ease  wi th  pussy 

d ischarge .  

1. cav To argue ho t ly  ( con t r .  'cam') .  
s i b  cav To argue h o t l y  toge ther .  

2 .  cav 
hemcav ( lub )  A boa t  o r  s h i p  ( s e l f -p rope l l ed )  . 

3 .  cav A f r e e  log  ( c f .  ' c a t )  ( t . c . )  
cav taws A l o g  of firewood. 
hauv qab ca  Under t h e  log. 
chaws qab ca  Went under t h e  log.  
cav cos The beam of t h e  foot -mi l l  f o r  pounding r i c e .  

4 .  cav High language f o r  going t o  a k ing ,  e t c .  
cav txog Huabtais Took it t o  t h e  r u l e r ,  committed t o  

t he  r u l e r .  

5. cav I n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  s u r p r i s e  ( c f .  'ua c i a v ' ) .  
Cav tuag  t h i a b  'auv!' (You mean) he d ied?  
Cav mus t h i a b  'auv! He went?? 

c a i  Law, r u l e ,  custom. 
kevcai  Rules, laws ( t x o j )  . 
tsis paub c a i  Doesn ' t  know t h e  laws o r  customs. 
t s i s  muaj c a i  There i s  no law t o  back (him) up. 
t s a  c a i  ' t h e  case s t ands '  (terms used i n  l i t i g a t i o n ) .  
qhau c a i  ' t h e  case  f a l l s '  
ua cuav c a i  To f a l s e l y  accuse, r a i s e  a case  on no 

grounds. 

1. c a i j  To r i d e .  
c a i j  nees To r i d e  a horse .  
c a i j  t sheb  mus To go by  veh ic l e .  

2 .  c a i j  An age,  epoch, season ( l u b ) .  
lub  c a i j  n t u j  Season of t h e  year .  
lub c a i j  n t u j  no The cold season. 
lub c a i j  n t u j  10s nag The ra iny  season. 
lub c a i j  n t u j  qhua The dry season. 
t av  c a i j  sawvdaws mus t e b  10s A t  t h e  time when 

everyone comes home from the  f i e l d s .  

1. c a i s  To sepa ra t e  from. 
c a i s  t s e g  To banish.  
c a i s  m i s  To wean. 
c a i s  npho To s e p a r a t e ,  each go h i s  own way. 

2 .  c a i s  Shortened and e a s i e r  way of saying "ua li cas"  
Koj c a i s  yuav ua l i ?  Why do you do t h a t ?  



c a i v  P roh ib i t i on ,  r u l e ,  s p e c i a l  observance, taboo. 
hnub c a i v  A day of s p e c i a l  observance. 
T s i s  c a iv?  You have no taboo? ( today) 

(common r ep ly  t o  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  e n t e r  a  house) 

cau 
khaus cau " i t chy  hands," of a  person who must always 

be up t o  some mischief o r  e v i l .  

caub 
Rob caub To seek revenge, t o  avenge ( c f .  l pau j ' )  . 

1. caug The knees. 
( a )  qhau hauvcaug To kneel .  
(b)  txhos caug To kneel .  
kim caug To knee l  on one knee. 

2 .  caug (numeral f o r  t e n s ,  t . c .  from 'caum,' cf ' c aum ' ) .  

cau j  Early-bearing (of c rops ,  animals ,  e t c .  ) ( con t r .  ' t a j  ) . 
pobkws cau j  Early corn. 
hniav cauj  Early t oo th .  
npua cauj  A p i g  t h a t  bears  young twice a  year .  

I. caum To chase ,  run a f t e r  t o  ca t ch ,  t o  ca tch .  
caum t a u  lawm Caught (him). 

2. caum Numeral f o r  t ens  from 30 onward (bu t  c f .  'caug' ) (t  , c .  ) 
peb caug Th i r ty .  
xya caum Seventy. 
r a u  caum Six ty .  
t s i b  caug F i f t y .  

3 .  caurn 
n o j  peb caug ( t . c . )  To ' e a t  t h e  30th '  i . e .  t o  e a t  

t he  New Year f e a s t .  

1. caus A knot ( l ub )  ( a  s o l i d  knot ,  no t  a  s l ip -knot .  c f .  
' rhaus l  ) . 

l ub  pob caus A knot.  

2. caus A knot  i n  a  t r e e  ( l u b ) .  

1. caw 
d e j  caw Another way of say ing  'cawv' Whisky. 

2. caw 
caw t a i ,  To c a l l  t h e  ' t a i l  s p i r i t .  

cawj A kind of t r e e  ( t u s ) .  

cawm To save ,  t o  rescue (C )  . 
cawmseej ( t u s )  Savior  ( C ) .  
cawm dim To save ,  t o  e f f e c t  r e l e a s e .  

1. caws Crouched, s h r i v e l l e d ,  t i gh t ened  l i k e  a sp r ing .  
caws ceg Knees bent  up. 
caws t e s  'Withered'  hand. 
caws vos A l l  crouched toge ther .  
( a )  t ibneeg  caws caws A hunchback. 
(b)  t ibneeg  khoov khoov A hunchback. 

2. caws 
Caws p l i a v  A s c a r .  

3 .  caws 
( a )  caws q i a  To leap .  
(b) caws q i a  n t s o s  To leap .  
(c)  dh i a  caws q i a  To leap .  

4 .  caws To t r u s s  up ( a s  t y i n g  a  p i g ' s  four  l egs  t oge the r )  . 
5. caws 

t u s  quam y e j  caws Tr igger  f o r  a  type of d e a d f a l l  t r a p .  

6 .  caws 
( a )  muab t x i a v  n r e e j  To sever  two p a r t s  of a  

s p l i t  log.  
(b)  muab caws n r e e j  To sever  two p a r t s  of a  s p l i t  log. 

cawv Whisky ( c l f .  'txaum ' f o r  "batches")  . 
qaug cawv Drunk. 
v w m  cawv Crazy drunk. 
cawv nplaum Sweet, p a r t i a l l y  fermented g lu t inous  r i c e  

ea t en  a s  a  de l icacy .  Non-intoxicating. 

c e  To l i f t  from a  running source  i n t o  a  v e s s e l  ( c f . ' h a i s 8 ) .  
ce  d e j  To d i p  water (from a  s t r eam) .  

ceb Dir ty  (of t h e  f a c e ) .  
ceb muag Dir ty  f ace  ( c f .  Itxab, ' 'vuab t suab '  ) . 

1. ceg Leg, limb, branch ( c l f .  ' txhais '  o f  ' s ab '  f o r  l e g s )  . 
i b  t x h a i s  ceg One leg .  
ceg n too  Tree branch o r  limb. 
ceg hiavtxwv A branch ( l e g )  of t h e  s ea .  
plaub ceg n tu j .  The fou r  branches of t h e  heavens 

every d i r e c t i o n  ( c f .  'xwm fab  pua j  meeml ) . 
ceg tawv Lame l e g .  
ua ceg tawv mus To hop along. 

2. ceg Cl f .  f o r  l eng ths  o r  s e c t i o n s  of a  journey, e t c .  

3 .  ceg s i b  ceg (c f .  bem' ) . 
c e j  A kind of g ra in .  



1. cern To sco ld ,  t o  cu r se ,  r e v i l e .  
s i b  ceg To sco ld  one another ,  curse  each o the r .  
cern txhom To sco ld  f i e r c e l y .  
cern tawg nth0 To sco ld  loudly.  
cern qees Kept sco ld ing .  
l o j  xov cern huvsi  To sco ld  t h e  whole bunch f o r  

one man' s f a u l t .  
( a )  ua i b  t og  cern A l l  ganging up toge the r  t o  sco ld  

a  person. 
(b )  ua i b  nqag cern A l l  ganging up toge ther  t o  sco ld  

a  person. 

2 .  cern 
cern quav Cons t ipa t ion .  

3. cern 
phua cern p h i j  To s p l i t  (boards)  o f f  t he  s i d e  of a  

log r a t h e r  than through t h e  middle. 

4 .  cern One's s e l f  ( C ) .  
Kuvcemcev ua I d i d  it myself. 

1. ces  Leg (but  c f .  'ceg'  ) . 
ces  nees Leg of a  horse.  
ces  npua Leg of a  p ig .  
ces  nyuj Leg of a  cow. 
( t he se  a r e  sometimes a l s o  s a i d  ' c e g ' ) .  

2.  ces  I n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e  used a t  t h e  beginning of sentences 
t o  ca r ry  forward the  ac t ion .  S imi la r  t o  "And.. ." 

3. ces  Shor te r  and e a s i e r  way of saying ' ua  li c a s '  ( c f .  ' c a s t  
a l s o  c f .  'cais .  ' ) 

Koj ces  yuav ua l i ?  Why do you do t h a t ?  

1. cev Body, t runk ,  main frame ( lub )  . 
kuv lub  cev My body. 
cev ntoo Tree t runk .  
daws cev To give b i r t h .  
nchuav cev To a b o r t ,  miscarry. 
khuv cev Scanty menstruat ion.  
yawg cev To menstruate  (cf  . 'co j  khaubncaws 9 ) 

2 .  cev C l f .  f o r  s u i t s  of c lo th ing .  

3. cev To l i f t  o r  r a i s e  something t o  a  h igher  l e v e l .  
cev t e s  ua To r a i s e  t h e  hand t o  do something. 
cev rau  nws Hand it up t o  him. 

4 .  cev One's s e l f  (C) . 
cemcev ua To do myself.  

1. ceeb 
ceeb la j  Trouble, troublesome. 
kev ceebla j  Trouble. 

2 .  ceeb To be t e n s e ,  f r i gh t ened ,  s t a r t l e d .  
ceeb fa j  To be a l e r t ,  watch wi th  ca re  ( a s  f o r  robbe r s ) .  
ceebtoom To warn. 
ceeb nkaus S t a r t l e d ,  muscular spasm, tenseness  

( c f .  'huam tshom ' ) . 
3. ceeb 

lem ceeb Lengthwise r a f t e r  of a  house. 

4 .  ceeb 
ceebthawj Weight, heaviness ( i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l i t t l e  

ch i ld ren .  con t r .  'hnyav' which i s  n o t  p o l i t e  
i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ) .  

5. ceeb 
h a i s  l u s  tseem ceeb To speak what i s  important .  

6 .  ceeb A headband ( t x o j  ) . 
sivceeb ( ' t h o o j '  f o r  s e t s )  The Hmong woman's var iega ted  

headband. 

7 .  ceeb 
ceeb t s h e e j  The Hmong abode of t h e  dead. 

c e e j  A kind of animal whose o f f a l  can be gathered and 
used f o r  medicine ( t u s ) .  

1. ceem To temper metal .  

2 .  ceem 
muaj ceem Has s t r eng th .  

1. ceev Tight  (C) . 
2 .  ceev Tense (as  of a  t ense  s i t u a t i o n ) .  

tebchaws ceev ceev The country is  t ense  (with danger ) .  

3. ceev Swif t ly  (of running, of veh ic l e s  i n  motion). 

4 .  ceev Forcibly.  
h a i s  ceev Speak f o r c i b l y  ( con t r  . ' h a i s  xoob ' ) . 
h a i s  ceev nrooj  Speak wi th  convic t ion ,  e a r n e s t l y .  

5. ceev 
yomceev Important ( C ) .  

6 .  ceev 
ceev ceev nchi  nchi  F l a t u l e n t ,  f e e l i n g  of abdominal 

t i g h t n e s s  without  having ea ten .  

7 .  ceev Be concerned about ( i n  a  l im i t ed  c o n t e x t ) .  
nyias  ceev ny ia s  li Let each look a f t e r  h i s  own 

i n t e r e s t s .  



8 .  ceev To s t o r e  up.  
l u b  t s e v  ceev nyia j  A bank (c f  . ' c i a '  ) . 

1. c i  Bright ,  b r i l l i a n t  ( con t r .  ' c i g '  ) . 
c i  vus A g r e a t  b r igh tnes s  i n  one p l ace  ( c f .  ' v o g ' ) .  
c i  np las  An expanse of  b r igh tnes s .  
c i  vog c i  vog Flashing ( c f .  l i g h t n i n g ) .  
( a )  c i  n t s a  i a b  Br ight  and g l i t t e r i n g .  
(b )  c i  qos i a b  Bright  and g l i t t e r i n g .  

2 .  c i  To t o a s t  (over o r  bes ide  a  f i r e ,  n o t  i n  a  v e s s e l )  
( c f .  ' t xh i ab '  ) . 

3 .  c i  
c i l u  Kilogram (T) . 

4 .  c i  
t x u j c i ,  t u s  t x u j  t u s  c i  ( c f .  ' t xu j  ' Def in i t i on  No. 2 )  . 

1. c i b  
thwvcib ( l ub )  A b r i c k .  

2 .  c i b  
c ib l aug  ( lub )  An open baske t  f o r  ca r ry ing  ea r th ,  

r e fuse ,  e t c .  

3 .  c i b  
sabc ib  ( l ub )  A basket- type r i c e  s t r a i n e r .  

c i g  Alight ,  t o  be a l i g h t  ( con t r  . ' c i  ' ) . 
hluavtaws c i g  Light  of a  f i r e .  
f a i v f u a j  c i g  The f l a s h l i g h t  i s  l i g h t e d .  
c i g  plaws To flame up. 

c i  j  
s i a b  c i j  Impatient ,  quick-tempered ( C )  . 

1. cim To remember, memorize ( C )  ( c f .  ' n c o ' ) .  
cim t a u  To remember. 
cimxeeb The memory, power of  memory (C)  . 

2 .  cirn A mark, s e a l ,  stamp ( l u b )  . 
ntaus  i b  l ub  cirn To make a  mark of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

3 cim C l f .  f o r  seasons of o r  ' t u r n s '  o f  work. 
daim t e b  ua i b  cim xwb F ie ld  only worked one season.  
ntov i b  cirn ntoo F e l l  t r e e s  one season.  

1. c i a  To p u t  a s ide ,  pu t  down, pu t  away, s t o r e .  
Muab c i a .  Put i t  a s i d e .  

2 .  c i a  To al low, permit  ( c f .  'kheev ' ) . 
Cia nws ua nws li. Let him do a s  he l i k e s .  
Cia nws mus. Let him go. 
Cia li lawm. Let it go a t  t h a t .  
tshwj c i a  Put  a s i d e  f o r  d i sposa l .  
Cia nws t u a j .  Let him come. 
( c f .  'Kheev nws t u a j l  I f  only he would come. ) 

c i a b  Wax made by i n s e c t s .  
( a )  c i ab  mem A s t i c k y  kind of i n s e c t  wax used a s  

an adhesive on t h e  t i p  of t he  crossbow t o  hold 
t h e  arrow i n  pos i t i on .  

(b)  kua c i a b  A s t i c k y  kind of i n s e c t  wax used a s  
an adhesive on t h e  t i p  of t h e  crossbow t o  hold 
t h e  arrow i n  pos i t i on .  

1. c i a ]  Al ive ,  l i v i n g .  
( a )  c i a j  s i a v  Alive. 
(b)  ua c i a j  Alive.  
neeg c i a j  A l i v i n g  person. 
tsis  c i a j  nca ig  Won't s u s t a i n  f i r e ,  won' t  produce 

l i v i n g  coa l s .  
Plaub qa ib  ts is  c i a j  ncaig.  You d o n ' t  g e t  l i v e  coa l s  

from chicken f ea the r s .  ( i . e .  " I t  w i l l  come 
t o  nothing.  " )  

2 .  c i a j  Tongs, p l i e r s  ( r ab )  . 
Muab rab c i a j  t a i s .  Hold it wi th  t h e  p l i e r s .  

3 .  c i a j  
c i a j  i b  nceeg v a j  To e s t a b l i s h  a  dynasty o r  kingdom. 

4 .  c i a j  A boundary ( c f .  ' k a i j  kiaml ) . 
( a )  k i a j  kiam Boundary. 
(b)  c i a j  ciam Boundary. 
(Note: ' k i a j  kiam' is used more commonly b u t  ' c i a j  

ciam' i s  a l s o  understood.)  

ciam A boundary, a  d i v i s i o n  ( t u s ) .  
t u s  ciam A boundary l i n e .  
ciam t eb  A f i e l d  boundary. 
s i b  puas ciam To have a  common boundary. 
ua ciam t e b  To d iv ide  off  f i e l d s .  
( a )  c i a j  ciam Boundary. 
( b )  k i a j  kiam Boundary. 
(Note: ' k i a j  kiam' i s  used more commonly.) 

1. c i a v  
c i a v  d e j  A water  l i n e  ( t u s )  , trough (Made of bamboo 

o r  palm lengths  s e t  on pos t s  and pu t  end t o  end 
t o  b r ing  water  from a  s t r eam) .  

2 .  c i a v  
nas c i a v  The Zebra S q u i r r e l  ( t u s )  . 



c i a v  To persecute .  
Txhob muab kuv c i av  Don't persecute  me. 

c i a v  Used with ' u a '  ( o r  a s  a  s i n g l e  s y l l a b l e )  t o  
express  something unexpected. "How i s  i t ? "  
c f .  ' ua  c a s '  

Ua c i a v  koj  t u a j ?  How i s  it  t h a t  you have come? 
Ciav t s i s  pom l i x ?  How is  it t h a t  I c a n ' t  s e e  i t ?  
( a l s o  c f .  ' cav '  I n  some contexts  t h e  meaning i s  

c lo se  t o  'txawmsis' J u s t  then ,  s o . )  

co To shake, t o  sway, t o  quake, t o  move t o  and f r o .  
co t e s  TO shake t h e  hand, t o  beckon with t h e  hand. 

( c f .  'Ntxuaj t e b '  ) . 
co People of t h e  Yao ' t r i b e .  

co  
p0j  co ( l ub )  The common e a r r i n g  worn by Hmong women. 

cob To teach t o  behave, t o  t r a i n  ( a  c h i l d  o r  an imal ) .  
Lawv t s i s  cob menyuam. They d o n ' t  t r a i n  t h e i r  ch i ld ren  

t o  obey. 

cob S t i c k l a c ,  black l a c  r e s i n  used as  a  base f o r  s h e l l a c  
and varn ish .  Used by the  Hmong t o  cement handles 
t o  kn i f e  b lades .  

cob 
cob s i a v  npua Said i n  o f f e r i n g  whisky t o  a  s p i r i t  

a s  r ep re sen t ing  t h e  l i f e  of a  p i g  t o  be k i l l e d  
and offere,d. ( con t r .  ' t x a i s '  ) . 

cog To p l a n t ,  i n s e r t .  
cog n p l e j  To p l a n t  r i c e .  
cog hniav To ' f i t '  f a l s e  t e e t h .  

cog To promise, swear (as used i n  Laos) . 
cog l u s  To promise, swear. 
ntawv cog l u s  Writ ten covenant, agreement. 

cog ( t . c . )  ( c f .  ' c o s ' ) .  

c o j  To l ead ,  guide,  b r i n g  along ( a s  persons)  . 
Kuv yuav c o j  kuv t u s  t ub  t u a j .  I ' l l  b r ing  my son. 

c o j  To wear ( a s  jewelry on t h e  neck, arms, e t c . ) .  
c o j  rawv To wear o r  hold t i g h t l y .  

c o j  To jo in  ( a s  a  group o r  an o rgan iza t ion ) .  

c o j  To bear  a s  a  message. 
co j  l u s  To bear  a  message ( c f .  'xa l u s '  ) . 
c o j  xov To bea r  news o r  t i d i n g s .  

5. co j  
co j  khaubncaws To menstruate (c f  . 'yawg khaubncaws ') . 

1. com 
com cum To make f i e l d s  i n  another  a r ea  i n  prepara t ion  

t o  move t h e r e  another  year .  

2 .  corn 
com viab  Croaked, d e c e i t f u l  ( c f .  ' l i m  h i a m ' ) .  
neeg com viab A d e c e i t f u l  person,  one who goes back 

on agreements, e t c .  (cf . 'khibl ) . 
s i a b  com viab  A d e c e i t f u l  h e a r t .  
neeg zoo p h i j  Sam s i a b  com viab  Hypocrites (good 

s k i n  wi th  a  d e c e i t f u l  crooked h e a r t ) .  

1. cos Treadmill f o r  de-husking r i c e .  ( l u b ) .  
qhov cos The bowl of t h e  r i c e  t r eadmi l l .  
tuav cos To work t h e  t r eadmi l l .  
nce j  cog The pos t s  of the  t r eadmi l l .  
cav cos The beam of t h e  t r eadmi l l .  
dauj  cog The p e s t l e  of t h e  t r eadmi l l .  
taw cos The f o o t  end of t h e  t r eadmi l l .  
nqos cos The crossbeam of t he  t r eadmi l l .  
d e j  cog Rice pounding m i l l  run by water .  
t u s  niam hauvpaus cos The woman i n  charge of pounding 

t h e  r i c e  f o r  a  fune ra l  f e a s t .  

2 .  cos A bud. 
cos p a j  Flower bud. 

3. cos A bir thmark ( l ub )  (except  on t h e  f a c e ,  c f .  ' t i a s ' ) .  

4 .  cos A wart .  
mob cos Warts. 

5. cos The f i r i n g  cap of  a  c a r t r i d g e .  
cos ntawv A f i r i n g  cap. 

1. cov A c l a s s ,  group, k ind ,  bunch ( c f .  'yam' ) . 
cov t ibneeg  People. 
cov no This kind.  
cov ntoo Trees,  f o r e s t .  
i b  co neeg One c l a s s  of people. 

2 .  cov To pour i n t o .  
cov d e j  To pour water  i n t o .  

3 .  cov Elephant '  s t runk ,  probosc is .  
covtxwv Elephant ' s  t r unk ,  proboscis .  

4 .  cov Of words d i f f i c u l t  t o  say o r  enuncia te .  
l u s  cov D i f f i c u l t  words, tw i s t ed  language. 



1 coob Many, numerous, crowded. 
t i b n e e g  coob coob A m u l t i t u d e ,  a  crowd. 
neeg coob nphoo n t x o j  nphoo n txuas  A very  l a r g e  

crowd, a  huge m u l t i t u d e .  

2 .  coob A s p e c i e s  o f  b i r d  ( t u s )  . 
c o o j  A r o o s t ,  coop f o r  c h i c k e n s  o r  fowl ( l u b ) .  

l u b  c o o j  q a i b  Chicken r o o s t .  
q a i b  ncawg coo j  Chickens come t o  r o o s t .  

1. cub A f i r e ,  f i r e  conf ined  t o  one p l a c e  ( c f .  'h luavtaws ' ) . 
cub hluavtaws Furnace,  l a r g e  f i r e .  
qhov cub The cooking f i r e p l a c e  i n  Hmonq home. 
cub tawg Large f i r e .  

2 .  cub To s team.  
cub mov To s team r i c e  i n  a  s t eamer .  

3 .  cub 
t x i a j  cub,  t x i a j  n p l i v  Two k i n d s  of Indo-Chinese 

c o i n s  used by t h e  Hmong f o r  d e c o r a t i o n .  

cug To c o l l e c t  i n  a  v e s s e l .  
cug d e j  To c o l l e c t  w a t e r  i n  a v e s s e l  ( b u c k e t ,  e t c . )  

from a  runn ing  source .  
cug n y i a j  To c o l l e c t  money ( i n  a  box,  bag ,  e t c . )  

1. c u j  
l o j  c u j  Shack le ,  a n k l e  r i n g .  

2 .  c u j  
xabcuj  A t r i p o d  ( l u b )  ( C ) .  

1. cum c l f .  f o r  a  group,  a  s i d e .  
ob cum Two s i d e s ,  two gro,ups,  two c l a n s .  

2 .  cum 
com cum To make f i e l d s  i n  a n o t h e r  a r e a  i n  p repara -  

t i o n  t o  move t h e r e  l a t e r .  

3 .  cum 
( a )  thob  f a b  The f o u n d a t i o n  beams o f  a  house.  
( b )  t i m  cum The founda t ion  beams of  a  house.  

1. cus  Of a  person who t a l k s  a  l o t  and t a l k s  l o u d l y ,  
v i r i l e ,  a c t i v e ;  a  ' s p i r i t e d '  animal  o r  person.  

2 .  cus  Of an animal t h a t  c r i e s  loud and o f t e n .  

1. cua The wind ( c l f .  ' t w '  o r  'nthwv' f o r  g u s t s ) .  
cua  t shuab  The wind blows. 
cua n t a b  saud lawm The wind sweeps over  above. 
cua moj lwg A g r e a t  wind ( p o e t i c a l ) .  
nag xob nag cua  A s to rm,  tempest .  
cua  moj lwg x i b  kaw A g r e a t  wind ( p o e t i c a l ) .  
khauv zeeg cua A whir lwind.  
hav cua The a i r ,  t h e  atmosphere.  
cua d a j  cua  dub Bad wind, s to rm.  

2 .  cua 
cua  nab The earthworm ( t u s ) .  

3 .  cua To b i t e  ha rd  on something. 

1. cuab A f ami ly  ( C ) .  
( a )  i b  cuab t i b n e e g  One fami ly .  
( b )  i b  cuab neeg One fami ly .  
tuam cuab ( C )  everyone.  
ua twb cuab To l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  s i n g l e  f a m i l y ,  

s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r .  
f a i b  cuab To d i v i d e  house ,  s e p a r a t e  households .  
neeg k i b  cuab One who s t a y s  c l o s e  t o  home and c a r e s  

f o r  h i s  own b u s i n e s s .  

2 .  cuab 
( a )  cuabyeej  ( l u b )  A l l  t h e  goods of t h e  household,  

household equipment and u t e n s i l s ,  (hence)  
i n h e r i t a n c e .  

( h )  cuabtam A l l  t h e  goods of t h e  household,  household 
equipment and u t e n s i l s ,  (hence)  i n h e r i t a n c e .  

( c )  c u a b t i v  A l l  t h e  goods of t h e  household,  household 
equipment and u t e n s i l s ,  (hence)  i n h e r i t a n c e .  

( a )  cuabyeej  toomtxeem The household goods,  t h e  
i n h e r i t a n c e .  

( b )  cuabyeej  cuabtam The household goods,  t h e  
i n h e r i t a n c e .  

n y i a s  ceev n y i a s  li cuabyee j  Le t  each a t t e n d  t o  h i s  
own a f f a i r s  (household)  . 

( a )  cuabyee j  T o o l s ,  equipment ,  u t e n s i  1s. 
( b )  cuabxwm T o o l s ,  equipment,  u t e n s i l s .  
( a )  l u b  cuab l u b  y i g  Tools ,  equipment,  u t e n s i l s .  
( b )  l u b  cuabtam T o o l s ,  equipment,  u t e n s i l s .  
i b  l u b  c u a b t i v  cuabtam One household and a l l  t h e  

goods p e r t a i n i n g  t o  i t .  
koom t x a i s  i b  l u b  cuabtaln To r e c e i v e  one j o i n t  

i n h e r i t a n c e .  
t s h o b  cuahtam To d i s r u p t  and s c a t t e r  t h e  fami ly  

and household.  
tshawb cuahtam To p i l l a g e ,  d e s t r o y  and breakup 

t h e  household.  



3. cuab To t r a p ,  sna re ,  e n t r a p ,  ensnare.  
cuab noog To t r a p  b i r d s .  
tawb cuab n t s e s  A woven f i s h  t r a p .  
cuab nas A r a t  t r a p ,  t o  t r a p  r a t s .  

4 .  cuab To make a  t r a p  o r  snare .  
cuab n tx iab  To make t r a p  wi th  a  l i t h e  springy sap l ing  

( c f .  ' n t x i a b ' )  . 
5. cuab To c a l l  animals o r  b i r d s ,  of animals and b i r d s  

c a l l i n g  t h e i r  young. 
cuab y a j  To c a l l  sheep. 
cuab npua To c a l l  p ig s .  
qa ib  cuab menyuam Hen c lucks  t o  c a l l  her  chicks.  

6 .  cuab To lay  hold o f ,  conform t o .  
cuab lub  hauvpaus To lay  hold of t he  roo t  of t h ings ,  

grasp the  essence o r  p r i n c i p l e .  

7.  cuab The quava. 
t x i v  cuab t h o j  The guava ( l u b ) .  

8 .  cuab 
cuab xeeb puj  teem ( C )  In  confusion and unce r t a in ty .  
us t u s  cuab xeeb puj  teem Of one who d o e s n ' t  know 

what t o  do. Espec ia l ly  i n  cases  of d i spu te  
where t he  dec i s ion  seems unacceptable and t h e  
person i s  confused about t h e  outcome. 

9 .  cuab 
t u s  cuab t s a v  The 'mas ter '  of t h e  s p i r i t  r i t e s  a t  

a  f u n e r a l ,  respons ib le  f o r  sending food t o  t h e  
deceased toge the r  with t h e  l i f e -va lue  of t h e  
animals s a c r i f i c e d .  

1. cuag To reach t o ,  extend t o .  
cuag nkaus To reach t o .  
muab t s i s  cuag Can ' t  reach ( t o  g r a s p ) .  
cev ts is  cuag Can ' t  reach ( t o  hand t o ) .  
zoo ts is  cuag Not a s  good a s  (no t  reaching t o  s tandard . )  

2 .  cuag To meet with.  
s i b  cuag To meet t oge the r .  
Peb yuav rov s i b  cuag We w i l l  meet again.  

1. cua j  The number n ine .  

2.  cua j  
cuajkhaum Greedy, s e l f i s h  ( c f .  ' q i a  d u b ' ) .  

1. cuam The gibbon ( t u s )  . 

2 .  cuam To p re s s  t oge the r  i n  a frame o r  rack o r  between 
two s t r i p s  of wood, e t c .  

cuam nplooj  TO f i t  l eaves  i n t o  bamboo lengths  f o r  
use i n  roof ing .  

cuam nqeeb To so  f i x  g ra s s  i n t o  lengths  f o r  t ha t ch .  

3 .  cuam c l f .  f o r  l eng ths  of t ha t ch  o r  roof ing  leaves .  
i b  cuam nplooj  A l ength  of roof ing  leaves.  

4 .  cuam To throw underhanded. 
cuam t s e g  To throw away (underhanded). 

5. cuam To c l a sp  under t he  arm. 
cuam rawv To c l a sp  t i g h t l y  under t h e  arm. 

6 .  cuam To make a  b i g  f i r e ,  p i l e  up f o r  a  f i r e .  
cuam taws To make a  b i g  f i r e .  
cuam taws muab hlawv P i l e  up wood and s e t  f i r e  t o  it. 

7 .  cuam 
cuamtawv nees To ca r ry  frame which f i t s  over  t h e  

pack saddle  on a  horse.  

8 .  cuam 
cuamtxwv npua ( t u s )  A half-grown c a s t r a t e d  p ig .  

9. cuam 
pabcuam To h e l p ,  a s s i s t .  

10. cuam 
tebchaws cuam cuam kawb A country of h i l l s  and 

va l l eys  c lo se  t oge the r .  

11. cuam 
cuam koob ( r o o j )  A type  of t r a p  t o  catch rodents ,  

e t c .  ( c f .  ' r o o j ' ) .  

1 2 .  cuam 
muab cuam cuab To pu t  i n  a  s tock ,  t o  en t rap .  

13. cuam 
txham cuam Of animals g e t t i n g  water  i n  t he  windpipe. 

14. cuam 
cuam muas Doesn ' t  meet proper ly ,  e .g .  i n  c u t t i n g  a  

t r e e  one c u t  s l a n t e d  and the  o t h e r  s t r a i g h t .  

15. cuam 'phijcuam' Cf. ' p h i j '  

cuas 
yawg cuas Father  of my s o n ' s  wife ( o r )  f a t h e r  of 

my daughter ' s husband. 
poj  cuag ( t . c . )  Mother of my son ' s  wife ( o r )  mother 

of my daugh te r ' s  husband. 



1. cuav Coun te r f e i t ,  f a l s e .  
t x i a j  ntawv cuav Coun te r f e i t  paper money. 
xibhwb cuav Fa lse  t e ache r s .  
ua cuav c a i  To f a l s e l y  accuse. 

2 .  cuav To v i s i t  around 
cuav zos To v i s i t  around t h e  v i l l a g e  ( c f .  ' y o s ' ) .  

3 .  cuav 
cuav qaub Of no account ,  u se l e s s .  
l u s  cuav qaub Lying, untrustworthy language. 

cw A l o b s t e r  o r  prawn ( t u s ) .  

cwg Lub y i s  cwg kua muag ( c f .  ' y i s ' ) .  

1. cwj A sharp  po in ted  s t i c k  ( t u s )  . 
N w s  t x i a v  cwj 10s n r i g  He c u t  a  s t i c k  t o  use a s  

a  cane. 
cwj n r i g  ( t u s )  A rod ,  a  s t i c k .  
rab  cwj A c ru t ch  o r  s t i c k  used by a  lame man. 

2 .  cwj 
cwjmen ( t u s )  A pen f o r  w r i t i n g .  
twb cwjmem To lower t h e  pen t o  w r i t e .  
tshem cwjmem To l i f t  t h e  pen. 

3. cwj 
cwj t s i a g  The t r i g g e r  of a  t r a p .  

4 .  cwj 
cw jpwm ( t u s )  Example, manner o f ,  custom, p r a c t i c e ,  

manner of walk. 

CH - 
cha ( t . c . )  ( c f .  ' c h a v ' ) .  

1. chab 
khawv chab Songs ( c f .  'kwv t x h i a j ' ) .  

2 .  chab 
s i b  chab s i b  chua To grab back and f o r t h  a s  i n  

f i g h t i n g  f o r  something. 

3. chab 
s i b  chab s i b  chaws To go over  and under r epea t ed ly .  

cha j  
txhob cam txhob cha j  Don't be bullheaded. Don' t  

be s tubborn i n  purposely r e fu s ing  t o  obey. 

1. chav A room. 
chav t s e v  A room. 
chav t s e v  pw A bedroom. 

2 .  chav c l f .  f o r  rooms. 
r au  chav t s e v  S i x  rooms. 
i b  cha t s e v  One room ( t . c .  ) 

3 .  chav A kind of s n a r e  f o r  c a t ch ing  smal l  animals o r  
b i r d s  
c l f .  ' r o o j '  ( c f .  ' r o o j ' ) .  

cuab chav To make such a  s n a r e  o r  t r a p .  

1. cha i s  To shave. 
c h a i s  taubhau To shave t h e  head. 
c h a i s  hwjtxwv To shave t h e  beard .  

2 .  cha i s  To s l i c e  o f f  ( a s  vege tab les  f o r  cooking) .  

chaub To crawl on t he  b e l l y .  
chaub laug  To crawl on one ' s  b e l l y  ( a s  of s o l d i e r s  

sneaking up on an enemy). 
chaub l aug  mus To go by crawling a s  descr ibed  above. 

1. chaw P lace ,  reg ion  ( l ub )  . 
chaw pw Sleeping p l ace ,  bed. 
i b  lub chaw One p l ace .  
qhovtxhiachaw Things,  a r t i c l e s .  
chaw chim Cause f o r  ha t r ed  o r  enmity. 
tebchaws ( t . c . 1  Country , s t a t e  ( c l f .  ' l u b '  ) . 

2 .  chaw C l f .  f o r  l engths  of c l o t h .  
( a l s o  c f .  ' chaws ' ) .  



1. chawj 
chawj r o v  qab 10s To seek  t o  r e c o n c i l e ,  t o  go 

and b r i n g  someone back a f t e r  a q u a r r e l .  

2 .  chawj 
c h i b  chawj p u a j  l i a m  To do p o o r l y ,  do s l o p p i l y  ( C )  
c f .  ' u a  dab ua t u a g '  ( o r )  ' u a  xya chawj yim l i a m '  

1. chaws To p a s s  through an opening.  
chaws qab c a  To go under t h e  l o g .  
s i b  chab s i b  chaws To go over  and under  r e p e a t e d l y .  
N w s  chaws np lho  mus hauv t s e v .  He 'ducked '  i n t o  t h e  

house.  En te red  t h e  house q u i c k l y .  

2 .  chaws 
r a b  chaws l a s  The meta l  rod used i n  making h o l e s  

i n  wood a f t e r  h e a t i n g  i n  a  f i r e .  

3. chaws 
tebchaws Country ,  s t a t e  ( l u b )  c f .  'chaw' ( t . c . 1  

4 .  chaws 
i b  chaws n taub  A l e n g t h  of  c l o t h ,  one weaving of 

c l o t h  ( t . c .  from 'chaw, '  c f .  ' c h a w ' ) .  

cheb To sweep. 
cheb t s e v  To sweep up t h e  house.  
cheb pov t s e g  To sweep up and d i s c a r d .  

chev To c u r l  up i n  a  c o i l .  
chev ua i b  k a u j  To c u r l  it up i n  a  c o i l .  
t u s  nab chev ua i b  k a u j  The snake c u r l e d  up. 
dab t s h o s  chev A l a d i e s  j a c k e t  c o l l a r  w i t h  

embroidered p a t t e r n  i n  c o i l s .  

cheeb Meo man's name. 

1. c h e e j  A u n i t  of  measurement, t h e  wid th  of a  f i s t  
( c f .  ' t a u s ' )  (used i n  measuring f o r  neck 
r i n g s ,  e t c . )  

2.  c h e e j  
c h e e j  tswb ( C )  Wild p i g s  which go abou t  i n  a  group. 

3. c h e e j  
huam c h e e j  The l a s t  spasm b e f o r e  d e a t h .  

1. cheem To p o l i t e l y  seek  t o  r e t a i n  a v i s i t o r  when he 
s t a r t s  t o  l e a v e .  

khuam cheem To e n t a n g l e ,  t o  d e l a y ,  t o  r e t a i n ,  keep 
from l e a v i n g .  

2 .  cheem To seek  t o  s t o p  o t h e r s  who a r e  q u a r r e l i n g  o r  
f i g h t i n g .  ( c f .  ' n t u a s '  ) 

3 .  cheem To t a k e  advantage of an o p p o r t u n i t y .  
Cheem tseem nruab  hnub peb yuav mus. We w i l l  go 

w h i l e  it i s  s t i l l  day. 

1. c h i b  A p e r i o d  o f  t ime ( l u b )  . 
i b  l u b  c h i b  s o  One p e r i o d  of r e s t  ( i . e .  one week) .  

2 .  c h i b  To s l a n d e r ,  d e s p i s e .  
h a i s  lub  c h i b  To s l a n d e r ,  speak d i s p a r a g i n g l y .  

3. c h i b  
ua c h i b  chawj p u a j  l i a m  To do p o o r l y ,  do s l o p p i l y .  

( C )  c f .  'Ua dab ua t u a g '  ( o r )  ' u a  xya chawj 
yim l i a m '  

1. c h i j  A f l a g  ( t u s )  ( c )  . 
2 .  c h i j  

vimchi j  Because ( c f  . 'yibvim ' ) . 
vimchi j  1.i no For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  f o r  t h i s  cause .  

1. chim To ha. te ,  be  angry a t ,  b e  incensed  ( a l s o  c f .  
chim s i a b  TO b e  angry ,  b e  incensed.  
chim kuv s i a b  heev Made me very angry.  
kev chim s i a b  Anger, h a t r e d .  
chim rawv Firmly h o l d i n g  t o  anger .  
chim q u j  q e e s  TO g r a d u a l l y  g i v e  r i s e  t o  anger  

2 .  chim 
tshawjchim Enemy ( t u s )  . 
ua n i a g  tuam tshawjchim To b e  g r e a t  enemies.  

3. chim A s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  an hour o r  two. 
( c f .  APPENDIX p.  492 )  . 
i b  chim A l i t t l e  w h i l e .  

' c h i s ' ) .  

4 .  chi.m 
mob tsam chim Exhaust ion and p a i n  a s  a f t e r  h a r d  

e x e r c i s e .  

c h i s  To be  angry ( c f .  ' c h i m ' ) .  
l u b  s i a b  c h i s  qos  tshwv Mildly  angry ,  da rk  f a c e .  

1. c h i v  To b e g i n ,  o r i g i n a t e ,  s t a r t .  
chivkeeb To b e g i n ,  beg inn ing .  
Chivkeeb mob li c a s ?  How d i d  t h e  a i l m e n t  b e g i n ?  
ch iv thawj  Beginning,  t h e  beg inn ing ,  t h e  f i r s t .  
c h i v  ua To beg in  t o  do. 
c h i v  k i a g  h a i s  Began t o  say  ( c f .  ' p i b  h a i s ' ) .  

2 .  c h i v  Manure, f e r t i l i z e r  ( c o v ) .  
cov c h i v  Manure. 
quav c h i v  Manure, f e r t i l i z e r  of  excrement.  



3 .  chiv  
lub s i a b  n txh i  ch iv  To say something over i n  t he  

h e a r t ,  something you would say t o  t h e  person 
i f  you could s ee  them. 

chiab 
majmam mus chuj  chiab To absentmindedly or  

unconsciously walk very slowly. 

1. chob To p i e r c e ,  be p ie rced  (no t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y )  
con t r  . 'nkaug' 

ntoo chob A s p l i n t e r ,  t o  be p ie rced  by a  s p l i n t e r .  
( a )  xyoob chob To be p ie rced  by a  p iece  of bamboo. 
(b )  xyoob tshum To be p ie rced  by a  p iece  of bamboo. 
chob r au  i b  tug  ntoo To pu t  it on a pointed s t i c k .  
chob nrees  Has been p ie rced  f o r  some time. 

2 .  chob Offended, ' p i e r ced '  i n  h e a r t ,  gr ieved.  
chob s i a b  Offended, gr ieved ,  inwardly h u r t  because 

of some of fense .  

3 .  chob 
phijchob ( t x o j )  Tough l e a t h e r  thong f o r  t y ing  

baske ts  t o  a  pack saddle .  

1. choj A br idge  ( t u s )  ( C )  . 
tuam choj  To e r e c t  a  br idge .  
choj  qev A r a t t a n  suspension brd ige .  
t aug  choj  mus To go over  t h e  br idge .  
t u s  choj A br idge ,  a l s o  used of t h e  pole  which i s  

s e t  up a g a i n s t  a  t r e e  t o  form a p la t form upon 
which t o  s tand  i n  f e l l i n g  t h e  t r e e .  

t u s  t a b  choj  The small wooden support  s e t  t o  hold 
the  ' choj  ' (above) from f a l l i n g  s idewise 
while  f e l l i n g  a  t r e e .  

2 .  choj  
( a )  choj  txhwj ( r ab )  A hoe, a  mattock. 
(b) pav txhwij  - ( r ab )  A hoe, a  mattock. 

3. choj  
peev choj  Rice noodles. 

chom To bend backward (of  f i n g e r s ,  t r e e s ,  e t c . )  
xya t e s  chom chom li To s t r e t c h  t h e  f i nge r s  and 

bend them backward. 

chu j  
majmam mus chuj  chiab To absentmindedly o r  unconsciously 

walk very slowly. 

chum 
pe j  chum Aluminum. 

1. chua To f o r c i b l y  snatch something away from another  person. 
s i b  chab s i b  chua To grab o r  snatch back and f o r t h  

a s  i n  f i g h t i n g  over  some a r t i c l e .  

2 .  chua 
chua moo ( ~ h a i )  An hour,  one hour. 

1. chwv To rub a g a i n s t  something wi th  p a r t  of t h e  body 
( con t r .  ' t s h i a v '  ) 

npua chwv chwv ntoo The p i g  scrapes  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e .  
s i b  chwv Very c l o s e  t oge the r ,  rubbing a g a i n s t  one 

another  ( c f .  ' s i b  t i ' ) .  

2 .  chwv 
chwv chwv thawj Won't t a l k ,  r e fuses  t o  answer. 

chov An e v i l  omen. 
( a )  ua chov An e v i l  omen, t o  be an e v i l  s i gn .  
(b) ua npog An e v i l  omen, t o  be an e v i l  s ign .  
( c )  ua xu An e v i l  omen, t o  be an e v i l  s i gn .  



1. da To immerse, submerge ( c f .  ' r a u s ,  ' t s a u g ' ) .  
da d e j  To immerse (onese l f )  i n  water ,  t ake  a  bath.  

2 .  da To r o l l  over ( c f .  'phov, '  I n t i ' ) .  
da mus da 10s To r o l l  back and f o r t h  on t h e  ground 

( a s  a  person with deler ium o r  spasm o r  i n  
s l e e p ) .  

1. dab A s p i r i t ,  a  demon ( t u s )  c f .  'neeb '  
ua dab To do s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
l a i g  dab To s e t  a s ide  food f o r  t he  s p i r i t s ,  o f f e r  

food t o  t he  s p i r i t s .  
t x i  dab To o f f e r  t o  t he  s p i r i t s .  
dab nyeg 'Tame' household s p i r i t s .  
dab qus 'Wild'  jungle s p i r i t s .  
p e j  kum dab qus Wild jungle s p i r i t s ,  a l l  o t h e r s  than 

the  'dab nyeg. ' 
The ' tame' o r  household s p i r i t s  a r e  these :  

n t u j  dab ( o r )  nce j  dab The g r e a t e s t  of t h e  household 
s p i r i t s .  The one who r u l e s  and p r o t e c t s  t h e  
whole family. Once i n  t h r e e  years  an a d u l t  
female p i g  t h a t  has had young i s  s a c r i f i c e d  
f o r  t h i s  s p i r i t .  This  s p i r i t  i s  s a i d  t o  
r e s i d e  i n  t he  ' n c e j '  o r  main suppor t ing  house 
p i l l a r  n e a r e s t  t h e  f i r e .  

dab txwvkoob ( o r )  dab neeb These s p i r i t s  of t h e  
ances tors  a r e  a l s o  s a i d  t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  
p i l l a r s  of t h e  house. 

dab xwmkab ( t u s )  The s p i r i t s  of wealth and possess ions .  
These a r e  represented  by a paper on t h e  wal l  
of t h e  u p h i l l  s i de .  These s p i r i t s  a l s o  p r o t e c t  
the  household. A t  new year  one l a rge  male 
p i g  i s  k i l l e d  and o f f e r ed  t o  t h e  'xwmkab.' 

dab roog The s p i r i t  of t h e  door. This s p i r i t  
looks a f t e r  t he  domestic animals and fowl. 
This s p i r i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  cared f o r  by 
the  woman of t h e  house. A small  gourd o r  
s i m i l a r  a r t i c l e s  dedica ted  t o  t h i s  s p i r i t  
a r e  kept  i n  t h e  bedroom. The s p i r i t  guards 
the  door on the  downhill  s i d e  of t he  house 
(qhov roo j  t a g )  which i s  always t h e  door f o r  
s p i r i t  r i t e s  and t h a t  by which s p i r i t s  e n t e r .  
One young female p i g  a  year  i s  o f f e r ed  t o  t h e  
'dab roog. ' 

dab cub ( o r )  dab qhovcub The s p i r i t  of t h e  f i r e -  
p lace  o r  of t h e  cooking f i r e .  Sometimes 
incense i s  o f f e r ed  t o  t h i s  s p i r i t  bu t  chickens 
o r  animals a r e  never s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  it. 

dab qhovtxos S p i r i t  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  under the  
cauldron f o r  b o i l i n g  p i g  food. This s p i r i t  
i s  a l s o  sometimes o f f e r ed  incense b u t  never 
chicken o r  animal s a c r i f i c e .  

The ' w i l d '  s p i r i t s ,  o r  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  jungle, e t c .  o f t en  
have s p e c i a l  names. 

dab ntxwg nyoog (sometimes s a i d  'ntxwg nyug'! The 
s p i r i t  ' k i n g .  ' The g r e a t e s t  of t h e  s p l r i t s .  

nyuj v a j  The 'cow k i n g . '  Another powerful s p i r i t  
b u t  most persons say  it i s  not  a s  powerful 
a s  'ntxwg nyoog. '  

dab ntxaug A powerful s p i r i t  g r e a t l y  feared .  I t  
has  c e r t a i n  p l aces  of  abode and i f  t roubled  
it may cause t h e  dea th  of whole f a m i l i e s .  
Plagues o r  epidemics a r e  o f t e n  blamed on t h i s  
s p i r i t .  

dab theeb kawg Name of another  c e r t a i n  s p i r i t .  
po j  ntxoog A female jungle s p i r i t  g r e a t l y  feared .  

She r i d e s  a  t i g e r  and h e r  f a t h e r  was supposed 
t o  have been a t i g e r .  To deceive h e r  and 
p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  h e r  t he  Hmong sometimes pu t  
twis ted  r i n g s  on t h e i r  necks, ankles ,  e t c .  

dab nruab ntug S p i r i t  of t h e  heavens. 

f i v  dab ( o r )  f i v  rau  dab A promise made t o  t h e  
s p i r i t s  i f  they  w i l l  h e l p  ( a s  i n  s ickness ,  e t c . )  
( c f .  ' f i v  yeem' ) . 

dab qhuas The s p i r i t  worshipping appara tus  i n  t h e  
home . 

t e ev  dab The whole system of  o f f e r ings ,  e t c .  f o r  
e n t r e a t i n g  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  s p i r i t s ,  e n t r e a t y  
o r  worship of s p i r i t s .  

dab t a i  The name of a  s p i r i t  who i s  supposed t o  
have helped t h e  Hmong when they crossed t h e  water 
coming from China. This  s p i r i t  is  served by 
men only .  

ua nyuj dab ( c f .  ' n y u j '  a l s o  s ee  'nyuj  v a j '  above) .  

txheev dab ( C )  To i n v i t e  t h e  s p i r i t s ,  c a l l  t h e  
s p i r i t s  t o  come. 

raug dab To meet some misfortune a t  t h e  hands of  
a  bad s p i r i t .  

dab yob t sov  10s tom The s p i r i t s  have s e n t  a  t i g e r  
t o  come and b i t e  someone. 

c o j  dab neem (cf  . 'neem' ) . 
2 .  dab A trough, a  hollowed o u t  l eng th  of log,  e t c .  ( l ub )  . 

dab npua A t rough f o r  p i g  food. 
dab d e j  A t rough f o r  ho ld ing  water .  
dab nees A ho r se  feeding trough.  
dab zaub A trough f o r  p u t t i n g  vegetab le  greens  i n .  

3 .  dab 
dab ntub Drowsiness, s l e e p i n e s s .  
qaug dab n tub  Very drowsy, very  s leepy,  dopey with 

s l e e p .  
ncaws ncaws dab n tub  To doze, t o  nod the  head i n  

s l eep ,  bend over  i n  s l e e p .  
ua dab ntub To s l e e p  we l l  ( a l s o  'ua dab l o o g ' )  . 



4. dab 
dab r o s  Funny. 
t u a j  dab ro s  Funny, l aughable ,  t o  laugh. 
l u s  t u a j  dab r o s  A joke, funny saying.  

5. dab 
dab t uag  Poor, shoddy, c a r e l e s s .  
dab t uag  li Shoddily,  c a r e l e s s l y ,  ragged,  e t c .  
ua dab ua tuag  To do c a r e l e s s l y ,  do poorly and 

wi thout  concern. 

6 .  dab 
d a b t s i  What? anything.  
yog d a b t s i ?  What i s  i t ?  
Koj h a i s  d a b t s i ?  What d id  you say? 
T s i s  muaj d a b t s i .  ( I )  have nothing.  Haven't  anything.  
Koj muaj d a b t s i ?  What do you have? 
Koj muaj d a b t s i  t s i s  muaj? Have you anything o r  not?  
Koj ua d a b t s i ?  What a r e  you doing? 

7.  dab 
dab t shos  Embroidered pa tch  on t he  back of a'Hmong 

woman's c o l l a r .  Many k inds  of 'dab t s h o s '  
c f .  ' t s h o . '  

8. dab 
( a )  dab neeg Fo lk lo re ,  t r a d i t i o n ,  s t o r y ,  legend. 
( b )  l u s  dab neeg Fo lk lo re ,  t r a d i t i o n ,  s t o r y ,  legend. 

9 .  dab 
dab t ub  nkeeg Fever and c h i l l s ,  malar ia .  
ua dab tub  nkeeg To have f eve r  and c h i l l s ,  have malar ia .  

10. dab 
c a j  dab The neck. 

11. dab 
dab t e g  The w r i s t .  

12. dab 
dab taws The ankle .  

13. dab Used i n  combination f o r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  
r e l a t i v e s .  ( s e e  APPENDIX 1 0 ) .  

dab laug  Mother 's b ro the r s .  
yawm dab Wife ' s  b ro the r s .  
yaum dab Male cous ins  of a  d i f f e r e n t  surname a s  

c a l l e d  by a  woman. 

1. dag To l i e ,  t o  c h e a t ,  fa lsehood.  
( a )  h a i s  dag To l i e ,  speak falsehood.  
( b )  h a i s  l u s  dag To l i e ,  speak falsehood.  
txhobtxwm dag xwb I n t e n t i o n a l l y  deceived (h im) ,  

t h a t ' s  a l l .  

2. dag To be i d l e .  
nyob dag To be i d l e ,  hand around doing nothing.  

1. d a j  Yellow. 
d a j  d a j  li Q u i t e  yellow. 
d a j  rhuv Very b r i g h t  yellow. 
d a j  vog Speckled yellow. 
d a j  l i s  S l i g h t l y  yellow. 
d a j  tawv A spec i e s  of l a r g e  t r e e  wi th  yellow 

bark and sap.  
taub dag ( t . c . 1  ( l u b )  A pumpkin. 

2. d a j  A double a rm's  l eng th ,  a  measurement of l eng th .  
r a u  d a j  S ix  lengths  from f i n g e r t i p  t o  f i n g e r t i p  

wi th  arms spread .  
i b  dag (t.  c . )  One such double arm's  l eng th .  
i b  t x h a i s  dag Half such a  measurement, i . e .  one arm's  

length  from t h e  cen t e r  of t h e  c h e s t  t o  t h e  end 
of t h e  ou t s t r e t ched  arm and f i n g e r s .  

dam To be broken i n  two, broken o f f .  
dam ceg The ( t r e e )  branch has broken o f f  ( t h i s  

word i s  used most o f t e n  i n  s co ld ing  o r  
cu r s ing ,  thus-)  . 

koj  yuav dam ces  You w i l l  break your l eg .  
cf  . t h e  more ord inary  word ' lov.  ' 

1. dav A hawk ( t u s )  a  hawk-like b i r d .  
i b  t ug  dav One hawk. 
t u s  dav noj  t w m  A buzzard (bu f f a lo - ea t i ng  b i r d ) .  
dav h l a u  ( t u s )  An a i r p l a n e  ( i r o n  hawk) c f .  ' nkoj  cua. ' 

2. dav Wide, broad,  expansive.  
qhov dav Width. 
s i a b  dav Generous, g r ac ious ,  kind. 
kev dav Wide road. 

3. dav Lonely, chee r l e s s  (of a  house, e t c . )  
lub  t s e v  dav dav li A chee r l e s s  house, lone ly  house 

wi th  few i n h a b i t a n t s .  con t r .  ' s ov . '  

d a i  To hang, t o  hang up. 
d a i  ntawm phab n t s a  To hang it on t h e  wal l .  
d a i  tuag  To d i e  by hanging. 
d a i  v i a s  Hanging up (swinging from one p o i n t ) .  
muab n t s i a  d a i  v i a s  To hang up, c r u c i f y ,  hang on 

n a i l s .  
hnub d a i  npoo ncuv Sunse t ,  sun hanging on t h e  horizon.  
muab d a i  To p u t  t he  corpse on t he  s h e l f  a g a i n s t  

t h e  w a l l  a t  a  f u n e r a l  ceremony. 
n y i a j  d a i  Decorat ive s i l v e r  ornaments hung on t h e  

appare l .  



1. da ig  To be caught ,  hooked up on, clogged, stopped up. 
d a i g  ntoo Caught i n  t h e  t r e e .  
d a i g  kub Caught by t h e  horns. 

2.  da ig  t . c .  from 'daim, '  c f .  'daim.'  

daim Cl f .  f o r  s h e e t s ,  pages,  f l a t  expanses of su r f ace .  
daim ntawv Sheet of  paper. 
i b  d a i g  ntawv One s h e e t  of pape i  ( t . c . )  
daim t e b  A f i e l d .  
i b  d a i g  t e b  One f i e l d  ( t . c . )  . 

d a i s  A bear  ( t u s )  (Many spec i e s  and v a r i e t i e s  i nd i ca t ed  
by qua l i fy ing  words.) 

d a i s  dev The honey bear .  
d a i s  nees The black bea r .  

da iv  Large spec i e s  of bumble bee. A l a rge  i n s e c t  with 
red head and black bee-shaped body. I t  makes 
no honey bu t  t he  grubs a r e  ea ten  and considered 
a  de l i cacy .  The n e s t s  a r e  found on t h e  ground 
o r  under logs .  The ' d a i v '  has a  powerful 
and dangerous s t i n g .  ( c f .  'muv') .  

daub A spec i e s  of b i r d .  
pu j  daub A spec i e s  of b i r d .  

daug To hatch.  
qe daug The egg hatched,  eggs hatch ( con t r .  ' q a u j ' ) .  

dauj  Mal le t ,  pounder ( t u s ) .  
dauj  cog The pounding end of a  foot  r i ce -mi l l ,  

t h e  p e s t l e  end. 
dauj  ncuav ( t u s )  The ma l l e t  used i n  making pounded 

g lu t inous  r i c e  cakes. 

daurn To hop up a  v e r t i c a l  su r f ace .  
daum ntoo To hop up a  t r e e  ( a s  a  b i r d ,  e t c .  ) 

1. daus To scoop up, d i p  ou t  ( c f .  ' h a i s ' ) .  
Daus 10s r au  peb noj .  Scoop some ou t  f o r  us t o  e a t .  

2 .  daus 
daus x ib  daus npu Snow (n . )  
10s daus x ib  daus npu To snow, snow f a l l i n g .  

3 .  daus 
laub zeb daus cf . ' laub.  ' 

dauv To lower, t o  drop ( i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t s ) ,  t o  droop. 
dauv t e s  To drop t h e  arms t o  one ' s  s i de .  
dauv muag To drop t h e  eyes,  look a t  t he  ground 

as  when shy o r  ashamed. 
dauv t w  qa ib  c f .  ' n p l e j '  and 'pobkws.' 

daw S a l t y ,  t a s t i n g  of s a l t  ( con t r .  ' t s u a g '  ) . 
daw daw ntsev  Very s a l t y .  

1. dawb White, c lean .  
dawb dawb li Very white .  
dawb dawb t s h i a b  t s h i a b  White and new. 
dawb paug P e r f e c t l y  white .  
( a )  dawb t i b  paug ' Very whi te ,  p e r f e c t l y  white .  
(b)  dawb qos paug Very whi te ,  p e r f e c t l y  white .  
dawb rhwb Very whi te ,  extremely white .  
dawb vog Speckled whi te ,  mott led white .  
dawb l i a s  ~ o t  very whi te ,  o f f  white .  

2 .  dawb Morally c l ean  and upr ight .  
s i a b  dawb dawb A c lean  h e a r t ,  morally pure h e a r t .  

3 .  dawb Free ,  f r e e l y ,  without  charge.  
pub dawb dawb li To give without  charge,  t o  g ive  f r e e .  

4 .  dawb Unoccupied, i d l e .  
nyob dawb nyob do To be i d l e ,  t o  l i v e  without  

doing any work. 

5. dawb 
xovdawb @f.  'xov') . 

6 .  dawb 
ua neeb muag dawb A c e r t a i n  form of s p i r i t  exorcism 

c a l l i n g  upon a  g r e a t e r  s p i r i t  t o  d e l i v e r  from 
a  l e s s e r  s p i r i t .  

7 .  dawb Finished.  
( a )  dawb lawm Finished.  
(b) h l e  lawm Finished.  
( c )  khauv lawm Finished.  
(d)  t a g  lawm Finished.  

dawg 
s i b  dawg cuam To q u a r r e l ,  sco ld  each o the r .  

1. dawj To gouge o u t ,  t o  f o r c i b l y  pry o r  scoop out .  
muab lub pobzeb dawj 10s Dig ou t  t h e  s tone ,  t ake  

t h e  s tone  away. 
dawj qhovmuag To gouge o u t  t h e  eye. 
dawj qhovrooj To pry open t h e  door. 

2 .  dawj F ina l  completive p a r t i c l e  used i n  de r i s ion .  
n iag  neeg dawj The b i g  foo l .  

1. dawm To stumble, t o  cause t o  stumble. 
N w s  dawm ntawm kev lawm He stumbled on t h e  way. 



2. dawm A mountain pas s ,  high v a l l e y ,  wind gap on top  
of a r i dge ,  low p l ace  between two peaks. ( l ub )  

dawm s a j  A gap, a pass  ( a s  above). 

3 .  dawm A cro tch  ( l ub )  . 
dawm ntoo Crotch i n  a t r e e .  
dawm pobzeb A cro tch  i n  a s tone .  
dawm hmab Crotch i n  a vine.  
dawm t e s  Crotch between t h e  thumb and t h e  r e s t  

of t he  hand. 

1. daws To u n t i e ,  r e l e a s e ,  u n f e t t e r ,  s e t  f r e e .  
daws t x o j  h lua  Untie t h e  rope. 
daws t u s  nees mus Let t he  horse go f r e e .  

2 .  daws To fo rg ive ,  t o  r e l e a s e  from ob l iga t ion .  
daws lub  txim To fo rg ive  s i n ,  r e l e a s e  from g u i l t .  

3 .  daws To name, t o  give a name. 
daws npe To name, g ive  a name ( c f .  ' t is ,  ' ' hu '  ) . 

4.  daws To g ive  b i r t h  (human). 
daws cev To give b i r t h ,  bear  a c h i l d  ( c f .  ' t u '  ) . 

5 .  daws 
( a )  mus daws duam To walk wi th  b i g  s t e p s .  
( b )  mus d u j  duam To walk with b i g  s t e p s .  

6 .  daws p .v . i n t .  i n  combination wi th  'txhaws' 
tawm txhaws daws Many emerging a l l  a t  once, 

tumbling ou t .  

1. de To pluck,  t o  pinch. 
de zaub To pinch o f f  l e a f y  vegetab les .  
de nrho To pinch sharp ly ,  pinch s o  a s  t o  h u r t .  

2 .  de 
qaug d o j  qaug de Unsteady, r e e l i n g  from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  

deb Di s t an t ,  d i s t ance .  
deb deb li Far away, very d i s t a n t .  
qhov deb Distance. 
nyob nrug deb Separated f a r  o f f .  
deb li cas?  How f a r ?  

deg t . c .  from ' d e j '  c f .  ' d e j '  

d e j  Water ( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  s t reams and watercourses) .  
t u s  d e j  The s tream, t he  r i v e r .  
lub hav d e j  A gu l ley  o r  r i v e r  va l l ey .  
t u s  menyuam d e j  The small  stream. 
d e j  tsaws t s a g  Rapids, w a t e r f a l l .  
( a )  lub qhov d e j  A water  spr ing .  
(b)  qhov d e j  txhawv A water  spr ing .  
qhov d e j  saus  Place where water  s inks  o r  d i sap-  

pears  i n t o  t h e  ground. 
hauv d e j  Upstream, r i v e r  o r  s t ream source ( l u b ) ,  

i n  t h e  water .  
nram qab deg Downstream 
d e j  dag Yellow muddy water ,  high water .  
d e j  dag nyab Flood, f looding  water.  
d e j  hlob High water.  
d e j  n t a s  Small waves of water  ( con t r .  ' t w v ' ) .  
ua luam d e j  To swim.  
t u s  n iag  d e j  A l a r g e  r i v e r .  
lub  hauv d e j  The source of a r i v e r  o r  stream. 
d e j  tsaws ntxhee Swif t  and tu rbu len t  water .  
d e j  t x i a g  Cold water .  
d e j  n t sh i ab  Clear  f r e s h  water .  
d e j  huv Pure water ,  c lean  and dr inkable .  
de j sov Warm water .  
d e j  kub Hot water .  
d e j  s i a  Boiled water .  
( a )  d e j  sov s o  Lukewarm water .  
(b)  d e j  ntem ntawv Lukewarm water .  
muab d e j  nchuav Pour away t h e  water ,  throw water  away. 
h l i v  d e j  To pour water .  
d e j  vuab Water flows around an obs t ruc t ion .  
( a )  t a v  d e j  A dam, t o  dam water .  
(b)  t auv  d e j  A dam, t o  dam water .  
(c)  xov d e j  A dam, t o  dam water .  
d e j  x i v  Water murmurs before  it b o i l s .  
cug d e j  10s Water seeps i n .  
d e j  cog A r i c e  pounding m i l l  run by water  power. 
nruab deg On t h e  s e a ,  i n  t h e  midst of t he  water .  
nkoj deg A boa t  ( c f .  'hemcav').  
kwj deg A gu l l ey  (wet only a f t e r  a r a i n ) .  
( a )  p l i a g  deg A smal l  clam, a l s o  t h e  p iece  of s h e l l ,  

e t c .  on which opium i s  r o l l e d  i n  p repa ra t ion  
f o r  smoking. 

(b)  p i ag  deg A smal l  clam, a l s o  t h e  p iece  of s h e l l ,  
e t c .  on which opium is  r o l l e d  i n  p repa ra t ion  
f o r  smoking. 

1. dev Dog ( t u s )  ( c f .  ' a u b ' ) .  
dev hnyo A long ha i r ed  dog. 
dev kuas A kind of va r i co lo red  dog. 
dev tawb Dog sc ra t ch ing .  
dev tsem Dog barking.  (The sound of barking i s  

descr ibed  a s  'nkhoob nkhoob') .  
txhaub dev TO send a dog a f t e r  someone o r  something, 

t o  ' s i c '  a dog. 



2 .  dev Pe r t a in ing  t o  dogs. 
h a i s  l u s  dev To speak f i l t h y  language, 'dog' 

language. 
t ibneeg  dev A f i l t h y  and immoral person,  a 'dog. '  
dev thawj tswv A dog t h a t  knows not  i t s  master ,  

one t h a t  wanders about seeking food from 
one and a l l .  Also used f i g .  of persons i n  
s e r i o u s  sco ld ing  and curs ing .  

3. dev 
dev mub ( t u s )  The f l e a ,  f l e a s .  

4 .  dev 
d a i s  dev ( t u s )  The honey bear .  

1. deev I l l i c i t  sexual  r e l a t i o n s .  
deev h luas  nkauj Extra-mari tal  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  

a young woman. 
deev h luas  nraug Ext ra-mar i ta l  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  

a young man. 
(These terms a r e  a l s o  used loose ly  of v i s i t i n g  
among young people s ince  sex  r e l a t i o n s  might 
o r  might no t  follow. ) 

2. deev To comfort. 
deev s i a b  To comfort,  encourage t h e  h e a r t  ( c f  . ' np l i  j  '1 . 

d i  Lip,  l i p s .  
d i  ncauj  The l i p s .  

1. d ib  Cucumber, cucumber-like melon ( l ub )  . 
d i b  pag ( l ub )  A type of melon t a s t i n g  something 

l i k e  a cucumber. 

2 .  d i b  To e n t i c e ,  t o  b a i t .  
qa ib  d i b  A chicken used t o  draw o the r s  i n t o  a 

t r a p .  

1. d i g  Bl ind ,  t o  be b l ind .  
d i g  muag Bl ind ,  b l inded  eyes. 
neeg d i g  muag A b l i n d  person ( t u s )  . 

2 .  d i g  To p i ck ,  probe, d i g  a t .  
d i g  av To shovel  up ea r th .  
d i g  ntxeev h l o  To f l i c k  over ,  t o  t u r n  something 

over ( a s  wi th  a f i n g e r  o r  a s t i c k ) .  
d i g  k i av  txhab To pick o f f  a scab. 
d i g  hniav To pick t h e  t e e t h .  
d i g  pobntseg To p ick  o r  probe i n  t h e  e a r .  

3. d i g  Used i n  combination wi th  'dog. '  
ua dog ua d i g  To do s l o p p i l y ,  t o  do c a r e l e s s l y .  

dim To r e l e a s e ,  t o  be r e l ea sed ,  escape,  be f r eed ,  be saved. 
dim lawm Released, saved. 
t s o  dim To s e t  f r e e ,  t o  r e l e a s e .  
dim pa To r e l e a s e  a i r  p ressure .  
dim plaws Freed suddenly, escaped. 
dim plhuav khoom haujlwm Escape from work, f r eed  

from work and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

d i s  Gruel. 
Kua d i s  Rice grue l .  

d i ab  A spec i e s  of b i r d  ( t u s ) .  

d i a j  To push and p u l l  back and f o r t h ,  make something 
move backward and forward. 

d i a j  zeb To push and p u l l  t h e  handle t u rn ing  a 
mi l l s tone ,  t o  gr ind  a t  t h e  s tone  m i l l .  

Txhob d i a j  d i a j  qhovrooj.  Don't keep pushing and 
p u l l i n g  t h e  door. 

diam p . v . i n t .  conveying t h e  i dea  " r e a l l y "  o r ,  " a s  many 
a s  t h a t ,  I' " a s  much a s  t h a t .  " 

Ua t a u  diam. (He) can r e a l l y  do it ( w e l l ) !  
Qab diam mog. Real ly t a s t y !  
Tsib tug  diam Five! ( a s  many a s  t h a t ! )  

d i a s  
d i a s  taubhau Headache, head h u r t s .  

1. d i a v  Spoon, spoon-like ( r ab )  . 
i b  rab  d i av  One spoon. 
d i av  n y i a j  S i l v e r  spoon. 
d i av  hmuv Fork (lit. ' spea r  spoon ' ) .  

2 .  d i a v  Cl f .  f o r  spoonfuls .  
i b  d i a  mov One spoonful of  r i c e  ( t . c . )  
rau  d i av  t s h u a j  S i x  spoonfuls  of medicine. 

1. do To s t i r ,  t o  mix ( a s  powder i n t o  l i q u i d ,  e t c . )  c f .  ' t o v '  
do t s h u a j  To mix up medicine. 

2 .  do Bald, smoothe and vacant .  
do do hau Bald headed. 
qhovmuag do Express ionless  roving eyes of a s i c k  

person. 

dob To p u l l  up by t h e  roo t s .  
dob n r o j  To p u l l  weeds. 
dob plaub To p u l l  o u t  a h a i r ,  pluck h a i r .  

dog Used i n  combination wi th  ' d i g . '  
ua dog ua d i g  To do s l o p p i l y ,  t o  do c a r e l e s s l y .  



do j  
qaug d o j  qaug de Unsteady, r e e l i n g  from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  

1. dos Measure of width r ep re sen t ing  t h e  d i s t ance  between 
thumb and extended middle f i nge r .  

2. dos Small onion, leek  ( l ub )  . 
1. dov To r o l l  a long,  r o l l  something along ( con t r .  ' n t o g ' ) .  

dov t o j  To r o l l  down t h e  h i l l .  

2. dov I n  combination wi th  ' n p l a i g '  pe r t a in ing  t o  d i f f i -  
c u l t y  of speech. 

dov dov np la ig  D i f f i c u l t  t o  say. 
h a i s  l u s  dov np la ig  To u t t e r  words hard t o  enunciate .  

1. doog Tanned, sunburned, pe r t a in ing  t o  sunburn. 

2 .  doog Of blood congealed i n  t h e  t i s s u e s .  
doog ntshav A blood b r u i s e  under t h e  sk in  "black 

and b lue ."  
ntshav doog lawm Of blood confined i n  t h e  t i s s u e s  

a s  i n  s t r angu la t i on .  

3 .  doog Dark red c o l o r .  
l i a b  doog doog Very dark r ed ,  co lo r  of congealed 

blood. 

doom 
muv doom Large spec i e s  of e d i b l e  bee ( t u s ) .  

1. du Smooth, l e v e l .  
( a )  du du li Very smooth. 
(b)  du lug  Very smooth. 

2 .  du Clear  of a l l  extraneous mat te r  a s  a  c lean  t a b l e  o r  
c l e a r  ground. 

1. dub Black 
dub dub li Very black.  
( a )  dub t x i g  P e r f e c t l y  black.  
(b)  dub nciab P e r f e c t l y  black.  
s i a b  dub t x i g  A ' b l ack '  h e a r t ,  e v i l  h e a r t ,  unmerciful.  
dub l i a s  Not very b1,ack. 

2. dub 
q i a  dub S e l f i s h .  

3 .  dub 
cua d a j  cua dub A bad wind, storm. 

du j  
( a )  mus du j  duam To walk wi th  b i g  s t eps .  
( b )  mus daws duam To walk wi th  b i g  s t e p s .  

1. dua Again, another ,  t o  r epea t ,  used t o  i n d i c a t e  s i m i l a r  
ac t i on  on another  occasion p a s t  o r  present .  

ua dua To do again.  
ua dua lawm To have done before .  
yuav ua dua W i l l  do again.  
t s i s  t a u  ua dua Haven't  done before .  
dua i b  zaug A second time. 
ua dua i b  zaug To do a  second time. 
yug dua t s h i a b  To be born again.  
t s i s  t a u  hnov dua Have not  heard before .  
dua i b  hnub Another day. 

2.  dua To pass on, t o  go ( c f .  'mus ' ) .  
dua t i m  lawv lawm Gone on over t o  them acro.ss t h e  

va l l ey .  
Dua twg lawm? Where has (he ,  i t)  gone? 
Dua hauv d e j  lawm Gone i n t o  t h e  water .  
sijhawm dua lawm Too l a t e ,  t h e  time has passed. 

3 .  dua To su rpas s ,  more than ,  b e t t e r  than. 
zoo dua B e t t e r  than.  
l o j  dua Bigger than.  
dua n t a i s  'Much b e t t e r . '  
l o j  dua n t a i s  Much b igger .  
l o j  dua n t a i s  huvsi  Much b igger  than a l l  o the r s .  
n t seeg  dua To r e a l l y  be l i eve .  
hlob dua t e j  Grea ter  than o the r s .  

4 .  dua To t e a r ,  t o  r i p  ( i n t e n t i o n a l l y )  ( con t r .  ' n tuag '  ) . 
Torn by something. 

Muab dua pov t s eg .  Tear it up and g e t  r i d  of it. 
( a )  pos khawb Torn by a  thorn .  
(b)  pos dua Torn by a  thorn.  
dua rhe lawm Torn up, completely t o r n  apa r t .  

5. dua W e t h e r  o r  n o t ,  makes no d i f f e r ence  ( c f .  ' x i j peem ' ) .  
Hlub kuj  tsis dual  tsis hlub k u j  tsis dua. It makes 

no d i f f e r ence  whether he looks a f t e r  me o r  not .  
T s i s  dua ntawm koj  I t ' s  up t o  you. Do as  you w i l l .  

6 .  dua 
ncab dua n t sag  Obst inate .  

1. duab Shadow ( t u s )  . 
t u s  duab The shadow. 
( a )  duab ntxoov Shadow, shade. 
(b )  ntxoov duab Shadow, shade. 

2 .  duab Ray, l i g h t  o r  sunbeam. 
duab t shav  n t u j  A sunbeam, ray of sun l igh t .  

duaj  Peach ( l ub )  . 
t x i v  dua j  Peach, 



duam Big s t e p s .  
( a )  mus du j  duam To walk wi th  b i g  s t e p s .  
(b)  mus daws duam To walk with b i g  s t e p s .  

1. duas The notch made i n  a  t r e e  when it i s  being 
f e l l e d  ( lub)  . 

duas ntoo Notch made i n  a  t r e e  f o r  f e l l i n g .  

2. duas 
duas yua j  xyoob Bamboo shea th ,  t h e  t h i n  tough sheath 

around a j o i n t  of bamboo. 

1. duav A shovel ,  s p a t u l a ,  paddle ( r ab )  . 
rab duav do mov Small wooden paddle used t o  s t i r  

cooked r i c e .  
duav phuaj An oa r  ( rab)  . 

2 .  duav The region of t h e  lower back o r  wa i s t  ( l u b ) .  
mob duav Pain i n  t h e  back. 
nruab duav The region of t h e  wa i s t  ( l u b ) .  
ncab duav To s t r e t c h  onese l f ,  s t r e t c h  t h e  

body e r e c t .  
t i a g  duav A pad t i e d  a t  t h e  back of t he  wa i s t  f o r  

car ry ing  water  buckets ,  e t c .  
duav s i v  A Hmong man's sash  ( t x o j ) .  

3 .  duav 
( a )  duav pus The shoulder  b lades .  
(b)  np looj  pus The shoulder  b lades .  

4 .  duav Term used i n  p u t t i n g  on a  roof .  
duav ruv t s e v  To pu t  on t h e  roof ing  leaves ,  e t c .  

over t h e  r i dge  pole.  

dwb A man's given name, a  name given t o  men. 

dhas To s h e l l ,  s epa ra t e  t h e  ke rne l s  from t h e  cob. 
dhas pobkws To s h e l l  corn ,  s epa ra t e  Indian corn 

kerne ls  from t h e  cob. 

dhau Through, t o  pass  through,  beyond. 
mus dhau lawm Has gone through, beyond the  mark. 
dhau i b  hnub Af t e r  one day, having passed through 

one day. 
l i g  dhau lawm Too l a t e ,  l a t e  beyond t h e  mark. 
dhau plaws Through, has gone o r  come through. 
l o j  dhau Too b i g ,  b i g  beyond t h e  measure. 
Tus mob dhau t u g  li t i a g .  The epidemic keeps on 

spreading.  (The s ickness  passes on from one 
t o  another )  . 

dhawv p .v . i n t .  used wi th  'dhev' c f .  'dhev. '  
qua j  nqus ntswg dhawv dhev To cry  b i t t e r l y .  

dhev p . v . i n t .  
( a )  qua j  dhuj  dhev To cry  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
( b )  qua j  dhev To cry  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
luag  nrov dhev To laugh loudly.  
nrov dhev Loud. 
s i b  xyaws dhev To be mixed up toge the r  ( c f .  mixed 

r i c e  and vegetab les )  . 
dtiees To limp, of a  limping g a i t .  

mus i b  dhees i b  dhees To limp along,  of an unsteady 
g a i t  due t o  i n j u r y ,  pa in ,  e t c .  

dheev p .v . i n t .  i n d i c a t i n g  suddenness. 
t s i m  dheev 10s To wake up suddenly. 
( a )  nco dheev To suddenly remember. 
(b )  nco dhuj dheev To suddenly remember. 
( a )  r a s  dheev To be s t a r t l e d ,  suddenly su rp r i s ed .  
(b )  r a s  pes dheev To be s t a r t l e d ,  suddenly su rp r i s ed .  
nco dheev t s o s  Suddenly remembered something. 
s i a b  r a s  dheev To suddenly awake t o  something. 

Also used with t h e  fol lowing verbs:  
s a i b ,  porn, hnov, xav, paub, t x h a i s  

1. dhia  To jump, s k i p ,  ga l lop .  
dh ia  i b  plhaw To make one l e a p ,  l e ap  up, one jump. 
dh i a  i b  caws q i a  sawv n tsug  With one leap  (he)  s tood up. 
dh ia  i b  t saug  nrov ntwg mus Nois i ly  ran  away i n  a  

crowd toge the r .  
( a )  dh i a  p a j  paws To jump, t o  leap .  
(b)  dh i a  n t s o s  To jump, t o  leap .  

2 .  dh ia  To throb ,  t o  b e a t  (used of h e a r t b e a t ) .  



dhos To f i t  toge ther ,  t o  f i t  ( c f .  ' t x u a s '  ) . 
s i b  dhos F i t t i n g  c l o s e  t oge the r  (al though not  

a c t u a l l y  connected) ,  a s  i n  a  wood j o i n t ,  
boards f i t t i n g ,  e t c .  

dhos kuv s i a b  According t o  my wish, agrees  wi th  
my h e a r t ' s  d e s i r e  ( c f .  ' raug,  ' 'hum' ) . 

dhuj P . v . i n t .  Used i n  connect ion wi th  o the r  p . v .  
i n t e n s i v e s .  

qua j  dhuj dhev To c ry  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
nco dhuj  dheev To suddenly repember. 

dhuas To e a t  ravenously (of  an ima l s ) .  
npua dhuas dhuas The p i g  i s  e a t i n g  ravenously.  

dhuav Ind ica t ing  ac t ion  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  p l ace  of being 
t i r e d  of it, thoroughly and beyond measure. 

c a i j  t sheb  dhuav l a m  T i r e  of r i d i n g  i n  c a r s .  
s o  dhuav Rested t o  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  
( a )  dhuav s i a b  Don't  l i k e  i t .  
( b )  s i a b  ts is  nyiam Don' t  l i k e  i t .  

f a  An a d u l t e r e s s  ( t u s )  . 
nkauj f a  ( t u s )  An a d u l t e r e s s ,  one who runs away 

from h e r  husband and p r e f e r s  another .  

1. fab Weedy, overgrown ( c f .  ' n txhos ' )  . 
hav fab ( l ub )  A weedy overgrown va l l ey .  
kev fab fab  li An overgrown t r a i l .  

2 .  f ab  A d i v i s i o n ,  a  s e c t i o n ,  c l f .  f o r  s e c t i o n s ,  d iv i s ions .  
h a i s  ob fab l u s  Double-tongued, speaking i n  two 

d i f f e r e n t  ways. 
plaub fab  Having four  s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  ' f ou r  p o i n t s '  of 

t h e  compass, four  corners  of t h e  e a r t h .  
xwmfab (C) Square, four  s ided .  

3. fab To t u r n  over  ( a s  a  page, e t c . )  (C) c f .  ' n txeev . '  

4 .  f ab  
fab  t h i a j  To f a l l  backward. 

5. fab  
t s i s  l i a b  fab  Don't l i k e .  

6 .  fab  To be upse t ,  d i s t r e s s e d ,  confused. 
s i a b  fab  Heart upse t ,  confused, mind not  c l e a r .  

7 .  fab 
phob fab  ~1 '1  t h e  work of moving, making new f i e l d s ,  

bu i ld ing  a  new house, e t c .  

8 .  fab  
mob fab Of a  f i t  o r  coma a f t e r  e a t i n g  something 

t h a t  doesn' t agree.  

9 .  fab 
( a )  thob fab The foundation beams of a  house. 
(b )  t i m  cum The foundation beams of a  house. 

10. fab  ( f ab  £0) 
ntxuav y i a s  fab  f o  To c lean  t h e  pan ou t  a l l  around. 

1. f a j  To be on t h e  a l e r t ,  c a r e f u l ,  wary o f ,  watchful .  
ceebfa j  Carefu l ,  watchfu l ,  on t h e  a l e r t .  
f a j  mob f a j  tuag. To he wary of s ickness  and dea th .  

2 .  f a j  
f a j suab  Haze. 

3. f a j  
( a )  l o j  f a j  Pr i son ,  j a i l .  
(b )  t s e v  l o j  f a j  Pr i son ,  j a i l  ( l u b ) .  



4.  f a j  
( a )  mob f a j  Carbuncle. 
( b )  mob npuag f a j  Carbuncle. 

5 .  f a j  
lawj f a j  Sulphur. 

6 .  f a j  
nees f a j  kav A yellow horse ( C ) .  

7.  f a j  
( a )  tamfaj  Probably ( C )  . 
(b )  kwvlam Probably. 

8 .  f a j  
f a j  t i m  Emperor ( C )  ( c f .  ' huabta is  ' ) 

9 .  f a j  
fajkhum, hmab fajkhum ( t x o j )  A kind of jungle v ine  

t h a t  l i v e s  on t r e e s  and gradual ly  s t r a n g l e s  
them. I t  creaks n o i s i l y  a s  soon a s  it i s  c u t  
and it t h e r e f o r e  i s  used metaphorical ly of 
l i a r s .  

Koj taug  ceg fajkhum You're  t e l l i n g  t a l l  t a l e s ,  l y i n p .  
(You a r e  fol lowing t h e  branches of t h e  'fajkhum 

NOTE: This i s  a l s o  sometimes s p e l l e d  ' fa jkhaum')  

1 0 .  f a j  C l f .  f o r  one of a  couple t .  
i b  f a j  One of a  p a i r ,  ha l f  of a  rhyme. 

11. f a j  
mob muas f a j  Sickness wi th  pa in  a l l  over ,  no f eve r .  

1 2 .  f a j  
fa j lem (C) ( s ee  below) 
ntawv fa j lem Book of a s t ro logy ,  book used t o  f o r e t e l l  

lucky and unlucky yea r s ,  s ickness  and calamity 
e t c . ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Chinese books so  used b u t  a l s o  
of any book o r  document used i n  f o r e t e l l i n g .  

1. fam Of t h ings  b l ind ing  t h e  eyes. 
£am fam qhovmuag ( s o  b r i g h t  it ...) b l inds  t h e  eyes.  

2. £am 
£am tawb Needlework baske t  ( l u b ) .  

3 .  £am 
( a )  t u s  niam txam fam The woman respons ib le  f o r  

cooking r i c e  a t  a  fune ra l .  
(b)  t u s  niam fam txam The woman respons ib le  f o r  

cooking r i c e  a t  a  fune ra l .  

1. fav  To tu rn  around ( C )  . 
f av  xeeb To t u r n  a g a i n s t ,  r e b e l ,  change h e a r t  ( C )  

( c f .  'n txeev s i a b l ) .  

2 .  fav  
s a i b  ts is  fav To see  i n d i s t i n c t l y .  

f a i b  To d iv ide ,  d iv ide  o f f ,  d iv ide  i n t o  p a r t s .  
f a i b  ua ob co Divide i n t o  two p a r t s .  
Faib i b  t ug  r a u  kuv. Give (d iv ide  o f f )  one t o  me. 
Muab f a i b  r au  sawvdaws n o j .  Divide it up f o r  

everyone t o  e a t .  

f a i  j  
l ub  t s i b  f a i j  A type of  smal l  b o t t l e .  

f a i v  
f a i v  f u a j  ( lub)  A f l a s h l i g h t  (T) . 
n t a  f a i v  f u a j  To l i g h t  a  f l a s h l i g h t .  
f a i v  f u a j  c i g  The f l a s h l i g h t  i s  on. 
t x o  f a i v  f u a j  To pu t  ou t  t h e  f l a s h l i g h t .  
r o j  f a i v  f u a j  F l a sh l igh t  b a t t e r i e s  ( l ub )  . 

faus  To t u r n  over t h e  e a r t h ,  t o  c u l t i v a t e ,  t o  t u r n  t h e  
weeds and sod over and expose t h e  f r e s h  e a r t h  
( c f .  ' voob ' )  . 

faus  t e b  To c u l t i v a t e  t h e  f i e l d s ,  p repare  f i e l d s  
f o r  p l a n t i n g .  

fawb To search  f o r  something amid a  mass of o t h e r  t h ings ,  
e . g .  amid t r a s h  o r  leaves  on t h e  ground o r  i n  
a  s t a c k  of  g ra in ,  e t c .  ( c f .  ' tshawb' ) . 

f  em 
ua £em feeb To t a l k  i n  o n e ' s  s l e e p .  

f e e  To t u r n  away from. 
f ee  r au  nws Turned from him, turned face  from him. 
f ee  plhu To t u r n  t h e  f ace ,  t u r n  t h e  eheek. 

1. feeb  To d i s t i n g u i s h ,  d i scern ,  d iv ide  (C)  . 
feeb meej To d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y ,  d i s ce rn  c l e a r l y .  
feeb ts is  meej Can ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y ,  confused. 
s i a b  feeb pes t s i a  Confused. 
( a )  tsis feeb  ts is  fwm Confused, no t  clearheaded,  

drunken. 
(b)  c i s  feeb  c i s  fwm Confused, no t  clearheaded,  

drunken. 

2 .  feeb  Fainted,  unconscious ( C )  . 
feeb l a m  Fainted,  unconscious. 

3 .  feeb 
ua f  em f  eeb To t a l k  i n  one ' s s l e e p .  

1. feem A p a r t ,  a  po r t i on  ( C )  . 
kuv li feem My p o r t i o n .  
pub kuv i b  feem To g ive  me a  po r t i on .  



2. feem 
ua feem lawm To d isappear .  

f i  To send,  t o  send something t o  someone ( c f .  ' x a '  ) . 
f i  xov To send a message ( c f .  ' x a  x o v ' ) .  
t u s  f i  xov A messenger. 
f i  mus rau lawv Send it t o  them. 

1. fim To be  acquainted wi th  a person,  t o  have met. 
t s is  t a u  s i b  firn (we) haven' t y e t  met, not  

acquainted wi th  (him o r  h e r )  . 
2 .  firn Must, c e r t a i n l y ,  concerning c e r t a i n t y .  

Kuv firn yuav ua. I c e r t a i n l y  must do it. I 
c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  do it. 

T s i s  n t ev  firn yuav txog. We c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be 
t h e r e  before  long. 

Kuv tsis firn h a i s  li cas.  I wasn ' t  c e r t a i n  what 
t o  say. I d i d n ' t  c a r e  t o  say anything. (For 
lack of evidence,  would do no good, e t c . )  

Kuv tsis firn ua li cas .  I wasn ' t  c e r t a i n  what t o  do. 
Didn ' t  know what t o  do. 

3 .  firn To ignore.  
t s i s  firn kuv Ignores me. 

4 .  f im To i n t e r f e r e  i n  t he  a f f a i r s  of o the r s  ( c f .  ' txuam' ) .  

f i v  To make a reques t  f o r  a i d  wi th  t he  promise of f u t u r e  
Pay 

( a )  f i v  rau dab To reques t  of t h e  s p i r i t s  with 
promise of s u i t a b l e  s a c r i f i c e  a t  a f u t u r e  da t e .  

(b)  f i v  dab To r e q u e s t  of t h e  s p i r i t s  wi th  promise 
of  s u i t a b l e  s a c r i f i c e  a t  a f u t u r e  da t e .  

f i v  yeem Promise of o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  l a t e r .  
( c f .  ' t x i  dab , '  c o n t r .  ' p au j  yeem') .  

f i a b  One one-hundredth of an ounce, u n i t  of weight.  

f i a v  To push something and s e t  it i n  motion swinging l i k e  
a pendulum o r  swing ( c f .  ' y o j  ' ) . 

£0 
ntxuav y i a s  fab f o  Clean t h e  pan out  a l l  around. 

fob To compress wi th  t h e  hands. 
fob mov To compress and pack cooked r i c e  t oge the r  

wi th  t h e  hands a s  done by t h e  Lao t o  make it 
more s o l i d  and e a s i e r  t o  handle i n  e a t i n g .  

1. foob To s e a l  something s h u t  (c), sew up t h e  seam of 
a jacke t .  

foob lub qhovntxa To s e a l  t h e  grave o r  tomb. 

2 .  foob 
foobxab ( lub )  A windbox used as  a bellows t o  pump 

a i r  f o r  t h e  f i r e  i n  forg ing  metal ( c f .  ' lwj I )  ( C )  

3 .  foob 
sab foob To have a co ld  (C)  (cf . ' khaub thuas  ' ) . 

4 .  foob 
foob pob ( lub)  A bomb (C)  (sometimes pronounced 

' hoob pob ' ) . 
foob pob tawg The bomb exploded. 

foo j  To accuse (T) . 
1. foom To f i x  ( a s  a judgment) , s e a l  t h e  f a t e  whether f o r  

good o r  f o r  e v i l .  ( c f .  ' tsawm' ) ( C )  . 
Ob leeg  s i b  foom. The two s e t  a cu r se  on each o t h e r .  

2 .  foom A curse  ( l ub )  . 
f uab 

f u a b t a i s  A l t e rna t e  s p e l l i n g  f o r  ' huab ta i s '  c f .  
' huabta is  ' 

fua j 
f a i v  f u a j  ( l ub )  A f l a s h l i g h t  (T) c f .  ' f a i v .  ' 

1. fwm Cl f .  f o r  s e t s ,  s u i t s ,  e t c .  e .g.  A s e t  of horse 
harness .  

2. fwm 
c i s  feeb  c i s  fwm c f .  ' f eeb .  ' 

fwv 
fwv khawv ( l u b )  A n a t u r a l  gateway o r  pass through 

t h e  jungle o r  landscape where any wild game 
w i l l  be forced t o  pass  by reason of t h e  
n a t u r a l  conf igura t ion .  

fos  To be covered up o u t  of s i g h t .  
fos  n t a i s  Covered up and out  of s i g h t .  
Koj yuav fos .  You w i l l  d i e .  (be bu r i ed )  (an 

expression used i n  c u r s i n g ) .  



g i g  The sound of t i g e r s  f i g h t i n g .  
Tsov tom g i g  gog g i g  gog. The t i g e r s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  

and making a  no i s e  of growling ' g i g  gog. '  

gog The sound of t i g e r s  f i g h t i n g .  
Tsov tom g i g  gog g i g  gog. The t i g e r s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  

and making a  no i s e  of growling ' g i g  gog. '  

gus A goose ( t u s ) .  

ha t . c .  from ' hav , '  ( c f .  ' h a v ' ) .  

hab S tup id ,  dazed, confused. 
hab lawm Stupid ,  dazed, confused. 
N w s  nyob i b  t u g  hab nuv t s e g .  He was confused, dazed. 

(because of amazement and apprehension) 
' hah nuv t s e g '  ( c f .  'yoob zog t s e g '  and 
' r u a j  zog t s e g ' )  . 

1. h a j  Yet,  s t i l l .  
Nws h a j  h a i s  dua. He s t i l l  s a i d  more. He s a i d  again.  

He spoke f u r t h e r  say ing  ... 
2 .  h a j  

h a j  yam S t i l l  more, more s o ,  comparative degree.  
( a )  h a j  yam zoo dua S t i l l  b e t t e r  than ( c f .  ' k eem ' ) .  
( b )  keem zoo dua S t i l l  b e t t e r  than.  
( c )  h a j  yam keem zoo S t i l l  b e t t e r  than. 
Nws tseem h a j  yam yuav.. .  Much more l i k e l y  w i l l  

h e . .  . 
3 .  h a j  

h a j  tseem S t i l l  i n  process  of doing. 
h a j  tseem noj  mov Is s t i l l  e a t i n g .  
h a j  tseem ua S t i l l  doing. 

4 .  h a j  
t s h e e j  h a j  I ndus t r i ous ,  e n e r g e t i c  (C). 

1. ham To weld, t o  so lde r .  
ham thawj To s o l d e r ,  t o  s o l d e r  t oge the r .  
ham h l au  To weld i r o n  o r  s t e e l .  

2 .  ham 
ham c i a  To keep a  person confined,  t o  lock someone 

up i n  one p lace .  

1. hav A v a l l e y ,  a  broad expanse, ( l ub )  t . c .  
hav d e j  A r i v e r  v a l l e y  ( l ub )  . 
hav zoov The jungle.  
hav f ab  An overgrown grassy  v a l l e y .  
hav cua The atmosphere. 
hav huab An expanse of c louds.  
hav pos A v a l l e y  of t ho rns ,  a  l a r g e  a r ea  of thorn 

bushes. 
t xho j  hav A shallow v a l l e y .  
( a )  lub  kwj ha A va l l ey .  
(b)  lub  hav A v a l l e y .  
lub hav zawj An enclosed va l l ey .  
lub  vos hav A broad l e v e l  va l l ey .  

2 .  hav An in t roduc to ry  exclamatory p a r t i c l e .  
Hav, l w m  hnub? What, i n  a  day o r  so? 

1. h a i s  To speak,  t o  say.  
h a i s  l u s  To speak words, t o  speak. 
h a i s  t i a s . . .  Spoke say ing  ... 
h a i s  nkauj Speak songs,  i . e .  t o  s i ng .  

(more commonly, t o  s i n g  i s  'hu n k a u j ' ) .  
h a i s  kwv t x h i a j  To serenade ,  t o  s i n g  b a l l a d s  

( c f .  'kwv t x h i a j ' ) .  
h a i s  qu j  qees To speak slowly and s t e a d i l y .  
h a i s  nrawm nrawm li To speak very qu ick ly .  
h a i s  l u s  s i s  To speak wi th  an accent ,  speak n o t  

c l e a r l y .  
( a )  h a i s  dag To l i e ,  t o  deceive.  
(b )  h a i s  nkaub To l i e ,  t o  dece ive .  
h a i s  tshawv tshawv To speak roughly,  raucous ly ,  

impo l i t e ly .  
h a i s  l u s  mos mos To speak k indly ,  courteously.  
h a i s  qees  To keep on speaking even when t o l d  t o  s t op .  
h a i s  t suag  l a s  To speak unconvincingly,  speak 

wi thout  fo r ce  o r  convic t ion .  
h a i s  ceev n roo j  To speak wi th  c e r t a i n t y  and con- 

v i c t i o n ,  speak convincingly,  f o r c e f u l l y .  
h a i s  l u s  plov meej To speak openly,  f ace  t o  f ace .  
h a i s  t uag  n t h i  To speak t o  t h e  f i n i s h ,  f i n i s h e d ,  

t h e  mat te r  s e t t l e d ,  f i n a l i z e d .  
h a i s  k i ag  To say d e f i n i t e l y ,  decide.  
h a i s  ob f ab  l u s  Double tongued, speak i n  two ways. 



h a i s  l u s  plhov xem Round-about t a l k ,  i n d i r e c t  speech, 
no t  coming t o  g r i p s  wi th  a s u b j e c t .  

h a i s  l u s  dov np la ig  To speak d i f f i c u l t  words hard 
t o  pronounce. 

h a i s  ua nqa j  ua nqug Everyone t a l k i n g  about something 
a t  t h e  same time. 

h a i s  l u s  plhob p h i j  To speak wor th less  words. 
h a i s  l u s  p l i j  p l o j  p l i j  p l o j  Queer sounding language, 

language l i k e  t h e  sound of bamboo bu r s t i ng .  
h a i s  kom n t o  n t s i s  T e l l  it t o  t he  f i n i s h ,  ca r ry  t h e  

mat te r  t o  a conclusion.  
h a i s  l u s  s i a b  lawv To speak words despis ing  them. 
h a i s  l u s  tuam mom lawv Always curs ing  them, c a n ' t  

s e e  them without  curs ing  and scold ing  them. 
h a i s  nraum c a j  qwb To speak "behind one ' s  back. I' 
h a i s  l u s  ntog nraws To speak pecu l i a r  sounds, a s  

of someone speaking a fo re ign  language. 

2 .  h a i s  To d i p  ou t  (cf  . ' c e '  ) . 
h a i s  d e j  To d i p  water .  
h a i s  mov To d i p  o r  scoop r i c e  out  of a con ta ine r ,  

t o  s e rve  r i c e  f o r  ea t i ng .  
h a i s  nkoj To row a boat .  

1. ha iv  Of g r a i n  o r  corn bea ten  down by wind o r  r a i n  and 
hence leaning  over .  

2.  h a iv  To push a s i d e  wi th  t h e  hand. 
ha iv  n r o j  To push f o l i a g e  o r  weeds a p a r t  wi th  t h e  

hand a s  i n  making one ' s  way along an over- 
grown t r a i l  o r  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  c u t t i n g  
it a t  t h e  base  ( c f .  'phuab' ) . 

3 .  ha iv  Refer r ing  t o  those  of apother  surname. 
ha iv  Hmoob A l l  Hmonq of another  surname. 
ha iv  neeg Men of another  surname. 
sawvdaws ha iv  neeg A l l  people,  everybody. 

1. hau To b o i l  something i n  water  ,or i n  l i q u i d  ( con t r .  
' rhaub'  ) . 

hau zaub To b o i l  vege t ab l e s ,  cook vegetab les .  

2 .  hau A l i d ,  a cover ( l ub )  . 
3.  hau Head, t h e  head ( l ub )  . 

lub taubhau The head, head. 
plaubhau Hair of t he  head ( t x o j )  . 
nyo hau To bow t h e  head. 
ncaws hau To nod t h e  head. 
t i g  taubhau To 'turn t h e  head around. 
co taubhau To wag t h e  head. 
hau p l i a j  The forehead.  
hau xaws The f o n t a n e l l e  on the  head of a young c h i l d .  
do do hau Baldheaded, ba ld .  
dawb hau n r i g  caug White-headed, aged, hoary headed. 
lub  hau rooh The head of t h e  mountain, mountain top.  

4 .  hau The l eade r ,  head person ( t u s )  . 
t u s  hau zos The headman of a v i l l a g e .  
t u s  hau rog The l eade r  o f  t h e  group t h a t  c i r c l e s  

t h e  house i n  mock b a t t l e  a t  a f u n e r a l  ( c f  . '  tuag  ' ) . 
5 .  hau 

nyob ua i b  hau Together i n  one p l a c e .  

haub To lead  a s t r a y  ( c f .  ' toov, ' ' n t x i a s  ' ) . 
Lawv haub kuv li menyuam nrog lawv mus. They led my 

ch i ld ren  away wi th  them. 
Leej twg haub toov ko j?  Who has  led  you a s t r a y ?  

1. hau j  To mix seve ra l  t h ings  t o g e t h e r .  ( c f .  'xyaw' ) . 
To mix th ings  up. 

2 .  hau j 
haujlwm Work, e s p e c i a l l y  domestic work, chores .  
ua haujlwm To do domestic work, t o  work ( c f .  ' ua  num') . 
l a u j  haujlwm z i a s  c i a  To pu t  work a s i d e .  

3 .  hau j 
( a )  haujsam ( t u s )  A Buddhist p r i e s t  (C). 
(b )  hujsam ( t u s )  A Buddhist p r i e s t  ( C )  . 

4 .  hau j  
( a )  hau j  yum Gunpowder (C)  . 
(b )  h u j  yum Gunpowder ( C )  . 

5 . hau j 
yam hau j  ham xwm Things, bus ines s  ( C )  . 

haum ( c f .  'koob haum' a l s o  c f .  'hum' ) . 
haus To d r i n k .  

haus d e j  To dr ink  wa te r .  
haus nrov hlawv To d r ink  n o i s i l y .  
haus hujsim To d r ink  moderately (of i n t o x i c a n t s ) .  
haus h l o  To dr ink  r i g h t  away, d r ink  immediately. 

1. hauv Within, i n ,  i n s i d e .  
nyob hauv t s e v  In t h e  house, a t  home. 
nyob hauv t e b  In t h e  f i e l d s ,  a t  t h e  f i e l d s  

2 .  hauv 
hauv qab Underneath. 
( a )  hauv lub  qab r o o j  Under t h e  t a b l e .  
( b )  hauv qab r o o j  Under t h e  t a b l e .  

hauv roob The foo t  of t h e  mountain. 
ntog r au  hauv pem t e b  F e l l  upon t h e  ground, stumbled 

t o  t h e  e a r t h .  
hauv n t u j  n t s a  n t s a  The dawn j u s t  be fo re  t h e  sun 

r i s e s  ( t h e  ' unde r s ide '  of t h e  heavens a l i g h t )  . 



3 hauv 
hauvpaus ( l u b )  Stump, b a s e ,  b a s i s ,  r o o t ,  o r i g i n .  
hauvpaus n t o o  Tree stump. 
hauvpaus h n i a v  Root of a t o o t h .  
hauvpaus ntawv W r i t i n g ,  w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s .  
lub  hauv d e j  The s o u r c e  of  a r i v e r  o r  s t r eam.  
t u s  niam hauvpaus cos  The woman i n  charge  of pounding 

r i c e  f o r  a f u n e r a l  f e a s t .  
hauv d e j  Upstream. 

4 .  hauv 
hauvcaug Knees, t h e  knee. 
( a )  qhau hauvcaug To k n e e l .  
( b )  txhos  hauvcaug To k n e e l .  

5.  hauv 
t h o o j  s i a b  hum hauv One i n  h e a r t ,  i n  harmony and 

i n  f e l l o w s h i p .  

6 .  hauv 
hauv p l a g  The r e a r  w a l l  of t h e  Hmong house,  t h e  u p h i l l  

w a l l  of  t h e  house.  
nyob ntawm hauv p l a g  On t h e  r e a r  w a l l .  

7 .  hauv 
cov ua hauv qhua Those r e l a t i v e s  who b r i n g  r i c e ,  

paper  money, e t c .  a s  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  dead on 
t h e  day b e f o r e  k i l l i n g  animals  and b u r i a l .  

8. hauv 
zaub n t s u a b  t i a v  hauv lawm The v e g e t a b l e s  have formed 

clumps and a r e  ready f o r  p i c k i n g .  

9 .  hauv 
l u b  hauv roob Mountain. 

haw 
( a )  haw haw quav Much d e f e c a t i n g ,  of  a pe r son  

having t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  bowels f r e q u e n t l y .  
( b )  haw quav li Much d e f e c a t i n g ,  of  a pe r son  

hav ing  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  bowels f r e q u e n t l y .  

1. hawb To p u r r .  
hawb pob Of an animal  p u r r i n g .  

2 .  hawb Hoarse ,  h o a r s e n e s s  of speech ,  t o  speak i n d i s t i n c t l y .  
h a i s  l u s  hawb To speak w i t h  hoarseness .  

3 .  hawb 
neeg t s i s  t shoob  hawb A well- to-do person  who purpose ly  

d r e s s e s  poor ly  t o  cover  up h i s  wea l th .  

hawj S p i r i t e d ,  o f  animals  w i t h  energy and s p i r i t  (some- 
t imes s a i d  ' h a 1 ) .  

hawj hawj li of a s p i r i t e d  animal .  

hawm To show r e s p e c t  w i t h  bo th  hands r a i s e d  palms t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  f a s h i o n  of t h e  Thai  g r e e t i n g .  

1. haws A kind  of Chinese  medicine  used by t h e  Hmong ( i n  
Chinese c a l l e d  ' txhob ku '  ) . 

2 .  haws To i d e n t i f y  a s  o n e ' s  own (used  of  pe r sons  a s  
'horn' i s  of f i e l d s )  . 

1. hawv 
l u b  pas  hawv A muddy h o l e  w i t h  w a t e r  runn ing  th rough .  

2 .  hawv To c ry  o u t  (sometimes i n l W h i t e  Hmong b u t  more common 
i n  Blue Hmong) ( c f .  q w ' ) .  

3 .  hawv To t h r e a t e n  (sometimes i n  White Hmong b u t  more common 
i n  Blue Hmong) . 

4 .  hawv R e s t r i c t e d  p . v . i n t .  w i t h  ' huav '  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

1. hem To s c a r e ,  t o  f r i g h t e n ,  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  ( C ) .  

2 .  hem hemcav ( l u b )  A s h i p  o r  motor p r o p e l l e d  b o a t .  

hee  To whinny, t o  ne igh .  
nees  h e e  Horse whinnys,  h o r s e  ne igh ing .  

1. heev I n t e n s e ,  s e v e r e .  
s i a b  heev I m p a t i e n t ,  s e v e r e ,  s t e r n ,  h a r s h .  
neeg heev sawv A s e v e r e  p e r s o n ,  one prone t o  f i g h t ,  

qu ick  tempered, ve ry  e n e r g e t i c  ( c f .  ' neeg  
nyaum ny aum' ) . 

2 .  heev Used a s  i n t e n s i v e  p a r t i c l e  a f t e r  v e r b s .  
zoo heev heev li Very ve ry  good. 
zoo ts is  heev Not v e r y  good. 
l o j  heev Very l a r g e .  

3. heev 
t u s  heev nyuj  A l a r g e  ful l -grown c a s t r a t e d  b u l l .  

h i b  Used f o r  t h e  sound of  laughing.  
luag  h i b  h i b  To laugh "He He." 

1. h i v  
Yuav i b  t u g  h i v  t h i a j  mus. There must be  a n o t h e r  

t o  go ahead o r  t h e  o t h e r s  w i l l  n o t  fo l low.  
(o f  pack an imals  go ing  i n  a t r a i n ,  e t c . )  



2 .  h i v  
nyob h i a  h i v  Eaten too  f u l l ,  uncomfortably ' s t u f f e d . '  

h i a  S a t i a t e d ,  uncomfortably f u l l  of food. 
( a )  h i a  h i a  li Eaten too  f u l l ,  uncomfortably ' s t u f f e d .  ' 
(b )  nyob h i a  h i v  Eaten too  f u l l ,  uncomfortably 

' s t u f f e d .  ' 

1. h iab  A leech ( t u s ) .  

2 .  h iab  To weave (with r a t t a n  o r  bamboo, e t c . ,  no t  wi th  
t h r e a d ) .  

h i ab  l e v  To weave a  mat. 
h iab  kawm To weave a  back baske t .  
t x i a v  xyoob phua ncaw hiab l e v  To c u t  bamboo and 

s p l i t  i n t o  lengths  f o r  weaving a  mat. 

3. h iab  
h i ab  xab A pe r son ' s  f ace  ( p o e t i c a l ) .  

1. hiam To suspec t ,  t o  accuse.  

2 .  hiam 
l i m  hiam F ie rce ,  c r u e l ,  fe roc ious  ( C )  (of men o r  

animals ) . 
1. h iav  Scorched, t o a s t e d ,  almost burned (used of r i c e  o r  

vegetabables  browned bu t  not  burned b l a c k ) .  

2.  h i av  The s e a ,  t h e  ocean. 
h i av  txwv The s e a ,  t h e  ocean. 
t i v  txwv h i av  txwv The bottom of t h e  s ea .  

1. ho Of animals l o s ing  a  l i t t e r  o r  a c a l f ,  e t c .  pre- 
maturely. 

npua ho The sow has l o s t  her  l i t t e r .  

2 .  ho Connective p a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  sequence and car ry ing  
forward the  a c t i o n  of t he  verb ,  and, and then.  . . 

Mus ho t u a j .  Come aga in .  (Coinmon g ree t ing  t o  a  
person leaving  and going t o  h i s  home.) 

Mus ho 10s. Come again.  (Common g ree t ing  t o  a  
person leaving  and going t o  a  p lace  n o t  h i s  
home as t o  t h e  f i e l d s ,  e t c . )  

Nws ho yuav sau  n y i a j .  And so  he wants t o  c o l l e c t  
money. 

Nws xav noj  ho ntshai. .  He wants t o  e a t  bu t  i s  
a f r a i d .  

3 .  ho 
zeb ho Sharpening s tone  ( l ub )  t .  c .  , cf . ' hov. '  

1. hob Ast r ingent ,  puckery, of unr ipe  f r u i t  ( c f .  ' p l u a s ' ) .  
no j  hob hob nts im ntsim To e a t  something which leaves  

an a s t r i n g e n t  f e e l i n g  i n  t he  mouth o r  t h r o a t .  

2 .  hob Of something s tuck  i n  t h e  t h r o a t  ( c f .  medicine t h a t  
one cannot seem t o  swallow) ( c f .  ' hua '  ) . 

3. hob Of t h e  cool ing  sensa t ion  i n  t h e  t h r o a t  produced 
by menthol, e t c .  

h o j  
h o j  huam ( t u s )  A kind  of jungle fowl wi th  a  long 

flowing t a i l .  

1. hom To mark ou t ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  with a  mark, mark f o r  
ownership. 

hom t e b  To mark out  an a r ea  t o  be  made i n t o  f i e l d s  
f o r  f u t u r e  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The usua l  mark i s  a  
s l i v e r  of wood c u t  and p u t  i n t o  a  t r e e  o r  
s a p l i n g  h o r i z o n t a l l y .  

2 .  hom To s e a l ,  a  mark of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ( l ub )  . 
lub  hom thawj A s e a l ,  a mark of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  
n taus  hom thawj To mark f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

3 .  hom c l f .  f o r  k inds  o r  c l a s s e s  of t h ings .  ( c f .  'yam') 
i b  yam ntoo  One kind of Tree. 
i b  hom ntoo One kind of Tree. 

4. hom Energe t ic .  
hom kha j  Energet ic ,  s p i r i t e d  (of  persons o r  animals)  

t o  jump f o r  joy.  

5 .  hom To make th rea t en ing  motions. 
hom rau peb mentsis  Motioned toward us wi th  a  s t i c k  

o r  with t h e  hand a s  i f  t o  h i t  us .  

hos I n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e .  
Hos zaum no kuv h a i s  rau n e j . .  . And t h i s  time I 

say  t o  you..  . 
l .  hov TO sharpen on a  sharpening s tone .  

hov riam To sharpen a  k n i f e  on a  whetstone. 
zeb ho A sharpening s tone  ( l ub )  t .  c .  

2 .  hov Used a s  both a  ques t ion  word and an emphatic t o  
i n d i c a t e  *how much?" o r  "very much" i n  mat te rs  
of s i z e ,  l ength ,  q u a n t i t y ,  e t c .  

Hov ntau i i ?  How much? 
( a )  Mob ntev li. cas? How long have you been i l l ?  
(b)  Mob hov n tev  l i ?  How long have you been i l l ?  
t u s  t ibneeg  hov l o j  The person of very  l a r g e  frame, 

t h e  b i g  person.  



hons F ina l  p a r t i c l e .  
Yuav kuv qh ia  n e j  hons! So you need me t o  teach you! 
Ua l i  no hons. Do it l i k e  t h i s .  
Mus t x o j  no hons. Go t h i s  way. 
Sawvdaws mus hons. A l l  of us  w i l l  go. 

hoo 
nas hoo t w m  ( t u s )  The red-be l l ied  s q u i r r e l  (c) . 

hoob 
hoob pob ( lub )  A bomb ( C )  . 
hoob pob tawg The bomb exploded. (occas iona l  

pronunciat ion f o r  ' foob  pob. '  c f .  ' f o o b ' )  . 
. hu To c a l l ,  t o  c r y  ou t ,  t o  s ing .  

hu npe To c a l l  a  name, t o  name, c a l l  by name 
( c f .  'daws ' ) . 

hu kom nws t u a j  Ca l l  him t o  come. 
hu t i a s . . .  Cried saying ..., c a l l e d  saying ... 
hu nkauj To s i n g  a  song. 

2 .  hu Glut tonous,  greedy ( c f .  ' s i a b  h l o b ' ) .  
( a )  hu hu l o j  Of a  person who e a t s  l i k e  a  g l u t t o n .  
(b)  hu hu dab Of a  person who e a t s  l i k e  a  g l u t t o n .  
neeg hu hu l o j  A g l u t t o n .  

3 .  hu Name of a  b i r d  (named f o r  t h e  sound of t h e  b i r d  
c a l l ) .  

hu v a j  ( t u s )  The g r e a t  h o r n b i l l .  
hu v a j  xyoob ( t u s )  Small h o r n b i l l .  

1. hub Large w i t e r  s t o r a g e  ves se l  ( l ub )  (u sua l ly  of s tone  
o r  p o t t e r y ) .  

2 .  hub A c l a y  v e s s e l  f o r  household use,  c l a y  p o t  ( l u b ) .  

1. h u j  
hujsam ( t u s )  A Buddhist p r i e s t  ( C )  , a l s o  'haujsam' 

2 .  h u j  
hujsim I n  moderation. 
haus hujsim TO dr ink  i n  moderaticn (of i n t o x i c a n t s ) .  

3 .  h u j  
hujxwv xav In tending  t o  do whether gran ted  permission 

o r  no t ,  d e s i r i n g  t o  do wi th  i n t e n s i t y .  (c f .  
' cam thawj . ' 1 

1. hum F i t t i n g ,  r i g h t ,  s u i t a b l e ,  app rop r i a t e  ( s a i d  'haum' 
i n  Laos) . 

hum nkaus Very f i t t i n g ,  very  s u i t a b l e ,  j u s t  r i g h t .  
hum s i a b  S a t i s f i e d ,  see ing  eye t o  eye ( c f .  'dhos, 

r aug ' )  . 
thooj  s i a b  hum hauv Oneness of h e a r t ,  i n  h e a r t  

fe l lowship ,  harmony of mind. 
t s is  hum Unf i t t i ng ,  unsu i t ab l e .  

2 .  hum Goods, a r t i c l e s  (c) . 
ua moj hum TO do coarse  work o r  workmanship. 
ua xim hum TO do f i n e  work o r  workmanship. 

3 .  hum 
povhum ( lub )  A charm, a  prec ious  s tone .  

hus To ga the r  toge ther  with t h e  hand. 
Muab t e s  hus k i a g  10s. Grab t h e  t h ings  t oge the r  

with your hand. 
Muab hus 10s pov t s eg .  Gather i t  toge ther  with your 

hands and g e t  r i d  of it. 
( a s  i n  c l e a r i n g  away s tubb le  from around t h e  
r i c e  s t ack  be fo re  burning o f f  t h e  f i e l d .  ) 

1. huv ~ 1 1 ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  
huvs i  Al toge ther ,  a l l .  
( a )  huv huv li A l l ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  
( b )  huv t i b s i  A l l ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  
t ag  huv huv li Completely gone, a l l  gone. 
no j  huvs i  Eat it a l l .  

2 .  huv c l ean ,  undef i led .  
Mov ts is  huv. The r i c e  i s  d i r t y  and n o t  f i t  t o  e a t .  

hua TO s t i c k  i n  t h e  t h r o a t  ( a s  medicine t h a t  won't  go down 
o r  of  t h ings  hard  t o  swallow. c f .  ' h o b ' ) .  

1. huab Cloud, clouds,  cloudy ( c l f .  ' t a u v '  o r  ' t w v ' ) .  
i b  t a u  huab One cloud, a  cloud ( ' t a u '  t. c .  ) 
i b  n t u j  huab Clouded over sky, whole sky of clouds.  
pos huab n t i  Clouds a l l  a r m n d ,  surrounded by cloud. 
pos pos huab Foggy ( t empora r i l y ) .  
( a )  i b  hav huab An expanse of cloud o r  fog.  
(b)  i b  p lag  huab An expanse of cloud o r  fog. 
cov huab c louds ,  t h e  clouds.  
huab n tsau  tsawv Foggy, cloudy ( s t e a d i l y ) .  

2 .  huab Varicolored ( C )  . 
nees huab A va r i co lo red  horse ,  brown and white  horse .  

3 .  huab 
huab ta i s  ( c f .  f u a b t a i s '  ) ( t u s )  Great  r u l e r ,  emperor, 

legendary Hmong king,  klng.  

4 .  huab ( a )  huabhwm A people,  a  c i t i z e n r y .  

(b)  pejxeein huabhwm A people,  a  c i t i z e n r y .  

5. huab 
huabxeeb ( lub)  Peanut,  t h e  peanut ( C ) .  

6. huab 
yimhuab ( c f .  ' y i m ' ) .  





1. hwm TO reverence,  t o  honor, r e spec t ,  t o  d e f e r  t o ,  
t o  esteem ( C )  . 

Yuav hwm niam tx iv .  Respect your pa ren t s .  
NWS t s is  hwm kuv. He d i d n ' t  honor my word. 

2 .  hwm 
povhwm To p r o t e c t ,  defend, guard, s h e l t e r  (C) . 

3 .  hwm To pound ou t  a  th inner  a r ea  of metal between two 
t h i c k e r  a r ea s .  (A term used i n  forg ing  meta l . )  

4 .  hwm 
( a )  huabhwm A people,  a  c i t i z e n r y  ( c f .  pejxeem). 
(b)  pejxeem huabhwm A people,  a  c i t i z e n r y .  

5 .  hwm 
sau meejhwm TO t ake  a  census ( c ) .  
meejhwm A census ( C )  . 

6 .  hwm 
'tswjhwm' ( c f .  ' t s w j  I )  . 

hws pe r sp i r a t i on ,  condensed moisture.  
t a m  hws To p e r s p i r e .  

1. hwv To graze  on s tubb le  o r  s t a l k s .  
hwv nees To s e t  horses  f r e e  t o  graze  on s tubb le  o r  

co rns t a lk s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  

2 .  hwv 
hwvtaus ( rab)  A h a t c h e t  (C). 

3 .  hwv 
hwvcheej ( l ub )  A g u i t a r  o r  dulcimer, ( c ) .  

hwwv An i n t e n s i v e  f i n a l  p a r t i c l e  ( c f .  ' h e e v ' ) .  
n t a i v  qos hwwv Extremely h o t .  
l o j  hwwv Extremely l a rge .  
Koj kumyuj txawj xam hwwv. You c e r t a i n l y  can 

f i g u r e  th ings  out  l (somewhat s a t i r i c a l )  . 

h l a  To c ros s  over ,  go ac ros s .  
h l a  plaws TO c ros s  completely over .  
h l a  dhau mus TO c ros s  through t h e  midst ,  pass  over 

t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

1. h l a b  To sca ld ,  s ca ld ing .  
h l a b  npua TO sca ld  a  p i g ,  pour on sca ld ing  water  t o  

deha i r  a  s laughtered  p ig .  
d e j  kub h l a b  Scalded by h o t  water .  
r o j  h l a b  Scalded by h o t  o i l .  

2 .  h l a  To e n c i r c l e  ( a s  a  b e l t  o r  s a s h ) .  
h l a b  s i v  ( t x o j )  The red sash  on a  Hmong woman's apron. 
h l a b  ntxhoo ( t x o j )  The ends of  a  Hmong woman's apron sash .  
h l a b  ntaub ( t x o j )  The embroidery s t r i p  e n c i r c l i n g  a  

turban.  
t x o j  h l a b  ntawv The umbi l ica l  cord.  

3 .  h l a  
h l a b  pas The oesophagas. 

4. h l a  
khaub h l a b  Old c lo th ing ,  r ags ,  ( c f .  'khaub ncaws ' ) , 

ragged, worn out .  

1. h l a v  To p u t  f o r t h  leaves  o r  shoots  o r  r o o t s .  
h l a v  nplooj  To p u t  f o r t h  leaves .  
h l av  n tsuag  To p u t  f o r t h  shoots  ( a s  a  new shoot  on 

a  t r e e  stump, e t c . )  
( a )  h l a v  cag To p u t  f o r t h  r o o t s .  
(b) nrhau cag To pu t  f o r t h  r o c t s .  

2 .  h l a v  A burning s t i c k .  
h l av  hluavtaws ( t u s )  A burning s t i c k  i n  t h e  f i r e ,  

p i ece  of burning firewood. 

3. h l a v  
p l ab  h l av  Sharp abdominal pa in .  

h l a i s  To c u t ,  t o  s l i c e ,  c u t  with a  s l i c i n g  motion ( con t r .  
' t x i a v ' )  . 

h l a i s  n q a i j  To s l i c e  meat. 

1. h l au  I ron  ( con t r .  ' k a b ' )  . 
ntaus  h l au  To b e a t  o r  forge  i r o n .  
n t s i a  h l a u  A n a i l ,  n a i l s .  
nchuav h l au  TO pour molten i r o n ,  melt  i r o n  t o  mould. 
niam h l au  A magnet ( l ub )  . 

2 .  h l au  A hoe, t h e  curved type of hoe used by Me0 ( r ab )  . 



3. h lau  Cl f .  f o r  s t rokes  of t h e  curved Iimong hoe, a hoeful  

rau  h l a u  av Six hoefu ls  of ea r th .  
i b  h l aus  One hoefu l  (Note t. c . )  . 

1. hlaub  Pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  human l eg .  
p l ab  h laub  The lower p a r t  of t h e  l eg ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  f l e shy  p a r t  a t  t he  back of t h e  lower l eg .  
( a )  roob hlaub The sh in ,  t h e , f r o n t  of t h e  lower leg .  
(b)  roob qhib  The s h i n ,  t he  f r o n t  of t h e  lower l e g .  

2 .  h laub  The warp i n  weaving, t h e  long threads  crossed 
by t h e  ' t x i a .  ' 

3. hlaub  The up r igh t  suppor t ing  frame ac ros s  which t h e  
more f l e x i b l e  s t r a n d s  a r e  woven i n  making a baske t .  

h l aus  t . c .  c f .  ' h l a u '  De f in i t i on  No. 3 .  

hlauv To f a l l  through. 
h lauv  qhov lawm F e l l  through t h e  ho le .  
h lauv  hnyuv Prolapsed bowel, he rn i a .  

hlaw t . c . ,  ( c f .  'hlawv' De f in i t i on  2 ,  No. 6 ) .  

1. hlaws Beads, esp.  t h e  t i n y  g l a s s  beads used on Hmong 
c lo th ing  ( l ub )  . 

2 .  hlaws Bead-like. 
qhovmuag hlaws hlaws Br igh t  sh in ing  eyes l i k e  beads 

(of persons o r  an ima l s ) .  

1. hlawv To burn something ( con t r .  'kub hny iab ' )  . 
Muab hlawv pov t s e g  Take it and burn it up. 
hlawv ntawv To burn paper ( e s p e c i a l l y  paper money 

i n  s p i r i t  r i t e s ) .  

2 .  hlawv Used a s  a p . v . i n t .  (cf. Appendix p. 469 ) .  
As a s i n g l e  i n t ens ive .  

Nws haus nrov hlawv. H e  d r inks  n o i s i l y .  
I n  combination wi th  o t h e r  i n t ens ives :  
hlawv h l o  (used wi th  verbs 'n txeev ,  ' ' u a ,  ' ' t i g ,  ' 

' tshem' ) 
Lawv muab qhovtxhiachaw ntxeev hlawv h lo .  They 

turned  every th ing  over .  ( turned everything 
ups ide  darn.  ) 

hlawv h l i a s  (conveying the  idea of recur rence)  
l o o j  hlawv h l i a s  Recurring unconsciousness. 
t s is  nco qab hlaw h l i a s  To keep f o r g e t t i n g  th ings  

(Note t . c .  i n  'hlaw' a f t e r  ' qab ' )  . 

3. hlawv 
hlawv t h i a b  A form of s p i r i t  r i t e  performed f o r  a 

person very  ill. An egg i s  placed a t  t h e  door- 
way and made t o  b u r s t  by use  of a charcoal  ember 
i n  an e f f o r t  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  depar t ing  s p i r i t .  

1. h l e  To t ake  o f f ,  t o  remove. 
Nws muab lub  hau h l e  h l o .  He took t h e  l i d  completely 

o f f .  
Hle kausmom. Take t h e  h a t  o f f .  Take o f f  your h a t .  

2 .  h l e  F in i sh ,  t o  f i n i s h  ( i n  c e r t a i n  l imi t ed  c o n t e x t s ) .  
h l e  l a m  Finished ( a l s o  c f .  t h e  fol lowing express ions  

wi th  t h e  same meaning: ' t a g  lawm,' 'khauv l a m , '  
'dawb l a m ' ) .  

h l e b  A c o f f i n  ( l ub )  . 
( a )  l ub  h l e b  A c o f f i n .  
(b) l ub  h l e b  ntoos A c o f f i n .  

Nws pab ntxua lub  hlob.  He helped make t h e  c o f f i n .  

h l ev  To extend ( t h e  tongue) .  
Hlev np la ig .  Put o u t  your tongue. Extend your tongue. 

1. h l i  The moon ( lub )  , month ( l ub )  . 
lub  h l i  The moon. 
l ub  h l i  no This  month. 
i b  h l i s  One month (t.  c .  ) 
i b  l ub  h l i  One month. 
rau h l i  Six months. 
cua j  h l i s  Nine months ( t . c . )  
k a j  h l i  Moonlight. 
( a )  qaim h l i  Br ight  moonlight. 
(b)  t shav  h l i  Br ight  moonlight.  

h i i  x i a b  The waxing of t h e  moon. 
h l i  nqeq The waning of t h e  moon. 
h l i  n r a  F u l l  moon 
phua qab thoob Half moon. 
h l i  nraim qa ib  The 16th and 17th of t h e  lunar  month. 

( t h e  t i m e  when t h e  moon canes up a f t e r  t h e  
chickens have gone t o  roos t . )  

nyob nruab h l i s  ( t . c . )  Of a woman i n  t h e  f i r s t  month 
a f t e r  c h i l d b i r t h .  

2 .  h l i  The whi te  of an egg. 
h l i  qe  ( l ub )  Egg whi te ,  t h e  whi te  of an egg. 
Nws no j  l ub  h l i  qe  t ag .  He a t e  t h e  egg whi te .  

h l i b  To t ake  something ou t  from t h e  ashes of t h e  f i r e .  
Muab qos h l i b  10s no j .  Take t h e  p o t a t o  ou t  of t h e  

ashes t o  e a t .  

1. h l i s  Var ian t  s p e l l i n g  of ' h l i '  i n  conformity wi th  p a t t e r n s  
of tone change ou t l i ned  i n  Appendix 1 ( c f .  ' h l i ' ) .  



2 .  h l i s  
p a j  noob h l i s  ( t sob )  The sunflower. 

3 .  h l i s  
ntoo nploo j h l i s  A k ind  of hard  t r e e  o r  wood used 

f o r  making handles,  e t c .  

h l i v  To pour, t o  pour o u t  ( c f .  'qe:,' ' t h e e j ' ) .  
( f o r  t h i s  meaning ' laub 1s more commonly used 
i n  Blue Me0 d i a l e c t ) .  

Muab h l i v  pov t s e g .  Pour it o u t  and g e t  r i d  of it. 
h l i v  nthwv To pour o u t ,  pour. 

h l i a s  Post  ve rba l  i n t e n s i v e  (p.v. i n t . )  c f .  Appendix 8. 
loo  j  hlawv h l i a s  Recurring unconsciousness. 
tsis nco qab hlawv h l i a s  To keep f o r g e t t i n g  th ings .  
t saug  zog l o o j  h l i a s  Very s leepy .  

h l i a v  To sharpen t o  a  round po in t .  
Koj pab h l i a v  kuv t u s  cwjmem. Help sharpen my penc i l  

f o r  me. 

1. h l o  A p o s t  ve rba l  i n t ens ive  u sua l ly  i n d i c a t i n g  a  
q u a l i t y  of immediacy i n  t h e  ac t ion  of  t h e  verb.  
~t usua l ly  fol lows r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  verb.  ( c f .  
Appendix 8) . 

vau h l o  To f a l l  over .  
rho h l o  To p u l l  o u t  qu ick ly .  
nqa h l o  TO c a r r y  o f f ,  t ake ,  hold.  
t s a  h l o  To r a i s e  up. 
t i g  h l o  To t u r n  around. 
qh ib  (qheb) h l o  To open up. 
zoo h l o  TO g e t  we l l .  
ris h l o  To ca r ry  on t h e  back. 
rov h l o  To r e t u r n .  
keev h l o  whole, s o l i d ;  'keev h l o  c i '  To r o a s t  whole. 
( a )  ntxeev h l o  To t u r n  over .  
(b)  ntxeev hlawv h l o  To t u r n  over .  

kwv h l o  To c a r r y  on t h e  shoulder .  
~ l s o  used i n  a  s i m i l a r  way with many o t h e r  verbs ,  e.g. 

mus, l o s ,  s a w ,  h l e ,  ua,  kaw, muab, t x a i s ,  hlawv, 
n o j ,  haus,  e t c .  (See l i s t i n g s  under i nd iv idua l  
verbs f o r  meanings.) 

The s u b j e c t  may appear between the  verb and ' h l o '  
poob s i a b  h l o  Frightened ( l i t e r a l l y  ' a  f a l l e n  l i v e r '  ) . 
t s a  t e s  h l o  To r a i s e  t h e  hand. 

AS a  pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i v e  ' h l o '  may e i t h e r  be  used a s  
a  s i n g l e  word a s  i n  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  above, o r  
i n  two word combinations. The combination 
' . . . p e s  h l o '  may be  used with t h e  same verbs  a s  
ou t l i ned  above and c a r r i e s  t h e  same meaning. 

r a s  pes h l o  S t a r t l e d  ( c f .  'dheev' ) , quickly  awakened. 
t s a  pes h l o  To r a i s e  up. 

The combination I . . .  h l o  l it  is  used a s  an i n t e n s i v e  
ending t o  a  s ta tement  o r  expression.  

Kuv t s i s  xav mus kev no h l o  li. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  want 
t o  go t h i s  way. 

The p . v . i n t .  ' h l o '  i s  a l s o  used i n  combination wi th  
' hlawv. 

ntxeev hlawv h l o  To t u r n  every th ing  over ,  t u r n  over .  
Lawv muab qhovtxhiachaw ntxeev hlawv h lo .  They turned 

every th ing  upside down. ( c f .  'hlawv' ) 

2 .  h l o  To suck i n  t h e  b rea th .  
h l o  h l o  To suck i n  t h e  b rea th .  

1. hlob To grow, grow up, grown up. 
Koj t u s  menyuam hlob zoo zoo. Your c h i l d  i s  growing 

wel l .  
T s i s  kheev hlob.  Doesn't  seem t o  grow we l l .  
N w s  hlob t i a v  h luas .  He has grown up i n t o  a  young man. 

2 .  hlob The o l d e r ,  t he  e l d e r  ( i n  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) .  
t u s  tub  hlob The e l d e s t  son.  
Nws hlob kuv. He i s  o l d e r  than I .  
t x i v  hlob F a t h e r ' s  e l d e r  b ro the r .  
niam hlob Wife of f a t h e r ' s  e l d e r  b ro the r .  

3 .  hlob Forcefu l ,  g r e a t  i n  volume, 'heavy' i n  volume. 
cua hlob A g r e a t  wind. 
Cua tshuab hlob hlob.  The wind blows wi th  g r e a t  force .  
Los nag hlob hlob li. I t  i s  r a in ing  heavi ly .  
d e j  hlob High water ,  g r e a t  flow of water .  

4 .  hlob Proud. 
Nws muaj muaj hlob.  He i s  proud. ( looks down on o t h e r s ,  

won' t  answer properly when spoken t o ,  e t c . )  
Nws muaj s i a b  hlob. He i s  covetous, g lu t tonous .  

( c f .  'hu hu dab , '  'hu hu l o j ' ) .  
ncauj  hlob Prone t o  cu r se ,  always curs ing  (proud mouth). 
( a )  sam hlob Bad language. 
(b )  Sam k iag  Bad language. 

hloo To h ibe rna t e .  
Dais hloo.  The bear  h ibe rna t e s .  

hloob Nonconversant, unincl ined t o  speak. 
neeg hloob A person who doesn ' t  t a l k  much. 

hloov To change, t o  exchange. 
Nws hloov lub  npe lawm. He changed h i s  name. 
Rov mus t s e v  hloov khaubncaws. Go home and change 

your c lo thes .  



h l u  To s t a l l ,  s t a l l  f o r  t ime  ( a s  of  a  pe r son  purpose ly  
d e l a y i n g  go ing  t o  work u n t i l  o t h e r s  have 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  j o b ) .  

Txhob h l u ,  kov t s i j  mus pab. Don ' t  s t a l l ,  go and 
h e l p  r i g h t  away. 

h l u b  To show m e r c i f u l  c a r e ,  t o  l o v e  (and look a f t e r ) ,  t o  
p i t y ,  t o  have compassion ( t h i s  word i m p l i e s  love  
and concern p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  expressed  i n  look ing  
a f t e r  t h e  needs  of  a n o t h e r  pe r son)  c o n t r .  'nyiam'  

Menyuam yuav h l u b  niam t x i v .  C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  have 
concern f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  

Lawv t s i s  h l u b  kuv. They d o n ' t  l o v e  ( look  a f t e r )  me. 
T s i s  muaj neeg h lub .  No one c a r e s  f o r  me. 

h l u j  P o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i v e  used i n  combinat ion,  ' . . . h l u j  h l u a v . '  
xuab taw h l u j  h l u a v  To "Drag t h e  f e e t . "  
N w s  xuab taw h l u j  h l u a v  ts is  xav mus k i a g  li. H e  k e p t  

d r a g g i n g  h i s  f e e t  and d i d n ' t  want t o  go a t  a l l .  

h l u a  Rope, s t r i n g  ( c l f .  ' t x o j '  f o r  l e n g t h s )  ( c l f .  ' k a u j '  
f o r  c o i l s )  

Muab t x o j  h l u a  k h i  rawv. T i e  it up t i g h t l y  w i t h  a  
rope .  

( a )  h l u a  ncaws A kind  o f  s m a l l  s t r i n g  s n a r e  f o r  b i r d s .  
( b )  noog ncaws A kind  of  s m a l l  s t r i n g  s n a r e  f o r  b i r d s .  

h l u a s  Young, younger .  
h l u a s  Young, younger .  
( a )  h l u a s  h l u a s  11 Q u i t e  young. 
(b) h l u a s  n t x h i a s  Q u i t e  young. 
h l u a s  n raug  A young man, you th  (unmar r ied) .  
h l u a s  nkau j  A young woman, maiden (unmar r ied) .  
Nws h l o b  t i a v  h l u a s .  He grew i n t o  young manhood. 
cov t i a v  h l u a s  Young peop le .  
t x i v  h l u a s  Husband of a  woman's younger sister ( o r )  

husband o f  w i f e ' s  younger s i s t e r .  
niam h l u a s  W i f e ' s  younger s i s t e r .  

1. h l u a v  Embers, c o a l s .  
h l u a v  ntawv The remains  o f  burned paper .  
h l u a v  n c a i g  Wood embers,  c o a l s .  

2 .  h l u a v  
hluavtaws F i r e  ( c l f .  ' cub'  ) . 
Hluavtaws kub kub li. The f i r e  i s  h o t !  
Menyuam t s i s  txhob kov hluavtaws.  C h i l d r e n  shou ld  

n o t  hand le  f i r e .  
( a )  i b  p l a g  hluavtaws A g r e a t  expanse o f  f i r e .  
( b )  i b  n t u j  h luavtaws A g r e a t  expanse o f  f i r e .  
( c )  n t u j  tawg A g r e a t  expanse o f  f i r e .  
np la im hluavtaws Flames. 
h l a v  hluavtaws L igh ted  s t i c k s  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e  f i r e .  

3 .  h l u a v  
h l u a v  h l u a v  ncuav F u l l  o f  h o l e s ,  pock marked. 
p l h u  h l u a v  h l u a v  ncuav Face marked w i t h  pock marks. 

4 .  h l u a v  P o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i v e  used w i t h  ' h l u j . '  ( c f .  ' h l u j ' )  

1. hlw Taper ing  t o  a  rounded p o i n t .  
( a )  hlw z u j  zus  Taper ing  t o  a  p o i n t ,  g e t t i n g  s m a l l e r .  
( b )  me z u j  zus Taper ing  t o  a  p o i n t ,  g e t t i n g  s m a l l e r .  

2 .  hlw A s p e c i e s  of  f o r e s t  animal  ( t u s )  . 
moj hlw A s p e c i e s  of  s m a l l  r o d e n t  ( t u s ) .  

hlwb B r a i n ,  marrow. 
hlwb pobtxha Bone marrow. 
N w s  li hlwb t u s  t u s .  He h a s  a  good b r a i n .  
hlwb n t a g  ruam Mental ly  d u l l .  

hlws Cro tch .  
hlws r is The c r o t c h  of  t h e  t r o u s e r s .  

hlwv A b l i s t e r  ( l u b )  , t o  b l i s t e r .  
sawv hlwv To ' r a i s e '  a  b l i s t e r ,  b l i s t e r i n g .  
Kuv t x i a v  taws i b  hnub, ob t x h a i s  t e s  sawv hlwv. I c u t  

f i rewood t h e  whole day and b o t h  my hands were 
b l i s t e r e d .  



hma Wolf, j a c k a l ,  w i l d  d o g - l i k e  animal .  
hma ( t u s )  The j a c k a l .  
hma l i a b  ( t u s )  Dhole dog, r e d  fox.  
hma n t s u a b  ( t u s )  The wolf .  

hmab Vine,  c r e e p e r  ( c l f .  ' t x o j  ' ) . 
i b  t x o g  hmab n t e v  n t e v  A long  l e n g t h  of v i n e .  
hmab fajkhum A jung le  v i n e  t h a t  entwines  a  t r e e ,  

l i v e s  upon it and g r a d u a l l y  s t r a n g l e s  it. 
It c r e a k s  when f i r s t  c u t  w i t h  an axe s o  it i s  
used m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  o f  a  pe r son  who t e l l s  l i e s .  
( c f .  ' f a j k h u m ' ) .  

kua t x i v  hmab Grape j u i c e  ( j u i c e  of  t h e  v i n e - f r u i t ) .  

hrno Nigh t ,  a  n i g h t .  
i b  hmos ( t . c . 1  One n i g h t .  
nag hmo L a s t  n i g h t .  
hrno n t u j  N i g h t ,  n igh t ime .  
i h  t a g  hrno Midnight.  
n o j  hrno To e a t  supper  ( e a t  t h e  n i g h t  m e a l ) .  
Koj n o j  hrno lawm t s i s  t a u ?  Have you e a t e n  supper?  
t a s  hnub t a s  hrno A l l  day and a l l  n i g h t ,  c o n t i n u a l l y .  

hmob Chicken f l e a s .  
hmob q a i b  Chicken f l e a s  ( t u s ) .  

hmov To c a r e  f o r ,  l i k e .  
s i b  hmov To c a r e  f o r  one a n o t h e r ,  l i k e  one a n o t h e r .  

hmoo Tone change from ' hmoov. ' ( c f  . ' hmoov' ) . 
hmoob The Hmong. 

Hmoob Dawb The White Hmong. 
IImoob Ntsuab The Green Hmonq ( o r )  t h e  Blue Hmong. 
Hmoob Quas Npab The s t r i p e d  Hmong ( o r )  t h e  armband Hmong. 
Hmoob Leeg Another name f o r  t h e  Green Hmong ( o r )  t h e  

Blue Hmong. 
Hmoob Xob Tshuab The f lowery Hmong ( o r  Miao) a s  known 

from China. 
h a i v  Hmoob A l l  Hmong of o t h e r  surnames. 

1. hmoov Powder, d u s t ,  f l o u r .  
hmoov av  Dust.  
hmoov zeb Sand. 
t s h u a j  hmoov Powdered medicine .  
hmoov zeb s i b  Chalk. 

3. hmoov A f e a s t  o r  f e s t i v a l  ( a s  used i n  Laos,  n o t  s o  used 
i n  T h a i l a n d ) .  

ua hmoov To have a  f e a s t  o r  f e s t i v a l .  

hmu Tone change from 'hmuv,' ( c f .  ' hmuv ' ) .  

1. hmuv A s p e a r ,  a  f o r k  ( r a b )  . 
Tus t u b  r o g  nqa i b  r a b  hmuv t u a j .  The s o l d i e r  came 

c a r r y i n g  a  s p e a r .  
d i a v  hmuv ( r a b )  A f o r k ,  e a t i n g  f o r k .  
hmuv r h a i s  p laubhau A h a i r p i n ,  p i n  used around which 

t o  wind t h e  h a i r .  

2 .  hmuv C l f .  f o r  t h r u s t s  w i t h  a  s p e a r .  
nkaug i b  hmu ( t . c . 1  To p i e r c e  once w i t h  a  s p e a r ,  

one t h r u s t  of t h e  s p e a r .  

We s imply make n o t e  of  t h e  s p e l l i n g  of  t h i s  consonant  
c l u s t e r  a s  used i n  t h e  Laos o r thography  c u r r e n t  among t h e  
C a t h o l i c s .  We h e r e  s p e l l  t h e  e x a c t  same consonant  c l u s t e r  
' h n l '  ( c f .  l i s t i n g s  under ' h n l '  ) . 

2.  hmoov F o r t u n e ,  l u c k ,  f a t e  ( c l f .  ' t x o j ' ) .  
N w s  t a u  hmoov zoo t i a g  t i a g .  He r e a l l y  i s  w e l l  o f f .  
muaj hmoo ( t . c . 1  To have (good) f o r t u n e .  
t x o j  hmoo ( t . c . 1  For tune.  
pub hmoov zoo To bestow good f o r t u n e ,  g i v e  good luck .  



hnab Bag, sack ,  sheath ( l ub )  . 
i b  lub hnab ntawv A paper bag. 
khaub hnab ( lub )  A small  s t u f f e d  b a l l  covered wi th  

c l o t h  and used i n  Mong games. 
pov khaub hnab To throw t h e  'khaub hnab' i n  games. 
hnab riam A shea th  f o r  a  kn i f e .  
hnab t s o g  The mantle f o r  a  pressure  lamp. 
t e e b  hnab t sog  A pres su re  lamp ( lub )  . 
lub  hnab n p l e j  The head of r i c e ,  r i c e  head. 
l ub  p lab  hnab The r i c e  head when i n  t he  budding s t age .  

1. hnav To d r e s s ,  t o  pu t  on. 
hnav r i s  t sho  To pu t  on jacke t  and t r o u s e r s ,  t o  d re s s .  
hnav t soos  To pu t  on c l o t h i n g ,  t o  d re s s .  

2. hnav A c e r t a i n  kind of g ra in .  

hnem 
hnem hnov Forge t fu l ,  absent-minded. 
( a )  us hnem hnov To be f o r g e t f u l ,  be absent-minded. 
(b)  ua tem toob ua hnem hnov To be f o r g e t f u l ,  be 

absent-minded. 
neeg hnem hnov A f o r g e t f u l  person. 

hnee Tone change from 'hneev' ( c f .  ' h n e e v ' ) .  

1. hneev The Hmong crossbow, a  crossbow ( r ab )  . 
N w s  xuas hneev t u a  r au  t u s  l i a b .  He k i l l e d  s i x  

monkeys with a  crossbow. 
n t a  hneev To s e t  a  crossbow f o r  f i r i n g ,  p u l l  a  bow. 
t u a  hneev To shoot  wi th  a  crossbow. 
qeb hnee The t r i g g e r  of the*crossbow ( t . c . 1  
taub hnee ( t . c .  ) The body of t h e  crossbow. 
cov t h i  hneev The bamboo bindings on a  crossbow. 

2 .  hneev Cl f .  f o r  f i r i n g s  of t h e  crossbow. 
t u a  i b  hnee ( t . c . )  One s h o t , o f  t h e  crossbow. 

hn i a  To s n i f f  a t ,  t o  smell  something i n t e n t i o n a l l y .  
( con t r .  ' h n o v ' ) .  
Koj s i m  hn ia  mentsis  s a i b  puas qab. Smell t h i s  a  b i t  

and s e e  i f  it is f r a g r a n t .  

hniav Tooth, t e e t h ,  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  t e e t h  ( c l f .  ' t u s ' ) .  
mob hniav Teeth h u r t ,  t e e t h  hur t ing .  
i b  t u g  hniav One too th .  
i b  ncaug hniav One s e t  of t e e t h  ( c f .  ' n c a u j , '  a l s o  

' l o ' ) .  
pos hniav The gums. 
hauvpaus hniav Tooth roo t .  
rab  txhuam hniav Toothbrush. 
zom hniav To gr ind  t h e  t e e t h  t oge the r ,  gnash t h e  

t e e t h .  

rho hniav  To p u l l  t e e t h .  
cog hniav  TO f i t  f a l s e  t e e t h .  
l o o j  hniav To cover t h e  t e e t h  wi th  gold ,  e t c .  
( a )  q i s  hn iav  To clench t h e  t e e t h .  ( a l s o  c f .  ' q o s ' ) .  
( b )  qes hniav  To clench t h e  t e e t h  ( a l s o  c f .  'qos ' ) . 
d i g  hniav  To p ick  t h e  t e e t h .  
hn iav  tabmeej The i n c i s o r s .  
hniav kaus dev The canines and b icuspids .  
hniav puas The molars,  molar. 
hn iav  txhab Wisdom too th .  
hniav t a j  La te  t e e t h .  
hniav cau j  Ear ly  t e e t h .  
mob hniav  kuas s i  Gums s o f t  and b leeding ,  pyorrhea. 
n t x a i s  quav hniav Clucking wi th  t h e  tongue, " t sk ,  t s k ,  

t s k n  "TOO bad."  
ob tog hniav  Two s i d e s  o r  s e t s  of t e e t h  ( a s  t e e t h  

s e t  oppos i t e  each o t h e r  i n  a  h a i r  c l i p p e r s ,  e t c . )  
( a )  hniav n t a i s  i b  s ab  lawm Tooth broken o f f  one s i d e .  
(b)  hniav k h i s  i b  sab  lawm Tooth broken o f f  one s i d e .  
tom hniav  qawv B i t i ng  and gnashing of t e e t h .  
hn iav  riam Knife edge. 

1. hno To i n j e c t ,  i n s e r t  a  needle ( c f .  ' t x h a j  ' )  . 
hno t s h u a j  To i n j e c t  medicine, g ive  an innocula t ion .  
Thov k o j  pab hnov i b  koob t s h u a j .  P lease  g ive  me an 

i n j e c t i o n  of  medicine. 

2 .  hno Cooked r i c e  ( p o e t i c a l )  . 
ua t au  zaub ua t a u  hno Made vegetab les  and r i c e .  
no j  nqaig noj  hnos ( t . c . )  a  f e a s t  ( l i t e r a l l y ,  t ime 

of e a t i n g  meat and r i c e )  This i s  more formal 
language a s  e .g .  used by o l d e r  people.  

hnos Tone change from 'hno' ( c f .  'hno' above) . 
1. hnov TO hea r  ( c o n t r .  ' n loog ' )  . 

Kuv ts is  t a u  hnov dua. I have never heard it be fo re .  
hnov l u s  To hea r  speech. 
( a )  hnov sab nrov To hea r  a  loud noise .  
(b)  hnov suab sab  To hea r  a  loud no i se .  

hnov dheev Heard suddenly. 

2 .  hnov TO sense ,  t o  f e e l  pa in ,  t o  f e e l .  
Kuv ts is  hnov mob qhov twg L i .  I don' t f e e l  pa in  any- 

where. 

3. hnov To sense ,  t o  b e  conscious of a  smell  o r  odor,  t o  
smell .  

Kuv tsis hnov t s w .  I d o n ' t  smell  any odor. ~ ' r n  n o t  
conscious of any smell .  

4 .  hnov To be  f o r g e t f u l  ( i n  combination with 'hnem' o r  ' q a u j ' ) .  
hnov qau j  To keep f o r g e t t i n g .  
ua hnem hnov TO be  very  f o r g e t f u l .  
neeg hnem hnov A f o r g e t f u l  person. 



HNY - hnoob 
hnoob nyoog Age, time ( see  'hnub nyoog' which is 

more common). 

hnoos To cough. 
Nws hnoos hnoos i b  hnub. He's  been coughing a l l  day. 
t s h u a j  hnoos Cough medicine. 

1. hnub Sun, t h e  sun ( l ub )  . 
Lub hnub l o j  dua n t i a j t e b .  The sun i s  l a r g e r  than 

t h e  e a r t h .  
hnub t u a j  Sunr i se ,  t h e  sun r i s e s .  
hnub poob Sunset ,  t h e  sun s e t s .  
sab  hnub t u a j  East .  
s ab  hnub poob West. 
t a v  hnub North o r  south ( t h e  "s ides"  of t h e  sun) . 
Hnub nyuav chiv t u a j .  The sun has  j u s t  come up. 

2 .  hnub Day, a day, daytime. 
i b  hnub One day. 
nruab hnub Daytime. 
hnub hnub Day be fo re  yesterday.  
hnub hmos Night of t h e  day be fo re  yes te rday .  
hnub ca iv  A day of s p e c i a l  observance, day of taboo. 
hnub s o  A day of r e s t .  
t a s  hnub t a s  hmo A l l  day and a l l  n igh t .  
ob hnub tseem Two f u l l  days.  
hnub txooj  Even day (woman's day) . 
hnub t a b  Odd day (man's day) . 

(The Hnong say women a r e  born on even days and 
men on odd days . )  

3 .  hnub Age, time. 
hnub nyoog (sometimes s a i d  'hnub nyug' o r  'hnoob nyoog') 

Age, time, yea r s ,  a person ' s  age. 

4 .  hnub 
hnub qub S t a r  ( l ub )  . 
cov hnub qub The s t a r s .  
hnub qub ya F a l l i n g  s t a r s ,  a s t a r  " f a l l i n g , "  

meteor, a l s o  t h e  express ion  f o r  " t o  s e e  s t a r s ' '  
a s  when s t r u c k  by a hard blow on t h e  head. 

HNL - 
hnlos  To den t ,  t o  be  dented,  t o  have a depressed p l ace .  

( con t r .  ' s u , '  c f .  'zuav '  ' n l u a v ' )  
( a )  hn los  lawm Dented, ben t  ( a s  a t i n ,  e t c . ) .  
(b)  zuav lawm Dented, ben t .  
( c )  nluav lawm Dented, bent .  
av hnlos  A depress ion  i n  t h e  ground. 

hnya To scowl, squ in t ,  frown, look s u l l e n  o r  gloomy. 
n t s e j  muag hnya hnya A scowling face .  
Thaum nws haus t s h u a j  i a b  i a b  nws t x a m  hnya hnya 

When he  drank t h e  b i t t e r  medicine he  scowled. 

1. hnyav Heavy, weighty. 
ob thoob d e j  hnyav hnyav Two heavy p a i l s  of  water .  
hnyav qees Very heavy. 
( a )  hnyav tog Heavy b u t  small  i n  bulk ( a s  metal ,  e t c .  ) 
(b)  hnyav qes Heavy b u t  small  i n  bulk (as  meta l ,  e t c . )  
( a )  hnyav ya Heavy b u t  comparatively g r e a t  i n  bulk ( a s  

wood, e t c . )  
(b)  hnyav s i a b  Heavy b u t  comparatively g r e a t  i n  bulk 

( a s  wood, e t c . )  

2 .  hnyav v'Heavy" used metaphor ica l ly .  
s i a b  hnyav Heavy hea r t ed ,  sor rowful ,  d i s t r e s s e d .  

3 .  hnyav 
neeg cev hnyav Of a woman who e a s i l y  becomes pregnant  

( c f .  'neeg t u a b ' ) .  

hayev Post  verba l  i n t e n s i v e ,  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
qua j  nrov hnyev Whimpering, t o  whimper, c r y  wi th  a 

low broken voice.  

hnyiab To be  burned. 
kub hnyiab Burned. 
Lub t s e v  kub hnyiab t a g  l a m .  The house was completely 

burned up. 
tsw t s w  kub hnyiab Smells of something burned. 

1. hnyo Long-haired. 
dev hnyo A long-haired dog. 

2 .  hnyo 
( a )  ntxhov quav hnyo TO make a d i s tu rbance ,  a tumult .  
(b) ntxhov quav n i a b  To make a d is turbance ,  a tumult .  

hnyos To rebuke. 
Nws hnyos hnyos kuv. He scolded me, rebuked me. 

1. hnyuv I n t e s t i n e ,  i n t e s t i n e  l i k e ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
i n t e s t i n e s  ( c l f .  ' t x o j ' )  . 

hnyuv dub The l a r g e  i n t e s t i n e .  
hnyuv dawb The small  i n t e s t i n e .  
hnyuv ntxwm Sausage ( t x o j )  . 
hlauv hnyuv Prolapsed bowel, he rn i a .  



2 .  hnyuv Male sex member, per ta in ing t o  the male sex 
member. ( c l f .  ' t u s ' )  ( c f .  ' q a u ' ) .  

( a )  tus  qau The penis.  
(b) tus  hnyuv The penis. 
( c )  tus  hnyuv qau The penis.  
( a )  hnyuv qe The t e s t i c l e s .  
(b)  noob qes The t e s t i c l e s .  

1. ka 
ka poom ( lub)  A can (Thai) .  

( a l so  pronounced 'kas poom' ) . 
2 .  ka 

tx iv  k a l a j  ( lub) Olive, the  o l i v e  ( i n  Laos the 
terms used i s  ' tx iv  r o j  ' ) . 

1. kab A wri t t en  l i n e ,  a  l i n e  ( t x o j )  ( c f .  de f in i t ion  No. 4 )  
kuam kab Inscribe a  l i n e .  
ua kab Make a  l i n e  on paper. 
sau rau kab Write on the l i n e .  

2 .  kab Worm c a t e r p i l l a r ,  bee t l e ,  sp ider ,  bug ( t u s )  (many 
kinds with individual  names) . 

kab npauj Larva, Moth larva.  
kab txws Marbleworm, hundred legged worm. 
kab hluas nees Moulmein t r a i n  worm. 
( a )  kab pwj nyug Rhinocerous bee t l e .  
(b)  kab pwj nyoog Rhinocerous bee t l e .  

kab laug sab Small va r i e ty  of spider which makes 
a  web. 

kab laug tsov Large va r i e ty  of spider which l i v e s  
i n  the ground and makes no web. 

kab qaus l e s  Dragonfly. 
kab nqos v ias  Locust. 
kab khaub ruab Stick bug, insec t  resembling a  s t i c k .  
kab n t s i g  Hairy c a t e r p i l l a r  which s t i n g s  on contact .  
kab tuas Type of large  varicolored c a t e r p i l l a r .  
( a )  kab l a u j  kaub "Daddy long legs" spider.  
(b) kab r a j  r i s  laus "Daddy long legsn spider .  

3 .  kab 
l a j  kab A fence ( t x o j ) .  
(a)  xov l a j  kab To make a  fence. 
(b) tuav l a j  kab To make a  fence. 

4. kab A way, a  path ( c f .  de f in i t ion  No. 1) . 
kab l i g  n t u j  The Milky Way. 
kab t s h i s  A goat path. 
kab muas lwj A deer path.  
txo j  kab tsaug A porcupine t r a i l .  

(These l a s t  th ree  expressions and s imi la r  ones 
f o r  other animals a r e  used t o  describe t r a i l s  
over rocks or  through undergrowth used by these 
animals, not  the  ac tua l  foo tp r in t s . )  

5.  kab 
kabke A r i t e ,  a  ceremony ( t x o j )  . 
txo j  kabke ntxuav Baptism ( A s  used i n  Thailand). 

6. kab 
tx iv  kab ntxwv The orange, oranges ( lub) . 

7 .  kab S tee l  (contr  . ' h l au '  ) . 
ceem kab To temper s t e e l .  
Muab kab ntaus i b  rab riam. Take s t e e l  and make a  knife .  

8. kab 
tsom kab tsom kwm TO care  f o r ,  t o  look a f t e r  ( c f .  ' tsom') 

9. kab 
xwmkab The s p i r i t  paper paste! on the  r e a r  wall  of a  

Hmong house ( c f .  dab, ' xwm' ) . 
10. kab c l f .  fo r  nswal lmm or  "smoken of opium or  tobacco. 

haus i b  kab yeeb TO smoke one pipeful  of opium. 

11. kab 
kab yeeb The name of a  s p i r i t  t o  whom incense i s  

burned and whose help  i s  sought t o  prevent 
i l l n e s s ,  e t c .  

1 2 .  kab 
mob kab yaim Name of a  c e r t a i n  skin  d isease  of dogs 

and ca t s .  

13. kab 
cov tshwj kab The ones who a r e  appointed t o  serve the 

meat a t  a  wedding o r  funeral  f e a s t .  

14. kab 
kab n t s u j  Descriptive of an animis t ic  r i t e  serving t o  

p ro tec t  the  individual  from the  ' b i t e '  of e v i l  
s p i r i t s .  Water i s  put  i n t o  a  r i c e  bowl and swung 
round the person 's  head. 



15. kab 
kab t s i b  Sugar cane. 

kag Tone change from 'ka j  ' (c f .  'ka j  ) . 
1. k a j  Bright ,  characterized by l i g h t ,  l i g h t .  

k a j  ntug Daylight. 
k a j  ntug txoog Dawn. 
( a )  k a j  ntug huv Daybreak. 
(b) k a j  ntug plaws Daybreak. 

k a j  h l i s  Moonlight. 
n tu  j ka j The b r i g h t  ' heavens. 
k a j  n r ig  Bright a l l  around. 
k a j  lug Very b r igh t .  
txo j  kev k a j  The l i g h t ,  the  way of l i g h t .  

2 .  k a j  
(a) k a j  s i a b  Sa t i s f i ed  with things,  h e a r t  refreshed.  
(b) lub s i a b  k a j  Sa t i s f i ed  with things,  h e a r t  

ref  reshed. 

3 .  k a j  Emphatic f i n a l  p a r t i c l e .  
Neb t u a j  s a i b  k a j  ! Come and see! 

4. k a j  Clf .  f o r  a *'batch" of vegetables, p ickles ,  e t c .  
k a j  zaub no This batch of vegetables. 
i b  kag zaub One batch of vegetables (t.  c . )  

5. k a j  
khaum k a j  khaurn kus Keeps g e t t i n g  caught up on 

something ( c f .  'khaum') . 
1. kam Willing, agreeable. 

Kuv karn thiab.  I ' m  wi l l ing.  
KUV t s i s  kammus. I won't go. 
karn ntxhias Very wi l l ing ,  wl l l ing  immediately. 

2 .  kam Accustomed t o .  
Noj mov t s i s  karn. Unaccustomed t o  ea t ing r i c e .  
Nws sau ntawv t s i s  kam. He i s n ' t  accustomed t o  writ ing.  

3 .  karn Business, a f f a i r s  ( t u s ) .  
Koj muaj karn dabts i?  What i s  your business? What do 

you want? 

4 .  karn 
karn paug To be pussy, t o  have pus, exuding pus. 

kas Maggots. 
nqa i j  ua kas Maggoty meat, the meat has maggots. 

1. kav To manage, t o  govern, ru le .  
kav tebchaws To r u l e  a nation.  
 us uas kav n t u j  kav t e b  yog tus  l o j  kawg nkaus. 

The one who ru les  heaven and ea r th  i s  g rea tes t .  

2 .  kav The stem, the  body of a t r e e  or  vine as d i s t i n c t  from 
the branches; the l i n e s  i n  a leaf  ( t u s ) .  

Tus kav hmab qhuav tag  lawm. The body of the  vine i s  
dr ied  up. 

3 .  kav The b a r r e l  of a gun. 
tus  kav phom The gun b a r r e l .  

4. kav The lower l eg ,  the  shin  (c f .  'roob hlaub'  ) . 
tus  kav hlaub The shin,  lower leg (c f .  ' h l a u b ' ) .  

5 .  kav 
kavtheej  ( t x o j )  Rattan. 

6.  kav 
kavxwm ( t u s )  The manager o r  master of ceremonies a t  

a f e a s t  or  ceremony, the one asked t o  be i n  
charge of organizing the work a t  a wedding or  
funeral  f e a s t  ( c f .  ' tshoob, ' ' tuag' ) . 

7 .  kav 
kav ywm A kind of vegetable with wide leaves ( t sob)  . 

8. kav 
nees f a j  kav ( t u s )  A yellow horse.  

9. kav 
txwm kav (an expression used before verbs t o  ind ica te  

ac t ion persevered i n  regardless of advice, e t c . )  
( c f .  ' txwm'  ) . 

10. kav 
t s i s  kav N O  matter what (cf .  'txujkum') . 

kaim 
kaim tom An expression used i n  the game of topspinning 

t o  ind ica te  the f i r s t  top i s  l e f t  spinning and 
the  one thrown has gone amiss. 

1. k a i s  A pipe, a spout ( t u s )  . 
lub hwj k a i s  A t e a k e t t l e  ( l i t e r a l l y  "pipe* k e t t l e )  . 

2 .  k a i s  TO push food i n t o  the  mouth with the use of 
chopsticks. 

k a i s  rawg Push food i n t o  the mouth with chopsticks. 

3 .  k a i s  Clf .  f o r  mouthfuls by chopsticks. 
Nws muab rawg noj rau k a i s  mov. He took chopsticks 

and a t e  s i x  mouthfuls of r i c e .  

k au 
y i j  kau A kind of b i r d  something l i k e  a wild hen 

( c l f .  t u s )  . 



1. kaub Cal luses ,  c a l l u sed .  
kaub puab Cal luses .  

2. kaub Of hardened r i c e  o r  meat, a scab. 
kaub puab mov The browned hardened r i c e  adhering t o  

t h e  s i d e s  and bottom of  t h e  cooking po t .  
kaub puab n q a i j  Hardened browned meat s t i c k i n g  t o  

t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  cooking po t .  Also used t o  
desc r ibe  a scab.  

kaug Tone change from ' kau j  ' o r  'kaus '  ( c f .  'kauj  ' 'kaus ' ) 

1. kau j  A c o i l ,  a r i n g  ( lub)  (cont r .  ' n p l h a i b ' )  . 
kau j  hmab Coi l s  of v ine .  
kau j  xov t o o j  A w i r e  c o i l .  

2 .  k au j  C l f .  f o r  c o i l s  o r  r i ngs .  
i b  kaug h lua  ( t . c . )  a c o i l  of rope.  
rau  kau j  h lua  Six c o i l s  of rope. 

3 .  kau j  
( a )  t sheb  kau j  vab ( l ub )  A b i cyc l e .  
(b)  tshuab kau j  vab ( l ub )  A b i c y c l e .  

1. kaum A corner  ( c l f .  ' c e g ' )  . 
i b  ceg kaum One corner ,  a corner .  
kaum t s e v  corner  of t h e  house. 
nce j  kaum The corner  up r igh t  p o s t s  of a house. 
mom kaum The ends of a roo f .  
nyob i b  leeg  i b  ceg kaum n t u j  Widely s c a t t e r e d ,  

each l i v i n g  i n  h i s  own corner  of t h e  heavens. 

2. kaum Used f o r  t h e  d i g i t  ' t e n '  i n  numbers 10 t o  19. 
kaum t u s  Ten a r t i c l e s .  
kaum 10 
kaum i b  11 
kaum ob 12 
kaum peb 13 ( e t c . )  

3 .  kaum 
ntaub kaum A type of s tu rdy  black co t ton  c l o t h .  

4 .  kaum 
s u a j  kaum To f i n i s h .  
t x o j l u s  s u a j  kaum The l a s t  o r  f i n a l  word. 

5.  kaum 
tabkaum To h inder  o r  de lay .  
( a )  Tabkaum k o j  . "1 have hindered you. " i. e .  I 

have i n t e r f e r e d  wi th  your work. 
(b )  tabkaum k o j  li haujlwm. "I have hindered you. " 

i . e .  I have i n t e r f e r e d  with your work. 

1. kaus Fang, tusk ,  beak ( t u s ) .  
kaus ntxhw Elephant 's  tusk ,  ivory  tusk ,  ivory.  
kaus ncauj  The beak of a b i r d .  
hn iav  kaus dev The canines and b icuspids  i n  human 

t e e t h .  
t u a j  kaus To have tu sks ,  fangs,  o r  canine t e e t h .  
Npua t u a j  kaus. Pigs have tusks .  

2 .  kaus C l f .  f o r  b i t e s  o r  b i t e f u l s .  
Dev tomnws i b  kaug. ( t . c . 1  The d o g b i t  him once. 
rau  kaus mov Six  b i t e s  ( o r )  b i t e f u l s  of r i c e .  

3 .  kaus A sp rou t  o r  young, shoot  from a p l a n t  ( c f .  ' yub ' )  
c l f .  ' t u s . '  (poss ib ly  s o  named because of t h e  
s i m i l a r i t y  i n  shape t o  a fang o r  tusk)  

kaus n p l e j  A r i c e  shoot .  
kaus pobkws A corn shoot .  

4. kaus An umbrella,  a parachute ( l ub )  . 
Nws nqa i b  l ub  kaus mus t eb .  He c a r r i e d  an umbrella 

t o  t h e  f i e l d s .  

5 .  kaus TO gouge ou t ,  s c r ape  with a gouging motion. 
kaus av To gouge t h e  e a r t h ,  sc rape  up e a r t h  ( c f .  'kuam') 
kaus qhovmuag Gouge t h e  eye. 

6 .  kaus 
dab t shos  kaus l e v .  A type of l a d i e s '  embroidered 

c o l l a r .  

7 .  kaus 
kausmom Hat, cap ( l ub )  . 
ntoo kausmom To wear a h a t .  

1. kauv TO r o l l  up ( a s  a s c r o l l ) ,  t o  wind around, entwine. 
Muab t x o j  h l u a  kauv. Wind up the . rope .  
kauv pam To wrap up i n  a b lanket .  

\'>, 

kauv taubhau To wrap t h e  head i n  somethspg, cover 
t h e  head ( c f .  'vov taubhau' ) . 

"\ 

2 .  kauv The bark ing  deer  ( t u s )  . \ 

Nws t u a  ob tug  kauv. He k i l l e d  two barking deer.', 
menyuam thav kauv Small half-grown barking deer .  . , 
qev kauv txha i s  To "borrow t h e  l e g s w  of t h e  deer:  i . e>  . 

t o  scamper away from somelh ing  quick ly .  

3 .  kauv The t h i n  o u t e r  l a y e r  of sk in ;  t h e  dark o u t e r  l a y e r  
of sk in  t h a t  i s  scrubbed o f f  i n  d re s s ing  a 
s laughtered  p ig ;  d i r t  t h a t  adheres t o  t h e  su r f ace  
of unwashed sk in .  

kauv taubhau D i r t  on t h e  su r f ace  of t h e  s ca lp .  
kuam npua TO deha i r  a s laughtered  p ig .  
kuam kauv TO scrape  o f f  t h e  b lack  su r f ace  sk in .  



1. kaw To c l o s e  up, t o  Shut,  t o  s h u t  i n .  
kaw qhov r o o j  Shut t h e  door. 
kaw h l o  Closed immediately. 
( a )  kaw nrees  Shut s ecu re ly .  
(b)  kaw qos nrees Shut secure ly .  

2 .  kaw To saw, a saw ( r a b ) .  
Muab r a b  kaw kaw t x i a g  ntoo ua t s e v .  Take t h e  

saw and saw some boards f o r  a house. 

1. kawb curved o r  ben t  i n .  
Rab h lau  kawb kawb li. The hoe i s  curved i n .  

2 .  kawb To scold  ( c f .  'cem') . 
( a )  lam kawb To scold without  reason.  
(b)  lam cem To scold  without  reason.  

3 .  kawb 
Tebchaws cuam cuam kawb A country of  h i l l s  and 

v a l l e y s  c l o s e  toge ther .  

1. kawg Extremity, ended, end o f ,  f i n i s h .  
t o j  kawg The bottom (end) of t h e  , h i l l .  
i b  s i m  nee j  tsis kawg Li fe long  without  end. 
i b  t x h i s  t s is  kawg Forever, forever  without  end. 
kawg kev The end of t h e  road. 
kawg l a m  Fin ished ,  ended. 

2 .  kawg Sign of t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  degree ( a l s o  c f .  ' t a sn rho '  ) . 
zoo kawg nkaus Best .  
l ub  roob s i a b  kawg nkaus The h i g h e s t  mountain. 

1. kawm To s tudy ,  t o  l e a r n .  
kawm t s h e e j  k i ag  Learned it completely. 
kawm ntawv To s tudy  books, a t t end  school .  
kawm l u s  Hmoob To s tudy  t h e  Hmong language. 

2 .  kawm The Meo back baske t  f o r  car ry ing ,  a back baske t  
( lub)  . 

Nws r is i b  l ub  kawm l o j  l o j  mus t e b  l a m .  He went 
t o  t h e  f i e l d s  ca r ry ing  a l a r g e  baske t .  

l u b  kawm qhovmuag A loose ly  woven baske t  with 
widely spaced s t r i p s  of r a t t a n  o r  bamboo, 
used f o r  car ry ing  meat, s t o r i n g  u t e n s i l s ,  e t c .  

1. kaws To gnaw, t o  chew upon. 
DeV kaws pobtxha. The dog gnaws the  bone. 
Nees kaws kaws zaub. The ho r se  n ibb le s  on t h e  g r a s s .  

2 .  kaws 
qav kaws A toad ( t u s )  . 

1. kawv 
maum kawv The g i a n t  s q u i r r e l  ( t u s )  . 

2.  kawv Res t r i c t ed  pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
s u a j  kaum kawv ~ i n i s h e d ,  a l l  gone. 

ke Tone change from 'kev '  ( c f .  ' k ev ' )  . 
ua i b  ke  Together. 
kabke Ri te ,  ceremony. 

keb The cap of a c a r t r i d g e ,  t h e  small t r i g g e r i n g  charge 
i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  end of  a shotgun c a r t r i d g e  ( T )  
( c f .  ' cos  ntawv' ) . 

1. kem TO s epa ra t e  from, t o  d iv ide  o f f ,  t o  s e t  a boundary, 
t o  s e t  a p a r t .  

kem i b  hnub To s k i p  a day, every o t h e r  day. 
kem t e b  TO s e p a r a t e  f i e l d s ,  s e t  a boundary. 
( a )  kem nkaus Separated, f i rmly  divided o f f .  
(b)  kem nrees  Separated,  f i rmly  d iv ided  o f f .  

2 .  kem A room, a d i v i s i o n  ( l u b ) .  
( a )  l ub  kem t s e v  A room. 
(b )  lub  kem t x a j  A room. 

kem txhab n y i a j  A t r ea su ry ,  room f o r  s to rage  of money. 

3 .  kem 
kem p lab  Ind iges t i on .  

4. kem 
kem cev Syph i l i s ,  venerea l  d i s ease .  

5. kem 
kem t o s  Probably, most l i k e l y  t h a t  ..., because 

( t h i s  i s  o f t e n  abbrevia ted  t o  simply ' t o s ' ) .  
kem t o s . .  . t h i a j  li . .  . Because of t h i s . .  . t h e r e f o r e . .  . 
Kem t o s  k o j  h a i s  li no nws t h i a j  li tsis mus. 

(Probably) Because you s a i d  what you d i d ,  h e  
won' t  go. 

1. kes  TO scrape  o f f ,  sc rap ing  o f f  something which adheres 
t o  a su r f ace .  

2 .  ke s  
kes  t x i g  To f i n g e r  t h e  cheek i n d i c a t i n g  shame toward 

someone. 

1. kev Road, pa th ,  way, t r a i l .  (Cl f .  ' t x o j '  f o r  lengths ;  
' tsem' f o r  s e c t i o n s  of road; ' ceg '  f o r  s e c t i o n s  
o r  d i r e c t i o n s  of  a journey) 

tho  kev To make a road,  c u t  a t r a i l .  
l u a j  kev To c u t  down t h e  weeds and brush along an 

e x i s t i n g  t r a i l  i n  order  t o  c l e a r  it. 
rhawv kev To l e v e l  a road, p u t  through a road f o r  

veh ic l e s .  Also used metaphorical ly f o r  ' t o  
persuade, ' t o  fo rce  one ' s  way through. 



yuam kev To go a s t r a y ,  m i s s  t h e  t r a i l ,  make a  mistake. 
c o j  kev To lead ,  t o  d i r e c t .  
qaum kev Above t h e  road on t h e  u p h i l l  s i d e .  
qab kev Below t h e  road, t h e  downhill  s i de .  
lug kev To go o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and back t o  it as  i n  

passing around an obs t ac l e .  
zam kev To pass  on t h e  road (going i n  opposi.te 

d i r e c t i o n s .  ) 
sawv kev mus To s t a r t ' o n  a  journey. 
s i b  txauv kev To pass  one another  on t h e  road 

( i nadve r t an t ly  without  see ing  each o the r )  . 
kev ncaim Roads t h a t  d i v i d e  o r  s epa ra t e .  

2 .  kev Matters ,  bus ines s ,  a f f a i r s .  
Koj muaj kev d a b t s i ?  What i s  your bus iness?  What 

do you want? 
Nws muaj kev ntau n tau .  He has  a  l o t  of a f f a i r s .  

3 .  kev Used t o  i n d i c a t e  " t h e  way o f . . . "  o r  " the  way.* 
Kev dab ceeb la j  heev. The way of t h e  s p i r i t s  i s  

d i f f i c u l t .  S p i r i t  worship i s  hard .  
kev mob kev tuag.  Sickness and dea th .  
( a )  qh ia  kev To teach o r  t o  expla in  t he  way, t o  

preach. 
(b )  p iav  kev To teach o r  t o  expla in  t h e  way, t o  

preach. 
z a j  qhuab ke ( t .  c .  ) The song sung a t  death be fo re  

t h e  p ipes  a r e  played and t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  dead 
how t o  f i nd  t h e  r i g h t  pa th  t o  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  
home. 

4 .  kev 
kevca i  Custom, law, p r a c t i c e  ( t x o j )  . 
Txhob ua txhaum kevca i .  Don' t  offend a g a i n s t  t h e  

law. 
Txoj kevca i  no h a i s  li cas? What does t h i s  law say? 

5.  kev 
kabke R i t e ,  ceremony ( t x o j )  t . c .  
t x o j  kahke ntxuav The ceremony of baptism ( t e r n  

used by Chr i s t i an  Hmong In Thai land) .  

6 .  kev Used incombinat ion t o  mean ' t o g e t h e r . '  
ua i b  ke Together ( t . c . ) .  
Ua i b  ke s i b  raug zoo. Be i n  fe l lowship ,  i n  harmony. 

7 .  kev 
t o  kev ua "Open" t o  do, l e g i t i m a t e ,  permiss ib le ,  

lawful .  
t s i s  t o  kev ua Not pe rmis s ib l e ,  unlawful.  

1. keeb Yeast ,  leaven. 
xyaw keeb To add o r  mix i n  leaven i n  baking. 
t s i s  xyaw keeb ncuav cakes wi thout  leaven. 
keeb ncuav Leavened bread o r  cakes. 

2 .  keeb A 'watch'  o r  a  po r t i on  of time. 
n taus  keeb To r i n g  t h e  watches of t h e  n igh t .  
lub  n taus  keeb A b e l l  f o r  r i ng ing  t h e  watches. 

3 .  keeb Bas is ,  b a s i c  f a c t ,  t h e  r o o t  of t h ings  ( l ub )  . 
keeb puam Foundation f a c t  ( l u b ) .  
Nws h a i s  l u s  t s is  muaj keeb. He t a l k s  without  any 

foundat ion i n  f a c t .  

1. keem More than,  s i g n  of  comparative degree ( C ) ,  more 
( c f .  ' h a j  yam' ) . 

keem chim s i a b  More angry. 
keem zoo Be t t e r .  
( a )  keem zoo dua Be t t e r  than.  
(b)  h a j  yam keem zoo dua B e t t e r  than.  
Tsev pobzeb h a j  yam keem zoo dua. A s tone  house is  

s t i l l  b e t t e r  ( than  o t h e r s )  . 
2 .  keem 

teev  keem ( r ab )  A d ibb le ,  s t i c k  wi th  a  poin ted  
metal end used f o r  making h o l e s  i n  t h e  ground t o  
p l a n t  seeds o r  r i c e .  

kees  Clever ,  qu ick ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  (T ) .  
Lub s i a b  t s i s  kees .  Not i n t e l l i g e n t .  Not c l eve r .  

1. keev Whole, s o l i d .  
keev h l o  Whole, s o l i d .  
keev h l o  c i  To r o a s t  whole. 
lub xauv keev A s o l i d  s i l v e r  neck r i ng .  

2 .  keev used metaphor ica l ly  of a  s o l i d  o r  closed h e a r t .  
neeg keev xeeb Pig-headed, a  person with a  h e a r t  

c losed  t o  any b u t  h i s  own ideas .  

1. k i  
tub  k i  Sons and daughters ,  ch i ldren .  
t s e g  tub  t s e g  k i  Be re f t  of ch i ldren .  

2.  k i  
k i  qoos k i  qoos Rumbling, t h e  sound of rumbiing i n  

t h e  stomach. 

1. k i b  To f r y  i n  a  pan o r  ves se l  with o r  without  f a t .  
k i b  n q a i j  To f r y  meat. 



2 .  k i b  
( a )  vaubkib ( t u s )  Tu r t l e .  
(b)  vuabkib ( t u s )  Tu r t l e .  
vaubkib deg ( t u s )  Water t u r t l e .  
vaubkib nguab ( t u s )  Land t u r t l e .  

3. k i b  
laum k i b  t shoo j  Centipede ( t u s )  . 

4. k i b  
k i b  cuab To s t a y  c lo se  a t  home. 
( a )  neeg k i b  cuab One who s t a y s  much a t  home. 
(b)  x i s  zee j  k i b  cuab One who s t a y s  much a t  home. 

k i g  
zaub k i g  S t inging  vege t a t i on ,  leaves ,  v ines ,  weeds, 

e t c .  t h a t  s t i n g  on contac t .  

1. kim Expensive. 
~b p h i a j  xauv kim heev. A s e t  of s i l v e r  neck r i n g s  

i s  very  expensive. 

2 .  kim TO kneel  on one knee ( c f .  ' txhos ,  ' ' qhau ' )  . 
kim caug To knee l  on one knee. 
kim r a w  To remain kee l ing  on one knee. 

3. kim 
kimtxwv ( lub )  Chair ,  throne ( C ) .  

1. k i s  To spread ( a s  a  d i s ease ,  e t c .  ) . 
Cov mob no txawj k i s .  This  kind of d i s ease  can 

spread .  

2 .  k i s  Rasping o r  t i c k l i n g  ( a s  i n  t he  t h r o a t )  . 
k i s  k i s  qa Rasping o r  t i c k l i n g  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  t h r o a t .  

3.  k i s  C l f .  f o r  an open a r ea  o r  s e c t i o n .  
i b  k i s  t s e v  An open a r ea  i n  t h e  house. 
k i s  n t u j  k i s  t eb .  Heavens and e a r t h ,  sky and land. 

4. k i s  
t a s k i s  Tomorrow ( c f .  ' t a s  ' ) . 

1. k i v  TO s p i n ,  spinning around. 
qhovmuag k i v  k i v  Dizzy (lit. 'eyes  s p i n n i n g ' ) .  

2 .  k i v  
k i v  t ob  ( l ub )  Small sp inning  top  wi th  bamboo s h a f t  

used a s  a  p lay th ing  by Hrnong boys. 

1. k i a b  A market,  marketplace ( l ub )  . 
Mus nram k i a b  lawm. (He) went down t o  t h e  market. 
nquam k i a b  nquam khw The marketplace (poe t i c )  . 

2 .  k i a b  Quiet-mannered, good (of a  c h i l d ,  e t c . )  
menyuam k i a b  k i a b  A good c h i l d  who doesn ' t  cry,  e t c .  

3. k i a b  
yeeb y a j  k i ab  The abode of t h e  dead. 

k i a g  Post  ve rba l  i n t ens ive  i n d i c a t i n g  dec is iveness  and 
completeness. used e i t h e r  s i n g u l a r l y  o r  a s  
' k i ag  l i '  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

t s i s  muaj k i a g  li Really haven ' t  any. 
nqos k i a g  mus To swallow whole, swallow r i g h t  down. 
n t s eeg  k i a g  lawm Believed completely. 
poob k i ag  lawrn F e l l  down. 
puag k i a g  To fondly embrace (embrace completely with 

bo th  arms) . 
( a )  sam k i a g  Bad language. 
(b )  Sam hlob  Bad language. 

k i a  j 
k i a j  kiam A boundary. 

(Note: ' c i a j  ciam' i s  a l s o  used b u t  t h e  pronun- 
c i a t i o n  ' k a i j  kiam' i s  more common i n  Thailand) 

k i a j  kiam t e b  A n a t i o n a l  boundary. 

1. kiam 
k i a j  kiam A boundary ( c f .  ' k i a j  ' )  

2 .  kiam TO have r e spec t  f o r  a u t h o r i t y ,  t o  ' f e a r '  s o  a s  t o  
obey. 

L a w  tsis kiam nws. They a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  of him. 
(don ' t  r e spec t  h i s  a u t h o r i t y )  . 

3. kiam To accuse, t o  blame, t o  make t roub le  f o r  someone 
( c f .  l o o j  koov) . 

4. kiam 
k w  kiam Queer ,  queerness,  s t r ange  and somewhat 

f r i gh t en ing  (c) . 
1. k i a v  TO s e t t l e  a  case  (without  p e n a l t y ) ,  t o  fo rg ive  

( c f .  ' d aws ' ) .  
k i a v  plaub To make amiable s e t t l emen t  of  a  ca se  of 

d i spu te .  
k i a v  txim To fo rg ive  o r  make se t t l emen t  f o r  g u i l t  and 

o f f ense  by t a l k i n g  it over  b u t  wi th  no pena l ty  
o r  payment. 

2 .  k i a v  
k i a v  txhab ( lub )  An u l c e r ,  an open so re .  

3. k i a v  
k i a v  xeem To change one ' s  surname. 



4. k i av  
k i av  n q a i j  Meat c r ack l ings .  

5. k i av  
tshum k iav  To seek t o  h inder  a person from a c t i o n .  

(cf  . ' tshum' ) . 
1. ko A handle  ( t u s )  (of any hand implement, e t c . )  

ko t aus  The handle of an axe, axe handle.  

2 .  ko 
kotw T a i l ,  t h e  t a i l  ( t u s )  . 

3. ko  
kotaw ~ o o t ,  t h e  f o o t '  ( t x h a i s )  ( c f .  ' t aw ' )  . 
mob kotaw Foot h u r t s ,  f oo t  ai lment .  

4. A f i n a l  completive p a r t i c l e .  
Koj h a i s  li k o . . .  Speaking a s  you do . . .  

Refer r ing  t o  what you have j u s t  s a i d .  
Txhob ua li ko.  Don't  do t h a t ;  s t o p  doing what you 

a r e  doing. 

1. kob e l f .  f o r  showers of r a i n  ( a l s o  c f .  'phaum') . 
i b  kob nag One shower of r a i n .  

2 .  kob 
neeg kob huam Poor, poverty s t r i c k e n  person. 

3 .  kob 
Koj t e s  kob m b  heev. Your hands a r e  ' s k i l l e d '  i n  

a worthy occupation. 

4. kob 
kob s i m  t s h u a j  Tea leaves  ( c f  . ' tshua j s w m '  [C] ) . 

k o j  Second person s ingu la r  pronoun. "You" ( s i n g u l a r ) .  
Koj mus . You go. 
Nyob tom k o j  . over near  you. ( con t r .  'kos ' ) . 
Kuv h a i s  rau k o j .  I te l l  you. 
Koj nyob qhov twg? Where a r e  you? 

1. korn To cause,  b r i n g  i n t o  e f f e c t  (used alone o r  a s  
'kom xwv').  

Kuv ts is  korn nws mus. I won ' t  cause him t o  go. 
I won ' t make him go. 

Tus dev tsem tsem korn t u s  menyuam qua j .  The dog barked 
causing the  c h i l d  t o  c ry .  

Koj mus h a i s  zoo zoo korn xwv ob tug  nyob t i d  txhob 
cem cem. GO and speak t o  those  two over t h e r e  
s o  they w i l l  s t o p  cu r s ing  each o the r .  

2 .  korn To accuse, t o  make o f f i c i a l  accusa t ion  a t  law. 
Lawv co j  nws mus korn nrarn moos. They took him down t o  

accuse him i n  t h e  c i t y .  ( cou r t )  
t u s  yee j  korn The accuser ,  one making the  complaint.  
t u s  pem korn The defendant ,  person accused of wrong. 

3 .  korn 
korn txwv The inne r  works of a watch o r  of a p i ece  

of machinery, e t c .  

1. kos To s c r i b e  o r  draw o r  r u l e  a l i n e .  
t u s  kos ntawv A r u l e r  ( f o r  r u l i n g  l i n e s ) .  

2 .  kos A glanc ing  scrape .  
Nws ntog t h i a b  kos c a j  npab. He f e l l  and scraped h i s  

arm. 

3.  kos 
sab  tom kos Over t h e r e ,  t h a t  s i d e  over t he re .  
nyob ntawm kos Over t he re ,  loca ted  over t h e r e .  

1. kov To handle,  t o  touch. 
Txhob kov. Don't  handle  it. Let i t  a lone .  
kov d e j  TO p l ay  with o r  i n  t h e  water ,  t o  f i s h  ( co l loq . )  

2 .  kov 
kov yee j  To overcome, g e t  t h e  v i c t o r y .  

3.  kov 
kov t s i j  To has t en  ( a s  used wi th  fol lowing verbs)  . 
kov t s i j  rnus Go quickly ,  go r i g h t  away. 
Kov t s i j  10s t s ev .  come home r i g h t  away. 
Kov t s i j  khiav  mus. Go quickly .  'Get ou t :  

4. kov 
kov txwv thaum ub I n  t h e  beginning, of o ld .  
kov txwv 10s From t h e  r o o t  of t h ings ,  fol lowing t h e  

proper  way of t h ings  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  ou t .  

1. koob Needle, p i n ,  q u i l l  ( r ab )  
Koob mab Safe ty  p in .  
r a b  koob xaws khaubncaws Needle f o r  sewing c lo thes .  
lub t i v  ( o r  ' teem') qab koob A thimble. 

2 .  koob Pa t e rna l  grea tgrandparent .  
yawg koob Pa t e rna l  g r ea tg rand fa the r .  
pog koob Pa t e rna l  greatgrandmother. 

3 .  koob To make food f o r  another ,  t o  s e rve  i n  making t h e i r  
food . 

us koob lawv To se rve  them by making t h e i r  food. 

4. koob 
koob pheej  ~ u s t ,  equal ,  f a i r  (C) . 



5. koob 
( a )  yeeb koob ( lub )  Reputation, g lo ry ,  honor. 
(b)  yeeb haum ( l u b )  Reputation, g lo ry ,  honor. 

6 .  koob 
( a )  koob meej ( l ub )  Good name, good r epu ta t i on .  
(b)  meej thawb ( lub)  ~ o o d  name, good r epu ta t i on .  

7 .  koob 
koobxaus ( l ub )  Gramaphone. 

8. koob 
cuam koob ( r o o j )  A k ind  of sp r ing  t r a p  f o r  catching 

rodents  ( c f .  ' r o o j  ' ) . 
9. koob 

mej koob ( t u s )  The middle man i n  wedding arrange- 
ments ( c f .  ' tshoob'  ) . 

koog Descr ip t ive  of an a r ea  of f i e l d ,  f o r e s t ,  o r  vege ta t ion  
notab ly  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  surroundings.  

Lawv muab ua t e b  t a g  l a m ,  tshuav i b  koog hav zoov 
xwb. They made a l l  t h e  land i n t o  f i e l d s  leaving 
only  one a r ea  of f o r e s t .  

Puav l e e  j  ua hav t a u  j , tshuav i b  koog zoo ua t e b  xwb. 
A l l  i s  overgrown i n  weeds with only one a r ea  
good f o r  f i e l d s .  

koog pos A patch o r  clump of thorns .  

kooj  Locust ( s eve ra l  v a r i e t i e s )  . 
kooj  tshuab ( t u s )  A l o c u s t ,  yel lowish i n  co lo r ing .  
kooj  t x i g  ( t u s )  A b lack  locus t .  

1. koom Of a c t i o n  t h a t  i s  shared between two o r  more persons.  
koom ua To do toge ther .  
koom no j  To e a t  toge ther .  
( a )  nrog nws koom ua To do with him o r  h e r .  
(b)  koom nws ua To do with him o r  h e r .  
koom i b  t x o j  s i a  To sha re  one common l i f e  t oge the r .  
Thooj niam koom t x i v ,  thooj  pog koom yawg Having 

t h e  same pa ren t s  and grandparents .  

2 .  koom 
khib  koom ( T )  Of a  d e c e i t f u l  person,  one who 

changes h i s  mind regard ing  wages, e t c .  
( c f .  'corn'). 

3. koom 
koom p l i g  ( a l s o  ' r u b  p l i g ' )  A s p e c i a l  s p i r i t  r i t e  

o r  ceremony done a f t e r  t h e  New Year and be fo re  
making new f i e l d s .  A p i g  i s  s a c r i f i c e d  and some 
blood smeared on t h e  backs of a l l  t h e  household 
members. Then a cord i s  t i e d  t o  t h e  p i g ' s  neck 
and drawn around a l l  t h e  family a s  a  symbolic 
fence t o  prevent  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  from leaving .  
Removal of t h e  cord symbolizes removal of a l l  
ca lami ty ,  danger, s i cknes s ,  e t c .  

koos 
koos zoo of  a  v i l l a g e  s i t e  n i c e l y  surrounded by 

h i l l s  and mountains. 

1. koov 
koov n y i j  A type of f i n e  b lack  c lo th .  

2 .  koov 
l o o j  koov (c) To cause t roub le ,  t o  be troublesome, 

make a f u s s .  

1. kub Hot ( c f .  ' s o v ' ) .  
kub kub li Very h o t .  
hluavtaws kub A h o t  f i r e .  

2 .  kub To b e  burned o r  sca lded .  
kub hnyiab l a m  Burned. 
Nws lub  t s ev  kub hnyiab t a g  l a m .  His house burned 

completely. 
kub h l a b  l a m  Scalded. 

3.  kub Used metaphorical ly of  ea rnes tnes s ,  -hot-hearted. " 
kub s i a b  Earnest .  
kub s i a b  ua To do e a r n e s t l y  o r  e n e r g e t i c a l l y .  

4. kub Horns, horn of an animal ( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  s i n g l e  horn 
and 'txwm' f o r  a  p a i r )  . 

kub twg Water b u f f a l o  horn. 
t u a j  kub To bea r  horns .  

5.  kub Gold. 
Nws muaj n y i a j  muaj kub n tau  ntau.  He has p l en ty  of 

s i l v e r  and gold.  

6. kub The opium p ipe  ( l ub )  . 
l ub  kublub The opium pipe .  
t e eb  kublub ( lub)  The opium lamp. 

7 .  kub Pe r t a in ing  t o  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e s .  
kwv t i j  t h a j  kub Di s t an t  r e l a t i v e s  of same c l an .  

kug St r ipped  ba re  of leaves  and twigs. 
Kab n o j  n too  kug ncos. I n s e c t s  a t e  t h e  t r e e  ba re  of 

leaves .  

1. k u j  A p a r t i c l e  which c a r r i e s  forward t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  
verb.  Moreover, a l s o ,  consequently. 

Kuv k u j  t s i s  paub t h i a b .  I a l s o  do no t  know. 
Ua li cas  k u j  yog. whatever (you say  o r  do) w i l l  be  

a l l  r i g h t .  
Cov ts is  zoo k u j  muaj t h i ab .  There a r e  bad ones a s  wel l .  



2. k u j  
kujyem The type  of f an  palm whose leaves  a r e  used 

commonly in  roof ing  f o r  Meo houses. The f r u i t  
is a l s o  ed ib l e .  

n too  kujyem The fan  palm t r e e  a s  above. 
np looj  kujyem Roofing leaves .  
t x i v  kujyem Palm f r u i t .  

1. kurn 
twj  kurn ( t u s )  The rhinocerous.  

2 .  kurn 
kurn khe j  (C) Guest, s t r a n g e r  ( con t r .  'txum t i m ' ) .  

3 .  kurn 
phua kurn xeeb TO s p l i t  ( a  log)  through the  c e n t e r  

thus  obta in ing  wedge shaped p i eces .  ( c f .  'phual ) . 
4. kurn 

p e j  kurn dab qus "Wild" s p i r i t s  ( a s  opposed t o  'dab 
nyeg')  ( c f .  ' d a b ' ) .  

5.  kurn 
kurn yu j  ( c f .  t h e  i r o n i c a l  express  ion below) 
Koj kurn y u j  txawm xam hwwv. You c e r t a i n l y  do know 

how t o  f i g u r e  t h ings  out :  

ku s 
khaum k a j  khaum kus Keeps g e t t i n g  caught up on 

something ( c f .  'khaum') . 
kuv F i r s t  person s i n g u l a r  pronoun, "I," "me." 

Kuv ts is  paub. I d o n ' t  know. 
Nws tsis nyiam kuv. He doesn' t \ l i k e  me. 

kua Liquid,  o f '  a  runny cons is tency .  
kua t s h u a j  Liquid medicine. 
kua muag Tears  ( con t r .  'quav muag') . 
kua mem Ink. 
kua d i s  Rice g r u e l .  
kua n txha i  Rice water  (poured o f f  cooked r i c e ) .  
kua yeeb Opium i n  l i q u i d  form. 
kua m i s  Milk. 
kua paug A t h i ck  s ec re t i on .  
kua y i s  A t h i n  s e c r e t i o n .  
kua c i ab ,  c i a b  mem A gummy wax used a s  an adhesive.  

2. kua 
kuatxob Red peppers ,  cayenne pepper. 

3 .  kua 
kua s i  taum Brown bean curd cakes. 

1. kuab 
xwb kuab ( lub)  A type of small  gourd t h e  s t r i n g y  

d r i e d  p i t h  of  which is  used f o r  scrubbing p o t s ,  e t c .  

2 .  kuab 
t x i v  maum kuab ( lub )  The papaya (cf  . ' t x i v  taub n too '  ) . 

kuag Some ( c f .  ' t x h i a ' ) .  
i b  kuag l e e j  Some people.  
Muaj i b  kuag l e e j  mus xwb. Only some people went. 

1. kuam To sc rape ,  t o  s c r ape  o f f .  
kuam npua To deha i r  a  s laughtered  p ig .  
kuam kotaw To sc rape  o f f  t h e  foo t .  

2 .  kuam To s c r i b e ,  t o  s c r a t ch .  
Kuam i b  kab ntawv. To s c r a t c h  o r  draw a l i n e .  

3 .  kuam c l f .  f o r  a  'hand' of bananas. 
i b  kuam t x i v  tsawb A hand of bananas. 

4 .  kuam 
mov kuam Steamed corn meal. 

5. kuam 
kuam neeb Goat horns o r  s imulated horns made of  wood 

which a r e  used i n  d iv in ing  t h e  mind of t h e  s p i r i t s .  
n taus  kuam TO d i v i n e  wi th  t h e  'kuam neeb. ' The horns 

a r e  c a s t  upon t h e  ground repea ted ly  and t h e  
p l ea su re  of t h e  s p i r i t s  i s  ind ica ted  by t h e  way 
t h e  horns l i e .  

1. kuas 
dev kuas A type of var ico lored  dog. 

2 .  kuas 
mob hniav kuas s i  So f t  and b leeding  gums, a  kind of 

mouth a i lment .  

kuav To wash away with a  flow of water .  
Dej kuav av t a g  lawm. The water  has  washed t h e  s o i l  

away. 
d e j  kuav kev Water washing down a pa th  o r  road. 

kw Tone change from ' kwv, ' (c f  . 'kwv ' ) . 
kwj Valley,  g u l l e y  ( l u b )  . 

( a )  kwj ha A v a l l e y ,  a  gu l l ey .  
(b) lub  hav A v a l l e y ,  a  gu l l ey .  

kwj deg A g u l l e y  (without  running water  except  a f t e r  
r a i n )  . 

kwj t s e  The dra inage  d i t c h  around a house. 
kwj qaum The depression along the  backbone. 

4. kua 
kua 100s A name used t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Lao people 

( c f .  ' l o s t s u a s ' )  . 



1. kwm TO nu r tu re ,  t o  ca re  f o r ,  look a f t e r  ( c f .  'tsom' ) . 
tsom kab tsom kwm To nu r tu re ,  t o  care  f o r .  
NWS t s i s  mob s i a b  kwm nws t x o j s i a v .  He doen ' t  t ake  

c a r e  of h i s  own l i f e .  

2 .  kwm To walk through deep water .  
Nws kwm ntxhias  mus. He went bodi ly  through ( t h e  water )  . 

1. kws Indian corn ,  maize. 
pobkws Ears of corn,  corn i n  genera l  ( l u b ) .  
txha kws Corncob ( lub )  . 
p a j  kws Popcorn. 
plhaub kws Corn husk. 
quav kws corn s t a l k s .  
( a )  plauh kws Corn t a s s e l s .  
(b) t w  y a j  pobkws Corn t a s s e l s .  

2 .  kws A s y l l a b l e  used preceeding a  noun t o  i n d i c a t e  an 
a r t i s a n .  

kws n too  ( t u s )  A c a rpen te r .  
kws h l au  ( t u s )  A blacksmith.  
kws t s h u a j  ( t u s )  A doc tor  o r  pharmacist .  
kws ntawv ( t u s )  A ' s c r i b e , '  a  s cho la r ,  s e c r e t a r y .  

1. kwv Younger b ro the r  ( t u s )  . 
kuv t u s  kwv My younger b ro the r .  
kwvti j  Younger and o lde r  b r o t h e r s .  b r e th ren .  This 

term i s  a l s o  used t o  r e f e r  t o  members of o n e ' s  
own c l a n ,  r e l a t i v e s  i n  one ' s  pa t e rna l  l ineage .  
A man's r e l a t i v e s  by marriage a r e  ca l l ed  ' n e e j t s a '  
whereas a f t e r  marriage a  woman c a l l s  h e r  own 
family ' n e e j t s a '  and owns h e r  husband's  family 
a s  'kwvti j  . ' 

kwvt i j  ob cag peb t x h a i s  A l l  t h e  people of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
r e l a t i v e s  and otherwise.  

kwv t i j  t h a j  kub Di s t an t  r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  same c l an .  

2 .  kwv Fr iend ,  companion. 
kwvluag A good f r i e n d ,  companion. 

3 .  kwv TO ca r ry  on t h e  shoulder .  
Peb mus kwv ntoo ua t s ev .  We a r e  going t o  ca r ry  logs  

t o  e r e c t  a  house. 

4. kwv C l f .  f o r  shoulder loads ( c f .  De f in i t i on  No. 8 ) .  
i b  kw d e j  One shoulder  load of water  ( t .  c.  ) 
rau kwv Six shoulder  loads .  

5 .  kwv To tu rn  a s i d e  from. 
kwv ntswg TO t u r n  t h e  nose away i n  d i s g u s t .  
kwv nuj  nqe TO r e fuse  t o  repay a  debt  owed. 

7 .  kwv 
kwvhuam Old t a l e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  olden t imes.  
h a i s  i b  zag kwvhuam To t e l l  an o ld  t a l e .  

8. kwv A po r t i on ,  a  p a r t  ( c f .  ' t s o o m ' ) ,  a l s o  ( c f .  d e f i n i t i o n  
NO. 4 ) .  

rau kwv Six p a r t s .  
i b  kw One p a r t  ( t . c . 1 .  

Used i n  expressing f r a c t i o n s ,  e t c .  
Tag i b  kw tshuav i b  kw. Half gone. ( t .  c .  ) . 
Zoo i b  kw, t s i s  zoo xya kwv. Only one e ighth  i s  good. 

9. kwv 
kwvlam Probably, a lmost ,  approximately ( c f .  ' tamfaj  ' ) 

a l s o  ( c f .  'kwvyees' below).  
Kwvlam yog nws ua t i a g .  Most probably it was h e  t h a t  

d id  it. 

10. kwv 
kwvyees To guess,  probably,  unpract iced ( c f .  ' n y a j ' ) .  
( a )  kwvyees h a i s  To guess,  t o  g ive  a  guess.  
(b)  kwvyees nyaj  To guess,  t o  g ive  a  guess.  

kwvyees ua To do without  p r a c t i c e ,  guess a t  doing. 

11. kwv 
kwv t x h i a j  ( z a j )  A serenade o r  ba l lad ;  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  

sung by boys and g i r l s  t o  each o t h e r .  
h a i s  kwv t x h i a j  TO s i n g  b a l l a d s ,  t o  serenade.  
Note: This express ion  is sometimes spe l l ed  'khwv t x h i a j '  
For re ference :  We a l s o  inc lude  h e r e  t h e  o the r  types 

of Ilmong songs. 
k h a w  chab Another type of boy-gir l  song b u t  wi thout  

t h e  long drawn-out no tes  t y p i c a l  of 'kwv t x h i a j '  
z a j  tshoob Wedding songs. 
l u s  taum Old f o l k s  songs. 
t x i v  xa iv  Funeral  songs, scngs of death.  

6 .  kwv Queer, p e c u l i a r  ( C )  . 
kwv kiam Queer, p e c u l i a r  ( C )  . 
muaj kwv kiam To be  queer;  i t  i s  queer .  



khab 
khab seeb Empty, ba r r en ,  unc lu t t e r ed ,  roomy. 
lub  t s ev  khab seeb A n  empty unc lu t t e r ed  house, 

a  roomy house. 
neeg khab seeb A c h i l d l e s s  person. 

1. kha j  Of f o r c i b l e  vigorous speech. 
( a )  neeg kha j  l u s  One who speaks fo rc ib ly .  
(b)  neeg kha j  thawj One who speaks fo rc ib ly .  
t s o  kha j  thawj r a u . .  . To speak f o r c i b l y  wi th  

weighty words t o  someone a s  e . g .  t o  d r i v e  
him away and f r u s t r a t e  h i s  intended purpose. 

2 .  kha j  
horn kha j  Energe t ic ,  s p i r i t e d  (of persons o r  animals) 

t o  jump f o r  joy. 

1. khav Proud, boas t ing ,  b o a s t f u l .  
Ts i s  txhob khav . Don ' t boas t .  
l u b  s i a b  khav theeb A proud ' h e a r t .  ' 
( a )  khav t x i v  To boas t .  
(b)  khav qhuas To boas t .  

Nws khav qhuas nws li zoo xwb. He only boas t s  of 
h i s  own goodness. 

2.  khav 
qab khav A r a i s e d  porch ( c f .  'qab t s a g '  ) . 

3 .  khav 
Txhob khav thwj lawv t e j  pub mov n e j  no j  . Don't r e l y  

upon o the r s  t o  provide your food. 

4. khav 
khavloom ( t u s )  The governor (T) . 

5. khav To covet ;  t o  seek a f t e r .  
Nws khav pw tsaug  zog xwb. He only wants t o  s l eep .  

1. kha i s  A plow ( r ab )  . 
2 .  kha i s  A s l i g h t  f e e l i n g  i n  a  too th  i n d i c a t i n g  developing 

pa i n .  
Kuv t u s  hniav kha i s  kha i s  li. My tooth i s  beginning 

t o  g ive  me t roub le .  

khau Shoe, shoes ( c l f .  'nkawm' f o r  p a i r s )  . 
i b  nkawg khau One p a i r  of shoes.  
rau khau To wear shoes.  
khau c a j  ntswm Chinese c l o t h  shoes with upturned 

t o e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used i n  b u r i a l .  

1. khaub Of a r t i c l e s  c ross ing  each o the r ,  crossed.  
( a )  khaubl ig  n too  ( t u s )  A wooden c ros s ,  t h e  c ros s .  
(b)  n too  khaubl ig  ( t u s )  A wooden c ros s ,  t h e  c ros s .  

2 .  khaub To wind around, e n c i r c l e ,  wind up. 
khaub z i g  To wind around. 
t x o j  hmab khaub khaub z i g  n too  The v ine  e n c i r c l e s  t he  

t r e e .  
Muab t x o j  h l u a  khaub z ig .  Wind up t h e  s t r i n g .  

3 .  khaub A d r y  branch o r  s t i c k  ( t u s )  . 
khaub nplawm (o r  ' tshum' ) qhovmuag H i t  i n  t h e  eye by 

a  branch o r  s t i c k .  

4. khaub 
khaub ruab ( r ab )  A broom. 
Muab khaub ruab cheb t s ev .  Take t h e  broom and sweep 

o u t  t h e  house. 
kab khaub ruab ( t u s )  An i n s e c t  resembling a  s t i c k .  

5 .  khaub 
khaubncaws Clothing.  
hnav khaubncaws TO wear c lo th ing ,  t o  d re s s .  
Note: This word i s  a l s o  used t o  r e f e r  t o  menstruat ion.  
( a )  yawg khaubncaws To menstruate .  
(b)  c o j  khaubncaws To menstruate .  
( c )  yawg cev To menstruate .  

6 .  khaub 
khaub h l a b  Rag, ragged, o ld  c lo th ing ,  worn ou t  

(of c lo th ing ,  ba ske t s ,  e t c .  ) 
Muab i b  txog khaub h l a b  rau  kuv. Hand me a rag .  
khaub khaub h l a b  Ragged, worn ou t .  

7 .  khaub 
khaub hnab ( lub )  A small  s t u f f e d  b a l l  covered wi th  

c l o t h  and used i n  Nmong games. A t  t h e  New Year 
it i s  thrown between teams of boys and g i r l s  i n  
a  game of f o r f e i t s .  

8. khaub 
khaub thuas The common cold ,  t o  have a  co ld  (o f t en  

used i n  combination wi th  ' s ab  foob' which i s  
t h e  equiva len t  expression i n  Chinese.) 

sab foob khaub thuas To have a  cold.  

1. khauj  A s h e l l  of an animal, t u r t l e ,  mollusk, e t c .  ( l u b )  . 
khauj  khaum A s h e l l  ( a s  above) .  
khauj  khaum taubhau The s k u l l .  

2 .  khauj  
khauj  t s i a v  TO h i t  wi th  t h e  knuckle. 



1. khaum Caught upon, caught f a s  t. 
khaum nrees  caught f a s t .  
 too khaum nrees  saud. The t r e e  i s  caught f a s t  up 

t h e r e .  (and c a n ' t  f a l l  though it has  been 
chopped through) . 

khaum k a j  khaum kus Keeps g e t t i n g  s tuck  ( a s  when 
car ry ing  an a r t i c l e  of unwieldy l eng th . )  

2 .  khaum To f i x  upon, t o  s e t t l e .  
foom khaum To s e t t l e  t h e  f a t e ,  ' f i x '  a  fo r tune .  

3. khaum She l l  of an animal, e t c .  ( c f .  'khauj  ' above) . 
khaum 

cua j  khaum Greedy, s e l f i s h ,  j ea lous  ' q i a  d u b ' ) .  

5 .  khaum. 
txhab khaum ( lub)  The gunstock. 

6.  khaum 
( a )  teev  pha j  The box i n  which t h e  small  balance 

s c a l e s  is  kep t .  
(b)  t eev  khaum ( lub)  The box i n  which t h e  small 

balance s c a l e s  is kept .  

khaus I t chy .  
khaus khaus li Very i t chy .  
khaus cau " i t chy  hands* Used t o  r e f e r  t o  a  person 

who must always be  up t o  some mischief o r  
e v i l  deeds a s  s t e a l i n g ,  e t c .  

1. khauv Finished.  
khauv l a m  Finished (same a s  'dawb l a m , '  ' t a g  

l a m ,  ' ' h l e  l a m ' )  . 
2 .  khauv 

khauv zeeg cua Whirlwind. 

khaw Tone change f r a n  'khawv,' ( c f .  'khawv') .  

1. khawb To sc ra t ch  ou t ,  t o  d ig ,  t o  hoe. 
khawb av. To hoe t h e  ground. 
khawb qhov To d i g  a  ho l e .  
khawb qua t s e v  To l e v e l  a  house s i t e  ( c f .  'ncaws a v ' ) .  
khawb qees To keep on digging.  

2 .  khawb A hook, a  buckle,  t o  hook on o r  hook toge ther  
( l u b ) .  

khawb xauv The c l a sp  on a neck r i n g ,  chain f i xed  t o  
t h e  ends of t h e  r i ng .  

1. khawrn A but ton ,  t o  but ton  ( l u b ) .  

2 .  khawm 
h a i s  l u s  khawm lus  To swear t o  a  f a c t ,  t ake  an oath.  

3 .  khawm To embrace. 
s i b  khawm TO ernbrace one another  (used by young 

people b u t  no t  a  very e l egan t  exp re s s ion ) .  

1. khaws To pick up, ga ther .  
Muab khaws c i a .  Pick it up and s t o r e  it away. 
khaws nraim To pick up th ings  ( a s  a  r egu la r  custom). 
khaws nkaus To pick up. 
khaws t x i v  To pick up f a l l e n  f r u i t .  
taug kev khaws taw qhuav Picks up th ings  a s  he goes 

along ( i . e .  f o r  nothing,  without  l a b o r ) .  

2 .  khaws 
khaws xyeem ( c f .  ' n txab  ntxawm') . 
khaws xyeem ua To do something t ak ing  advantage of 

what someone has a l ready  done o r  prepared.  

1. khawv Clf .  f o r  mouthfuls ( a l s o  c f .  'kaug' ( C )  . 
rau  khawv S ix  mouthfuls. 
i b  khaw One mouthful ( t .  c .  ) . 

2 .  khawv 
thov khawv To beg, ask f o r  alms o r  food. 

3. khawv 
pov khawv S a t i s f i e d ,  enough (with t h e  sense ,  " I 'm 

s i c k  of it. " )  

4 .  khawv 
pom khawv To t e l l  of t he  e v i l s  of o t h e r  people,  

t o  inform on someone's of fences .  

5. khawv 
khawvkoob Magic. 
ua khawvkoob t i j  l i m  To do wonderful magic. 

6 .  khawv 
khawv chab A type of boy-g i r l  song ( c f .  'kwv t x h i a j ' ) .  

7 .  khawv 
fwv khawv ( lub )  A n a t u r a l  pass  o r  gateway through t h e  

jungle o r  landscape where wi ld  game w i l l  usua l ly  
be forced t o  t r a v e l .  

8 .  khawv 
ua timkhawv To wi tnes s ,  bea r  testimony ( c f .  ' t i m ' ) .  

1. khej  The c rocod i l e  ( t u s )  (T) . 
2. khej  

kumkhej  ( C )  ( c f .  ' kum' ) .  



khem 
muj khem Notches made i n  wood and used by t h e  Hmong 

i n  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  a s  a  l i m i t e d  form of  
communication. 

h l a i s  muj khem To make such n o t c h e s ,  t o  c u t  n o t c h e s .  

khee t .c .  from ' kheev '  used a s  a  c l f .  ( c f .  ' kheev '  ) . 
1. k h e e j  Round, c i r c u l a r  ( c o n t r .  ' p l u a v ' ) .  

Lub khaub hnab k h e e j  k h e e j  li. The b a l l  i s  round. 
taubhau khee j  lam A round head. 

2 .  k h e e j  E n t i r e ,  whole ( i n  s p e c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ) .  
kuv l u b  cev  k h e e j  My whole body, e n t i r e  pe r son .  

kheem To r e c l i n e ,  l i e  down ( c f .  ' p w ' ) .  

khees To f i n i s h  o f f  t h e  l i t t l e  b i t  remaining,  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
comple te ly .  

Khees k i a g  ua.  F i n i s h  it a l l .  (of  f i e l d  work, e t c . )  
Khees h u v s i .  ( e a t e n )  A l l  gone. 
Khees t s i s  huv. Not ( e a t e n )  c l e a n .  Residue on t h e  

p l a t e .  

1. kheev To be  w i l l i n g ,  t o  b e  i n c l i n e d  t o .  
Kuv kheev mus. I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  go. 
T s i s  kheev ua.  Unwil l ing t o  do. ( o r )  Unwil l ing f o r  

a n o t h e r  pe r son  t o  do. 
Kheev h l o b  zoo. (He) i s  growing w e l l .  
Kheev nws t u a j  ... I f  on ly  h e  would come... 
( c f .  Cia  nws t u a j  ... L e t  him come.) 

2 .  kheev C l f .  f o r  bunches of  o n i o n s ,  g a r l i c ,  e t c .  
( v a r i e s  w i t h  ' khee '  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r u l e s  o f  t o n e  change) .  

k h i  To b i n d ,  t o  t i e  up. 
k h i  rawv Bound t i g h t l y .  
Muab nws k h i !  T i e  him up! 

1. kh ib  I r r i t a t e d ,  o f fended ,  t o  o f f e n d ,  t o  annoy, r e s e n t f u l .  
k h i b  l u b  s i a b  I r r i t a t e ,  annoyed, aroused.  
s i a b  kh ib  kh ib  Of fended ,  i r r i t a t e d ,  annoyed. 
k h i b  s i a b  "Tigh t  h e a r t e d "  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of n o t  

w i l l i n g  t o  l end  money, e t c .  

2 .  khib  A c a r r y i n g  frame f o r  c a r r y i n g  wood, e t c .  on t h e  
back.  ( r a b )  

Nws ris r a b  k h i b  mus t x i a v  taws. He went w i t h  a  
c a r r y i n g  frame t o  c u t  f i rewood.  

3 .  kh ib  To end o r  p u t  a  s t o p  t o .  
hnoos t s i s  paub kh ib  Coughed w i t h o u t  s t o p p i n g .  
cem t s i s  kh ib  Cursed o r  s c o l d e d  c o n s t a n t l y .  
t s i s  paub kh ib  I n t e n s e l y  o r  w i t h o u t  s t o p p i n g .  
tshem t a u  k h i b  To l e a v e  p r o v i s i o n s  of food,  e t c .  f o r  

g u e s t s  and s t r a n g e r s .  

4 .  kh ib  
t s h u a j  k h i b  ( l u b )  A m o r t a r  ( f o r  g r i n d i n g  peppers ,  e t c . )  

5. kh ib  
kh ib  l i a b  (T) D i r t y ,  d i s g u s t i n g  ( c f .  ' q i a s  n e e g ' ) .  

6 .  kh ib  
kh ib  koom (T) Of a  pe r son  who changes h i s  mind 

e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  wages, e t c .  

k h i s  To b r e a k  a  p i e c e  o f f  ( c f  . ' n t a i s '  ) . 
k h i s  lawm Nicked ( a s  a  k n i f e  h i t t i n g  a  n a i l ) .  
Hniav k h i s  i b  s a b  lawm. (My) t o o t h  i s  chipped o r  a  

p i e c e  has  broken o f f  one s i d e .  

kh iab  To t i e  up w i t h  a  band i n  a  s p e c i a l  way. To t i e  a  
s a s h  abou t  t h e  w a i s t  and t h e n  between t h e  l e g s  
b e f o r e  it i s  tucked  i n ,  i n  t h e  manner of t h e  Tha i  
i n  former days .  

kh iab  t w  T a i l  band on a  h o r s e  h a r n e s s .  
kh iab  t x i a  Chest  band on a  h o r s e  h a r n e s s .  
daim s e v  k h i a b  menyuam A band of c l o t h  used t o  s h i e l d  

an i n f a n t  c a r r i e d  on t h e  back from t h e  sun 
( c f .  ' n i a s ' ) .  

khiam N a t i v e s  of  I n d i a  (T) ( t u s )  . 
k h i a v  To r u n ,  t o  go q u i c k l y ,  t o  d e p a r t  ( c f .  ' p l a u ' ) .  

k h i a v  l a w m  Ran away (c f  . ' p l a u  lawm' ) . 
N w s  k h i a v  ya  n t x i a g  mus. He f l e d  away. "Flew o f f .  " 
k h i a v  q u j  qees  Ran s l o w l y ,  f l e d  s lowly .  
k h i a v  h l o  Got complete ly  away. 
k h a i v  n t s u j  mus Went away. 

1. kho To h e a l .  
kho mob To h e a l  s i c k n e s s .  
kho zoo lawm Healed up, g o t t e n  w e l l .  

2 .  kho To f i x ,  t o  a r r a n g e ,  r e p a i r .  
Muab l u b  t e e b  kho kom zoo. F i x  t h e  lamp. 

3 .  kho To r e f o r g e  o r  r e p a i r  me ta l  k n i v e s ,  e t c .  t h a t  have 
been chipped o r  b l u n t e d .  ( c f .  ' p h i a j ' ) .  

4 .  kho Lonely,  melancholy,  f i l l e d  w i t h  long ing  and n o s t a l g i a ,  
homesick. 

kho kho s i a b  Lonely,  homesick ( c f .  ' s e e v '  ) . 
5. kho 

khov kho ( c f  . ' khov' ) . Very s t e a d y ,  very f i r m .  

1. khob TO r a p ,  t o  knock w i t h  t h e  knuck le .  
Khob qhovroo j .  Knock on t h e  door .  



2. khob A s m a l l  cup f o r  d r i n k i n g  wine o r  whisky ( c f .  ' p i b  
txwv ' )  ( C ) .  

i b  khob cawv One cup of  whisky. 

khom To r e s t  upon, r e l y  upon. 
khom To r e s t  upon ( a s  a  beam r e s t i n g  on two u p r i g h t s ,  

e t c . )  . 
vamkhom To r e l y  upon, t o  t r u s t  i n  ( C ) .  

1. khov S teady ,  f i r m .  
( a )  khov khov Very s t e a d y ,  ve ry  f i r m .  
( b )  khov kho Very s t e a d y ,  very f i r m .  

2 .  khov Thick (o f  l i q u i d s ) ,  hav ing  v i s c o s i t y .  

3 .  khov To c o n g e a l ,  congealed ( c f .  ' n k o o g ' ) .  

4 .  khov To i n s t r u c t  i n  a  s p e c i a l  s e n s e ,  a s  t o  h e l p  o r  
t e a c h  a  cr ime w i t n e s s  how t o  b e a r  t e s t i m o n y ,  
t o  ' f i x '  a  w i t n e s s .  

khoo Old  and t h i n  (o f  o l d  p e r s o n s ,  a n i m a l s ,  e t c . )  
Khuvleej t u s  pojniam khoo khoo. Have p i t y  on t h e  o l d  

emaciated woman. 

1. khoob Empty, hol low.  
l u b  xauv khoob A hollow neck r i n g .  
neeg khoob xeeb ( C )  "Hollow-hearted" pe rson ,  i. e .  

one who i s  t e a c h a b l e ,  ready '  t o  l i s t e n .  

2 .  khoob To c a l l  t o g e t h e r .  
khoob menyuam To c a l l  c h i l d r e n  t o  come. 

khooj  Knees b e n t  t i g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  doubled up. 
zaum khooj  ywb To s i t  s q u a t t i n g  on t h e  h e e l s .  
khooj  To b e  doubled up ( i n  p a i n )  o r  on t h e  knees  

w i t h  t h e  head t o  t h e  ground a s  when i n j u r e d  
i n  t h e  abdomen. 

1. khoom L e i s u r e ,  e a s e ,  i d l e  t ime  ( c f .  ' x y e e j ' ) .  
Kuv t s i s  khoom ua. I have no t ime t o  do it. 
dim p lhuav  khoom haujlwm L e i s u r e  t ime f r e e  from 

work. 

2 .  khoom F r e e l y .  
khoom pub To f r e e l y  g i v e  (wi thou t  c h a r g e ) .  

3. khoom Goods, baggage (TI . 
t u  khoom To pack goods i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t r a v e l .  
t h a u j  khoom To c a r r y  goods by h o r s e  o r  conveyance. 

1. khoov To s t o o p ,  t o  bend o v e r .  
khoov nkoos To bend o v e r ,  s t o o p .  
( a )  t i b n e e g  khoov khoov A hunchback, pe r son  w i t h  a  

permanent s t o o p .  
( b )  t i b n e e g  caws caws A hunchback, pe r son  w i t h  a  

permanent s t o o p .  
( a )  n t o o  khoov A t r e e  b e n t  o r  l e a n i n g .  
( b )  n t o o  rawv A t r e e  b e n t  o r  l e a n i n g .  

2 .  khoov 
t x h i a j  khoov.. .  I t  would b e  b e t t e r  i f . . .  ( c f .  ' y i m ' ) .  
T x h i a j  khoov txhob yug 10s. B e t t e r  i f  h e  h a d n ' t  been 

born.  

1. khub Encrus ted .  
khub khub dub dub D i r t y  and e n c r u s t e d  ( w i t h  mud, e t c . )  
khub l au jkaub  lawm The p o t  h a s  a  t h i c k  e n c r u s t a t i o n  

on t h e  bot tom s u r f a c e  o r  t h e  i n s i d e .  

2 .  khub To admi t ,  t o  acknowledge. 
Kuv khub npau li no xwb. (You accuse me of  such and 

such b u t . .  . )  I ' l l  on ly  admit  t o  s o  much. 

khu j  For tune  ( l u b ) .  
muaj i b  l u b  khu j  To have a  f o r t u n e .  
khu j  zoo; khu j  phem Good o r  e v i l  f o r t u n e  a s  t o l d  by 

a  f o r t u n e  t e l l e r .  

khum ( c f .  ' f a j k h u m ' ) .  

1. khuv 
k h u v l e e j  ( C )  To p i t y ,  t o  have compassion. 

2 .  khuv 
khuvxim ( C )  What a  p i t y ,  t o o  bad.  

3. khuv 
khuv cev Having s c a n t y  m e n s t r u a t i o n .  

4 .  khuv 
Kuv t s i s  khuv h a i s .  I d o n ' t  want t o  say  a n y t h i n g  l e s t  

i t  a g g r a v a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

khuab A l t e r n a t e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  f o r  'khuam.' ( c f .  ' khuam' ) .  

khua j  
Khuaj mub The Khamu p e o p l e ,  a  t r i b e  found most ly  i n  

Laos. 
Khuaj pha ib  The Tin p e o p l e ,  a  t r i b e  found i n  Laos 

and i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of N .  and E. Tha i l and .  

khoos To f a i l  t o  e n t e r  t h e  f l e s h  ( a s  of a  k n i f e  s t r o k e  o r  
a  b u l l e t  t h a t  g l a n c e s  o f f  . )  



1. khuam Caught upon something, hung up (sometimes s a i d  
' khuab ' ) .  

Ntoo khuam lawm. The t r e e  i s  caught and c a n ' t  f a l l .  
khuam kausmom To hang up a h a t .  
khuam cheem To r e t a i n  someone, t o  engage i n  conversa- 

t i o n ,  e tc . .  so  a s  t o  keep a person from leaving.  
( c f .  ' l a w j ' ) .  

khuam ntab khuam ntuv khuam xeeb khuam t s h a j  Betwixt 
and between, caught between two u n c e r t a i n t i e s .  

2 .  khuam 
khuam s i a b  Lonely, missing o the r s .  

khw 
nquam kiab  nquam khw Market, marketplace ( p o e t i c  

and a r cha i c ,  no t  i n  common speech) .  

1. khwb To cover up, cover over  ( a s  with a  hand, wi th  a  
v e s s e l ,  e t c . )  

2 .  khwb Upside down, with t he  face  o r  mouth downwards. 
pw khwb rwg To l i e  on t h e  stomach with face  down. 
puag khwb rwg To hold (an i n f a n t )  on i t s  tummy. 

3. khwb 
khwb teeb  ( l ub )  A p l a i t e d  bamboo s t o o l ,  t y p i c a l  low 

bamboo s t o o l  used i n  Ijmoncj homes and made some- 
what i n  t he  shape of an inver ted  ves se l .  

khwm 
thomkhwm Socks ( c l f .  'nkawm' f o r  p a i r s )  . 
rau  thomkhwm To wear socks. 

khws To i m i t a t e ,  t o  follow an example ( c f .  'xyaum' ) . 
N w s  ua khws khws Huabtais t u s  yamntxwv. He followed 

t h e  example of t h e  king. 

1. khwv B i t t e r  t o i l ,  b i t t e r  experience,  hardship ( C ) .  
sawm khwv To endure b i t t e r n e s s  and hardship.  
khwv khwv tawm tawm Very toi lsome.  
Khwv koj  . I have t roubled  you. "Excuse me. " 

( c f .  'tabkaum k o j ' ) .  

2 .  khwv 
khwv t x h i a j  ( c f .  'kwv t x h i a j  I ) .  

l a  Tone change from ' l a v ,  ' (cf  . ' l a v '  ) . 
l ab  

huablab ( T )  A Westerner,  a  European ( t u s )  . 
1. l a g  To be dea f ,  deafness.  

l a g  n t seg  Deaf, deaf e a r s .  

2 .  l ag  
l a g  zeb A smooth su r f ace  of exposed rock. 

3 .  l a g  
uab l ag  ( t u s )  A kind of wi ld  b lack  b i r d .  

4 .  l a g  
ua l a g  ua luam To do t r a d e ,  t o  do bus iness .  

1. l a j  One hundred thousand as  a  numerical u n i t .  
i b  l a j  One hundred thousand. 

2 .  l a j  Mountain r i dge .  
taug  l a j  mus To walk along t h e  r idge .  

3. l a j  Cool, t o  cool  o f f .  
N w s  lub  cev sov sov pheej  t s i s  l a j .  He has a  f eve r  

t h a t  won' t  go down. 
l a j  l a j  s i a b  To "cool  o f f  ," aba t e  anger. 

4 .  l a j  
c eeb la j  D i f f i c u l t y ,  t r oub le ,  troublesome. 

5. l a j  
l a jkab  ( t x o j )  A fence.  
xov l a jkab  To e r e c t  a  fence. 

6 .  l a j  
l a j  muag Cross-eyed. 

7.  l a j  l a j  zoov The beginning of t h e  jungle,  jungle edge. 

8. l a j  
l o  l a j  l o  luav A l l  p l a s t e r e d  up with mud and d i r t .  

9 .  l a j  
roob l a j  The pole  l a i d  lengthwise on t h e  roof peak 

of a  house i n  t h e  c ro tches  of po les  which hold 
down the  l e a f  tha tch .  

10. l a j  
ntoo toov l a j  ( t u s )  A type of long-fronded palm. 



11. l a j  
( a )  kuv l a j  nloog I ' m  t i r e d  of hear ing  it. 
(b)  kuv nkees nloog I ' m  t i r e d  of hear ing  it. 

1 2 .  l a j  
txhiam l a j  txhiam xwm Vegetables ( c f .  ' t x h i a m ' ) .  

13. l a j  
( a )  N w s  sab t s i s  t a j  l a j .  He h a s n ' t  y e t  d i scussed  t h e  

mat te r  o r  has no t  concluded t h e  d i scus s ion  on it. 
( c f .  ' s a b l a j ' ) .  

( b )  N w s  t s is  t a u  s a b l a j .  He h a s n ' t  y e t  d i scussed  the  
mat te r  o r  has not  concluded t h e  d iscuss ion  on it. 
( c f .  ' s a b l a j ' ) .  

1 4 .  l a j  
t u s  p h i j l a j  ( c f .  ' p h i j l ) .  

1. lam Fool i sh ,  haphazard, un t rue ,  with no regard f o r  f a c t s .  
lam h a i s  To speak f o o l i s h l y ,  speak with no regard 

f o r  t h e  f a c t s  ( c f .  ' txeev lam h a i s  ' ) . 
lam ua To do haphazardly, do poorly.  
lam t a u  lam ua To do any o l d  way, do haphazardly. 

2. lam Upset, i n  turmoil .  
( a )  tebchaws lam A na t ion  i n  turmoi l .  
( b )  tebchaws lwj A na t ion  i n  turmoi l .  
lub s i a b  lam Heart upse t ,  h e a r t  i n  turmoil .  
l o j  lam Calamity, t r a v a i l ,  t r oub le .  
l u j  lam tam Poverty s t r i c k e n ,  calamity s t r i c k e n .  

3 .  lam Br igh t ,  g l i s t e n i n g ,  g l i t t e r i n g .  
lam lam li Br ight ,  g l i t t e r i n g .  

4 .  lam 
lwvlam Probably ( c f .  ' tamfaj  ' ) . 
Kwvlam nws yuav 10s. Probably he w i l l  r e t u r n .  

1. l a s  An ounce. 
i b  l a g  ( t  . c .  ) One ounce. 
kaum l a s  Ten ounces. 
i b  t x i a  j  One t e n t h  of an ounce (cf  . ' t x i a j  ' ) . 
i b  f i a b  One one hundredth of an ounce. 
i b  poom One pound. 

2. l a s  To p u t  down i n  s a l t ,  t o  s a l t .  
l a s  n t s ev  To pu t  down (meat,  e t c . )  i n  s a l t .  

3 .  l a s  Exclamatory f i n a l  p a r t i c l e .  
Koj ua t a u  diam t i a g  l a s .  You can r e a l l y  accomplish 

t h ings .  

4 .  l a s  Cas t ra ted .  
t u s  l a s  npua Large c a s t r a t e d  p ig .  

5 .  l a s  The second per iod  of weeding t h e  f i e l d s  ( c o n t r .  ' d o b ' ) .  
l a s  yeeb To weed t h e  opium t h e  second t ime.  
l a s  n p l e j  To weed r i c e  t h e  second t ime.  

6 .  l a s  
pw l a s  t shav  To s l e e p  under t h e  open sky.  

7 .  l a s  
r a b  chaws l a s  A metal  rod used i n  naking h o l e s  i n  

wood a f t e r  h e a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r e .  

8 .  l a s  
h a i s  t suag  l a s  ( c f .  ' t s u a g '  ) . 

9 .  l a s  
tauv l a s  t s h u j  tshuav ( c f .  ' t a u v '  ) . 

1. l a v  Raw. 
noj  l a v  To e a t  raw meat, e a t  raw. 
ua l a v  npua To make minced raw pork and s p i c e s .  

2. l a v  To guarantee .  
l a v  t a u  To guarantee .  
l a v  n txh ia s  ( c f .  'pob n t x h i a s '  ) To guarantee .  

3 .  l a v  To bea r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r ,  t o  t ake  unto  o n e ' s  s e l f .  
l a v  txim To bea r  s in ,  t o  bea r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

s i n ,  t o  t ake  t h e  f u l l  weight of  s i n .  
Yexu l a v  peb l u b  txim mus. J e sus  bore  our  s i n .  

( c f .  ' n r e s ' ) .  
Koj yuav l a v  v a j  l u b  tebchaws 10s ua hmoov. You s h a l l  

have a  p a r t  i n  t h e  kingdom. 

4 .  l a v  A p lace  prepared f o r  a  group t o  s l e e p  o r  s i t .  
Pua i b  l u b  l a v  rau  l a w  pw. Prepare a  p l ace  f o r  them 

t o  s l e e p .  
Pw i b  l a .  ( t . c . )  S leep  i n  a  l i n e .  

l a i g  To o f f e r  food t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  t o  e a t .  
l a i g  dab To s e t  a s i d e  food and i n v i t e  t h e  s p i r i t s  

t o  e a t .  
l a i g  r au  noj  To o f f e r  t o  s p i r i t s  t o  e a t .  

Note: This word ' l a i g '  i s  a l s o  used i n  p l ace  of t h e  
word ' n o j '  ( t o  e a t )  i n  rough speech o r  cu r s ing .  
( c f .  ' l o o b ' ) .  

l a i  j  To plow. 
l a i j  l i a g  To plow paddy f i e l d s .  ( c f .  ' l i a j '  which i s  

usua l ly  read  ' l i a g '  i n  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ) .  
l a i j  av To plow t h e  ground. 

1. laim Lightning ( c f .  ' x o b ' )  
xob laim Lightning.  

2 .  laim To twitch,  f l u t t e r .  
qhovmuag laim laim Eyes twi tch ing ,  eyes a f f e c t e d  wi th  

spasm of  f l u t t e r i n g .  



3 .  laim To c a s t  away, c a s t  a s i d e ,  throw away. 
( a )  la im n t i a s  To c a s t  away, throw away. 
(b )  la im rhees To c a s t  away, throw away. 
(c)  laim pov t s e g  To c a s t  away, throw away. 

1. l a i s  
Phis  l i s  phais  l a i s  An expression used a s  a  pos t  

ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  i n d i c a t i n g  something done 
haphazardly, a imless ly ,  f o o l i s h l y .  

2.  l a i s  
l a i s  txhiam xwm To p l a n t  vegetables .  

l a u  The male of b i r d s  and pou l t ry  ( con t r .  ' p o j ' ) .  
i b  t ug  l a u  qa ib  A cock, a  r o o s t e r .  

1. laub 
s i b  laub To push and p u l l  on oppos i te  ends of a  

s t i c k .  

2 .  laub 
laub zeb daus To f l a t t e n  and smooth thread  with a  

s tone  r o l l e r ,  a  process  i n  prepar ing  hemp 
thread  f o r  weaving. 

3. laub To pour, t o  pour ou t .  
Note: This word i s  sometimes used by White Hmong b y t  it 

i s  more commbn among t h e  Blue Hmong. ( c f .  nchuav' 
and ' h l i v '  which a r e  more commonly used by White 
~mong . 

1. laug  To s u s t a i n  a  long drawn o u t  note i n  song, e t c .  
l aug  suab n t ev  To s u s t a i n  a  note .  
qua j  laug  laws To cry loud and long. 

2 .  laug 
chaub laug  To crawl on one ' s  b e l l y  ( c f .  ' chaub ' ) .  

3 .  laug Cross s t i t c h  type of embroidery. 
laug  nplooj  suab Cross s t i t c h  embroidery. 

4 .  laug 
( a )  t i j  laug ( t . c .  from ' l a u s ' )  ( c f .  ' l a u s ' ) .  
( b )  dab laug  ( t . c , .  from ' l a u s ' )  ( c f .  ' l a u s ' ) .  

5. l aug  
c ib l aug  ( lub )  An open baske t  f o r  ca r ry ing  e a r t h ,  

r e f u s e ,  e t c .  

6 .  l aug  
( a )  kab laug sab ( c f .  ' kab' ) . 
(b)  kab laug  t sov  ( c f .  'kab' ) . 

1. l a u j  Pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  l e f t  ( con t r .  ' x i s  ' ) . 
t xha i s  t e s  l a u j  The l e f t  hand. 
sab laug  ( t . c . )  The l e f t  s i d e .  

2 .  l a u j  To withdraw o r  r e t r a c t .  
l a u j  t e s  To r e t r a c t  t h e  hand. 
Nws l a u j  k i av  t e s  n taus .  He drew back h i s  hand t o  h i t .  

3 .  l a u j  To pu t  a s ide .  
( a )  l a u j  haujlwm z i a s  c i a  Put  t h e  housework a s ide  

( t o  a t t end  t o  something e l s e ) .  
(b)  muab l a u j  t s e g  Pu t  t h e  housework a s ide  ( t o  

a t t end  t o  something e l s e ) .  
l a u j  num mus Lay t h e  work a s ide  and go. 

4 .  l a u j  A completive p a r t i c l e .  
T s i s  yog l au j !  No! 
Lawv lawm l a u j .  They have gone. 
Los l a u j  . Has come. 
Yog li kuv h a i s  n t ag  laux .  J u s t  a s  I s a id !  ( t . c . 1  

5. l a u j  
l a u j  kaub ( lub )  Cooking pot .  

6 .  l a u j  
l a u j  vaub Lengths of knot ted  h a i r .  

7 .  l a u j  
nqe l a u j  ( t u s )  A wooden hook t o  hang a r t i c l e s  on 

i n  t he  home. 

8 .  l a u j  
mus l a u j  taw To walk on t h e  hee l s .  

9 .  l a u j  
laujpwm ( c f .  ' loojpwm').  

1. laum To bore ( c f .  ' t h o ' ) .  
l a m  qhov To bore a  ho l e .  

2 .  laurn Cockroach ( t u s )  . 
3 .  laum 

laum k ib  t shoo j  ( t u s )  Centipede (pronounced 'laum 
kev tshoo j  ' i n  Laos ) . 

4 .  laum To s t r a n g l e ,  t o  p re s s  c l o s e  upon ( c f .  'zawm'). 
pos laum n p l e j  The thorns  s t r a n g l e  t h e  r i c e .  
n r o j  laum n p l e j  The weeds s t r a n g l e  t he  r i c e .  

5. laum To p lug ,  t o  p u t  an o b j e c t  i n t o  a  hole  t o  s t o p  it up. 
Lawv muab n t i v  t e s  laurn hauv qhovntseg. They p u t  t h e i r  

f i n g e r s  i n  t h e i r  e a r s .  



6 .  laum 
raus  laum tshauv To rub bamboo arrows i n  t h e  ho t  

ashes t o  s o f t e n  them f o r  s t r a i g h t e n i n g .  

7.  laum 
sub laum ( c f .  ' s u b ' ) .  

8. laum To t i c k l e .  

1. l a u s  Old, aged (of persons o r  an ima l s ) ,  e l d e r  ( con t r .  
' q u b ' ) .  

neeg l a u s  l a u s  An aged person.  
( a )  l a u s  neeg The v i l l a g e  " e l d e r s  , I '  o l d e r  persons 

whose counsel  i s  respec ted .  
( b )  cov txwj l a u s  The v i l l a g e  " e l d e r s , "  o l d e r  

persons whose counsel  i s  respec ted .  
( c )  cov txwj cov l a u s  The v i l l a g e  " e l d e r s , "  o l d e r  

persons whose counsel  i s  respec ted .  
l au s  nkoos Very o ld .  
t i j  l aug  ( t . c . )  Older b ro the r .  
dab laug  ( t . c . )  Mother 's e l d e r  b ro the r .  
niam l a u s  Wife 's  e l d e r  s i s t e r .  
t x i v  l a u s  Husband of w i f e ' s  e l d e r  s i s t e r .  

2 .  l a u s  Lower i n  sound o r  tone.  
suab l a u s  l a u s  A low voice .  
t sov  qua j  l au s  nkoos The t i g e r  gave a  low growl. 

3 .  l a u s  
p lab  l a u s  The stomach reg ion  ( c f .  ' p l ab  mog') 

( a l s o  ' p l ab  l aug '  t. c .  ) . 
4 .  l au s  

r a j  r is l aus  ( t u s )  A kind of long-legged s p i d e r .  

1 aw 
s i b  law I n  a  row nex t  t o  each o t h e r  ( a s  a  row of 

shops,  e t c . )  

lawb 
lawb menyuam To have a  miscar r iage .  

Note: This i s  o f f ens ive  language. 

lawd ( c f .  'lawm, ' a l s o  c f .  I n t roduc t ion  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 
1. lawg H a i l ,  h a i l s t o n e s  ( l u b )  ( c f .  'daus x ib  daus n p u ' ) .  

2 .  lawg To c o l l i d e  ( c f .  ' npug ' )  . 
s i b  lawg Head on c o l l i s i o n .  
Ob lub t sheb  ya mus lawg. Two c a r s  c o l l i d e d .  

1. lawj To f o r c i b l y  d e t a i n ,  f o r c i b l y  r e s t r a i n .  

3 .  lawj 
nees txov lawj A brown horse.  

4 .  lawj  
lawj f a j  Sulphur. 

1. lawm Completed, s i g n  of completed ac t i on  o r  p a s t  t ense .  
tuag  lawm Died, dead. 
t a g  lawm Fin ished ,  completed. 
mus t e b  lawm Went t o  t h e  f i e l d s .  
Peb mus lawm. We a r e  going. ( i . e .  t he  s t a r t  of our  

depa r tu r e  has been accomplished.) 

2 .  lawm To go, t o  d e p a r t ,  leave.  
Lawv lawm 10s t s i s  t au?  Have they gone y e t ?  
Lawm t i m  lawv lawm. ( t hey )  have gone over  t h e r e  t o  

them. 
Lawv lawm l a u j .  They have gone. 

3. lawm 
neeg l u s  lawm p l i a s  A person quick of speech. 

4 .  lawm P .v . i n t .  (Cf. ' l u j ' ) .  

1. laws To s t r i p  o f f  ( c f .  ' t e v '  ) . 
laws maj To s t r i p  hemp bark o f f  t h e  reed.  
muab laws tawv To s k i n ,  t o  s t r i p  t h e  s k i n  o f f .  

2 .  laws 
puv nco laws F i l l e d  rounded over  ( c f .  ' p u v ' ) .  

3 .  laws 
qua j  laug laws To cry  loud and long. 

1. lawv Third person p l u r a l  pronoun, t hey ,  them. 
Lawv t s i s  paub. They d o n ' t  know. 

2 .  lawv To fol low.  
lawv qab To fol low a f t e r ,  fol low behind. 
Lawv peb qab. Follow us.  

3 .  lawv To d r i v e  something ahead. 
lawv nyuj To d r i v e  c a t t l e  (cows) . 

4 .  lawv To f l u s h  w i th  wa te r ,  t o  wash down. 
muab d e j  lawv Wash it down wi th  water  ( c f .  swallowing 

medicine, e t c .  ) 

5. lawv Diarrhea.  
lawv p lab  Diarrhea ( c f .  ' raws p l ab ,  ' ' t h o j  p l ab '  ) . 

6 .  lawv To pound o r  forge  metal  t o  lengthen i t .  

2. lawj A bamboo gues t  p la t form i n  t he  home ( l u b )  . 



l e  ( c f .  ' l e v ' ) .  

1. l e g  To i m i t a t e ,  fol low t h e  way o r  example of another  
( c f .  'xyaum').  

l e g  ko j  t x o j  kev Go your way. 
tsis l e g  Yexu kev Does no t  follow J e s u s '  t each ing .  
t s i s  l e g  haujlwm Doesn ' t  do work. 

2 .  l e g  
pab l e g  To he lp  ( c f .  ' p a b ' )  . 

3 .  l e g  
vwm l o j  vwm l e g  To r e e l  around i n  a  drunken manner. 

l e j  Nose ( c f .  'n tswg'  which i s  t h e  more common word) .  
ntswg l e j  Mucus from t h e  nose. 

1. lern To warp, t o  t u r n  backward. 
lern t e s  To t u r n  t h e  arm backward, t w i s t  t he  arm. 
lern taw To t u r n  t he  ankle o r  t w i s t  t h e  foo t .  
lern c a j  dab To t w i s t  t h e  neck. 
( a )  lern nqe To argue p r i c e .  
(b )  nyom nqe To argue p r i c e .  

2 .  lern 
l e m  ceeb The lengthwise r a f t e r  of a  house 

( c f .  ' t s e v ' ) .  

1. l e s  
xooj  l e s  Su rp r i s ed ,  s t a r t l e d ,  i n  wonder and amazement 

( c f .  ' r u a j  zog' 'yoob z o g ' ) .  

2 .  l e s  
kab qaus l e s  ( t u s )  The dragon f l y .  

3 .  l e s  
l e v  l e s  ( r a b )  Small reed  f l u t e  made by ch i l d r en  a s  

a  p lay th ing .  

1. l e v  P l a i t e d  bamboo mat (daim) . 
This  mat i s  used f o r  s l eep ing ,  t o  spread t h ings  
on t o  dry and t o  b e a t  t he  r i c e  on i n  harves t ing .  

h i ab  l e v  To weave o r  p l a i t  such a  mat. 
phua ncau h iab  l e v  To s p l i t  t he  bamboo f o r  weaving 

a  mat. 
daim l e v  pua pw A mat t o  s l e e p  on. 

2 .  l e v  Used as  a  c l f .  f o r  t h ings  spread o u t  on a  mat. 
i b  l e  n p l e j  One matful  of r i c e  ( t . c . 1  

3. l e v  
rab l e v  l e s  ( c f .  ' l e s ' ) .  

4 .  l e v  
dab t shos  kaus l e v  A type  of l a d i e s '  embroidered 

c o l l a r .  

l e e  
l e e  l e e  ntswg O f  a  person t h e  br idge  of whose nose 

extends f a r  up toward t he  forehead.  

1. l eeb  
neeg l o j  l eeb  A wanderer,  a  person prone n o t  t o  s t a y  

a t  home ( c f .  'neeg l u j  l u a s ' ) .  

2 .  l eeb  
leeb  nkaub ( t u s )  A parakee t .  

1. l e e g  Vein o r  a r t e r y  ( t x o j )  . 
2 .  l e eg  A seam i n  c l o t h i n g  o r  sewing ( t u s )  ( c f .  ' l e e j  ' ) . 
3 .  l e eg  

t s aug  t s aug  l eeg  Weak, l a ck ing  phys i ca l  s t r e n g t h .  

4 .  l e eg  
Hmoob l eeg  Another term f o r  t h e  Green ( o r  Blue) Meo 

( c f .  'Hmoob n tsuab '  ) . 
1. l e e j  C l f .  f o r  persons ( t h i s  c l f .  i s  only used f o r  persons 

and i s  perhaps more p o l i t e  than ' t u s '  which may 
a l s o  be used f o r  var ious  animate o b j e c t s .  c f .  ' t u s '  ) . 

kaum l e e j  Ten persons.  
i b  l e e g  One person ( t . c . 1  
Leej twg Who? 
l e e j  t x i v  Fa ther .  

2 .  l e e j  E f f e c t i v e  ( a s  of medicine, e t c . )  
Cov t s h u a j  no t s i s  l e e j .  This medicine i s n ' t  e f f e c t i v e .  
Hais li cas  ku j  t s i s  l e e j .  No mat te r  what he s a i d  it 

had no e f f e c t .  

3 .  l e e j  A l i n e ,  a l i n e  of o b j e c t s ,  a  seam i n  c l o t h i n g  o r  
sewing. 

ua i b  l e e j  Put  them i n  a  l i n e ,  make a  l i n e .  
l e e j  l e eg  A seam i n  c l o t h i n g  o r  i n  sewing ( t u s ) .  

4 .  l e e j  To admit ,  t o  be w i l l i n g  t o .  
t s i s  l e e j  h a i s  I 'm no t  w i l l i n g  t o  say.  
Deb deb li, kuv t s i s  l e e j  tuag .  I t ' s  t oo  f a r  s o  I 'm 

no t  w i l l i n g  t o  come. 

5 .  l e e j  
l e e j  l e e j  li C lea r ly ,  t r u l y  ( c f .  ' t i a g  t i a g  l i t ) .  

6 .  puav l e e j  A l l ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  
Cov dub t s i s  muaj, puav l e e j  l i a b  xwb. There a r e  no 

black ones,  a l l  a r e  red .  

1. leem To pave, t o  pu t  a  s o l i d  coa t i ng  on something 
( c f .  ' p l i a '  ' p l e e v '  ) . 

leem kev To pave a  road.  
leem qua t s e v  TO pu t  i n  a concre te  f l o o r .  



leem 
tuam thawj leem ( C )  Chief s o l d i e r ,  genera l .  

leem 
leem nees To take  a  horse  ou t  t o  play.  

l e e s  To acknowledge, t o  accept ,  t o  r ece ive  ( c f .  ' l a v ' ) .  
l e e s  lub txim To acknowledge g u i l t ,  t o  confess  s i n .  
Yexu l e e s  pab lub txim Je sus  has borne our  s i n .  

( i . e .  Jesus  has acknowledged our  s i n  and g u i l t  
a s  r e s t i n g  upon H i m . )  

l e e s  Pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  of r e s t r i c t e d  use.  
ntswj l e e s  Very tw i s t ed .  

li P a r t i c l e  used a f t e r  nouns o r  noun express ions  t o  
i n d i c a t e  "pe r t a in ing  t o , "  "belonging t o , "  
"having connect ion wi th"  Used i n  t h i s  way it 
i s  t he  common way f o r  i n d i c a t i n g  possess ion .  

kuv li Mine. 
lawv li The i r s .  
n t i a j t e b  l i .  Belonging t o  t h e  world,  t he  wor ld ' s .  

li P a r t i c l e  used a f t e r  verbs o r  ve rba l  express ions  t o  
i n d i c a t e  " l i k e , "  " a s , "  " a f t e r  t h e  manner o f . "  

zoo li no Like t h i s .  
Ua zoo li no. Do it l i k e  t h i s .  
ua li no So, In t h a t  c a se ,  T h a t ' s  t h e  way it i s .  
Ua li no mas kuv yuav t s i s  mus. Well i n  t h a t  case 

I won' t  go. 
kub kub li Very h o t .  
N w s  t u a j  s a i  s a i  li. He came quick ly .  

li P a r t i c l e  used i n  combination wi th  pos t  ve rba l  
i n t e n s i v e s ,  u sua l l y  a l s o  bea r ing  i t s  meaning 
" l i k e "  o r  " a s . "  Compare t h e  fo l lowing  expres-  
s i ons  i n  Appendix 8  p. 468. 

k iag  li; li ub; li no; h l o  l i ;  li n tag .  

l i b  
l i b  l i b  av Of ch i l d r en  p lay ing  i n  t h e  mud. 

l i b  
l i b  nyug ( t u s )  The brown f ish-owl.  

l i g  La te ,  t a rdy .  
Lig lawm, mus t s i s  txog. I t ' s  l a t e ,  we won ' t  be ab l e  

t o  g e t  t h e r e .  

l i g  
mob l i g  Scabies ,  t h e  " i t c h .  " 

l i b  To wind on a  spool .  
l i g  xov Thread wound on a  spoo l ,  sewing thread .  

4 .  l i g  
kab l i g  n t u j  The milky way. 

1. l i j  To bore  a  h o l e ,  t o  en l a rge  a  ho le  ( c f .  ' t h o ' ) .  
l i j  koob txam A d r i l l  ( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  t h e  b i t ;  ' r a b '  

f o r  t he  whole t o o l ) .  

2 .  l i j  
cov Lijxub The Lisu  t r i be speop le .  

1. l i r n  T i r ed ,  weary ( C )  . 
Kuv l i r n  l i m  li, ua t s i s  t au .  I ' m  t i r e d  and c a n ' t  do it. 

2 .  l i r n  To f i l t e r ,  t o  s t r a i n .  
lub l i r n  A s t r a i n e r ,  a  f i l t e r .  

3 .  l i m  
l i m  hiam F i e r c e ,  c r u e l  ( C )  . 

4 .  l i m  
ti j  l i m  E f f e c t i v e ,  having s t r e n g t h .  ( c f .  khawv koob) 

1. l i s  To s e t t l e  cases  of d i s p u t e .  
Muab l i s  ( o r  ' h a i s ,  ' o r  ' t x i a v '  o r  ' k i a v ' )  t a g  lawm. 

(The ca se )  has been s e t t l e d .  

2 .  l i s  Pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i v e  of r e s t r i c t e d  use. 
d a j  l i s  Very yellow ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

3 .  l i s  Used i n  t h e  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i v e  express ion  ' p h i s  
l i s  pha i s  l a i s '  ( c f .  Appendix 8  p .  468 ) .  

4 .  l i s  
l i s  xa iv  Gossip. 
neeg l i s  xa iv  ( t u s )  A gos s ip ,  one who t e l l s  t a l e s  on 

o the r s .  

1. l i v  *Of f l a t  o b j e c t s  sp inning  on edge, t o  s p i n  a  co in ,  e t c .  

2 .  l i v  
x i s l i v  (daim) A s t raw mat, s t raw s l eep ing  mat (C) . 

3 .  l i v  
pum l i v  ( r a j )  A f l u t e ,  a  horn wi th  f i n g e r  ho l e s .  

1 1 Red. 
l i a b  l i a b  Very red .  
l i a b  dhoog Dark r e d ,  crimson, co lo r  of congealed blood. 
l i a b  ploog Very red .  
hnub l i a b  ploog Sunset .  
l i a b  t s e b  Light  r e d ,  n o t  very red .  
l i a b  t x i v  t suav  Pink,  b r i g h t  pink. 
l i a b  vog Speckled o r  f i gu red  red .  
l i a b  qab Naked, nude. 
qos l i a b  The sweet p o t a t o  ( l u b )  ( c f .  ' q o s ' )  . 
menyuam mos l i a b  ( o r  iam l i a b )  A new baby, young babe. 



2. l i a b  The s h o r t - t a i l e d  monkey, Rhesus monkey ( t u s ) .  
t x i v  t h a i s  l i a b  A l a r g e  male monkey. 

3 .  l i a b  
hma l i a b  ( t u s )  Dhole dog, r e d  f o x  ( c f .  'hma' ) . 

4 .  l i a b  
l i a b  npog muag ( t u s )  The s l o t h .  

5. l i a b  
k h i b  l i a b  (T) D i r t y  ( c f .  ' q i a s  n e e g ' ) ,  d i s g u s t i n g .  

l i a g  The r i c e  s i c k l e ,  s m a l l  curved implement f o r  c u t t i n g  
g r a i n  ( r a b ) .  

1. l i a j  Paddy f i e l d ,  f i e l d  f o r  wet-crop c u l t i v a t i o n  
( c l f  . ' zeg '  ) . 

l a i  j  l i a g  To plow paddy f i e l d s  ( t . c . )  
l i . a j  qhua Dry paddy f i e l d .  
ua l i a j  To make paddy f i e l d s ,  c u l t i v a t e  paddy f i e l d s .  
l u b  n r a s  l i a j  qhua Dry f i e l d s ,  a  d r y  w i l d e r n e s s  w i t h  

d r y  f i e l d s  and r o l l i n g  h i l l s .  

2 l i a j  
l i a j  i a  Lands, t e r r i t o r y .  
l i a j  i a  tebchaws F i e l d s  and l a n d ,  t e r r i t o r y .  

3 .  l i a j  To c l o s e  w i t h  a  b a r  o r  b o l t .  
l i a j  qhovrooj  To b a r  o r  b o l t  t h e  door .  

1. l i a m  To blame, t o  wrongly accuse .  
l i a m  r a u  n e j  Wrongly accused you. 
l i a m  ub l i a m  no r a u  l u a g  t e j  Blaming o t h e r s  f o r  

a l l  k i n d s  of  t h i n g s .  

2 .  l i am Ruined, d e s t r o y e d ,  i n  t u r m o i l .  
l i a m  s i m  Ruined, d e s t r o y e d  ( c f .  ' p u a s  t s u a j ' ) .  
ua lwj  ua l i a m  To do r e c k l e s s l y ,  w i t h o u t  purpose.  
tebchaws lwj  l i a m  Land i n  t u r m o i l .  
ua c h i b  chawj pua j  l i a m  ( C )  To do r e c k l e s s l y ,  do 

poorly ,  c r e a t e  t u r m o i l .  
( c f .  ' u a  xya chawj yim l i am '  which i s  t h e  Hmong 
e x p r e s s i o n  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  above which i s  
from t h e  Chinese a l though  b o t h  e x p r e s s i o n s  
a r e  used.  ) 

3 .  l i a m  Bare s p o t s  b e r e f t  of h a i r  e spec iaLly  i n  an imals .  
l i a m  txwv Bare h a i r l ~ s s  s p o t s .  
dev l i am txwv A dise? .se  o f  dogs r e ~ u ? ~ t i n g  i n  such 

s p o t s .  
ua l i am txwv q a s  n t s u a v  To do p o o r l y ,  s l o p p i l y .  

4 .  l iam 
t s i s  l i am £ah Doesn ' t  s u i t  me, d o n ' t  l i k e .  
t s i s  l i am f a b  ua D o n ' t  want t o  do. 

1. l i a s  A t h i n  p i e c e  of  s i l v e r  o rnamenta t ion  worn a s  decor-  
a t i o n  ( c f .  'da im'  ) . 

2 .  l i a s  P . v . i n t e n s i v e  ( c f .  Appendix 8). 
dawb l i a s  Not ve ry  w h i t e ,  o f f  w h i t e .  
p h e e j  l i a s  Level  measure ,  l e v e l  f u l l .  
t i a j  l i a s  Leve l .  

3 .  l i a s  A p r e - v e r b a l  connec t ing  word ( c f .  ' n y a j ' ) .  
Nej l i a s  puav l e e j  nyob zoo p a u j ?  Are you a l l  w e l l ?  
Nyaj nws l i a s  yuav pab. I t h i n k  p robab ly  h e  w i l l  h e l p .  

1. l o  To s t i c k  t o ,  s t i c k  on ,  s t u c k  t o .  
l o  nkaus Stuck t o ,  s t u c k  t o g e t h e r .  
l o  n r e e s  Firmly s t u c k .  
l o  l o  av  Stuck up w i t h  mud. 
l o  l o  mov Stuck up w i t h  food ,  food on t h e  f a c e .  
l o  l a j  l o  l u a v  A l l  p l a s t e r e d  up w i t h  d i r t  and mud. 

2 .  l o  C l f .  f o r  words o r  f o r  mouthfuls .  
l o  l u s  no T h i s  word. 
kaum l o  l u s  Ten words.  
i b  10s l u s  One word (t.  c .  ) . 
i b  10s h n i a v  One mouth f u l l  o f  t e e t h ,  one s e t  of  t e e t h .  

1.ob To g r a b  and p u l l  w i t h  t h e  hand ( c f .  ' r u b ' ) .  
( a )  l o b  10s To g r a b  and p u l l .  
( b )  rub 10s To grab  and p u l l .  

1. l o g  A wheel ( l u b )  . 
2 .  l o g  To s p i n ,  t o  s e t  something s p i n n i n g ,  t o  s p i n  around. 

thob l o g  To s p i n ,  s e t  something s p i n n i n g .  

3 .  l o g  
l o g  cam ( l u b )  A wooden chopping b l o c k .  

4 .  l o g  To bury something i n  t h e  ground ( c f .  ' 1 0 s ' ) .  
Muab l o g  hauv av.  Bury it i n  t h e  ground. 

1. l o j  Large,  g r e a t  (o f  q u a n t i t y ,  a r e a ,  o r  s t a t u s ) .  
t s e v  l o j  l o j  A l a r g e  house.  
t u s  t i b n e e g  hov l o j  The pe rson  of l a r g e  frame. 
hwjchim l o j  G r e a t  a u t h o r i t y .  

2 .  l o j  Completive p a r t i c l e  ( c f .  ' 1 0 s ' ) .  
(a )  mus lawm Has gone. 
( b )  mus lawm l o j  Has gone. 
( c )  lawm l o j  Has gone. 

3 .  l o j  
( a )  l o j  f a j  ( l u b )  A p r i s o n .  
( b )  t s e v  l o j  f a j  ( l u b )  A p r i s o n .  



4 .  l o j  
l o j  c u j  ( l u b )  A s h a c k l e ,  t o  s h a c k l e ,  an a n k l e  r i n g .  

5. l o j  
l o j  lam Calamity ,  t r a v a i l .  

6 .  l o j  
l o j  xov cem h u v s i  To s c o l d  t h e  group f o r  one man's 

f a u l t .  

7 .  l o j  
l o  j  l e e b  Wander abou t .  
neeg l o j  l e e b  A wanderer ,  one who i s  prone n o t  t o  

s t a y  a t  home. 

1. lom Poisonous,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  po i son .  
t s h u a j  lom Poison,  poisonous medicine .  
lom neeg To po i son  someone. 

2 .  lom To t a n  l e a t h e r ,  t o  soak i n  s t r o n g  s o l u t i o n .  
muab t s h u a j  lom daim tawv To t a n  l e a t h e r .  

3 .  lom 
t x u j  lom S p i c e s ,  condiments ,  food f l a v o r i n g s  ( c f .  ' t x u j ' ) .  

4 .  lom 
lom zem ( C )  Noisy and crowded, l o t s  go ing  on,  

r e v e l r y .  

5. lom 
lom vab v i b  The sound o f  r e v e l r y ,  n o i s e  and t a l k i n g  

s o  loud  one canno t  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  

1. 10s To r e t u r n ,  t o  come (back t o  a  p l a c e  where you 
r e s i d e ,  c o n t r .  ' t u a j ' ) .  

Koj mus qhov twg l o s ?  Where have you been? Where 
have you been and come from? 

Mus ho 10s. Come a g a i n .  (common p o l i t e  p h r a s e  s a i d  
t o  one l e a v i n g  and go ing  t o  a  p l a c e  which i s  
n o t  h i s  home, from which h e  w i l l  r e t u r n ) .  

10s q u j  q e e s  To r e t u r n  s lowly  and s t e a d i l y .  
LOS qhov no. Come h e r e .  
10s h l o  Returned ( c f .  '10s lawm,' '10s h l o  lawm') .  
( a )  10s 10s To r e t u r n  t o ,  r e t u r n e d .  
(b) 10s l o v  To r e t u r n  t o ,  r e t u r n e d .  
( a )  10s lawm Has r e t u r n e d  ( f o r  a  t ime)  . 
( b )  10s lawm l o j  Has r e t u r n e d  ( f o r  a  t i m e ) .  
10s l o j  Is j u s t  r e t u r n i n g .  
10s l a u j  Has come. 

2 .  10s Used a s  a  secondary ve rb .  
Vaj tswv n t u j  t s i m  peb 10s. The King of heaven 

c r e a t e d  us .  

3 .  10s I n t e r r o g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e ,  p a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  " o r , "  
" o r  n o t .  " 

Koj mus t h i a b  l o s ?  Are you go ing  t o o ?  
Lawv lawm 10s t s i s  t a u ?  Have they  gone o r  n o t ?  
Koj muaj n p l e j  10s ko j  muaj txhuv? Have you h u l l e d  

o r  unhu l led  r i c e ?  
Koj puas yuav mus 10s t s i s  mus? Are you go ing  o r  n o t ?  

4 .  10s To bury ( p e r s o n s )  c o n t r .  ' l o g '  
Muaj p laub  t u g  kwv t u s  t u a g  mus 10s. Four c a r r i e d  

t h e  c o r p s e  and b u r i e d  it. 

5. 10s To flow ( i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t s  o n l y ,  c f  . ' ntws ' ) . 
10s n t s h a v  To b l e e d ,  b l e e d i n g .  

6 .  10s Used i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of  c h i l d r e n '  s b i r t h  
a f t e r  t h e  Chinese  f a s h i o n  ( C )  . 

10s tuam The f i r s t b o r n .  
10s l w m  The second c h i l d .  
10s xab The t h i r d  c h i l d .  
10s xwm The f o u r t h  c h i l d .  

(and s o  on ,  u s i n g  t h e  Chinese numera t ion) .  

7 .  10s 
l o s s i s  Very, i n t e n s i v e l y  (C )  . 
l o s s i s  zoo Very good. 
l o s s i s  l o j  Very l a r g e ,  huge. 

8. 10s Sometimes t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  ' 1 0 s '  i s  used w i t h  ' s i s . '  
Koj mus 10s sis t s i s  mus? Are you go ing  o r  n o t ?  
Koj hnov 10s sis ts is  hnov? Have you heard  o r  n o t .  

9 .  10s 
l o s t s u a s  The Lao peop le  ( c f .  'phwv nyeeb'  and ' kua  

100s ' ) . 
10. 10s 

10s Pav ( t u s )  ( C )  Manager, ernployer, mas te r .  

11. 10s 
10s y u a j  ( t u s )  The l a r g e  back t e e t h  of a  h o r s e  t h a t  

appear  a f t e r  3 y e a r s .  

1. l o v  To b reak  i n  two, t o  b reak  o f f .  
l o v  n t h 0  Broken i n  two ( a s  a  s t i c k  o r  bone)  . 

2. l o v  
10s l o v  ( c f .  ' 10s ' ) .  

l o x  ( c f .  '10s' The 'x' i n t o n a t i o n  g i v e s  an added s e n s e  
of s u r p r i s e  o r  wonder. c f .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  p .  x x i i - x i i i )  

Koj t u a j  lox?  You've come? ( t o  my s u r p r i s e ) .  
Koj pom lox?  You mean you can s e e  i t ?  



loo  Crops 
ua qooh ua l oo  To do c rops ,  t o  r a i s e  corn and 

r i c e ,  e t c .  
qoob 100s Crops ( t . c . 1  ( a l s o  s a i d  'qoob l o o ' ) .  

1. loob Small wi ld  animal ( c f .  ' npua , '  ' z a j  npuas'  ) . 
2 .  loob Deaf (used only i n  r i d i c u l e ,  comparing a  deaf 

person t o  a  ' l o o b , '  a  p ig - l i ke  animal which 
appears deaf and s t u p i d ) .  

3 .  loob Coarse language f o r  'hnav '  To wear. used only 
i n  sco ld ing .  ( c f .  ' l a i g ' ) .  

1. loog Numb, i n s e n s i t i v e .  

2 .  loog Courtyard, l a r g e  fenced enc losure  ( l u b ) .  
r oo j  loog Gate of t h e  cour tyard .  

1. l o o j  To f i x ,  t o  a r range .  
l o o j  hniav To f i x  a  t o o t h ,  cover a  t oo th .  

2 .  l oo  j  Unconscious. 
l o o j  hlawv h l i a s  Recurring unconsciousness. 
t s aug  zog l o o j  h l i a s  Very s leepy .  

3. l o o j  
l o o j  pwm ( l u b )  ( C )  Tuber, r o o t  vege tab le  ( c f .  ' l a u j  

pwm' ) . 
4 .  l o o j  

l o o j  koov To make a  f u s s ,  make t roub l e  ( c f .  'kiam' ) 
( C )  . 

5. l o o j  
l o o j  t e s  Gloves ( a l s o  c a l l e d  ' r a u '  sometimes).  

loom 
Khavloom ( t u s )  ( T )  The governor. 

1. loos 
miaj 100s ( l u b )  A woven baske t  of t he  type used by 

Meo f o r  s t o r i n g  c l o t h i n g ,  e t c .  

2 .  loos 
100s l e e s  ( l u b )  (T) A school .  

3 .  loos 
100s phwv nya is  npas ( l u b )  (T) Hospi ta l .  

4 .  loos 
qoob 100s ( c f .  qoob) . 

1. lub C l f .  f o r  a r t i c l e s  cha rac t e r i zed  by bulk o r  roundness. 
lub n t u j  The sun. 
lub pobzeb A s tone .  

2 .  lub  To cha fe ,  a  rubbing which becomes uncomfortable. 

3 .  lub  
t u j  lub ( l u b )  A wooden sp inning  t op ,  toy top.  
n taus  t u j  lub  To play t h e  game of sp inning  t ops ,  each 

t r y i n g  t o  knock down t h e  o t h e r s  (commonly played 
a t  New Year ' s  t i m e ) .  

1. l u g  To de tour .  
( a )  lug  kev To de tou r ,  go o f f  t he  pa th  and r e t u r n  t o  

it a s  when pass ing  an obs t ac l e .  
(b) l ug  kev mus To de tou r ,  go o f f  t h e  path and r e t u r n  

t o  i t  a s  when pass ing  an obs t ac l e .  
l ug  mus To de tou r  on another  t r a i l  o r  road. 
Lawv l u g  pem lawm. They took another  t r a i l  up t he  h i l l .  
lug  nees A s i d e  t r a i l  f o r  horses .  

2 .  l u g  Pos t -verba l  i n t e n s i v e  ( r e s t r i c t e d ) .  
pawg l u g  Many grouped t oge the r .  
kub l ug  Hot. 
kub s i a b  l ug  Zealous, e a r n e s t .  
du l u g  Very smooth. 
qheb l u g  Opened. 
k a j  l ug  Very b r i g h t .  
t shab  l u g  Clear  through. 

1. l u j  Heel,  elbow. 
lub taws ( t . c . 1  Heel of t he  f o o t .  
l u j  khau Heel of a  shoe.  
l u j  t s h i b  Elbow ( c f .  ' y a s  n p a b ' ) .  

2 .  l u j  To weigh. 
l u j  t e ev  To weigh i n  a  balance s c a l e .  

3 .  l u j  The mongoose ( t u s )  . 
4 .  l u j  

lujtxwv ( t u s )  (C) A mule, t h e  mule. 

5.  l u j  
t x i v  puv l u j  ( l u b )  The pineapple.  

6 .  l u j  
mab l u j  ( l u b )  The Thai s t y l e  b r a s s  gong. 

7 .  l u j  
l u j  lam tam Pover ty-s t r icken .  

5. loos  
100s dua i b  tom Do it  over  aga in ,  f i x  it aga in .  



8.  l u j  
( a )  ua l u j  l u a s  To be a  wanderer ,  a  pe r son  who seldom 

s t a y s  home. 
( b )  ua neeg l o j  l e e b  To be a  wanderer ,  a  pe r son  who 

seldom s t a y s  home. 

9 .  l u j  P . v . i n t .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
h a i s  l u j  laws To speak w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s i o n .  

1. lum 
lum n p l e j  To s t a c k  r i c e  sheaves  on a  r a c k  f o r  d r y i n g .  

2 .  lum One dozen (T) . 
1. l u s  Words, speech ( c l f .  f o r  s i n g l e  words ' l o '  f o r  

s a y i n g s  ' t x o j , '  f o r  speeches  ' z a j . ' )  
i b  10s l u s  One word (t. c .  ) 
ua i b  zag l u s  h a i s  ( t . c . )  Say it a l l  a t  once.  
l u s  dev Curs ing ,  f i l t h y  language.  
p a j  l u g  (t.  c .  P roverb ,  "f lowery s,peech. " 
p i v  l u s  I l l u s t r a t i o n ,  f i g u r a t i v e  language.  
n r i a v  l u s  P l a i n  speech ,  s t r a i g h t  language a s  opposed 

t o  f lowery o r  f i g u r a t i v e  speech .  
h a i s  l u s  To speak ,  t o  t a l k ,  t o  say  words. 
l u s  cov Words d i f f i c u l t  t o  say  o r  pronounce. 
t x u a s  l u s  To converse .  
l u s  pivtxwv An i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  a  f i g u r e  o f  speech ,  

p a r a b l e .  
t x i v  l u s  To i n t e r p r e t .  
ua t x i v  l u s  To speak on b e h a l f  of  a n o t h e r .  
p e j  yam l u s  Fore ign  l anguages ,  u n f a m i l i a r  speech .  
l u s  p lhov  xem Round abou t  speech ,  speak ing  

i n d i r e c t l y  t o  s o f t e n  t h e  approach.  
nkaw l u s  To speak f o r c i b l y ,  t o  command. 
h a i s  l u s  khawm l u s  To swear  t o  a  f a c t ,  t a k e  o a t h .  
n i a g  l u s  F l a t t e r y .  
ua n i a g  l u s  h a i s  To f l a t t e r .  
t x h a i s  l u s  To t r a n s l a t e ,  t o  e x p l a i n  ( c f .  ' t x i v  l u s ' ) .  

( ' c e v  l u s t  sometimes used i n  t h i s  s e n s e  a l s o . )  
n u j  vam l u s  Old f a s h i o n e d  language,  a n c i e n t  speech.  
( a )  l u s  xaus Term f o r  words of comple t ion ,  f i n a l  

p a r t i c l e s .  
( b )  l u s  t a g  Term f o r  words of comple t ion ,  f i n a l  

p a r t i c l e s .  
l u s  plhob p h i j  Worthless  words,  f o o l i s h  speech.  
h a i s  l u s  t u b  qaug neeg To speak d i s p a r a g i n g l y .  
( a )  t a  timkhawv To w i t n e s s  concern ing .  
( b )  h a i s  t i m  l u s  To w i t n e s s  concern ing .  
l u s  t u a j  dab r o s  A joke ,  words c a u s i n g  l a u g h t e r .  
( a )  l u s  cuav qaub L i e s ,  l y i n g .  
( b )  l u s  dag L i e s ,  l y i n g .  
h a i s  l u s  nraim nkoos Speak s e c r e t l y .  
h a i s  l u s  taum To t e l l  s t o r i e s  i n  song s t y l e .  
( a )  t s o  l u s  To a g r e e  t o ,  g i v e  pe rmiss ion .  
( b )  pluam l u s  To a g r e e  t o ,  g i v e  pe rmiss ion .  

l u s  mos l u s  t u a j  pos H y p o c r i t i c a l  l anguage ,  s o f t  
sounding b u t  w i t h  a  " thorny"  meaning. 

neeg l u s  lawm p l i a s  A pe r son  qu ick  of speech ,  f a s t  
t a l k e r .  

( a )  h a i s  l u s  t a j  tst idv Slow of  speech.  
( b )  h a i s  l u s  nrho n r h u j  nrhawv Slow of  speech.  

2 .  l u s  P . v . i n t .  a f t e r  ' x i a v , '  ( c f .  ' x i a v ' ) .  

1. l u v  S h o r t .  
l'xiav l u v  ments i s .  Cut it o f f  a  b i t  s h o r t e r .  
l u b  s i a b  l u v  l u v  Short - tempered,  i m p a t i e n t  ( c f .  ' t w s ' ) .  

2 .  l u v  
phom luvxoom ( r a b )  Shotgun. 

1. luab  To borrow on i n t e r e s t  ( c f .  ' t x a i s ' ) .  

2 .  l uab  To s l i p ,  s l i d e  a s i d e .  
taw luab  Foot s l i p p e d  ( t a k i n g  some ground o r  mud w i t h  

it from a  l o o s e  o r  muddy s u r f a c e . )  ( c o n t r .  ' l u a m ' ) .  

3 .  luab  
( a )  nyuj  luab  t s h e b  O x c a r t ,  ox p u l l i n g  a  c a r t .  
( b )  nyuj  l u a g  t s h e b  Oxcar t ,  ox p u l l i n g  a  c a r t .  

1. l u a g  To laugh ( c f .  ' t u a  j  dab r o s  ' ) . 
l u a g  tawg n t h 0  To b reak  o u t  l augh ing  
l u a g  nyuj  nyav To s m i l e .  

2 .  l u a g  To d r a g  a l o n g  t h e  ground. 
Luag mus pov t s e g .  Drag it away and g e t  r i d  of  it. 
( a )  nyu j  luab  t s h e b  O x c a r t ,  ox p u l l i n g  a  c a r t .  
( b )  nyuj  luag  t s h e b  O x c a r t ,  ox p u l l i n g  a  c a r t .  

3. l u a g  Companion. 
kwvluag Very good f r i e n d ,  c o n s t a n t  companion ( t u s ) .  
( a )  T s i s  muaj neeg ua luag .  No companion. 
( b )  T s i s  t a u  l u a g .  No companion. 

4. l u a g  O t h e r s ,  sometimes used f o r  ' l a w v , '  t h i r d  pe rson  
p l u r a l  pronoun. [ c f .  ' lawv' ) . 

( a )  l u a g  t e j  O t h e r s ,  o t h e r  peop le .  
( b )  lawv t e j  O t h e r s ,  o t h e r  peop le .  
( a )  l u a g  z e j  zos Other  v i l l a g e s .  
( b )  l u a g  z e j  luag  2 0 s .  Other  v i l l a g e s .  

5.  l u a g  L i k e ,  t h e  same a s  ( c f .  ' l u a j ' )  . 
yuav l u a g  i b  yam Almost e x a c t l y  t h e  same. 
s i b  l u a g  S i m i l a r ,  t h e  same, e q u a l  t o  each o t h e r .  



1. l u a j  To c u t  v e g e t a t i o n  w i t h  a  b rush  k n i f e ,  t o  c l e a r  o f f  
weeds. 

l u a j  t e b  To c u t  down weeds and b rush  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  
t o  beg in  p r e p a r i n g  new f i e l d s  f o r  p l a n t i n g .  

l u a j  kev To c u t  down t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  a long  a  p a t h .  
l u a j  n r o j  To c u t  down t h e  weeds. 

2 .  l u a j  L ike ,  The same a s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  ( c f .  ' l u a g ' ) .  
l u a j  li no Like t h i s .  
~ u a j  li c a s ?  Like what? What 's  it l i k e ?  
ua li c a s  k o j  h l u b  peb l u a j  no? How is  i t  you l o v e  

us l i k e  t h i s ?  

3. l u a j  Emphatic p a r t i c l e .  
Mob ua l u a j !  I t  h u r t s  t e r r i b l y !  
l o j  ua l u a j  Huge. 

4 .  l u a j  
l u a j  zus C l e a r  th rough ,  ( t o  d o ,  go ,  speak ,  e t c . )  

r i g h t  th rough .  
Ua l u a j  zus mus h u v s i .  Go a l l  t h e  way through.  

5 .  l u a j  
l u a j  tuam C a r e l e s s  ( c f .  ' l i a m  s i m ' ) .  ( t . c . )  
neeg l u a j  thuam A pe rson  c a r e l e s s  w i t h  be long ings ,  e t c .  

6 .  l u a j  
( a )  pob a v  l u a j  ( l u b )  A n t h i l l .  
( b )  pob a v  muas y i s  t i b  ( l u b )  A n t h i l l .  

1. luam Bus iness ,  t r a d e .  
ua l a g  ua luam To do t r a d e ,  do b u s i n e s s .  
t u b  luam A merchant ,  a  t r a d e r .  

2 .  luam To swim. 
ua luam d e j  To s w i m .  

3. luam To s l i p ,  t o  s l i d e  (due t o  s l i p p e r y  s u r f a c e )  
( c o n t r .  ' l u a b ' ) .  

taw luam Foot  s l i p p e d .  
luam khaubncaws To i r o n  c l o t h i n q .  

4 .  luam To m i l l  g r a i n  i n  a  motor ized r a t a r y  m i l l .  
luam txhuv To m i l l  r i c e .  

5 .  luam 
luam yeeb Tobacco, c i g a r e t t e  ( t u s ) .  
haus  luam yeeh To smoke tobacco.  

6 .  luam 
luam ntawv To p r i n t  w i t h  a  r o t a r y  p r e s s ,  mimeograph. 

1. l u a s  
l u a s  n q a i j  To s e p a r a t e  f a t  meat from t h e  l e a n .  

2 .  l u a s  
( a )  ua l u j  l u a s  ( c f .  ' l u j ' )  . 
( b )  ua neeg l o j  l e e b  ( c f .  I l u j  ' ) . 

3 .  l u a s  
t s e v  xuas  l u a s  ( c f .  ' t s e v '  ) . 

1. l u a v  A donkey ( t u s )  . 
( a )  t u s  l u a v  The donkey. 
( b )  t u s  l u a v  nees  The donkey. 

2 .  l u a v  A r a b b i t  ( t u s )  . 
( a )  t u s  l u a v  The r a b b i t .  
(b) t u s  l u a v  n a s  The r a b b i t .  

3 .  l u a v  
l o  l a j  l o  l u a v  P l a s t e r e d  up w i t h  mud and d i r t .  

l w  An open way i n  t h e  j u n g l e  o r  h i g h  g r a s s  i n d i c a t i n g  where 
someone h a s  gone b e f o r e  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a  r e g u l a r  
t r a i l .  

t x o j  lw Such a  way. 

1. lwg Dew. 

2 .  lwg To s t r i p  o f f .  
lwg n p l o o j  To s t r i p  l e a v e s  o f f  a  branch,  bamboo, e t c .  

a  few a t  a  t i m e .  

3 .  lwg 
cua mo j  lwg x i b  kaw A g r e a t  wind ( c f  . ' cua  ' ) . 

1. lwj  Rot ten ,  decayed.  
lwj  n t s u a v  P u t r i d ,  gangrenous.  
lwj  nthwb R o t t e n  and mushy. 

2 .  lwj  Windbox, b l a c k s m i t h  be l lows  ( l u b )  . (Also c a l l e d  
' foob x a b '  a f t e r  t h e  Chinese )  . 

l u b  t s e v  lwj  h l a u  Blacksmith  shed o r  shop.  

3 .  lwj  To r e n d e r  r o t t e n ,  t o  d e s t r o y .  
lwj  tebchaws To c a u s e  u p r i s i n g  o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  
t u s  lwj  tebchaws A r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  
( a )  tebchaws lwj  Nat ion i n  t u r m o i l ,  n a t i o n  a t  war .  
( b )  tebchaws lwj  l i a m  Nat ion i n  t u r m o i l ,  n a t i o n  a t  war .  
ua lwj  ua  l i am To d e s t r o y ,  t o  do r e c k l e s s l y  and t o  no 

purpose,  t o  make a  mess of  t h i n g s .  
neeg l w j  An e v i l  pe r son ,  a  " r o t t e n "  i n d i v i d u a l .  

4 .  lwj  
muaslwj ( t u s )  The Sambar d e e r .  

5 .  lwj  
Phwj l w j  A t r i b e  i n  Laos ( v a r i o u s l y  s a i d  'Phwj l w j '  

o r  Phwv l w j ' )  (T) . 



1. lwrn Second, ano the r ,  nex t  i n  o rde r  ( c ) .  
l w m  zaus The next  t ime ,  a  second t ime.  
l o s  l w m  The second born c h i l d .  
lwrn hnub Another day. 

2 .  lwrn C l f .  f o r  t imes ,  occas ions .  
nyeem i b  l w m  Read once, read  one time. 

3 .  lwrn A term used i n  s p i r i t  ceremonies. 
lwrn q a ib  To wave a  l i v e  chicken over  t h e  head of 

a w i f e  on b r ing ing  h e r  i n t o  h e r  husband's  home; 
t o  c a l l  t he  woman's s p i r i t  t o  come and ab ide  i n  
he r  husband's  home and c l an .  

4 .  lwrn 
haujlwm Domestic work ( c f .  ' h a u j ' ) .  

1. lws To p i l l a g e  and rob.  
l w s  n y i a j  To s t e a l  s i l v e r ,  s t e a l  money. 

2 .  lws The eggplan t  ( l u b )  . 
l w s  l i a b  The red eggplan t .  
l w s  dawb The whi te  eggplan t .  
lws qeb Type of smal l  eggplan t .  

lwv 
s i b  lwv To c o n t e s t  i n  song s ing ing  t o  s e e  who can 

b e t t e r  t h e  o t h e r .  

1. rnab People who dwell  on t h e  p l a i n s  (o the r  than  Hmong and 
f a m i l i a r  Chinese and t r i b e s ) .  

rnab daum P l a i n s  people.  
rnab suav P l a i n s  people and Chinese. 
koob mab ( t u s )  A s a f e t y  p in  (p in  used by p l a i n s  f o l k ) .  
rnab l u j  Thai s t y l e  b r a s s  gong. 
rnab qus Wild people,  abo r ig ine s ,  t h e  Yellow Leaf t r i b e .  

2 .  rnab A spec i e s  of animal ,  c i v e t .  
rnab txho The Palm c i v e t .  (There a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  members 

of t he  spec i e s  c a l l e d  'mab nkawb' and 'mab d a i s ' ) .  
rnab nyooj The c i v e t  c a t  growls. 

mag To be ensnared o r  t rapped ,  t o  t r a p  o r  s n a r e ,  t o  ca tch .  
mag h l u a  To s n a r e  w i th  a  rope. 
mag lawv nplawm To r ece ive  a  bea t i ng  from them, 

caught and bea ten .  

1. maj Hemp. 
laws rnaj To s t r i p  t h e  bark o f f  t h e  hemp s t a l k s .  
t xh i ab  rnaj To dry t h e  hemp by t h e  f i r e  t o  ready i t  

f o r  s t r i p p i n g .  
plhaub rnaj Hemp s t a l k .  

2 .  maj I n  a  hur ry  ( C )  , busy. 
s i a b  maj To be i n  a  ru sh ,  i n  a  hu r ry ,  h e a r t  i n  a  

s t a t e  of anxie ty  t o  rush  o f f .  
maj heev Very much h u r r i e d ,  very busy. 

3 .  maj Exclamatory f i n a l  p a r t i c l e .  
Nej mus s a i b  maj! You go and see!  

4 .  maj Large s i l v e r  c o i n ,  a s i l v e r  " d o l l a r , "  l a r g e  co ins  
as  used i n  Laos ( l u b )  . 

i b  lub  t x i a j  rnaj One s i l v e r  d o l l a r .  

5 .  maj 
majmam Slow, s lowly ,  g r adua l ly ,  a f t e r  a  whi le  (C) . 
Ma jmam mus . Go slowly . 
Majmam kuv yuav mus t h i a b .  Af t e r  a  whi le  I ' l l  go too .  
Nws majmam t u a j  ze mentsis .  He gradua l ly  came c l o s e r .  

1. mam 
majmam ( c f .  'maj ' above) .  

2 .  mam P a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  l apse  of t ime ,  something t o  t ake  
p lace  f i r s t .  "and then" 

Cia nws xub t u a j  kuv mam mus. Let  him come f i r s t  and 
then I '  11 go. 

Ob peb hnub mam mus. (We w i l l )  go i n  two o r  t h r e e  days. 



3. mam 
( a )  mam auv ( l u b )  (T) The pumelo. 
( b )  t x i v  mam auv. The pumelo. 

mas P a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t i n g  a  s l i g h t  pause i n  speech s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  Engl i sh  comma. Often used a s  an i n i t i a l  
p a r t i c l e  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of a  s e n t e n c e  t o  
c a r r y  forward t h e  a c t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  "And.. ." 
o r  "Well ..." ( c f .  I c e s ' ) .  

Mas ob peb hnub nws yuav t u a j .  And i n  a  few days  he  
w i l l  come. 

Hais  li c a s  mas kuv xav t i a s  kuv t s i s  yuav. No m a t t e r  
what you s a y ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t  want it. 

mai j  C l f .  f o r  b o l t s  of c l o t h  ( T ) .  

1. maim To f l i n c h ,  draw back from danger  o r  t o  avo id  b e i n g  
s t r u c k .  

maim phom To f l i n c h  when f i r i n g  a  gun. 

2 .  maim 
p h i v  kauv maim (T) ( c f .  ' p h i v '  ) . 

maiv A g i r l ' s  name. 

maub To grope ,  t o  f e e l  o n e ' s  way i n  t h e  d a r k .  
maub mus To go a l o n g  by f e e l i n g  o n e ' s  way. 

1. maum The female  of an imals  ( c f .  ' t x i v ' )  ( c o n t r .  ' p o j  I ) .  

( n o t  of humans o r  of  b i r d s ) .  
t u s  maum npua The sow. 

2 .  maum 
t x i v  maum kuab ( l u b )  Papaya ( a l s o  ' t x i v  t a u b  n t o o ' ) .  

3. maum 
t a u b  maum ( l u b )  Pear-shaped,  f i s t - s i z e d  v e g e t a b l e  

growing on a  v i n e  above ground. I t  i s  green  
w i t h  a  somewhat rough e x t e r i o r  and a  w h i t e  
marrow-like c e n t e r .  

4 .  maum A term sometimes used t o  c a l l  young female  c h i l d r e n  
i n s t e a d  of  u s i n g  t h e  g i v e n  name. 

5. maum 
maum kawv ( t u s )  The g i a n t  s q u i r r e l .  

1. me L i t t l e ,  d i m i n u t i v e ,  s m a l l ,  s m a l l  amount ( s i z e  o r  
q u a n t i t y )  . 

Pub me me r a u  kuv. Give me a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
m e n t s i s  A l i t t l e  b i t .  
Pub ments i s  r a u  kuv. Give me a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
mentxhais ( t u s )  A g i r l  c h i l d .  
metub ( t u s )  A boy c h i l d .  

( a )  i b  ments i s  A ve ry  s h o r t  t i m e  
( b )  i b  n t s i s  A very s h o r t  t ime .  
( c )  i b  mechim A ve ry  s h o r t  t ime.  
( d )  i b  chim A ve ry  s h o r t  t ime .  
me yaus  T h i s  humble pe rson  ( A  p o l i t e  term sometimes 

used i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  o n e s e l f . )  

2 .  me 
menyuam ( t u s )  C h i l d ,  c h i l d r e n  ( c f .  'me' D e f i n i t i o n  

No. 1 ) .  
menyuad A l t e r n a t e  s p e l l i n g  of  'menyuam' i n  c e r t a i n  

c o n t e x t s .  ( c f .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  p .  x x i i - x x i i i )  . 
menyuam n t x a i b  Twins. 
xeeb menyuam To be p r e g n a n t ,  have a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  womb. 
l u b  t s h o  menyuam The a f t e r b i r t h ,  p l a c e n t a .  
nchuav menyuam To a b o r t ,  m i s c a r r i a g e .  
menyuam n t s u a g  An orphan ,  an adopted c h i l d .  
menyuam t s a u b  An i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d .  
qhuab menyuam To d i s c i p l i n e  a  c h i l d .  
khoob menyuam To c a l l  c h i l d r e n  t o  come. 

1. mej 
t u s  mej koob The middleman i n  wedding arrangements .  

( c f .  ' t s h o o b ' )  ( a l s o  'mej z e e g ' ) .  

2 .  mej 
mejrum ( l u b )  A low, round,  p l a i t e d  bamboo o r  r a t t a n  

t a b l e  made by t r i b e s  i n  Laos and sometimes 
used by t.he Hmong. 

1. rnem Ink ( C )  . 
kua rnem Liqu id  i n k .  
cwjmem ( t u s )  A pen. 
cwjmem n t o o  A p e n c i l  ( t u s ) .  

2 .  rnem 
c i a b  rnem ( c f .  'kua c i a b ' )  Wax, a  s t i c k y  wax used by 

t h e  Meo a s  an adhes ive  ( c f .  ' c i a b  ' ) . 
3 .  rnem 

rnem t e s  The p u l s e  (sometimes s a i d  'meem t e s ' ) .  
mern t e s  n t o j  The p u l s e  p u l s a t e s .  
s e e v  rnem t e s  To f e e l  t h e  p u l s e  ( c f .  ' t s h u a j  ' ) . 
rnem t e s  nkaum lawm C a n ' t  f e e l  t h e  p u l s e .  
( a )  rnem t e s  t s i s  d h i a  No p u l s e ,  no p u l s a t i o n s .  
( b )  rnem t e s  t s i s  n t o j  No p u l s e ,  no p u l s a t i o n s .  

4 .  rnem 
rnem t o j  A c r a c k  o r  v e i n  i n  t h e  rock of  a  h i l l s i d e .  

5. rnem To g u e s s ,  t o  t h i n k  o u t .  
( a )  Mem t s i s  t a u .  C o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  of  it. ( c f .  ' x a v , '  

' n y a j ' ) .  
( b )  Mem t s i s  tshwm. c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  i t .  ( c f .  ' x a v , '  

' n y a j  ' ) . 
Mem t a u .  Guessed it. Thought o f  it. 



6 .  mem 
us rem muj qus Knocked o u t ,  no t  c l e a r l y  conscious.  

7 .  mem 
nees n taus  ntxwm mem The horse  r e a r s  and k i cks  with 

both hind l egs .  

1. mes A small  spec i e s  of bee which makes honey ( c f .  'muv,' 
' n t a b ' ) .  

2 .  mes 
mes e s  The sound of b l e a t i n s  a o a t s  o r  sheep. Used by 

ch i l d r en  as  a  name t o  Gefer t o  sheep b r  goa ts .  
- 

(This i s  perhaps more commonly s a i d  'mias i a s ' ) .  

meeg 
tabmeeg In  f r o n t  o f ,  f a ce  t o  f a c e ,  openly ( C )  . 
tabmeeg h a i s  l u s  To speak f ace  t o  f a c e ,  speak 

openly. 

1. meej Clear  (of i d e a s ,  speech,  s i g h t ,  e t c . )  ( C ) .  
pom t s i s  meej Can ' t  s e e  c l e a r l y .  
feeb  ts is  meej C a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y .  
h a i s  meej meej To speak c l e a r l y .  

2 .  meej 
meejpem To understand,  be c l e a r l y  conscious ( C )  . 

3. meej 
t x h i a j  meej The s p i r i t  a r t i c l e s  above t h e  door ( C )  

( c f  . ' txhawb txhee j  ' ) . 
4 .  meej Name ( C )  . 

( a )  koob meej ( l ub )  Good name, r epu t a t i on  ( C )  . 
( b )  meej thawb ( l u b )  Good name, r epu t a t i on  ( C )  . 
sau  meej hwm To t ake  a  census ( C )  ( I n  Laos t h i s  i s  

pronounced ' sau  me j  hwm' ) . 
5. meej 

Cawv meej lawm. The whiskey i s  used up. ( p o l i t e  
language used a t  a  f e a s t )  . 

6 .  meej S o f t ,  e a s i l y  forme'd o r  bendable ( con t r .  ' n k i g ' ) .  

1. meem A l a y e r ,  c l f .  f o r  l a y e r s  of c l o t h .  
meem hauv Lining,  i nne r  l a y e r  of c l o t h .  
meem saum Outside l a y e r  of c l o t h .  

2 .  meem To pave, t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  low p laces  and b r i n g  
a l l  t o  one l e v e l .  

3. meem Dazed, n o t  f u l l y  conscious.  
meem lawm Dazed, h a l f  conscious.  

4 .  meem Ten thousand (T) ( c f .  ' vam' ) .  
i b  meem Ten thousand. 

5. meem 
meem txom Provoking, i r r i t a t i n g ,  provoked i n  h e a r t .  

6 .  meem 
xwbfab puajmeem ( C )  Every d i r e c t i o n ,  t o  t h e  fou r  winds 

( c f .  ' p laub  ceg n t u j  ' ) . 
7 .  meem 

t x h i a j  t e eb  meem To speak i n  r i d d l e s ,  a  r i d d l e .  

8 .  meem 
yejmeem ( c f .  ' y e j  I ) .  

9 .  meem 
meem t e s  ( c f .  'mem t e s  ' ) . 

1. m i m  A woman's name. 

2 .  m i m  
t x h i  j  t x i v  m i m  The P l e i ades .  

rnis The female b r e a s t  ( l u b ) .  
ob lub rnis The two b r e a s t s .  
kua rnis Milk, s e c r e t i o n  of t h e  b r e a s t .  
nyuj rnis Cow's milk. 
lub t x i v  rnis The n ipp l e .  

miv Cat ,  t he  domestic c a t  ( t u s )  . 
miaj 

miaj 100s ( l u b )  ( c f .  l l ~ ~ ~ t ) .  

mias ( c f .  'mes e s ' )  The sound of t h e  g o a t ' s  cry and there-  
f o r e  used by ch i l d r en  a s  a  name f o r  goa t  o r  
sheep. ( c f .  ' t s h i s ' ) .  

1. mob Pa in ,  s ickness  ( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  a  case  of i l l n e s s ,  
type  of s i cknes s )  ( c l f .  'phaum' f o r  epidemics; 
c l f .  ' l u b '  f o r  a  tumor) .  

mob t eb  hlob Epidemic, p e s t i l e n c e .  
mob k i s  An i n f e c t i o u s  d i s ea se .  
k i s  mob To spread  d i s e a s e .  
mob npaws Malar ia ,  c h i l l s  and f eve r .  
ua mob t e b  B i r t h  pangs, t r a v a i l  i n  b i r t h .  
mob aws A common i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  i n  chickens.  
mob f a j  Carbuncle ( a l s o  'mob npuag f a j ' ) .  
mob rwj A b o i l .  
mob npuag Blood poisoning,  i n f e c t i o n .  
mob txeeb  z i g  Bladder s t ones ,  hard t o  u r i n a t e .  
mob s i s  t e eb  Small pimples s e c r e t i n g  water .  
mob fab  A f i t  o r  coma a f t e r  e a t i n g  something which 

d o e s n ' t  agree.  



mob yuas Coma coming on a s  an i l l n e s s  becomes severe .  
mob kab yaim A s k i n  d i s e a s e  of dogs and c a t s .  
mob t u a j  l e e g  Of a  s k i n  i n f e c t i o n  spreading.  
mob huam l e e j  huam ceem A sudden s i cknes s .  
mob tsam chim Of exhaus t ion  and pa in  a s  a f t e r  hard 

e x e r c i s e .  
mob muas f a j  A s ickness  wi th  pa in  a l l  over ,  no 

f eve r .  
kem cev S y p h i l i s ,  venerea l  d i s ea se .  
( a )  mob yeeg A kind of  venerea l  d i s e a s e  wi th  pussy 

d ischarge .  
( b )  mob ca s  A kind of venerea l  d i s e a s e  wi th  pussy 

d ischarge .  

mob To be "hu r t "  i n  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s .  
mob s i a b  Hurt i n  h e a r t  ( l i t e r a l l y  i n  t h e  l i v e r ) ,  

g r i eved ,  s o r r y ,  d i s t r e s s e d .  
Mob kuv s i a b  heev. I t  r e a l l y  h u r t  me. 
s i a b  mob i b  zag One time of sorrow o r  g r i e f .  
mob s i a b  ua To do e a r n e s t l y .  

('mob s i a b '  can be used f o r  express ing  ea rnes t -  
ness  i n  almost any a c t i o n .  c f .  ' s i a b ' ) .  

h a i s  l u s  rho plaub mob nqaig To speak words t h a t  
h u r t  people l i k e  p u l l i n g  h a i r  o r  c u t t i n g  f l e s h .  

mog Wheat. 

'"09 
p lab  mog The lower abdominal reg ion  ( con t r .  ' p l a b  

l aug '  ) . 
mog A completive p a r t i c l e  used f o r  g e n t l e  commands o r  

admonitions and emphasis. 
Nyob twjyws mog. P lease  be s t i l l .  
Mus ob peb hnub t u a j  mog. Do come back soon. 

mo9 
taum mog Pea,  peas ( l ub )  . 

rnoj F i n a l  p a r t i c l e  i n  exclamations and ques t i ons .  
Leej twg yuav pab moj? Who w i l l  h e lp?  

mo j  
ua rnoj hum To do coarse  o r  heavy work ( con t r .  

'xim hum') .  

mo j  
plhom rnoj To f o o l  around, t o  speak o r  do r a sh ly .  

( c f .  'plhom' ) . 
mo j  

n t x i a s  moj tuam To b r a i d  b r a i d s .  

6 .  moj 
r o o j  moj sab A wilderness ,  a  wi ld  a r e a  of mountains 

and t r e e s .  

1. mom Of water  r i s i n g  and f i l l i n g  t he  s t ream bed. 
Mom k i ag  sab saum. The water  i s  coming over  t h e  t op .  

2 .  mom 
mom kaum The ends of a  roof .  

3. mom 
kausmom ( lub )  Hat,  cap. 

4 .  mom 
h a i s  l u s  tuam mom Threatening,  a r rogan t  language. 

1. mas F ine ,  smal l  (of  w r i t i n g ,  embroidery, e t c . )  ( c o n t r .  
' n t xh ib  ' ) . 

2 .  mos Young and t ende r .  
( a )  menyuam mos mos A young c h i l d .  
(b )  menyuam mos l i a b  A young c h i l d .  
mos mos ntsuab ntsuab Of young green vege ta t ion .  

3 .  mos To squash o r  squeeze i n t o  a  pulp a s  i n  prepar ing  
c e r t a i n  vege tab les .  

4 .  mos To massage. 
mos p l ab  To massage t h e  abdomen. 

5 .  mos 
mos n p l e j  To rub r i c e  o f f  t h e  s t a l k  wi th  hands o r  

f e e t .  

6 .  mos 
mos qhovmuag To rub t he  eyes .  

7 .  mos 
yoov mos dab ( t u s )  The horse  f l y .  

8 .  mos Of s o f t  p o l i t e  speech. 
lus  mos S o f t  p o l i t e  speech ( con t r .  ' l u s  tshawv' ) . 

1. rnov Cooked o r  steamed r i c e ,  r i c e  ready f o r  e a t i n g .  
noj  mov To e a t ,  t o  e a t  r i c e .  
cub rnov To steam r i c e .  
txhws rnov To spread  ou t  t h e  cooked r i c e .  

2 .  rnov 
rnov kuam Steamed corn meal cooked corn meal. 

3 .  rnov 
t x i v  mov poj  ( l u b )  The coconut (T) . 

mo j  
cua moj lwg x ib  kaw A g r e a t  wind ( c f .  ' c u a ' ) .  



moo Mews, r e p o r t ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e p u t a t i o n .  
n t o  moo To r e c e i v e  news, g e t  a  r e p o r t .  
hnov moo t u a j  To h e a r  news. 
Kuv nug k o j  moo. I asked news of  you. 
xyav moo To s p r e a d  a  r e p o r t .  
t s o  moo To t e l l  news, g i v e  a  r e p o r t .  
txwv kav t s o  moo To t e l l  it t o  everyone,  s p r e a d  

abroad.  
npe n t o  moo Name s p r e a d  abroad ,  of  g r e a t  r e p u t a t i o n .  
moo cua  ( l u b )  A r a d i o .  
moo zoo Good news, good r e p u t a t i o n .  
t u  moo To make an end of it, c e a s e  r e p o r t s  of it 

t o  do once f o r  a l l .  

1. mooj C h i l d l e s s ,  b a r r e n .  

2 .  mooj To d e c e i v e ,  t o  keep from unders tand ing .  
Dab mooj lawv l u b  s i a b .  The s p i r i t s  dece ived  them. 
mooj lawv lawm Deceived them, b l i n d e d  t h e i r  minds. 

moos The p l a i n ,  t h e  a r e a  down o f f  t h e  mountains ( l u b ) .  
Sometimes a l s o  used i n  t h e  s e n s e  of  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
c i t y  o r  market on t h e  p l a i n .  (TI .  

Kuv rnus nram moos. I am go ing  t o  t h e  p l a i n .  ( o r )  
I am going t o  t h e  market i n  t h e  town. 

l u b  moos The c i t y ,  t h e  market ,  t h e  p l a i n .  

moov To chew w i t h  t h e  gums, t o  e a t  w i t h o u t  t e e t h .  

mub F l e a s  ( c o n t r .  ' t u v ' ) .  
dev mub ( t u s )  The f l e a .  

1. muj 
xeeb mujmum Grea t  g r a n d c h i l d  ( t u s )  . 

2 .  muj 
h l a i s  muj khem To c u t  no tches  i n  wood i n  c e r t a i n  

p a t t e r n s  a s  a  l i m i t e d  means of  communication. 

3. muj 
mujvam l u s  Old fash ioned  l anguage ,  obscure  language.  

4 .  muj 
ua mem rnuj qus  Not c l e a r l y  c o n s c i o u s ,  knocked o u t .  

5 .  muj 
xov muj t i m  To p r e p a r e  a  l a r g e  t r a p  f o r  game. An 

a r e a  i s  fenced o f f  and a  t r a p  s e t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  
A s t r o n g  young t r e e  i s  c u t  and s e t  t o  s p r i n g  o r  
f a l l  on t h e  v i c t i m .  

1. mum To push something a long  by one end ( c f .  ' t s i j ' ) .  

2 .  mum 
mujmum ( c f .  ' m u j t ) .  

rnus To go,  t o  d e p a r t .  
( a )  rnus lawm Gone, h a s  gone. 
( b )  lawm l o  j Gone, has  gone. 
(c)  rnus lawm l o j  Gone, h a s  gone. 
( a )  Mus qhov twg lawm? Where has  h e  gone? 
( b )  Dua twg lawm? Where has  h e  gone? 
rnus q u j  qees  To go s lowly  and d e l i b e r a t e l y .  
nyimno rnus lawm Is go ing  now. 
rnus n ra im To go s t r a i g h t ,  t o  fo l low s t r a i g h t .  

muv Bee, honey bee  ( t u s ) .  
z i b  muv Honey. 
muv doom Large e d i b l e  s p e c i e s  of honey bee  ( t u s ) .  

L i s t e d  below a r e  t h e  o t h e r  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of b e e s  and 
wasps. ( a l s o  c f .  each i n d i v i d u a l  l i s t i n g ) .  

n t s e e b  A ve ry  s m a l l  s p e c i e s  o f  wasp. 
nkawj Wasp, s m a l l  wasp. 
mes A s m a l l  honey bee .  
n t a b  Another s p e c i e s  of honey bee .  
d a i v  Large s p e c i e s  o f  bumble bee.  

1. muab To t a k e  i n  t h e  hand, t a k e  ho ld  o f ,  t o  g i v e  w i t h  
t h e  hand, t o  g i v e ,  t o  hand o v e r .  

Muab r a u  kuv. Give it t o  me. 
E4uab ob t u g  nees  k h i .  T i e  t h e  two h o r s e s .  (lit. 

Take t h e  h o r s e s  and t i e  them.) 
Muab t s i s  cuag. Beyond r e a c h ,  canno t  g r a s p  it. 

2 .  muab To h a r v e s t .  
muab n p l e  j To h a r v e s t  r i c e .  

3. muab To a r r e s t ,  t o  c a t c h  o r  t a k e  someone. 
Lawv muab t u s  t u b s a b  10s t s i s  t a u ?  Have t h e y  t a k e n  

t h e  t h i e f ?  

muad ( c f .  'muam,' s e e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 
1. muag Face ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  f a c e .  

n t s e j  muag ( l u b )  The f a c e .  
qhov muag ( l u b )  The e y e ,  eyes  ( c f .  D e f i n i t i o n  No. 2 ) .  
t x a j  muag To be  ashamed. 
ceb muag D i r t y  f a c e .  
t x i a v  muag To have n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h ,  t o  r e f u s e  t o  

look a t  a n o t h e r  because of h a t r e d ,  e t c .  
n t x e e v  muag A f o r c e f u l  e x p r e s s i o n  used t o  d e s c r i b e ,  

one who h a s  comple te ly  t u r n e d  a s i d e  from o r  
a g a i n s t  even h i s  own k i n s f o l k .  

ua neeb muag dawb A form of  s p i r i t  worship  c a l l i n g  on 
a  g r e a t e r  s p i r i t  t o  chase  o u t  a  l e s s e r .  



( a )  pom n t s e j  pom muag To see the face .  
(b) pom n t s e j  muag To see the face .  
dub muag tx ig  mus To go s t r a i g h t  on oblivious of 

o the r s .  
nkauj muag pag ( t u s )  A p r o s t i t u t e  (lit. Flowery 

faced woman) . 
2 .  muag Pertaining t o  the  eyes (using 'muag' a s  a shortened 

form of 'qhov muag, ' c f .  de f in i t ion  No. 1) . 
qe muag To shut the  eyes. 
rua muag To open the  eyes wide. 
plaub muag Eyelashes, eyebrows. 
qheb muag Open eyes. 
i b  n t s a i s  muag One twitching of the eyelid,  b l ink .  
n t s i ab  muag ( lub)  The pupil  of the eye. 
daim t a w  muag Eyelid. 
kua muag Tears. 
quav muag Excretion which f i l l s  the  corners of the 

eyes. 
nraug zeeg muag Dizzy. 
qhov muag ntseg ntsos Eyes i n  vacant fixed s t a r e .  
p l o j  muag n t a i s  Disappeared from s i g h t .  
qhov muag t a w  tawv Heavy eyed, sleepy eyed. 
i b  lub twrn qhov muag One eyed, one eye mlssing. 
npog muag To cover the eyes.  
qhov muag t x a i j  Cannot see c l e a r l y .  

3 .  muag To s e l l  (contr .  'muas' ) . 
Muab muag rau l a w .  Take it and s e l l  it t o  them. 
muag l a m  Sold. 

4 .  muag Soft ,  p l i ab le ,  weak ( c f .  'phom' ) . 
( a )  lub cev muag zog Body has  no strength,  weak i n  

body. 
(b)  lub cev ntshaus zog Body has no strength,  weak 

i n  body. 
neeg yeem muag One who responds t o  pa t i en t  teaching.  

( con t r .  ' t a w '  ) . 
s iab  muag muag Teachable, humble. 

muaj To have, t o  possess. 
Kuv t s i s  muaj. I  have none. I d o n ' t  have. 
nws muaj nws Idiom meaning 'he has h i s  own' or 

' t he re  a re  some such. '  
Tibneeg zoo nws muaj nws, tibneeg t s i s  zoo nws muaj 

nws th iab  There a re  some good people and there  
are  some bad people, too .  

Nws muaj hlob.  He has a proud h e a r t .  

1. muas To buy (contr  . 'muag' ) . 
Koj muas qhov twg los?  Where did you buy i t ?  
muas 10s To buy, t o  buy i n .  

2 .  muas 
muaslwj ( t u s )  The Sambar deer.  

3 .  muas 
muastxwv ( lub)  A b u l l e t ,  ca r t r idge .  

4 .  muas 
mob muas f a j  ( c f .  'mob'). 

5 .  muas 
(a)  pob av l u a j  Anthi l l  ( lub)  . 
(b) pob av muas y i s  t i b  Anthi l l  ( lub)  . 

6 .  muas 
cuam muas Doesn't meet together properly, e . g .  one 

s ide  s lanted and the  other s t r a i g h t .  

The consonant c l u s t e r  spel led  ' m l '  i n  the orthography used 
by the Roman Catholics among the Hrnong in Laos i s  spelled 
' n l '  he re in .  ( c f .  ' n l '  for  l i s t i n g s ) .  

muam S i s t e r  ( a s  ca l led  by her b ro the r s )  ( con t r .  'v ivncaws ' ) .  
muam npaws The name used by a man t o  r e f e r  t o  h i s  

female cousins of a d i f f e r e n t  surname, i . e .  
female children of h i s  mother's brothers  and 
s i s t e r s  and of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r s .  ( c f .  
kinship char t  Appendix p .  495) .  



1. na F i n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e .  
Nej puas paub na? Don' t  you know? 

2. na 
n a l i k a  ( l u b )  Watch, wr i s twa tch  (T)  . 

1. nab Snake, worm, snake  l i k e .  
nab ( t u s )  Snake. 
cua nab ( t u s )  Earthworm. 
nab muaj t a u g  Poisonous snake (any s p e c i e s ) .  
n t s e s  nab ( t u s )  t h e  e e l ,  an e e l .  
nab hab s e j  ( t u s )  The python.  

2 .  nab 
nab q a  ( t u s )  A l i z a r d .  
nab q a  nqhuab Dry l a n d  l i z a r d ,  iguana .  
nab q a  dev Type of  l a r g e  l i z a r d .  
( b )  nab q a  t u a j  txoob A t y p e  of s m a l l  l i z a r d .  
( c )  nab q a  t s i a v  A t y p e  of  s m a l l  l i z a r d .  

1. nag Rain ( c l f .  'kob '  f o r  showers ,  ' phau '  f o r  a  p e r i o d  
o f  r a i n ) .  

( a )  10s nag To r a i n .  
( b )  n t u j  10s nag To r a i n .  
n tub  n t u b  nag To b e  wet w i t h  r a i n .  
nag t s h a u v  D r i z z l i n g  r a i n .  
10s nag h l o b  h l o b  Downpour, heavy r a i n .  
nag xob nag cua Storm, t empes t ,  r a i n  wind and 

l i g h t n i n g .  
10s nag tuam tuam Heavy r a i n .  
nag t s h i a  Rain blows i n .  
10s nag x u j  xuav A l i g h t  r a i n .  
( a )  nag t s h a u v  zawg z i a g  D r i z z l i n g .  
( b )  nag t s h a u v  n t s u a g  n t s e b  D r i z z l i n g  r a i n .  

2 .  nag Yesterday.  
nag hmo L a s t  even ing .  

3 .  nag 
n a g k i s  ( o r  sometimes ' n a s k i s ' )  The day a f t e r  tomorrow. 

1. n a j  Exclamatory p a r t i c l e .  
Tom cov nyuag t e b  n a j !  Over t h e  f i e l d s !  

2 .  n a j  A s t i c k  w i t h  gummy s a p  p u t  on it t o  s n a r e  b i r d s .  

1. nam To s t a l k ,  t o  walk o r  s t e a l  a l o n g  f u r t i v e l y  and 
s t e a l t h i l y .  

nam mus To go a long  s t e a l t h i l y .  

2 .  nam To encroach upon. 
nam t e b  To encroach on someone e l s e ' s  f i e l d s .  

nas  Rodent, r a t  ( t u s )  . 
nas  t s u a g  ( t u s )  Mouse, house r a t .  
nas  ncuav ( t u s )  A t y p e  of  s q u i r r e l .  
nas  c i a v  ( t u s )  The zebra  s q u i r r e l .  
( a )  n a s  ncuav t x a i j  ( t u s )  Chipmunk. 
( b )  n a s  ncuav c i a v  ( t u s )  Chipmunk. 
nas  ntxhw ( t u s )  The l a r g e  gu inea  p i g .  
nas  hoo,, t w m  ( t u s )  The r e d - b e l l i e d  s q u i r r e l .  

u' 

nav The r u n t ,  t h e  l a s t  born  of  a  l i t t e r ,  s m a l l e s t  of a  
l i t t e r .  

t u s  thawj t h i a b  t u s  nav. The f i r s t  and t h e  l a s t .  

nau Term used f o r  a  f o o l i s h  pe rson  i n  s c o l d i n g .  
dab n t a u s  nau May t h e  s p i r i t s  b e a t  him. 

nawj Completive p a r t i c l e  of  emphasis.  
Nej tsis txhob muab l u b  cev  pub r a u  dab nawj! Don ' t  

g i v e  your  body t o  t h e  s p i r i t s !  

ne F i n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  and exclamatory p a r t i c l e .  
Koj t s is  paub ne? Don ' t  you know? 
Kuv twb h a i s  r a u  n e j  no ne! I d i d  t e l l  you! 

Note: Th i s  p a r t i c l e  i s  sometimes s a i d  ' n e j '  o r  ' n e v . '  
( c f .  ' n e j '  ' n e v ' )  

1. neb Second person  d u a l  pronoun ("you two p e r s o n s " )  ( c f .  
' n e j ' )  

Neb mus qhov twg? Where a r e  you (two p e r s o n s )  going? 

2 .  neb P . v . i n t .  ( c f .  ' n u j ' ) .  

1. n e j  Second person  p l u r a l  pronoun ( f o r  t h r e e  o r  more 
p e r s o n s )  . 

Nej mus qhov twg? Where a r e  you ( t h r e e  o r  more) 
going? ( c f .  ' n e b ' ) .  

2 .  n e j  F i n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  and exclamatory p a r t i c l e  
( c f .  ' n e ' ) .  

The t o n e  on t h i s  p a r t i c l e  may vary  w i t h  t h e  emphasis.  
The word i s  u s u a l l y  ' n e t  b u t  may become ' n e j '  
i f  emphasized. 

Koj t s i s  paub n e j ?  Real ly!  Don' t  you know? You 
mean you d o n ' t  know? 

nem 
ua nern nuv quv Descr ib ing  a  pe rson  who i s  s i l e n t  

a f t e r  a  s c o l d i n g  because he d o e s n ' t  know what 
t o  s a y .  

nev F i n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e .  ( c f .  ' n e ' )  
Zab yog t u s  twg nev? Who i s  Zab? 

nee Tone change from ' n e e v , '  ( c f .  ' n e e v ' ) .  



1. neeb Fr iendly  o r  f ami l i a r  s p i r i t s  (c f  . ' d ab '  ) . 
The shaman seeks t h e  a i d  of t h e  'neeb '  and i s  possessed 

by them i n  h i s  s o r t i e s  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  world t o  
seek out  and do b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  ' dab '  who may 
have caused s ickness ,  e t c .  

( a )  t u s  neeb The shaman. 
(b )  t u s  t x i v  neeb The shaman. 
ua neeb To do s p i r i t  worship, do s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
ua i b  t h a j  neeb To do one sess ion  of  s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
ua neeb ua ya ig  F u l l e r  term f o r  s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
txoov neeb The g r e a t e s t  of t he  ' neeb . '  
S iv  Y i s  The head o r  l eade r  of t h e  ' neeb . '  
n ruas  neeb The s p i r i t  gong ( lub )  . 
t x i a b  neeb The metal  r i n g  wi th  metal  p i eces  which 

i s  j i ng l ed  by t h e  shaman i n  c a l l i n g  t h e  s p i r i t s .  
kuam neeb ( c f .  'kuam' Def in i t i on  No. 5 ) .  
t h a j  neeb The s p i r i t  s h e l f ,  s h e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a r  

wa l l  of a  Hmong home where a r t i c l e s  of s p i r i t  
worship a r e  k e p t .  

rub  sab  neeb The s p i r i t  a r t i c l e s  a t tached  t o  t h e  
under s i d e  of  t h e  r o o f .  

ua neeb muag dawb A form of  s p i r i t  worship c a l l i n g  
on a  g r e a t e r  s p i r i t  t o  chase ou t  a  l e s s e r .  

neeb koos p l i g  ( c f .  ' koos '  De f in i t i on  No. 1) . 
2 .  neeb A spec i e s  of  l a rge  t r e e  used t o  make boards f o r  

t h e  s p i r i t  s h e l f  ( t u s )  . 
3 .  neeb To h u r t  s l i g h t l y .  

pheej  neeb neeb Keeps on h u r t i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  

neeg Person ( t u s )  ( c f .  ' n e e j ' ) .  
neeg zoo A good person .  
t ibneeg  ( t u s )  Person. 
h a i v  neeg People of another  surname, o u t s i d e r s .  
i b  zee j  tsoom neeg A l l  persons, a l l  people.  
neeg xam txeem A person who does a  b i t  of work and 

then pu t s  t h e  r e s t  o f f  on to  o t h e r s .  
neeg keev xeeb Pigheaded, one wi th  a  mind closed t o  

a l l  bu t  h i s  own i d e a s .  
dab neeg Folklore,  t r a d i t i o n ,  s t o r y ,  legend.  
menyuam neeg n t i a j t e b  no The ch i ld ren  of men, t h e  

people of e a r t h .  
neeg khoob xeeb ( C )  Teachable, ready t o  l i s t e n  t o  

o t h e r s  . 
neeg txog l i g  One who r e g r e t s  t o o  l a t e .  

1. nee j  Fortune, e s t a t e ,  a  person and a l l  he possesses  ( l u b ) .  
ua zoo nee j  In  good for tune ,  we l l  o f f ,  ha s  enough 

food money and animals, e t c .  
ua nee j  To prosper ,  be w e l l .  
t s i s  zoo nee j  Not we l l  o f f ,  poorly,  unfor tuna te .  
t s a  k o j  ua nee j  To s e t  you up i n  house and goods, e t c .  
t s a w  nee j  To t e l l  t h e  for tune  ( e . g .  by t r y i n g  t o  

s tand  a  co in  on an egg, e t c . )  

( a )  i b  s i m  nee j  A l i f e t i m e ,  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e .  
(b )  i b  s i m  li A l i f e t i m e ,  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e .  
r o o j  nee j  ( l ub )  The s i d e  door of a  house ( c f .  ' r o o j ' ) .  

2 .  nee j  
n e e j t s a  A man's r e l a t i v e s  by marriage o r  a  woman's 

blood r e l a t i v e s  a f t e r  she becomes married. 
kwvt i j  n e e j t s a  A l l  r e l a t i v e s ,  blood r e l a t i v e s  and 

r e l a t i v e s  by marriage. 

3. nee j  
t x ivnee j  ( t u s )  A man, a  male ind iv idua l .  

neem The s p i r i t s  of t h e  woods o r  t he  s p i r i t s  of hunting 
which some se rve  i n  order  t o  ga in  s k i l l  and 
success i n  hunting.  

( a )  co j  neem To se rve  o r  worship t h e  hunting s p i r i t s .  
(b)  co j  dab neem To se rve  o r  worship t h e  hunting 

s p i r i t s .  
neem ntxhib  (and) neem mos Two d i f f e r e n t  kinds of 

hunting s p i r i t s  each wi th  i t s  observances. 
Note: Those who worship o r  s e rve  these  s p i r i t s  ( c o j  

dab neem) use some s p e c i a l  evas ive  language t o  
deceive t h e  s p i r i t s  and avoid calamity o r  ill 
for tune .  For example: 

Evasive Term 
h l e  lawm l a u i  
t shav  n t u j  l a w m  
hov txuas 
nqia hnyuv 
hov t aus  
10s s o  
peb xuas kab 

p l a i n  Speech Meaning 
ua t a g  lawm l a u j  Flnlshed 
nquag lawm Recovered 
n o j  su  Eat lunch 
t s h a i b  p lab  Hungry 
ntov ntoo Down a  t r e e  
10s no j  mov Come and e a t  
peb mus t s e v  We go home. 

1. nees Horse ( t u s )  . 
nees nra  Horse pack sadd le  ( o r  ' n r a  n e e s ' )  
tawb nees ( l u b )  Horse pack baske ts .  
nees hee Horse whinnys, horse neighs. 
ncaim nees A young female horse having had no young. 
maum nees A mare t h a t  has had a  c o l t .  
Sam nees Cas t ra ted  horse ,  t o  c a s t r a t e  a  horse .  
rov nees Horse k icks  ou t  with both hind legs .  

Terms f o r  Hmong horse harness:  
cuam txwv nees The pack frame which f i t s  over  t he  

pack saddle  ( s ee  above) .  
xauv nees The b i t .  
phab xyoob Chest band ( ' t x e e s  nees '  is a rcha i c  term 

b u t  sometimes used ) .  
p h i j  chob The l e a t h e r  rope f o r  t y ing  baske ts  and 

loads .  
khiab t w  The t a i l  s t r a p .  



Types of  Horses:  
nees  t x o v  l awj  Brown h o r s e .  
nees  f a j  kav Yellow h o r s e .  
nees  huab Brown and w h i t e  h o r s e .  
nees  vwb Black h o r s e .  
nees  kub hnyiab Dark h o r s e ,  p a r t  b l a c k  and brown 
nees  txheeb A dapp led  h o r s e .  

2. n e e s  Used i n  combinat ion f o r  numbers 20 t o  29. 
nees  nkaum 20. 
nees  nkaum i b  21 ( e t c . )  

3. nees  A  s t r e t c h e r .  
ua n e e s  To make a  s t r e t c h e r  ( c a r r y  t h e  d e a d ) .  

4 .  nees  
d a i s  nees  ( c f  . ' d a i s  ' ) . 

5. nees  
dab t s h o s  hneev nees  ( c f .  ' t s h o '  ) . 

6 .  n e e s  
nees  d a j  dua ( t u s )  A kind  of  s m a l l  animal  w i t h  a  

ye l low back ,  something l i k e  a l a r g e  s q u i r r e l .  

neev F o o t p r i n t ,  h o o f p r i n t ,  pawpr in t .  
neev taw F o o t p r i n t  
i b  nee  taw One f o o t p r i n t  ( t . c . 1  
neev n e e s  Horse h o o f p r i n t .  
neev npua t e b  H o o f p r i n t s  of  t h e  w i l d  p i g .  

Note: T h i s  word i s  sometimes s a i d  'hneev '  

1. nim P a r t i c l e  used b e f o r e  t h e  v e r b  t o  i n d i c a t e  immediacy 
o f  a c t i o n .  " J u s t  t h e n ,  " "immediate ly ,  " " j u s t  a s "  

Nws nim 10s 10s kua muag. J u s t  then  he began t o  c r y .  

2. nim 
nimno Now. 
t a b  nimno mus From now on. 
Nimno kuv y  uav mus . Now I a m  going.  
Nimno k o j  nyob qhov twg? Where do you l i v e  now? 

Note: T h i s  word v a r i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s p e a k e r s  between 
'n imno, '  'nyiamno, '  'nyimno, '  and 'n iamno. '  

3 .  nim 
nimno i . . . ;  no i . . . ;  nimno uas ;  no uas  These e x p r e s s i o n s  

a r e  o f t e n  used t o  f i l l  i n  pauses  i n  runn ing  con- 
v e r s a t i o n  a s  " . . . e r . . . l l  i n  E n g l i s h .  

n i a b  
ua ntxhov quav n i a b  To r a i s e  tumul t ,  do v i o l e n c e .  

1. n i a g  Large ,  g r e a t ,  major.  
l u b  n i a g  nroog C a p i t a l  c i t y ,  major c i t y .  
t u s  n i a g  d e j  The l a r g e  r i v e r .  
l u b  n i a g  t s e v  The l a r g e  house,  p a l a c e ,  temple .  
ua n i a g  tuam t shawj  chim To be  g r e a t  enemies.  
i b  n i a g  daim One l a r g e  f l a t  s u r f a c e .  
( a )  n i a g  t s h a i s  About 9  t o  10 AM. 
( b )  t a v  n i a g  t s h a i s  About 9 t o  10 AM. 
( a )  n i a g  s u  Noon. 
( b )  t a v  s u  Noon. 
qhov n i a g  t o d  The b i g  p l a c e  yonder .  

2 .  n i a g  Used i n  terms of f a m i l i a r i t y .  
n i a g  yawg F a m i l i a r  t e rm of  a d d r e s s  f o r  males.  
Nyob zoo p a u j  n i a g  yawg? How a r e  you f r i e n d ?  
n i a g  pog F a m i l i a r  t e r m  of  a d d r e s s  f o r  females  

( f o r  o l d e r  women). 
n i a g  pog l a u s  F a m i l i a r  t e rm used by o l d e r  men f o r  

t h e i r  wives ,  "my o l d  woman." 

3. n i a g  
ua n i a g  l u s  h a i s  To speak f l a t t e r y ,  t o  f l a t t e r .  

4 .  n i a g  
t x h i a b  n i a g  t i m  puas xyoo (c f  . ' t x h i a b '  ) . 

n i a j  Each, every .  
Nia j  hnub n i a j  hnub t u a j  . (He) comes every  day. 
n i a j  hmo Each n i g h t ,  every  n i g h t .  
n i a j  zaus  Each t i m e ,  each occas ion .  

1. niam Mother ( t u s )  . 
Kuv t u s  niam. My mother .  
niam t x i v  P a r e n t s .  
po jniam Woman ( t u s )  , w i f e .  
Kuv t u s  pojniam My w i f e  (lit. "my woman"). 
niam t u b  t x i v  nyuag I d i o m a t i c  way of s a y i n g  " p a r e n t s  

and c h i l d r e n .  " 
niam £am txam ( c f .  ' t u a g ' ) .  
niam hauvpaus cos  ( c f .  ' t u a g '  ) . 

2 .  niam Used f o r  " t h e  w i f e  o f . . . "  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
niam t a i s  ( t u s )  Maternal  grandmother ( o r )  w i f e  o f  

mate rna l  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r s .  
niam t i j  Wife of an o l d e r  b r o t h e r .  
niam h l u a s  W i f e ' s  younger s i s t e r .  

Note:  There  a r e  many o t h e r  such k i n s h i p  t e r m s .  ( c f .  
Appendix p. 484and  C h a r t s  i n  Appendix pp. 493-497.) 

3. niam 
niam h l a u  A magnet. 

n i a d  ( c f .  ' n i a m , '  See I n t r o d u c t i o n  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 



1. n i a s  To p r e s s  down, t o  p r e s s  upon. 
n i a s  n t i a g  To p r e s s  down comple te ly .  
n i a s  nkaus To p r e s s ,  p r e s s  down. 

2 .  n i a s  
daim n i a s  menyuam A band of  c l o t h  t o  t i e  a  c h i l d  

f o r  c a r r y i n g  on, t h e  back (c f  . ' k h i a b '  ) . 
1. no A noun of  l o c a t i o n ;  T h i s  ( p l a c e ,  t i m e ,  p e r s o n ,  t h i n g )  

( c f .  'ntawm' ) 
hnub no This  day ,  today .  
qhov no T h i s  p l a c e ,  h e r e .  
l u b  t s e v  no T h i s  house.  
li no T h i s  way, l i k e  t h i s .  

2 .  no Cold (of  t h e  wea ther )  ( c f .  I t x i a s ' ) .  
no no li I t ' s  c o l d .  

3 .  no 
no i ( c f .  'nim' D e f i n i t i o n  No. 3 ) .  

1. nog To pack goods,  t i e  t h i n g s  up f o r  t r a n s p o r t .  
nog nees  n r a  To pack goods on a  pack s a d d l e .  

2 .  nog To f o r a g e ,  t o  g r a z e .  
nog zaub To g r a z e ,  f o r a g e ,  f e e d  i n  p a s t u r e .  

1. n o j  
n o j  mov To e a t  r i c e ,  t o  e a t .  
n o j  t s h a i s  To e a t  b r e a k f a s t .  
n o j  s u  To e a t  lunch.  
n o j  hmo To e a t  supper .  
( a )  n o j  peb caug To e a t  t h e  New Year f e a s t .  
( b )  n o j  t s i a b  To e a t  t h e  New Year f e a s t .  
n o j  n p l e j  t s h i a b  To e a t  a  meal i n  c e l e b r a t i o n  of  

t h e  f i r s t  new r i c e  o f  t h e  season .  
n o j  q e e s  Keeps on e a t i n g  s lowly .  
rawm n o j  I n  a  h u r r y  t o  e a t .  
n o j  t s u a g  t s u a g  E a t  q u i c k l y .  
n o j  qab nyob zoo Well o f f ,  p rosperous  and e a t i n g  

w e l l .  
n o j  t shoob To e a t  t h e  wedding f e a s t  ( c f .  ' t shoob '  ) . 
cov n o j  xwm Leaders ,  e l d e r s ,  wise  men ( C ) .  

2 .  n o j  To consume, t o  " e a t "  f i g u r a t i v e l y .  
n o j  t s h a j  thawj  To make p r o f i t .  
lawv n o j  ments i s  They t a k e  a  b i t  of  p r o f i t  o r  t a x .  
l u b  t shuab  n o j  r o j  The machine u s e s  o i l  o r  g a s o l i n e .  

nom O f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  ( t u s )  . 
cov nom tswv O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

nos 
n t s u a g  nos Orphaned and p e n n i l e s s .  

1. noo Damp o r  mois t  of  i t s e l f  ( a s  of  e a r t h ,  s u g a r ,  e t c . )  
( c f .  ' n t x o o j ' ) .  

av  no0 no0 Damp m o i s t  e a r t h .  

2 .  noo 
( a )  ua noo F e e l i n g  of  weakness of impending i l l n e s s .  
( b )  ua no0 n t x i a g  F e e l i n g  o f  weakness of  impending 

i l l n e s s .  

1. noob Seed ( l u b )  . 
t s e b  noob To s c a t t e r  s e e d  b r o a d c a s t .  
noob zaub Vegetable  s e e d s .  

2 .  noob 
noob q e s  ( l u b )  The t e s t i c l e s  ( c f .  ' qau '  ) . 
noob q e s  thoob t s h a j  I n g u i n a l  h e r n i a .  

noog B i r d  ( t u s )  . 
( a )  noog ncaws A s n a r e  f o r  b i r d s .  
( b )  h l u a  ncaws A s n a r e  f o r  b i r d s .  
noog w Q u a i l  ( t u s )  . 

nooj  A c u r s e  word, unsavory l anguage ;  t h e  Chinese  e q u i v a l e n t  
o f  t h e  Hmong ' p h e v . '  

noos Measure o f  wid th ;  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  end of 
t h e  thumb and t h e  end o f  t h e  extended f i r s t  
f i n g e r .  

noov Blue Hmong t e r m  f o r  t h e  p e n i s .  ( c f .  ' q a u ' )  Sometimes 
used a l s o  by t h e  White Hmong. 

nug To a s k ,  t o  q u e s t i o n .  
nug t i a s . . .  Asked s a y i n g  ... 
N w s  nug t i a s ,  "Koj puas mus t h i a b ? "  He asked ,  "Are 

you go ing  a l s o ? "  
( a )  nug k i a g  To ask  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y .  
( b )  nug z o j  t i a s  To ask  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y .  
ua nug r a u  nws To r e l y  on him ( c f .  'vamkhom'), i . e .  

t o  depend on one pe rson  t o  answer a l l  s o r t s  
o f  q u e s t i o n s .  

1. n u j  
np lua  n u j  ( t u s )  A r i c h  pe rson .  
ua np lua  n u j  To be  r i c h  o r  t o  become r i c h .  

2 .  n u j  
n u j  nqe A d e b t .  
kwv n u j  nqe Unwi l l ing  t o  repay  a  d e b t .  
l u a b  n u j  nqe To borrow on i n t e r e s t .  
ris n u j  nqe To ho ld  a  d e b t  f o r  a  long  t i m e ,  t o  

keep on r e f u s i n g  t o  pay a  d e b t .  

3 .  n u j  
hav zoov n u j  x i a b  Wild jung le .  



4. n u j  P . v . i n t .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
h a i s  n u j  neb To speak i n  a  whining v o i c e .  

num Work, l a b o r ,  chores  ( c f  . ' h a u j  l w m '  ) . 
ua num To do work o r  l a b o r .  
l a u j  nun mus To l a y  a s i d e  t h e  work and go. 

Note: Th i s  word i s  used more among t h e  Blue (Green) 
Hmong, t h e  more common White Hmong term i s  
'haujlwrn.' 

nus Bro ther  ( t u s )  ( a s  c a l l e d  by h i s  s i s t e r s ) .  
nus  kwv Younger b r o t h e r  ( a s  c a l l e d  by h i s  s i s t e r ) .  
nus t i j  Older  b r o t h e r  ( a s  c a l l e d  by h i s  s i s t e r ) .  

1. nuv A hook, c a t c h ;  t o  hook, t o  c a t c h  w i t h  a  hook. 
( c l f .  ' r a b '  f o r  a  l a r g e  hook h e l d  i n  t h e  hand) 
( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  a  s m a l l  f i s h  hook) .  

( a )  i b  t u g  nuv A s m a l l  hook. 
( b )  koob nuv A s m a l l  hook. 
nuv n t s e s  To c a t c h  f i s h  w i t h  a  hook. 

2 .  nuv 
ua nem nuv quv ( c f .  ' n e m ' ) .  

3 .  nuv 
hab nuv t s e g  ( c f .  'hab ' ) . 

nuam 
nuam y a j  To bend backward and l o o k ,  " s t r e t c h  t h e  

neck" and look around.  

1. nwj To k i s s ,  a  k i s s .  
Muab nws nwj k i a g  i b  zaug. Kissed him once.  

2 .  nwj A s l a v e .  
ua nwj ua qhev To be  s l a v e s ,  be  a  s l a v e  ( c f .  ' q h e v ' ) .  

nwm Tus nwm t s h i s  A young female  g o a t  w i t h o u t  young. 

nws T h i r d  pe rson  s i n g u l a r  pronoun. He, s h e ,  it. 
N w s  t s i s  mus. He, s h e  o r  i t  w o n ' t  go. 

ncab TO s t r a i g h t e n  ( c f .  ' y e b ' )  ( c f .  ' n c a j '  ) . 
ncab duav To s t r e t c h  o n e s e l f ,  s t r a i g h t e n  t h e  back. 
ncab dua n t s a g  O b s t i n a t e ,  unbending. 

ncag 
pos ncag A l i t t l e  t r e e  c u t  and used a t  New Year t ime 

i n  s p i r i t  ceremonies .  A l i v e  ch icken  i s  t i e d  
t o  it and t h e  fami ly  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  t r e e ,  t h e  
aim b e i n g  t o  keep them from m i s f o r t u n e  t h e  
coming y e a r .  

1. n c a j  S t r a i g h t .  
( a )  Ncaj qha mus. Go s t r a i g h t  on. 
( b )  Ncaj nraim mus. Go s t r a i g h t  on. 
n c a j  nra im,  n c a j  nrwb nraim,  n c a j  n c e e s ,  n c a j  qha A l l  

t h e s e  terms a r e  used f o r  " p e r f e c t l y  s t r a i g h t . "  

2 .  n c a j  Moral ly  h o n e s t  and u p r i g h t ,  mora l ly  " s t r a i g h t .  " 
( a )  s i a b  n c a j  Moral ly  h o n e s t  and u p r i g h t ,  r i g h t e o u s .  
( b )  s i a b  n c a j  ncees  Moral ly  h o n e s t  and u p r i g h t ,  r i g h t e o u s .  
( c )  s i a b  n c a j  s i a b  ncees  Morally h o n e s t  and u p r i g h t ,  

r i g h t e o u s .  
ua n c a j  ua  ncees  To b e  h o n e s t ,  be  r i g h t e o u s .  

1. ncas  A s m a l l  mus ica l  i n s t r u m e n t  which when p l a c e d  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  mouth g i v e s  t o n e s  from a  meta l  tongue 
s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  f i n g e r s ,  a  j ew ' s  h a r p  ( r a b ) .  

ncas  t o o j  Such an i n s t r u m e n t  of  b r a s s .  
t s h u a b  ncas  To p l a y  such an i n s t r u m e n t .  

Note: The ' n c a s '  i s  u s u a l l y  o n l y  used i n  c o u r t i n g .  

2. ncas  
ua r a j  ncas  ( c f .  ' pobkws ' ) .  

ncav To s t r e t c h  t h e  hand o r  s t a n d  on t i p t o e .  
ncav t e s  To s t r e t c h  o n e ' s  hand t o  g e t  something. 
ncav taw To s t a n d  on o n e ' s  t o e s .  
ncav t s i s  cuag C a n ' t  r each  even on t i p t o e .  

n c a i  
dab t s h o s  n c a i  ( c f .  ' t s h o ' )  . 

n c a i b  A s p e c i e s  of  t r e e  t h e  ba rk  of  which may be  used t o  
make a  p o t i o n  t o  po i son  f i s h .  ( t u s ) .  

n c a i g  Coa l s ,  embers.  
( a )  n c a i g  Wood embers. 
( b )  h l u a v  n c a i g  Wood embers. 
t s is  c i a j  n c a i g  Won't b u r n ,  w o n ' t  h o l d  f i r e .  
"Plaub q a i b  t s i s  c i a j  n c a i g . "  "Chicken f e a t h e r s  w i l l  

n o t  h o l d  any f i r e  o r  make coals . ' '  An i d i o m a t i c  
e x p r e s s i o n  meaning " I t  won ' t  amount t o  any th ing . "  



1. ncaim To sepa ra t e  from, t o  d ivorce ,  t o  d iv ide .  
s i b  ncaim To d ivo rce ,  two persons o r  t h ings  s epa ra t e .  
kev ncaim Roads t h a t  s e p a r a t e .  
( a )  ncaim npoj To s e p a r a t e  t h e  group.  
( b )  ncaim luag  To sepa ra t e  t he  group. 

2 .  ncaim 
t u s  ncaim nees ( c f .  ' n e e s ' ) .  

nca i s  Forceps, tweezers ( t u s ) .  
nca i s  rho hwjtxwv Tweezers f o r  p u l l i n g  whiskers .  

1. ncau To pu t  f o r t h  a s  branches,  t o  bear  as  branches,  
t o  branch from. 

ncau ceg To p u t  f o r t h  branches. 
t s i s  ncau ntawm t u s  n too  mus Does no t  branch from 

the  t r e e .  

2 .  ncau A l ength  of bamboo o r  r a t t a n  s p l i t  f o r  use i n  t y i n g  
( c l f  . ' plua]  ' ) . 

phua ncau To s p l l t  l eng ths  of bamboo o r  r a t t a n .  
zaws ncau To s t r i p  t h e  c u t  l eng ths  of bamboo o r  

r a t t a n  t o  make them t h i n .  

ncaug ( t . c .  from ' n c a u j ' )  ( c f .  ' n c a u j ' ) .  

1. ncauj  Mouth, mouthlike opening ( l u b )  ; p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h e  mouth. 

qhovncauj ( l u b )  The mouth. 
d i  ncauj  The l i p s .  
( a )  qheb qhovncauj To open t h e  mouth. 
(b) rua  qhovncauj To open t h e  mouth. 
( a )  qhaws qhovncauj To c l o s e  t h e  mouth. 
(b)  qos qhovncauj To c l o s e  t he  mouth. 
t i a g  ncauj  To cu r se ,  t o  s co ld .  
ncauj  hlob Prone t o  curse .  
qaub ncaug S p i t t l e  ( t . c .  ) 
n t o  qaub ncaug To s p i t  ( t . c . )  
( a )  ntxub ncaug To h a t e  b i t t e r l y  ( t . c . 1  
(b )  ntxub ntxaug To h a t e  b i t t e r l y  ( t . c . 1  
t s a  ncauj  Began by say ing ,  opened h i s  mouth saying.  
t s o  ncauj  Permit ,  a l low.  
qhovncauj tawm Canker so re s .  
npuas ncauj  Froth a t  t he  mouth. 
kaus ncauj  qa ib  Chicken beak. 
t i m  ncauj  n t s e e s  tham To speak f ace  t o  face .  
( a )  neeg ncauj  l i a b  ncauj  s a i  A person who t a l k s  a  

l o t  and says  a l l  he t h inks .  
(b) neeg ncauj  txua  A person who t a l k s  a  l o t  and 

says  a l l  he t h inks .  
ncauj  ke The en t rance  t o  a  road,  mouth of a  road. 
lub ncauj  hub The mouth of t h e  po t .  

2 .  ncauj  Cl f .  f o r  s e t s  o r  mouthfuls of t e e t h .  
i b  ncauj  hni,av One s e t  of t e e t h .  

ncaus 
vivncaus ( t u s )  S i s t e r  ( a s  c a l l e d  by h e r  s i s t e r s ) .  
niam ncaus ( t u s )  Wife of a  man's younger b r o t h e r .  

ncawb I n t e n t i o n a l  f o o l i s h  t a l k .  
( a )  l u s  dab tuag  Fool i sh  t a l k .  
( b )  l u s  ncawb Fool i sh  t a l k .  

ncawg TO e n t e r .  
qa ib  ncawg cooj  Chickens e n t e r  t h e  r o o s t .  
t s i a j  ncawg nkuaj Animals e n t e r  t h e  s t a b l e .  

1. ncaws To k i ck .  
Menyuam Hmoob s i b  ncaws. Hmong c h i l d r e n  play a t  k ick ing  

one another .  ( a  kind of f r i e n d l y  f o o t  boxing) 

2 .  ncaws To hoe t h e  ground, c l e a r  t h e  ground of weeds and 
r o o t s  wi th  a  hoe. 

ncaws t e b  To c l e a r  a  f i e l d .  
ncaws av To hoe t he  e a r t h ,  c l e a r  a  s i t e .  
ncaws n r o j  To c l e a r  o u t  t he  weeds. 
ncaws t s e v  Clear  a  s i t e  f o r  a  house ( c f .  'khawb qua 

t s e v '  ) . 
Qab t e b  peb xub ncaws, nkauj nyab peb xub aws. We were 

t h e  f i r s t  t o  c l e a r  f i e l d s  and t he  f i r s t  t o  
c la im t h e  p rospec t i ve  daughter  i n  law. ( idiom 
f o r  "We have f i r s t  r i g h t s . " )  

3 .  ncaws To nod, d i p  t h e  head. 
ncaws hau To nod t h e  head, t o  nudge wi th  t h e  head 

a s  an animal.  
ncaws n r u j  n r i s  Nodding t h e  head. 
ncaws ncaws dab ntub To doze, nod t he  head i n  s l e e p .  

4 .  ncaws To peck a s  a  fowl, t o  peck of f  o r  peck a t  wi th  t he  
beak ( c f .  ' thos  ' ) . 

qa ib  ncaws The chicken pecks. 
zaub q a i b  ncaws A kind of l e a f y  vege tab le  wi th  saw- 

t oo th  edge leaves .  

5.  ncaws 
khaubncaws Clo th ing  (c f  . ' khaub ' ) . 

6 .  ncaws 
( a )  h lua  ncaws A sna re  f o r  b i r d s .  
( b )  noog ncaws A sna re  f o r  b i r d s .  

nce To ascend,  t o  go up. 
nce t o j  To go up t he  h i l l ,  t o  climb. 
nce zog mus To ga in  o r  i nc r ea se  i n  s t r e n g t h .  
s i b  nce Term used f o r  t he  s e x  a c t  i n  animals.  

Note: With t h e  above connota t ion  t h i s  word i s  used 
i n  f o u l  language. 

nceb Mushrooms, t r e e  fungus. 



1. n c e j  Frame, u p r i g h t  p o s t ,  p i l l a r ,  p o s t  i n  a  house 
frame ( t u s ) .  

n c e j  kaum Corner  p o s t s  of  a  house.  
( a )  n c e j  t s e v  Cen te r  p o s t s  o f  a  house h o l d i n g  up 

t h e  r i d g e  p o l e .  
( b )  n c e j  r u  Cen te r  p o s t s  of  a  house h o l d i n g  up t h e  

r i d g e  p o l e .  
n c e j  cos  The u p r i g h t  p o s t s  of a  r i c e  f o o t - m i l l .  
n c e j  n t o s  The frame o f  t h e  s imple  Meo loom. 
n t i v  n c e j  Forked s t i c k  f o r  a  s l i n g s h o t .  
n c e j  dab The main p i l l a r  o r  p o s t  of  t h e  house;  one 

o f  t h e  main p i l l a r s  which upholds t h e  r i d g e  
p o l e  and where t h e  s p i r i t s  of  t h e  household 
a r e  supposed t o  r e s i d e .  The ' n c e j  dab '  must 
s e t  on t h e  ground and n o t  on a  board  f l o o r .  
Guests  must n o t  s l e e p  a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  
' n c e j  d a b . '  The p l a c e n t a  of  male c h i l d r e n  
a r e  b u r i e d  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  ' n c e j  d a b . '  

2 .  n c e j  
nce j  puab ( t u s )  Thigh, upper  l e g  of a  pe r son .  

ncem t o j  ( t u s )  A k ind  of  s m a l l  f r u i t  b e a r i n g  t r e e .  The 
b e r r i e s  a r e  r e d d i s h  i n  c o l o r .  

nceeg C l f .  f o r  a  kingdom o r  a  dynas ty .  
c i a j  i b  nceeg v a j  To e s t a b l i s h  a  kingdom o r  dynas ty .  

ncees  P o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8). 
n c a j  ncees  S t r a i g h t ,  u p r i g h t ,  j u s t .  
s i a b  n c a j  ncees  Morally u p r i g h t .  
ua n c a j  ncees  To do f a i r l y ,  do j u s t l y .  

nceev A s p e c i e s  o f  l a r g e  hardwood t r e e  w i t h  ba rk  somewhat 
r e d .  ( t u s )  

n c i g  To e n c i r c l e ,  t o  go comple te ly  around,  a  t u r n ,  one 
t u r n  around. 

ua i b  n c i g  To do one t u r n  around.  
hmab n c i g  n t o o  The v i n e  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  t r e e .  
n c i g  lawv l u b  qhov nyob A l l  around where they  were .  
n c i g  n c i g  ua num Working around t h e  house.  

n c i a  To sob ,  t o  c a t c h  t h e  b r e a t h  a s  i n  sobbing.  

1. n c i a b  P o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 3 ) .  
( a )  dub n c i a b  Very b l a c k ,  p e r f e c t l y  b l a c k .  
( b )  dub t x i g  Very b l a c k ,  p e r f e c t l y  b l a c k .  

2 .  n c i a b  O u t s i d e r s  ( p o e t i c )  . 
Zaub t s i s  yog n txuag ,  n c i a b  t s is  yog luag .  Vege- 

t a b l e s  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  f e a s t  and 
o u t s i d e r s  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  companionship. 

1. nco To remember. 
nco qab To remember, t o  r e c a l l  what i s  p a s t .  
t s is  nco qab lawm F o r g o t ,  f o r g o t t e n ,  unconscious .  
nco q a s  n t s o o v  To f i x  i n  memory, remember w e l l .  
( a )  nco dheev To suddenly c a l l  t o  mind, suddenly 

remember. 
( b )  nco dhuj  dheev To suddenly c a l l  t o  mind, suddenly 

remember. 
nco z o j  To remember. 
nco txog  To t h i n k  o f ,  remember. 
nco t i a s  To remember t h a t . . .  
( a )  t s i s  nco qab hlaw h l i a s  To keep f o r g e t t i n g  t h i n g s ,  

absent-minded. 
( b )  hnov q a u j  To keep f o r g e t t i n g  t h i n g s ,  absen t -  

minded. 
Nco k o j  t s h a v  n t u j .  "Thanks ve ry  much." I remember 

you w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  

2 .  nco To m i s s ,  t o  l o n g  a f t e r  one a b s e n t .  
Kuv nco nco k o j .  I m i s s  you. 

3 .  nco Combined w i t h  ' l a w s '  a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d  p . v . i n t .  
( c f .  Appendix 8 )  . 

puv nco laws F i l l e d  rounded o v e r  ( c f .  ' p u v ' ) .  

nco j  To shake ,  t o  s h i v e r  ( c f .  ' t s h e e '  which i s  more common). 
n c o j  t h o  To shake ,  s h i v e r .  

ncos 
n o j  n t o o  kug ncos  ( c f .  ' k u g ' ) .  

ncov Peak,  mountain t o p  ( l u b )  . 
l u b  ncov roob Mountain peak. 
n t o  ncov roob To c r o s s  t h e  mountain t o p .  

ncoo P i l l o w ,  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  head i s  p l a c e d  i n  r e c l i n i n g  
o r  l y i n g  down. 

l u b  hauv ncoo A p i l l o w .  
hauv ncoo The r e g i o n  where t h e  head i s  p l a c e d  i n  

l y i n g  down. 
muab r a u  ncoo To p l a c e  a s  a  p i l l o w .  

ncooj  D e s c r i p t i v e  o f  a  group s l e e p i n g  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  t o  
keep warm. 

ncu To p l a c e  b e s i d e  t h e  f i r e  t o  s t eam and s o f t e n .  
ncu mov To p l a c e  r i c e  b e s i d e  t h e  f i r e  t o  s team.  

ncu j  P  .v. I n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  . 
ncaws hau n c u j  nco Nodding t h e  head i n  s l e e p .  

ncus D e s c r i p t i v e  of  t h r o b b i n g  p a i n .  
ncus  ncus  li Throbbing p a i n .  



ncuv P o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
hnub d a i  npoo ncuv S u n s e t ,  sun hanging on h o r i z o n .  
l u b  s i a b  nka ncuv I n  d e s p a i r .  

ncua C l f .  f o r  t h e  s u i t a b l e  d i s t a n c e  f o r  a gun o r  bow s h o t .  
i b  ncua phom D i s t a n c e  f o r  a gun s h o t .  
i b  ncua hneev Dis tance  f o r  a crossbow s h o t .  

1. ncuav A steamed cake ( l u b ) ;  e s p e c i a l l y  cakes  of  b e a t e n  
cooked r i c e  o r  of  ground corn  f l o u r ,  e t c .  

ncuav tsuam A steamed cake p r e s s e d  i n t o  shape.  
q e  ncuav Egg-shaped steamed r i c e  cake. 
keeb ncuav Steamed cakes  made w i t h  l eaven .  

2 .  ncuav Pock mark. 
h l u a v  h l u a v  ncuav F u l l  of s m a l l  d e p r e s s i o n s .  
p l h u  h l u a v  h l u a v  ncuav Pock marked f a c e .  

3 .  ncuav 
nas  ncuav ( c f  . ' nas  ' ) . 

4 .  ncuav A s l a p ,  s t r i k e  w i t h  t h e  palm o f  t h e  hand. 
( a )  i b  tawg ncuav One s l a p .  
( b )  i b  ncuav p i a s  One s l a p .  

ncw Bear ing  f r u i t  abundan t ly ,  p r o l i f i c  f r u i t  b e a r i n g .  
t x i  t x i v  ncw ncw li Bears f r u i t  abundan t ly .  

ncwb 
noog ncwb ( t u s )  A s p e c i e s  of  s m a l l  yel low b i r d .  

ncwm To ho ld  i n c e n s e  i n  t h e  hand and c i r c l e  it around t h e  
ch icken  o r  animal  b e i n g  s a c r i f i c e d  i n  s p i r i t  
worship .  

1. ncha To s p r e a d  abroad ,  announce, s p r e a d  f o r t h  (o f  sound,  
news).  

ncha ntws To sound f o r t h  (used  a l s o  a s  a p .v .  i n t .  ) 
l u b  suab  n rov  ncha ntws Sounded f o r t h  w i t h  a g r e a t  

n o i s e ,  t h e  sound resounded.  
h a i s  ncha mus t x o g  l u a g  z e j  zos  Announced it t o  t h e  

n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l l a g e s .  

2 .  ncha Used a s  a p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r ,  ( c f .  Appendix 8) 
n rov  ncha ntws Resounding ( s e e  D e f i n i t i o n  No. 1 above) 
ncha n t h i  (A two-word p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  used 

t o  ampli fy  v e r b s  where loudness  i s  a f e a t u r e  
and where a group i s  invo lved  a s  i n  a t u m u l t  
o r  commotion.) ( c f .  'zom z a w s ' ) .  

ua ncha n t h i  To do w i t h  n o i s e  and commotion. 
qw ncha n t h i  Of a crowd s h o u t i n g .  
n r o v  ncha n t h i  Noise of  a crowd, e t c .  

nchav Vigorous.  
ua nchav To do w i t h  v i g o r .  
l u s  nchav Vigorous f o r c e f u l  speech ( c f .  ' l u s  l o j  ' ) . 

ncha iv  A g i v e n  name f o r  men. 

nchauv Smoky ( c f .  ' ncho '  ) . 
t s w  nchauv To s m e l l  smoky. 

n c h i  F l a t u l e n c e .  
ceev ceev  n c h i  n c h i  F l a t u l e n c e ,  f e e l i n g  of  b e i n g  f u l l  

though n o t  hav ing  e a t e n .  
n c h i  p l a b  F l a t u l e n c e ,  gas  i n  t h e  stomach. 

n c h i a s  
n c h i a s  taw On t i p t o e .  
N w s  mus n c h i a s  taw. He walked on t i p t o e .  

ncho To produce smoke, t o  smoke. 
ncho pa To produce smoke, make smoke. 
Hluavtaws ncho ncho pa .  The f i r e  i s  smoking. 

nchos To shake something,  t o  shake i n  t h e  hand,  t o  j i g g l e .  
nchos menyuam To shake o r  j i g g l e  a c h i l d  a s  i n  p l a y  

o r  i n  p u t t i n g  it t o  s l e e p ,  e t c .  
nchos nchos p l a b  A method o f  r e l i e v i n g  stomach p a i n  

by j i g g l i n g  t h e  abdominal r e g i o n .  

1. nchuav To pour  o u t .  
Muab d e j  nchuav pov t s e g .  Pour t h e  wa te r  away. 
d e j  nchuav nthwv The w a t e r  s p i l l e d .  
nchuav h l a u  To m e l t  i r o n  t o  mold, pour  i r o n  i n t o  

t h e  mold. 



2 .  nchuav To a b o r t ,  m i s c a r r y .  
( a )  nchuav cev  To a b o r t ,  misca r ry  (o f  humans). 
( b )  nchuav menyuam To a b o r t ,  misca r ry  (o f  humans).  

1. nka Skinny,  l e a n  (o f  an imals )  ( c o n t r .  ' y u a g ' ) .  

2 .  nka 
l u b  s i a b  nka ncuv I Iea r t  i n  d e s p a i r .  

1. nkag To c r a w l ,  t o  go benea th .  
nkag hauv qab To go underneath .  
nkag r o o j  To go benea th  t h e  t a b l e .  
nkag pem t e b  To c rawl  on t h e  ground. 
nkag qhawv qho lawv qab To go u n w i l l i n g l y ,  e . g .  one 

dragged o f f  t o  an unhappy mar r iage .  ( t o  "go 
a l o n g  c r a w l i n g " )  . 

2 .  nkag 
nkag s i a b  To unders tand  (lit .  " t o  e n t e r  t h e  h e a r t " ) .  
Koj puas nkag s i a b ?  Do you unders tand?  
( a )  Kuv t s i s  nkag s i a b .  I d o n ' t  unders tand .  
( b )  T s i s  nkag kuv s i a b .  I d o n ' t  unders tand .  

n k a j  The i n d i g o  p l a n t ,  i n d i g o  dye a s  used by t h e  Hmong. 

nka ib  
( a )  h a i s  nka ib  To l i e ,  t o  dece ive .  
( b )  h a i s  dag To l i e ,  t o  d e c e i v e .  

1. nkaub Yolk. 
nkaub qe ( l u b )  ~ g g  yo lk  ( c f .  ' q e '  ) . 

2 .  nkaub 
h a i s  nkaub TO l i e ,  t o  d e c e i v e .  

3. nkaub 
l e e b  nkaub ( t u s )  The p a r a k e e t .  

1. nkaug To p i e r c e ,  t o  s t a b .  
N w s  muab hmuv h l a u  nkaug l u b  p l a b .  He s t a b b e d  him i n  

t h e  stomach w i t h  an i r o n  s p e a r .  

2 .  nkaug R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  ' n t s i m '  
n i a j  no nkaug n t s i m  Of pe rsons  c o l d  and s h i v e r i n g .  

1. nkau j  Young unmarried female ,  mature female  hav ing  had 
no young. 

h l u a s  nkauj  Young woman, unmarried g l r l  ( t u s ) .  
nkauj  f a  A d u l t e r e s s  ( t u s )  , one who runs  away from 

h e r  husband. 
( a )  nkau j  muag p a j  P r o s t i t u t e  ( t u s )  . 
( b )  pojniam n t i a v  P r o s t i t u t e .  
nkau j  npuas Young female  p i g  ( t u s )  . 
( a )  t i a v  nkau j  To come t o  young womanhood, g i r l  

p a s t  p u b e r t y .  
( b )  ua nkau j  To come t o  young womanhood, g i r l  p a s t  

puber ty .  
nkau j  q a i b  A p u l l e t ,  young hen ( t u s ) .  
nkauj  n t suab  n raug  n a s  Legendary f i r s t  woman and man. 
nkau j  nyab A corncob d o l l ,  a  d o l l  ( t u s ) .  

2 .  nkau j  Handsome, b e a u t i f u l .  
zoo nkau j B e a u t i f u l .  

3 .  nkau j  A song,  melody ( z a j )  . 
( a )  hu nkau j  To s i n g ,  s i n g  a  song. 
( b )  h a i s  nkau j  To s i n g ,  s i n g  a  song.  

1. nkaum To withdraw something back ,  t o  recede  i n t o .  
Nab nkaum hauv qab zeb lawm. The snake  receded  under  

t h e  rock .  
mem t e s  nkaum lawm The p u l s e  has  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  c a n ' t  

f e e l  t h e  p u l s e .  

2. nkaum Used i n  combinat ion w i t h  ' n e e s '  f o r  numbers 20 
t o  29 .  

nees  nkaum 20. 
nees  nkaum i b  21, e t c .  ( c f .  ' n e e s ' ) .  

n k a i s  
nas  n k a i s  ( t u s )  Small  ye l lowish- red  r o d e n t .  Somewhat 

s m a l l e r  than  a  s q u i r r e l  b u t  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  bushy 
t a i l .  ( c f .  ' n a s ' ) .  



1. nkaus A r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 
p. 471) Used s i n g l y  o r  i n  combinat ion ' p e s  nkaus . ' 

kawg nkaus S u p e r l a t i v e  d e g r e e ,  ended, comple te ly .  
zoo kawg nkaus The b e s t ,  i n t e n s e l y  good. 
hum nkaus F i t t i n g .  
yam nkaus Like,  s i m i l a r  t o .  
ceeb nkaus S t a r t l e d .  
l o  nkaus S tuck  t o .  
ti nkaus Very c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  

Note: These i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  some common examples of  
t h e  use  o f  p . v . i n t .  ' kaus .  ' I t  i s  a l s o  used 
w i t h  t h e  v e r b s  l i s t e d  below. See t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
v e r b s  f o r  t h e  meaning. 

cuag n t s i a b  t i m  txaws 
kem P  UV twb t x i  j  
khaws puv n t u g  tho0  j t x i v  
n i a s  puab tsawv txheem 
npua j  Pua9 tsuam z  00 
n r e s  puas t x a i s  
n t h o s  . t i b  t x a u s  

2. nkaus S i n g l e ,  o n l y .  
I b  t u g  nkaus xwb l o s ?  Only one? 

nkaw ( T h i s  i s  a  l e g a l  term) To p u t  a s i d e  a  cause  of 
compla in t ,  e t c .  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  
a  l a t e r  d a t e .  

nkawd ( c f .  'nkawm, ' ) ( c f .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 
1. nkawg Concerning g o s s i p .  

nkawg l u s  Gossip ,  t o  g o s s i p .  
t u s  nkawg l u s  A g o s s i p ,  a  spy ,  one who l i s t e n s  t o  

o t h e r s '  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s e c r e t l y  and r e p o r t s  t o  
o u t s i d e r s ,  e t c .  ( c f .  ' t a u g  x a i v '  ) . 

2 .  nkawg 
i b  nkawg t .  c .  ( c f  . 'nkawm' ) . 

nkawj A wasp ( c f .  'muv' ) . 
l u b  t a u b  nkawj A wasp ' s  n e s t .  

nkawm A p a i r  ( c l f .  f o r  p a i r s ) .  
Nkawm h a i s  li c a s ?  What d i d  t h e  two of them say? 
i b  nkawg A p a i r  ( t .  c .  ) 
nkawm khau P a i r  o f  shoes .  
t x i j  nkawm An engaged person  o r  coup le .  

nkawv Sometimes used t o  r e f e r  t o  b i t e s  by an imals ,  e t c .  
t i b  nkawv One b i t e ,  b i t t e n  once.  

nkeeg t . c .  from ' n k e e s '  ( c f .  ' n k e e s ' ) .  

nkees  L e t h a r g i c ,  l a z y ,  d i s i n c l i n e d  t o  act.  
nkees  nkees  nqa li Weak and l e t h a r g i c .  
( a )  nkees  n loog  D i s i n c l i n e d  t o  l i s t e n ,  " t i r e d  of 

h e a r i n g  i t . "  
( b )  l a j  n loog  D i s i n c l i n e d  t o  l i s t e n ,  " t i r e d  of  

h e a r i n g  i t . "  
nkees  ua D i s i n c l i n e d  t o  do. 
t u b  nkeeg ( t . c . )  Lazy. 
kev mob kev nkeeg ( t . c . 1  S i c k n e s s  and l e t h a r g y .  
ua dab t u b  nkeeg (t.c.1 To have M a l a r i a ,  ( s o  c a l l e d  

because  of t h e  l e t h a r g y  w i t h  i t .)  
"Tub nkeeg muaj t u b  nkeeg n t u j .  l1 The l a z y  man has  

h i s  own t ime .  (p roverb)  

n k i  
i b  nyuag n k i  xwb (I j u s t  touched you) a  l i t t l e  b i t  

(and t h e n  you c r y ! )  
Note: Th i s  i s  language used by c h i l d r e n .  

1. n k i g  B r i t t l e ,  c r i s p  ( c o n t r .  ' z o o j ' ) .  
n p l e j  n k i g  The r i c e  1s h a r d  and f i r m  i n  t h e  h u l l .  

2. n k i g  
ua nkog ua n k i g  V a s c i l l a t i n g ,  uns teady ,  t o  do ca re -  

l e s s l y  o r  p o o r l y .  

3 .  n k i g  
l i a b  nkog n k i g  Dul l  r e d .  

nkim To w a s t e ,  t o  use  w i t h o u t  purpose.  
nkim zog To was te  s t r e n g t h ,  u s e l e s s  e f f o r t .  
nkim n y i a j  To was te  money. 
nkim hnub nyoog To was te  t i m e .  

n k i s  R e s t r i c t e d  p . v . i n t .  ( c f .  Appendix 1 2 ) .  

n k i a g  
s i a b  n k i a g  Sharp memory, good memory. 

nkog 
ua nkog ua n k i g  ( c f .  ' n k i g '  D e f i n i t i o n  No. 2 ) .  

1. nkoj  A b o a t  ( l u b ) ,  ( u s u a l l y  a  hand-prope l l ed  b o a t )  
( c o n t r .  ' hemcav ' ) .  

nko j  t o g  The b o a t  s i n k s .  
nko] deg ( t . c . )  A b o a t  ( l u b ) .  
nkoj  cua An a i r p l a n e ,  a i r c r a f t  ( l u b l  ( c f .  ' d a v  h l a u ' )  
txheeb nko j  To p o l e  a  b o a t .  
( a )  h a i s  nko j  To row a  b o a t .  
( b )  h a i s  d e j  To row a  b o a t .  
( c )  nquam nko j  To row a  b o a t .  

2 .  nkoj  To uproo t  
nkol cag ( t r e e )  uproo ted .  



nkos Muddy. 
nkos nkos li Muddy. 
av  nkos Mud. 

nkoog To c o n g e a l ,  congealed ( c f .  ' k h o v ' ) .  

nkoos R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t - v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f  . F.ppendix 8 p .  471) 
nraim nkoos Hidden. 
h a i s  l u s  nraim nkoos To speak s e c r e t l y .  
l a u s  nkoos Very o l d ;  of  sounds low i n  t o n e .  
khoov nkoos Stooped,  bend over .  
xau j  nkoos Bent o v e r  t o  peek.  

nkoov Twisted ( a s  a r o p e ,  e t c . )  ( c f .  ' n t s w j ' ) .  
Ntswj kom nkoov. Twis t  it l i k e  a rope .  
nkoov h l u a  To t w i s t  a  rope .  
nkoov kav ( c f .  ' n p l e j  ' ) . 

nkuj  R e s t r i c t e d  p . v . i n t .  ( c f .  Appendix 8). 

nkua C l f .  f o r  s t r i k e s  w i t h  t h e  f i s t .  
( a )  Ntaus nws i b  nkua. (He) s t r u c k  him once.  
( b )  Ntaus nws i b  t e g .  (He) s t r u c k  him once.  

nkuag ( c f .  ' n k u a j ' )  ( t . c . J  

nkua j  A s t a b l e ,  a pen o r  e n c l o s u r e  ( l u b ) .  
nkuaj  nees  A h o r s e  s t a b l e .  
r o o j  nkuag S t a b l e  door  ( l u b )  ( t . c . )  
t s i a j  ncawg nkua j  Animals e n t e r  t h e  pen. 

nkuav 
t u a  tshwb nkuav To k i l l  (game) c l o s e  a t  hand. 

nkham To go on a l l  f o u r s ,  c rawl  on a l l  f o u r s .  

nkhas ( c f .  ' n r o v '  ) . 
1. nkhaus Crooked, hav ing  a crook o r  bend. 

Kev nkhaus nkhaus li. The road  i s  crooked.  

2 .  nkhaus Not s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  d i s h o n e s t .  
N w s  l u b  s i a b  t s i s  n c a j  s i a b  nkhaus nkhaus.  He has  a 

crooked h e a r t .  

nkhawb S o o t ,  ca rbon ,  carbon r e s i d u e  t h a t  g a t h e r s  on t h e  
boards  o r  roof  over  a Hmong open f i r e p l a c e .  

nkhawv R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
n q h i s  d e j  nkhawv To b e  ve ry  t h i r s t y .  

nkhib A c r o t c h ,  a n g l e  formed by t h e  p a r t i n g  of  two l e g s  o r  
b ranches .  

nkh ib  t e g  Crotch of t h e  f i n g e r s  (t .  c .  ) 
n t o o  muaj nkhib T r e e s  have c r o t c h e s .  

nkh i s  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 
8 ,  p. 4 7 5 ) .  

nrov n k h i s  nkhoos The sound o f  t h i n g s  hollow ( c f .  
' n r o v '  ) . 

nkhoob The sound of a dog b a r k i n g .  
nkhoob nkhoob Sound o f  a dog b a r k i n g  ("Woof Woof!") 

nkhoos R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  ' n r o v . '  
( c f .  ' n r o v , '  ' n k h i s '  Also Appendix 8 ,  p .  4 7 5 ) .  



nlog The sound made by a t i g e r  when s t a r t l e d .  

nlom An i d o l ,  an image ( t u s ) .  
pe nlom To worship i d o l s .  

nloog To l i s t e n ,  t o  hearken t o ,  g ive  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ( con t r .  
' hnov ' )  . 

nloog t i a s . .  . What ( I )  heard was.. . 
( a )  nloog zo j  To l i s t e n  we l l .  
(b)  nloog zoo zoo To l i s t e n  we l l .  
nloog tsis t shab  Didn ' t  hear  c l e a r l y ,  c a n ' t  hear  

c l e a r l y .  
nloog l u s  To l i s t e n  t o  what i s  s a i d ,  t o  obey. 
nloog mob To be conscious of pa in  (give a t t e n t i o n  

t o )  t o  l i s t e n  with a s tethoscope.  

nluas S i ck ly ,  weak. 
lub  cev n luas  n luas  Weak s i c k l y  body. 

nluav Dented ( c f .  ' hn los .  ' ' zuav' ) . 
( a )  nluav lawm Dented. 
(b)  hnlos lawm Dented. 
(c)  zuav lawm Dented. 

npab A r m .  
c a j  npab The human arm, t h e  upper arm. 
yas npab Elbow ( c f .  ' l u j  t s h i b ' )  . 
t o o j  npab Brace l e t  ( l u b ) .  

npag S tou t  and s t rong  phys i ca l ly ,  muscular ( c o n t r .  ' r o g ' ) .  
N0t.e: This i s  a b e t t e r  term t o  use of persons than 

' r og .  ' 

npaj  To provide f o r ,  t o  prepare ,  t o  prepare f o r  ( c f .  ' pam' ) .  
npaj  n q a i j  npaj  mov To provide food, prepare food. 
Npaj t a u  yug lub cev xwb. To provide f o r  one ' s  

body only.  
npaj  s i a b  To prepare t h e  h e a r t  ( a s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  e t c . )  

npam Used f o r  t he  "Baht," u n i t  of Thai currency,  t i c a l  
(TI ( l u b ) .  

1. npau To bubble up, t o  b o i l .  
Dej npau npau. The water  i s  bo i l i ng .  

2 .  npau To be angry, t o  " b o i l "  wi th  anger. 
( a )  npau s i a b  To be angry. 
(b)  npau lub s i a b  To be angry. 
( a )  npau taws To be angry. 
(b)  lub  s i a b  npau taws To be angry. 
npau vog Sudden b u r s t  of anger. 

3 .  npau 
npau suav A dream 
ua npau suav To dream. 

npaub A given name f o r  women. 

1. npaug t . c .  from 'npaum,' ( c f .  'npaum').  

2 .  npaug 
ua npuav npaug tshaws (cf  . 'pobkws ' ) . 

npauj Moth ( t u s )  . 
t u s  npauj The moth. 
t u s  kab npauj The moth l a rva .  

1. npaum Equal, equal  t o ,  a s  much o r  a s  many a s .  
( a )  npaum li A s  much a s  t h i s .  
(b)  npaum li no A s  much as  t h i s .  
Muaj npaum no xwb. Only t h i s  much, t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 
zoo s i b  npaug Equally good ( t . c .  ) 
f a i b  s i b  npaug Divide equal ly  ( t . c . )  
ua num s i b  npaug zos To do an equal  amount of work. 

2 .  npaum Used a f t e r  numbers t o  express  mathematical i nc rease  
o r  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  i n  geometric r a t i o  such a s  
doubling,  t r i p l i n g ,  e t c .  

ua ob npaug Twice a s  many, doubled (t. c .  ) 
peb npaug Tr ip l ed  ( t . c . 1  
rau  caug npaum 6 0  times as  many. 

1. npawg Term used f o r  male cousins of a d i f f e r e n t  surname, 
i . e .  male ch i ld ren  of mother 's  b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  
and of f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r s .  ( t u s )  ( c f .  k insh ip  
c h a r t s ,  Appendix 11) . 



2. npawg Of another  c l a n ,  f r i e n d l y  term used i n  g r ee t i ng  
o t h e r s  of t h e  same age whom you do no t  r e a l l y  
know, " f r i e n d .  " ( t u s )  

npawj R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  a f t e r  'n rov '  
( c f .  ' n rov '  ) . 

npawm To shape,  t o  carve ,  t o  shave o f f  a  board ( c f .  ' t w s ' ) .  

1. npaws To pinch wi th  t h e  knuckles ,  pinch o f f  wi th  t h e  
knuckles.  

npaws zaub hau To pinch o r  break o f f  s h o r t  l engths  
of l e a f y  green vege tab les  i n t o  a  p o t  f o r  
b o i l i n g .  

2 .  npaws C h i l l s  and f e v e r  ( c l f .  ' t u s '  f o r  one c h i l l  
and tempera ture) .  

ua npaws To have c h i l l s  and fever .  
mob npaws Malar ia ,  i l l n e s s  cha rac t e r i zed  by c h i l l s  

and f e v e r ,  t o  be s i c k  wi th  such i l l n e s s .  

npawv Rounded o f f  and n o t  r e a l l y  s t r a i g h t  as  e .g .  of a  
d u l l  wedge o r  of t e e t h  worn o f f .  

npe Given name, name ( l u b )  . 
i b  lub  npe A name, one name. 
Nws lub  npe hu li cas?  What i s  h i s  given name? 
( a )  daws npe To g ive  a  name. 
(b)  hu npe To g ive  a  name. 
(c)  t i s  npe To g ive  a  name. 
hu t uav  npe To c a l l  by name. 
poob npe To l o s e  one ' s  name o r  r epu t a t i on .  
npe n t o  moo Name o r  r epu t a t i on  spread  abroad. 
Tuav npe txog ntawm kwj t s e .  No sooner had we s a i d  

h i s  name than  he appeared. 
npe ntawv L e t t e r s ,  a lphabe t .  

npeeg To m i s s  t h e  mark ( a s  i n  f i r i n g  a  gun, e t c . )  

npees To s l i p  over  ( a  term used i n  sewing) .  

1. np i s  A given name f o r  men. 

2 .  np i s  Natura l ly  s t o u t  and s t r o n g  ( c f .  ' npag ' ) .  

n p i a j  R e s t r i c t e d  pos t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  a f t e r  ' n rov '  
(c f  . ' n rov '  ) . 

1. npo To p ick  o u t  o f ,  t o  l i f t  o u t  of ( a s  from water ,  e t c . )  
npo tawm 10s To l i f t  o r  d i p  ou t  of ( t h e  w a t e r ) .  

2 .  npo To r e s t r a i n ,  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  bowels o r  u r ine .  
npo z i s  To r e s t r a i n  u r i n a t i o n .  

3 .  npo Res t r i c t ed  pos t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
puv npo Completely f u l l .  

Note: 'puv npo' i s  used f i g u r a t i v e l y  a l s o  whereas 
t he  s i m i l a r  term 'puv nkaus'  i s  used most of 
th ings  l i t e r a l l y  f i l l e d .  

Kuv lub  s i a b  puv npo. My h e a r t  i s  f u l l .  
t s a u  npo F i l l e d ,  s a t i s f i e d .  

1. npog To cover something over ,  t o  cover s o  a s  t o  h ide .  
Roob nphau 10s npog lawv. The mountain s l i d  down and 

covered them. 
l i a b  npog muag ( t u s )  The s l o t h ,  a  s l o t h .  

2 .  npog A bad omen, p e r t a i n i n g  t o  taboo ( c f .  ' chov , '  ' x u ' ) .  
( a )  ua chov Is an e v i l  omen, i s  taboo. 
(b)  ua npog Is an e v i l  omen, i s  taboo. 
( c )  ua xu I s  an e v i l  omen, i s  taboo. 

Note: There a r e  many th ings  considered i n  t h i s  category 
by t he  Hmong such a s  any snake o r  b i r d  o r  wild 
animal e n t e r i n g  a  house, a  dog on t he  roo f ,  a  
l i t t e r  of one p i g l e t ,  e t c .  Where such t h ings  
a r e  encountered they must be met by s u i t a b l e  
appeasement t o  t h e  s p i r i t s .  

v i j  dab v i j  npog - t roubled  by e v i l  omens and s p i r i t s  
3 .  npog 

s i a b  nphau npog Very angry (lit .  " h e a r t  turned o v e r " ) .  

npo j  Flock,  brood ( c f  . 'pab ' ) , a  group ga thered  t oge the r .  
i b  npog qa ib  One f l ock  of chickens ( t . c .  ) 
qa ib  npoj A f lock  of chickens.  
ncaim npoj To s e p a r a t e  t h e  f l o c k ,  t o  s e p a r a t e  t he  

group. 
sawvdaws poog npoj A l l  come toge the r  i n  one group o r  

one f l ock .  

npos 
Teb nyob npos npos. The f i e l d s  l i e  i n  a  hollow. 

npoo The edge of a  p r e c i p i c e ,  c l i f f  edge. 
d a i  npoo ncuv Hung on t he  edge, of anything hung o r  

balanced on t h e  edge of a  c l i f f  o r  about t o  f a l l  
over  a  p r e c i p i c e .  

Hnub d a i  npoo ncuv Sunse t ,  t he  sun "hung" on t h e  
hor izon .  

npoog To b u i l d  up t h e  ground around p l a n t s  o r  t r e e s .  

1. npoos A kind of t r e e  p i t c h  used f o r  l i g h t i n g .  
taws npoos To ca r ry  a  p i t c h  t o r c h ,  t o  use p i t c h  f o r  

l i g h t i n g  ( c f .  ' t s a u  r o j ' ) .  

2 .  npoos C l f .  f o r  s i d e s  of fo lded  c l o t h .  
i b  npoos ntaub One s i d e  of  fo lded  c l o t h .  



npu 
daus  x i b  daus  npu Snow. 

npub D u l l ,  n o t  s h a r p .  
Rab t a u s  no npub npub li. T h i s  axe i s  d u l l .  

npug 
n t i v  npug ( c f .  ' q e e j ' ) .  

1. npu j  To hammer, t o  pound, t o  b a t t e r ,  bump hard  a g a i n s t .  
Muab npuj  kom n c a j .  Pound it u n t i l  it i s  s t r a i g h t .  
Tsheb s i b  npug. The c a r s  c o l l i d e d .  (t. c . )  ( c f .  

' s i b  lawg' ) . 
2 .  npuj  

n t a  npu j  A t r a p  f o r  an imals  c o n s i s t i n g  of a s h a r p  
s p e a r  of  bamboo, e t c .  s e t  h o r i z o n t a l l y  t o  
s p r i n g  when r e l e a s e d  s o  a s  t o  k i l l  t h e  game. 

3 .  npuj  
npu j  npaim ( t u s )  B u t t e r f l y .  

npuv F i n e  powder, very f i n e l y  powdered. 

1. npua P i g ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p i g s  ( t u s ) .  
taw npua Boar,  o l d  male p i g  used f o r  b r e e d i n g .  
maum npua Sow. 
nkau j  npuas ( t . c . )  Young female  p i g  having had no 

Young. 
l a s  npua Large c a s t r a t e d  p i g .  
quab npuas ( t . c . )  Young c a s t r a t e d  p i g .  
pub npua To f e e d  t h e  p i g s .  
npua ho P i g  has  l o s t  a l i t t e r .  
npua tshom P i g  r o o t i n g ,  p i g  d i g g i n g  t o  f i n d  food. 
t u s  cuamtxwv npua Half grown c a s t r a t e d  p i g .  
npua t e b  Wild p i g ,  w i l d  b o a r .  

2 .  npua To wrap around t h e  body, t o  wear wrapped around. 
s e v  npua The back apron on a woman's o u t f i t .  

( c f  . ' s e v '  ) . 
3. npua 

z a j  npuas (t .  c .  ) ( t u s )  A s m a l l  w i l d  animal  hav ing  a 
body s i m i l a r  t o  a p i g  b u t  nose  and f e e t  s i m i l a r  
t o  a dog. Nes t s  i n  t h e  ground. ( c f .  ' l o o b ' ) .  

npuab To massage, t o  l a y  t h e  hands on ( c o n t r .  ' n p u a j ' ) .  
npuab p l a b  To massage t h e  stomach. 

2 .  npuag A k ind  o f  expens ive  c l o t h .  
n taub  t s u j  n taub  npuag F i n e  c l o t h .  
hnav t s u j  hnav npuag To d r e s s  i n  f i n e r y ,  d r e s s  i n  

expens ive  c l o t h i n g .  

1. npuaj  To pound w i t h  t h e  hands.  
npua j  p l a b  To pound t h e  stomach r e g i o n  w i t h  t h e  hands 

t o  r e l i e v e  p a i n .  ( c o n t r .  ' n p u a b ' ) .  
npua j  t e g  ( t . c . 1  To c l a p  hands.  

2 .  npua j  
npua j  nkaus Touching, s t u c k  t o g e t h e r  ( c f .  ' l o  nkaus ' ) . 

1. npuas Bubbles,  foam, bubb le  ( l u b )  . 
i b  l u b  npuas d e j  A w a t e r  bubble .  
npuas n c a u j  Foam from t h e  mouth. 

2 .  npuas 
s i b  npuas ( t . c .  from ' n p u a ' )  ( c f .  'npua '  D e f i n i t i o n  

No. 2 ) .  

1. npuav To h o l d  i n  t h e  mouth. 
npuav rawv To h o l d  t i g h t l y  i n  t h e  mouth. 
muab npuav P l a c e  it i n  t h e  mouth. 
muab n y i a j  npuav To p l a c e  a s i l v e r  c o i n  i n  t h e  mouth 

o f  a dead person .  This  i s  p a r t  of  t h e  p repara -  
t i o n  f o r  b u r i a l  p r o v i d i n g  money f o r  passage  
i n t o  t h e  l a n d  beyond d e a t h .  

2 .  npuav 
ua npuav npaug tshaws ( c f .  ' p o b k w s l ) .  

1. npuag S e r i o u s  i n f e c t i o n .  
mob npuag I n f e c t i o n ,  b lood  po i son ing .  
mob npuag f a j  A c a r b u n c l e  ( a l s o  'mob f a  j  ' ) . 



1. nphav To knock o r  touch a g a i n s t  acc iden ta l l y .  

2. nphav Used a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  
with 'n rov '  ( c f .  ' n r o v ' ) .  

1. nphau To t i p  over .  
roob nphau 10s The mountain s l i d  down (lit. " t ipped  

over")  . 
2 .  nphau Turbulent  (of running w a t e r ) .  

d e j  nphau nphwv Turbulent water .  

3 .  nphau 
n r i g  nphau Of persons o r  animals t u rn ing  over  on the  

back. 
nees n r i g  nphau Horse r o l l i n g  on i t s  back. 

4 .  nphau 
s i a b  nphau npog Very angry (lit. " h e a r t  turned over1 ' ) .  

nphaws Res t r i c t ed  pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
ntaug nphaws lawm Decreased i n  i n t e n s i t y  (of i l l n e s s  

storm, f i r e ,  e t c . )  

nphiv Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  with 'n rov '  
( c f .  ' n r o v ' ) .  

npho Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  
c a i s  npho To s e p a r a t e ,  each go h i s  own way. 

nphob Dir ty ,  s o i l e d ,  musty. 
ntaub nphob nphob Cloth s o i l e d ,  no t  new c lo th .  
kev nphob nphob Road i n  poor condi t ion .  

1. nphoo To throw o r  s c a t t e r  wi th  t h e  hand. 
nphoov av To throw d u s t ,  s c a t t e r  dus t .  
nphoov n t sev  rau  n q a i j  S c a t t e r  s a l t  on t h e  meat. 

2 .  nphoo Post  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
neeg coob nphoo n txo j  nphoo ntxuas A g r e a t  crowd. 

nphoob Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t ens  i f  i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  . 
pham nphoob - very f a t  (of animals)  

nphoov Res t r i c t ed  pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  a f t e r  'n rov '  
( c f .  ' n rov '  ) . 

ntog nrov nphoov F e l l  d w n  with a  resounding crash .  

nphuabpos nphuab A kind of thorn.  
nphwv Res t r i c t ed  pos t  verba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

d e j  nphau nphwv Turbulent  water .  

NPL 

nplas  Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
p l ag  nplas  Disorderly.  
c i  np las  An expanse of b r igh tnes s  ( c f .  'vus ' ) . 
q a i j  np las  TO avoid,  s t e e r  away from, lean  from. 

1.. nplav Gradual s lope .  
nplav t o j  A h i l l  wi th  a  gradual  even s lope .  

2 .  nplav used wi th  'nplem' as  a r e s t r i c t e d  pos t  verba l  
i n t e n s i f i e r .  

nce nplem nplav Gradual a scen t  ( c f .  ' np lem' ) .  

1. n p l a i  Fish o r  r e p t i l e  s c a l e s  ( c f .  ' n p l a i s ' ) .  
n p l a i  n t s e s  Fish s c a l e s .  
n p l a i  nab Snake o r  r e p t i l e  s c a l e s .  

2 .  n p l a i  Sec t ions  of a  c i t r u s  f r u i t .  
i b  n p l a i s  t x i v  lwj  zoov One s e c t i o n  of pomelo ( t . c . )  

np l a ig  The tongue ( t u s )  . 
h lev  np la ig  Put  o u t  t he  tongue. 
np l a ig  txhav c a n ' t  speak c l e a r l y ,  tongue-t ied.  
l u s  dov np la ig  Words hard t o  enunciate .  

1. nplaim Surface ,  expanse. 
nplaim h i av  txwv Surface of t h e  s ea .  
nplaim d e j  Surface of  t h e  water .  

2 .  nplaim Flame. 
( a )  nplaim taws Flames of f i r e .  
(b)  nplaim hluavtaws Flames of f i r e .  
nplaim teeb  Lamp flame. 

3. nplaim P e t a l  
nplaim p a j  n too  Flower p e t a l s .  

4 .  nplaim The reed of a  wind instrument .  
nplaim t o o j  Brass reed a s  used i n  t h e  ' q e e j '  o r  

o the r  wind instrument .  
r a j  nplaim A f l u t e .  

n p l a i s  
n p l a i s  taws Wood chips  ( c f .  ' n p l a i ' ) .  

nplaum Glut inous,  gluey,  s t i c k y .  
nplaum nplaum 11 Gluey, s t i c k y .  
n p l e j  nplaum Uncooked g lu t inous  r i c e  ( c f .  ' n p l e j ' ) .  



nplawg Combined wi th  ' n t i a s '  t o  form a  two word r e s t r i c t e d  
pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  
The use of t h i s  p.v. i n t .  adds t o  t he  verb t h e  
sense  t h a t  t he  a c t i o n  i s  done by many persons 
toge ther .  

zaum nplawg n t i a s  Sa t  down toge the r .  
cem nplawg n t i a s  A l l  began t o  sco ld .  
10s nplawg n t i a s  A l l  r e turned  toge ther .  

Also used with t h e  fol lowing verbs:  (See i nd iv idua l  
e n t r i e s  f o r  t he  meanings.) 

ua nyob t u a  j  qW 
h a i s  qua j  txeeb nyiav 
n taus  thuam khiav lawm 

1. nplawm To whip, t o  b e a t ,  t o  i n f l i c t  s t r i p e s .  
rab  nplawm A s t i c k  f o r  bea t ing ,  a  whip. 

2 .  nplawm Cl f .  f o r  blows, l a shes .  
i b  nplawg One l a s h  with t h e  whip ( t . c . )  
kaum nplawm Ten blows. 

nplaws Res t r i c t ed  p o s t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  wi th  ' n p l i a g '  
( c f .  ' np l i ag '  ) . 

n p l e j  Unhulled r i c e  (whether s tanding  i n  t he  f i e l d  o r  c u t )  
(cont r .  ' t xhuv , '  'mov') .  ( c l f .  ' l u b '  f o r  a  
ke rne l ,  ' t e s '  f o r  a  s h e a f ) .  

t e b  npleg Rice f i e l d  ( t . c .  ) (dry f i e l d  r i c e ) .  
i b  t e g  n p l e j  A sheaf of r i c e  ( t . c . )  
n taus  n p l e j  To th re sh  r i c e .  
( a )  h l a i s  n p l e j  TO h a r v e s t  r i c e .  
(b)  muab nple]  To ha rves t  r i c e .  
y a j  n p l e j  To winnow r i c e .  
npluag n p l e j  Rice cha f f .  
( a )  quav nyab npleg Rice s t raw 
(b )  quav n p l e j  Rice s traw. 
t shav  quav n p l e j  To c u t  t h e  r i c e  s tubb le  f o r  burning. 
xua nple j  Rice bran.  
lum n p l e j  ( c f .  ' lum' ) . 
kaus n p l e j  Rice sp rou t  when it f i r s t  appears ( t u s )  
yub n p l e j  Young r i c e  s p r o u t s ,  r i c e  s eed l ings .  
hnab n p l e j  The head of r i c e  ( l u b ) .  
n p l e j  txhawv t x h i j  The r i c e  has come t o  a  head. 
( a )  dob n p l e j  To weed the  r i c e  f i e l d s .  
( b )  dob t e b  npleg To weed t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s .  
n o j  n p l e j  t s h i a b  ( c f .  ' n o j ' )  To e a t  a  meal i n  

c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  newly harves ted  r i c e .  
Rela t ives  a r e  i n v i t e d  i n ,  a  chicken k i l l e d  and 
thanks given t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  a s  a l l  i n  t h e  home 
take  p a r t  i n  t h e  f e a s t .  

Note: Below a r e  t h e  terms d e s c r i p t i v e  of t h e  var ious  
s t a g e s  i n  t h e  growth of r i c e .  

n p l e j  ua koob n t o  av Rice sp rou t  j u s t  appearing. 
n p l e j  ua duav phuaj One l e a f  has formed. 

n p l e j  dauv t w  q a i b  The leaves  a r e  bending over .  
n p l e j  t x i j  hauvcaug Up t o  t h e  knees. 
n p l e j  t x i j  duav A s  high a s  t h e  wa i s t .  
( a )  n p l e j  nqus yas The stem has formed. 
(b)  nkoov kav The stem has formed. 
n p l e j  ua p lab  hnab Seed pod has formed. 
n p l e j  paim tshaws lawm The growing h e a r t  has appeared. 
n p l e j  z i ab  pag tshaws The ke rne l s  begin t o  form. 
n p l e j  r au  txhuv Sof t  kerne ls  have formed. 
n p l e j  t o o  The r i c e  is  f i l l i n g  ou t .  
n p l e j  d a j  qab hnab The r i c e  ke rne l s  a r e  r i pen ing  

a t  t he  top  of t h e  head. 
n p l e j  s i a v  n t o  nqob The r i c e  i s  r i p e  t o  t h e  base of 

t h e  head. 

nplem Used wi th  'np lav '  a s  a  two-word r e s t r i c t e d  pos t  ve rba l  
i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

nce nplem nplav Gradual a scen t .  

npleem To s l i p  s idewise o f f  a  su r f ace  ( a s  when pressure  i s  
added from above, e .g .  a  hand s l i p p i n g  o f f  t h e  
edge of a  t a b l e ) .  

1. n p l i j  To comfort,  t o  console ( c f .  ' d e e v ' ) .  
n p l i j  lub  s i a b  To comfort t h e  h e a r t .  
Np l i j  nws mentsis  kom nws txhob qua j .  Comfort him a  

l i t t l e  s o  he w i l l  no t  c ry .  

2 .  n p l i j  A r e s t r i c t e d  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  wi th  'n rov '  
( c f .  ' n rov '  ) . 

n p l i v  Small s i l v e r  co ins  used f o r  ornamentation ( l u b ) .  
t x i a j  n p l i v  (and) t x i a v  cub Two types of smal l  Indo- 

Chinese co ins  worn by t h e  Hmong f o r  decora t ion .  

1. np l i ag  Exact,  a ccu ra t e ,  p r ec i se  
xyaum np l i ag  n p l i a g  li To follow e x a c t l y ,  do exac t ly  

a s  t o l d .  
h a i s  l u s  tsis np l i ag  To speak inaccu ra t e ly .  

2. np l i ag  Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  i n  combination 
wi th  'nplaws ' (c f  . Appendix 8  ) . 
ntub nag np l i ag  nplaws Soaking wet.  

n p l i a j  Given name. 

1. n p l i a s  Given name f o r  a  g i r l .  

2. n p l i a s  
t x i v  n p l i a s  ( l ub )  A kind of f r u i t .  

nplo S l i g h t l y  used (of  c lo th ing ,  e t c . )  
lub t s h o  nplo A jacke t  s l i g h t l y  worn. 
ris t sho  qub nplo  zog Clothing s l i g h t l y  used, worn 

b u t  no t  o ld .  



nplog  A word used i n  d e r o g a t o r y  speech ,  p robab ly  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  anus.  ( c f .  ' n p l o s  ' ) . 

This  word i s  sometimes used i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  peop le  
o f  Laos ( p l a i n s  d w e l l i n g  Lao) by t h e  Hmong i n  
Laos b u t  t h e  IImong i n  Thai land speak o f  t h e  Lao 
a s  ' L o s t s u a s '  and c o n s i d e r  ' n p l o g '  d e r o g a t o r y .  

n p l o j  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  a f t e r  ' n r o v '  
( c f .  ' n r o v ' ) .  

n p l o s  Socke t  ( l u b ) ,  a  h o l e  f o r  t h e  hand le  of an implement. 
( c f .  ' n p l o g ' ) .  

nploog T.c. from ' n p l o o j '  ( c f .  ' n p l o o j ' ) .  

1. n p l o o j  Leaf (daim) , l e a f - l i k e ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  l e a f ,  
f r o n d .  

n p l o o j  k u j  yem Fan palm f r o n d s  used f o r  r o o f i n g .  
cuam n p l o o j  To f i x  palm l e a v e s  o r  f r o n d s  between 

l e n g t h s  o f  s p l i t  bamboo t o  make s e c t i o n s  f o r  
r o o f i n g  . 

n t o o  h l a v  n p l o o j  The t r e e  p u t s  f o r t h  l e a v e s .  
zeeg n p l o o j  Sheds i t s  l e a v e s .  
n t o o  n p l o o j  h l i s  A t y p e  of  hardwood t r e e  u s e f u l  f o r  

making s t r o n g  h a n d l e s ,  e t c .  

2 .  n p l o o j  C l f .  used f o r  c e r t a i n  v i t a l  o rgans .  
( a )  n p l o o j  s i a b  The l i v e r .  
( b )  l u b  s i a b  The l i v e r .  
n p l o o j  n tsws The lungs .  
i b  nploog s i a b  ( t . c . 1  One l i v e r ,  one " h e a r t "  

( c f .  ' s i a b ' ) .  

3 .  n p l o o j  
( a )  n ~ l o o i  pus  The s h o u l d e r  b l a d e s .  
ib j  d;av pus The s h o u l d e r  b l a d e s .  

4 .  n p l o o j  
t s o v  n p l o o j  suab ( t u s )  The Bengal t i g e r .  

5. n p l o o j  
l a u g  n p l o o j  suab  Cross  s t i t c h  embroidery.  

nploos  The s h o r t - q u i l l e d  porcup ine  ( t u s )  ( c o n t r .  ' t s a u g ' ) .  

1. np lua  To impose a  f i n e  o r  p e n a l t y ,  t o  judge o r  condemn. 
np lua  n y i a j  To impose a  f i n e ,  t o  f i n e .  
np lua  l u b  tx im To judge s i n ,  t o  f i x  p e n a l t y  f o r  

t r a n s g r e s s i o n .  

3 .  n p l u a  
ua np lua  n u j  To b e  r i c h .  
t u s  np lua  n u j  The r i c h  man. 

npluag Chaff ( c o n t r .  ' x u a ' ) .  
np luag  n p l e j  Rice  c h a f f .  

n p l u a s  The w a t e r  l e e c h  ( t u s )  ( c f .  ' h i a b ' )  . 
npluav The s i d e  of  a  k n i f e .  

np luav  r i am The b road  s u r f a c e  s i d e  of  a  k n i f e .  

n p l h a i b  A r i n g ,  f  i n g e r - r i n g  I n t i v )  . 
i b  n t i  n p l h a i b  One f i n g e r - r i n g  ( t . c . )  
n t i v  n p l h a i b  no This  r i n g .  

n p l h i b  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  ' np lhob '  
( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

n t s e s  n t i  n p l h i b  nplhob The f i s h  wr igg led  and t w i s t e d  
(on t h e  hook) .  

np lho  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  . 
N w s  chaws np lho  mus hauv t s e v .  He q u i c k l y  went i n t o  

t h e  house.  He "ducked" i n t o  t h e  house.  

nplhob R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  ' n p l h i b ' ) .  

nplhos  To s t a b ,  t o  s t i c k  w i t h  a  k n i f e ,  t o  k i l l  by p i e r c i n g .  
nplhos  npua To s t i c k  a  p i g ,  k i l l  a  p i g  by p i e r c i n g .  

2 .  n p l u a  S l i p p e r y .  
Kev np lua  np lua .  The road  i s  s l i p p e r y .  
np lua  r o j  O i l y ,  s l i p p e r y  w i t h  o i l  o r  wax. 



1. nqa To l i f t  wi th  t he  hand, t o  ca r ry  i n  t h e  hand o r  hands, 
t o  ho ld  i n  t h e  hand, t ake  i n  t h e  hand. 

nqa h l o  To t ake  i n  t h e  hand. 
nqa d e j  To ca r ry  water  i n  a  v e s s e l  held i n  t he  hand. 
nqa rawv To t ake  o r  c a r ry  f i rmly  i n  t he  hand. 

2.  nqa 
nkees nkees nqa li Weak and l e t h a r g i c .  

.. nqag Of t h ings  o r  persons ga thered  t oge the r  i n  a 
group, o f  group a c t i o n .  

i b  nqag l u s  Unanimous, a l l  t e l l i n g  t h e  same s t o r y ,  of 
words grouped t oge the r  i n t o  a  ve r se  o r  say ing ,  
e t c .  

ua i b  nqag cem Of many persons s co ld ing  another  a t  
t h e  same t ime.  

2 .  nqag Used a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  
r a j  puab r a j  xyu nrov nqag n txh i a s  Horns and trumpets 

sounding loudly t oge the r .  

1. nqa j  Hor izonta l  beam, r a i l  ( t u s )  ( c f .  ' t s e v ' )  
( con t r .  ' y ee s '  ) . 

nqa j  t s e v  Hor izonta l  beam f o r  a  house. 
nqa j  r u  The r idgepole .  
nqa j  t suag  T h e  long h o r i z o n t a l  s i d e  beams of a  

house. 
t sheb  nqa j  Rai l road ( c f  . ' t sheb  ' ) . 

2 .  nqa j  
nqa j  qaum The backbone. 

3 .  nqaj  
h a i s  ua nqa j  ua nqug Everyone t a l k i n g  about  something. 

nqaig T.c. from ' n q a i j '  ( c f .  ' n q a i j ' ) .  

1. n q a i j  Meat, f l e s h  (of animals ,  b i r d s ,  humans, nu t s  and 
f r u i t )  . 

n q a i j  rog F a t t y  meat. 
n q a i j  n t s h i v  Lean meat. 
t s e e v  n q a i j  To c u t  up meat i n  s u i t a b l e  po r t i ons  a f t e r  

s l augh te r ing .  
txhoov n q a i j  To c u t  up meat i n  smal l  p i ece s .  
t suav  n q a i j  To mince meat very f i n e .  
n q a i j  p lua s  Meat n o t  good, meat going r o t t e n .  
t hoo j  s i a v  t hoo j  nqa i  j  Of one f l e s h  and blood.  
h a i s  l u s  rho plaub mob nqaig ( t . c . )  To speak words 

t h a t  h u r t  ( l i k e  p u l l i n g  h a i r  and c u t t i n g  f l e s h ) .  

nqaim Narrow. 
kev nqaim nqaim li A narrow road. 

nqawm To h e a l ,  of f l e s h  o r  bone hea l i ng .  

1. nqe P r i c e ,  wage, deb t .  
Note: This word i s  sometimes pronounced ' n q i '  

Yuav li cas  nqe? What p r i c e  a r e  they wanting? 
them nqe To pay a  p r i c e ,  repay a  deb t .  
t shuav  lawv li nqe To owe them a debt .  
( a )  nyom nqe To argue p r i c e  
(b)  lem nqe To argue p r i c e .  
nqe t e s  Wages f o r  hand l abo r .  
luab nqe To borrow on i n t e r e s t .  
kwv nu j  nqe Unwilling t o  pay a  debt .  
rob nqe To seek payment of a  debt .  
r i s  nqe To hold a  deb t  f o r  a  long t ime,  keep on 

r e f u s i n g  t o  pay a  debt .  
nqe taw t u a j  Trave l ing  expenses i n  coming. 

2 .  nqe To hook a  f i n g e r  o r  t oe  on something. 
nqe kotaw To hook t h e  f o o t  on something and stumble. 

3 .  nqe 
nqe l a u j  ( t u s )  Wooden hook t o  hang t h ings  on i n  

t h e  home. 

nqeg To wane o r  aba te .  
Note: This  word i s  sometimes pronounced ' nq ig '  

h l i  nqeg The waning of t h e  moon. 
d e j  nqeg The water  a b a t e s ,  f l ood  aba t e s .  

1. nqes To descend,  t o  come o r  t o  go down. 
Note: This  word i s  sometimes pronounced ' n q i s '  

nqes hav To go down the  h i l l .  

2 .  nqes One h a l f  of a  Hmong p o e t i c  couple t .  
Ob nqes ua i b  txwg. Two ha lves  make a  coup le t .  

( c f .  ' t s h o o j , '  ' z a j , '  ' txwml) .  

nqee ( c f .  ' qhoob ' ) .  

nqeeb The long tough g ra s s  used t o  make t ha t ch  f o r  roof ing .  
vov nqeeb To cover a  house wi th  'nqeeb'  t ha t ch .  
cuam nqeeb To f i x  g r a s s  t h a t c h  i n t o  lengths  f o r  

roof ing .  
hav nqeeb A va l l ey  o r  expanse of 'nqeeb '  

nq ia  Thin i n  t he  middle and t h i c k e r  a t  t he  ends. 
nq ia  hnyuv ( c f .  ' neem' ) .  
duav n s i a  n a i a  Person wi th  a  smal l  back. 
neeg nqia  nq ia  A smal l  t h i n  person ,  th in-wais ted  person.  

2 .  n q a i j  Used i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  w i ld  game. 
n q a i j  nruab nrag  Wild game, w i ld  meat. 
n q a i j  pos Animals of p r ey ,  animals t h a t  prey upon 

o t h e r s .  



nqob The p a r t  of t h e  r i c e  s t a l k  j u s t  under t h e  head. 
nqob npleg ( t . c . 1  The upper p a r t  of t h e  r i c e  s t a l k .  
s i a v  n t o  nqob ( c f .  ' n p l e j ' )  . 

1. nqos To swallow. 
nqos k i ag  mus To swallow whole, swallow completely. 

2 .  nqos The weaving s h u t t l e  ( r ab )  . 
3. nqos Cl f .  f o r  passes of t h e  s h u t t l e  i n  weaving. 

i b  nqog ( t . c . )  One pass of t h e  s h u t t l e .  

4 .  nqos 
nqos cos The crossbeam of t h e  r i c e  f o o t m i l l  ( c f .  ' c o s ' ) .  

5. nqos 
kab nqos v i a s  ( t u s )  The locus t .  

nqov The bel lowing of a  cow. 
nyuj nqov The cow bellows. 

nqu9 
h a i s  ua nqaj  ua nqug Everyone t a lk ing .  

nqus To suck, i n h a l e ,  absorb,  draw i n ,  a t t r a c t  t o  ( a s  a  
magnet) . 

lub  nqus d e j  A pump f o r  water  ( c f .  ' txhuav' ) . 
Paj  txawj nqus d e j .  Cotton can soak up water .  
nqus yas ( c f .  ' n p l e j ' ) .  
t u s  nqus d e j  A dr inking  tube o r  s t raw. 

nquab Dove, pigeon ( t u s )  . 
Note: There a r e  many k inds ,  some of t he se  a r e  l i s t e d .  

F u l l e r  de sc r ip t i ons  w i l l  have t o  be obtained 
from the  people. 

nquab d a i s  "Bear" dove, a  l a r g e  v a r i e t y .  
nquab dawb The white  dove. 
nquab ntsuab A greenish  v a r i e t y  of dove. 
nquab l i a b  A r ed  v a r i e t y .  
nquab kho s i a b  Dove wi th  a  p l a i n t i v e  lone ly  c ry .  
nquab poj  mab A s t r i p e d  v a r i e t y .  
nquab p lhua j  taub tawg Dove wi th  a  c ry  t h a t  sounds 

l i k e  t hese  s y l l a b l e s .  
nquab l i b  rwg Another type of dove. 

1. nquag To recover  from i l l n e s s ,  t o  g e t  we l l .  
Nws nquag lawm t s i s  tau?  Has he recovered o r  no t?  

2 .  nquag Ene rge t i ca l l y ,  wi th  v igo r ,  a c t i v e l y  ( con t r .  
' n k e e s ' )  . 

nquag nquag ua num To work e n e r g e t i c a l l y ,  ready t o  
work. 

1. nquam To t r a n s p o r t .  
nquam n ra  To t r a n s p o r t  goods; e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

goods by veh ic l e  o r  boa t .  

2. nquam 
cov nquam qauv The pa l lbea re r s .  

3 .  nquam To row a  boat .  
nquam nkoj To row a  boa t  ( c f .  'nkoj  , ' txheeb'  ) . 

4 .  nquam 
nquam kiab  nquam khw Market, marketplace ( p o e t i c ) .  

nquas Res t r i c t ed  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

nqws Missing a  limb of t he  body. 
nqws t e s  Missing one arm. 
nqws taw Missing one foot .  

nqha Of a  dry a r ea  having only few t r e e s  and l i t t l e  o r  no 
green undergrowth. 

hav zoov nqha Such an a r ea  of t he  f o r e s t .  

nqhis To t h i r s t ,  t o  have an i n t e n s e  d e s i r e  f o r  ( c f .  ' t s h a i b ' )  
Kuv nqhis  d e j .  I am t h i r s t y  f o r  water .  
nqhis  de j  nkhawv Extremely t h i r s t y .  
nqhis  n q a i j  To have a  d e s i r e  f o r  meat, hunger f o r  meat. 

Note: This word i s  sometimes s a i d  'nqhes. '  

nqho Pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( see  'nqhug ' ) .  

nqhug Res t r i c t ed  p o s t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r  with 'nqhos. '  
( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

n the  s i b  nqhug n the  s i b  nqhos To c ry  o u t  very loudly.  

1. nqhuab To dry  up ( a s  a  s t ream, pond, e t c . )  . 
nqhuab t a g  lawm Dried up. 

2 .  nqhuab Pe r t a in ing  t o  dry land a s  opposed t o  water .  
vuab k i b  nqhuab ( t u s )  Dry land t u r t l e .  
nab qa  nqhuab ( t u s )  Dry land l i z a r d ,  iguana. 
nruab nqhuab On land.  



1. nra  Goods, baggage, a  bundle of goods ( l u b ) ,  a  pack load.  
n r a  nees A horse pack o r  a  pack saddle  ( l u b ) .  
t h a u j  nra  To t r a n s p o r t  goods by animal. 
nquam n ra  To t r a n s p o r t  goods by veh ic l e  o r  boat .  

2. n r a  C l f .  f o r  packs, loads .  
i b  n ra s  One load (t. c .  ) 

3 .  nra  
h l i  n r a  F u l l  moon. 

nrab Hal f ,  one h a l f ,  mid (ho r i zon ta l )  ( con t r .  ' n t a v ' ) .  
i b  nrab One h a l f .  
nruab nrab Middle, c en t e r ,  midst.  
nyob nruab nrab I n  t he  middle, i n  t he  midst .  

nrad ( c f .  'nram' and In t roduct ion  pp.  x x i i - x x i i i )  . 
1. nrag 

n q a i j  nruab nrag Wild meat, wild game. 

2. nrag 
mus nram plawv t i a j  nrag Went down i n t o  t h e  midst 

of t h e  l e v e l  country. 

n r a j  The whi te  pheasant ( t u s )  . 
nram Downhill, down below, noun of l oca t ion  ( f o r  t . c .  

c f .  In t roduct ion  p. 
Kuv mus nram lawv 10s. I have been and come from 

down below. 
nram qab de j  Downstream. 
nram qab kev The downhill  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l .  
mus nyob nrad Went t o  s t a y  below ( t . c . 1  
nyob nram moos Staying down on the  p l a i n .  
nram n t e j  The per iod  of time up u n t i l  now. 
nram n t e j  nram ntxov Previously.  

1. nras  A l a r g e  broad l e v e l  a r ea  ( l ub )  . 
l ub  nras  l i a j  qhua An a rea  of dry f l a t  f i e l d s  o r  

a  dry uncu l t i va t ed  a r e a  wi th  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  e t c .  

2 .  n ras  t . c .  from ' n r a '  ( c f .  ' n r a '  De f in i t i on  No. 2 ) .  

n r a i g  
n r a i g  mov To "c lean  up" t h e  t a b l e ,  c l e a r  t h e  t a b l e  of 

r i c e ,  food,  e t c .  

1. nraim To h ide ,  hidden. 
t s i v  nraim To hide onese l f .  
nraim nkoos Hidden. 
h a i s  l u s  nraim nkoos To t a l k  s e c r e t l y .  
h l i  nraim qa ib  ( c f .  ' h l i  ' ) . 

2. nraim Used with o t h e r  words i n  two word r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  
ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r s .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

ua t i b  nraim To do exac t ly  according t o  d i r e c t i o n .  
mus t i b  nraim To go exac t ly  s t r a i g h t .  
nca j  nrwb nraim Exact ly s t r a i g h t .  
ua nrwb nraim To do exac t ly  according t o  d i r e c t i o n .  

3 .  nraim A s i n g l e  word r e s t r i c t e d  pos t  ve rba l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  
(may be used wi th  o r  without  ' qos l  preceeding,  
i . e .  'nraim'  o r  'qos nra im' )  ( c f .  Appendix 8 p. 472). 

Note: This i n t e n s i v e  adds t h e  idea  of f ixedness ,  s ted-  
f a s t n e s s  and straightness t o  t h e  cha rac t e r  of 
t h e  verb.  

nca j  nraim S t r a i g h t  through, p e r f e c t l y  s t r a i g h t .  
raws nraim Follow s t r i c t l y ,  fol low s t e d f a s t l y .  
sawv nraim Standing i n  one p lace  f i xed ly .  
nrog nraim Always accompanying. 
xyuas nraim To study f a i t h f u l l y ,  fol low p lan .  
mus nraim To follow s t r a i g h t  on, go s t r a i g h t  on. 
lawv nraim To fol low s t r a i g h t  on. 
khaws nraim To ga the r  up th ings  f a i t h f u l l y ,  a s  a  

h a b i t .  

nrau To bump o r  push wi th  t h e  head o r  horns ,  t o  b u t t .  
nrau av To d i g  o r  push up e a r t h  a s  an animal does 

wi th  i t s  horns.  
nyuj s i b  nraus ( t . c . 1  b u l l s  f i g h t i n g  each o t h e r .  
t sheb  nrau av  A bu l ldozer  ( l u b ) .  

nraub 
nraub qaum The back, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  reg ion  of t he  

back between t h e  shoulders  and above t h e  wa i s t  
( c f .  ' duav ' )  ( l u b ) .  

mob nraub gaum My back h u r t s .  
nraud ( c f .  'nraum') ( c f .  In t roduct ion  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 

1. nraug Pe r t a in ing  t o  unmarried men. 
h luas  nraug A young unmarried man ( t u s ) .  
zoo nraug Handsome. 
nraug vauv ( t u s )  Bridegroom ( c f .  'qhua v a u v ' ) .  
nraug xwb Bachelor,  unmarried man. 
nkauj ntsuab nraug nas ( c f .  'nkauj  ' ) . 

2. nraug 
nraug zeeg muag Dizzy ( c f .  'muagl ) .  

n rau j  To d ivorce ,  t o  s epa ra t e  of f  from. 
Nws muab pojniam n rau j  lawm. He divorced h i s  wife.  

He put  h i s  wi fe  away. 
tsis n rau j  hnub t s i s  nrau j  hmo Unceasing day and 

n igh t .  



nraum Noun of l o c a t i o n ,  o u t s i d e  ( f o r  t . c .  c f .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  . 

nraum zoov O u t s i d e ,  o u t  of d o o r s .  
nraum nraub qaum Behind o n e ' s  back. 
s a b  nraud ( t . c . )  The o u t s i d e ,  t h e  s i d e  w i t h o u t ,  

t h e  back of a  book, e t c .  
N w s  mus nraud lawm. He went o u t s i d e .  

1. n r a u s  Weak and f e e b l e .  
n r a u s  zus n r a u s  zus To become weaker and more f e e b l e .  

( c f .  ' p h e e j  s i  s i '  Both e x p r e s s i o n s  used of  
peop le  who grow o l d  and f e e b l e . )  

2 .  n raus  
n t u j  n r a u s  Used t o  r e f e r  t o  p l a c e s  ex t remely  d i s t a n t .  

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  " r e g i o n s  
beyond. " 

nrawg Used w i t h  ' n r o o s  ' a s  a  two word r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  
v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  ' n r o o s '  Cf. 
Appendix 8 ) .  

paub s i b  nrawg nroos  To know e q u a l l y  w e l l .  

nrawm ~ u i c k l ~ :  s w i f t l y  ( c f .  ' s a i l 1  ' t s u a g , '  Contr .  ' q e e b ' ) .  
Txhob h a i s  l u s  nrawm nrawm li. Don ' t  t a l k  s o  f a s t .  

nraws 
h a i s  l u s  n t o g  nraws To speak p e c u l i a r  sounds a s  of 

one speak ing  a  f o r e i g n  language.  

nrawv Used w i t n  ' n r o o s '  a s  a  two word r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  
i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  ' n r o o s '  c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

t u a j  nrawv nroos  Coming one a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  

n r e  To p l e a t .  
n r e  t i a b  To p l e a t  a  s k i r t .  

1. n r e s  To s t a n d  e r e c t ,  s t a n d  u p r i g h t ,  t o  cause  t o  s t a n d  
e r e c t .  

Nres ntawm k o j  Stand where you a r e .  
( a )  n r e s  nkaus To s u p p o r t  u p r i g h t .  
( b )  txheem nkaus To s u p p o r t  u p r i g h t .  

2 .  n r e s  To b e a r  t h e  f u l l  we igh t  o f ,  b e a r  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r .  

Yexu n r e s  peb l u b  txim.  J e s u s  h a s  borne  t h e  f u l l  
we igh t  of  our  s i n .  

1. n r e e g  A e r i a l  t r e e  r o o t s .  
i b  n r e e g  n t o o  An a e r i a l  t r e e  r o o t .  

2 .  n r e e g  
n r e e g  t a m  Bean o r  pea  p o l e s ,  s t a k e s  f o r  beans .  ( t u s ) .  

n r e e j  The l a r g e  f l a t  f l a n g i n g  r o o t  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  base  
of c e r t a i n  types  of t r e e s .  ( c l f .  ' d a i m ' ) .  

i b  d a i g  n r e e j  n t o o s  ( t . c . 1  A s e c t i o n  of  
f l a n g i n g  t r e e  r o o t .  ?.A 

n r e e s  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  used e i t h e r  a s  

( c f  . Appendix 8 ,  p.  4 7 2 )  Th i s  word o f t e n  adds 
t o  t h e  v e r b  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  invo lved  

A 
a  s i n g l e  word o r  i n  t h e  combinat ion '-qos n r e e s ' )  

has  con t inued  i n  a  f i x e d  s t a t e  f o r  some t ime .  
See t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  

( a )  r u a j  n r e e s  Firm s t e a d y ,  endur ing .  
( b )  r u a j  qos  n r e e s  Firm, s t e a d y ,  endur ing .  
( a )  txhav  n r e e s  S t i f f ,  h a r d .  
( b )  txhav  qos  n r e e s  S t i f f ,  ha rd .  
lub  s i a b  t x h a v  n r e e s  Hard h e a r t e d .  
( a )  kaw n r e e s  Closed t i g h t l y .  
( b )  kaw qos  n r e e s  Closed t i g h t l y .  

Note: I n  each c a s e  ' q o s '  may be  used a s  above. 
kem n r e e s  Divided o f f  
chob n r e e s  P i e r c e d .  
n t s i a  n r e e s  Na i led .  
khaum n r e e s  Caught f a s t .  
n i a s  n r e e s  P r e s s e d  down. 
l o  n r e e s  Stuck on. 
n tog  n r e e s  F a l l e n  down, s tumbled.  

n r i b  S l i g h t l y  opened up ( e . g .  a s  a  c u t  o r  a  c r a c k ) .  
n r i b  p l e b  J u s t  a  l i t t l e  c racked .  

1. n r i g  To s u p p o r t  o n e s e l f  w i t h  t h e  a i d  of  a  cane o r  s t i c k .  
n r i g  pas  mus To walk w i t h  t h e  a i d  of  a  s t i c k .  

2 .  n r i g  A s t i c k  o r  cane f o r  use  i n  walking.  
i b  t u g  p a s  n r i g  A cane ,  a  walking s t i c k .  
t u s  cwj n r i g  A r o d ,  a  s t a f f .  

3 .  n r i g  
dawb hau n r i g  caug Old and hoary-headed, aged. 

4 .  n r i g  The f i s t  ( c l f .  ' l u b ' )  C l f .  f o r  blows w i t h  t h e  f i s t .  
n t a u s  n r i g  To h i t  w i t h  t h e  f i s t .  

5. n r i g  
n r i g  nphau To r o l l  over  u p s i d e  down, s o m e r s a u l t  

(o f  pe r sons  o r  a n i m a l s ) .  
nees  n r i g  nphau Horse r o l l s  over  on i t s  back. 
n r i g  nphau n t s o s  Rol led  o v e r  q u i c k l y .  

6 .  n r i g  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
( a )  k a j  n r i g  Very b r i g h t .  
( b )  k a j  l u g  Very b r i g h t .  
t s h a v  n t u j  n r i g  B r i g h t  a l l  a round ,  b r i g h t  s u n s h i n e .  



n r i s  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  ' n r u j  ' ( c f .  
' n r u j ' ) .  

n r i a j  To p u l l  a p a r t  w i t h  f o r c e .  
n r i a j  h l u a  kom t u  P u l l e d  t h e  rope i n  two. 

1. n r i a v  P l a i n  speech .  
n r i a v  l u s  P l a i n  speech ( a s  opposed t o  f i g u r a t i v e )  

2 .  n r i a v  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  
xyab n r i a v  S t r e t c h e d  o u t  f l a t .  

n r o  Murky, c o n t a i n i n g  f o r e i g n  m a t t e r .  
d e j  n r o  n r o  Murky w a t e r ,  w a t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  f o r e i g n  

m a t t e r .  

nrob The b r e a s t  o r  c h e s t  ( e s p e c i a l l y  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  
game o r  an imals )  ( c f .  ' s i a b ' )  . 

Tua hauv nrob.  Shoot i t  i n  t h e  b r e a s t .  

1. n rog  With,  t o  accompany. 
Kuv nrog  k o j  mus. I ' l l  go w i t h  you. 
n rog  nraim To always accompany, t o  s t a y  c l o s e  

b e s i d e .  

2 .  nrog  From ( i n  t h e  s e n s e  " t o  o b t a i n  f r o m " ) .  
Kuv nrog  k o j  yuav ob d a i g  n y i a j .  I want two b a r s  of 

s i l v e r  from you. 
Kuv nrog  ob t u g  thov  t a u  i b  d a i g  n taub .  I borrowed 

a  l e n g t h  of c l o t h  from t h e  two. 

3 .  n rog  To d r i p .  
d e j  n rog  The w a t e r  i s  d r i p p i n g .  
n rog  i b  t e e  i h  t e e  Drips  one d rop  a t  a t i m e .  

4 .  n rog  The f l a t  i n s i d e  a r e a  of a  winnowing t r a y ,  ( c l f .  
f o r  a  t r a y f u l . )  

l u b  n rog  vab The i n s i d e  of  t h e  winnowing t r a y .  
i b  n rog  vab n q a i j  One t r a y  f u l l  of meat. 

5. n rog  
l u b  n rog  cev  The i n n e r  a r e a  of t h e  body. 

n r o j  V e g e t a t i o n ,  weeds. 
n r o j  t s u a g  Veqe ta t ion .  
l u a j  n r o j  To c u t  down weeds. 
dob n r o j  To p u l l  weeds. 
hav  n r o j  Uncul t ivat -ed f i e l d s ,  f i e l d s  of  weeds. 

n r o s  
n r o s  t a u s  R e b e l l i o u s ,  p e r v e r s e ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  obey 

s imply because  t o l d  t o  do s o .  

nrov Loud, l o u d l y ,  n o i s i l y .  
n rov  q u a j  q e e s  A g r e a t  r esounding  n o i s e .  
suab n rov  A loud  v o i c e .  
( a )  hnov suab s a b  Heard a  loud  n o i s e .  
( b )  hnov s a b  n rov  Heard a  loud n o i s e .  

Note: The word ' n r o v '  may be  fo l lowed  by any one of a  
c a t e g o r y  of p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r s  which s e r v e  
t o  emphasize t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  sound o r  n o i s e  
i n d i c a t e d  o r  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  sound. Below i s  an 
i l l u s t r a t i v e  l is t .  There  a r e  undoubtedly  many 
more examples. 

n rov  hlawv Noisy d r i n k i n g .  
nrov hnyev Whimpering. 
n rov  l i s  100s Loud dron ing .  
n rov  nkuaj  ( A  sound we have n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ) .  
n rov  nkuav Break something b r i t t l e .  
n rov  nkhas The sound of  h i t t i n g  a  w a l l .  
( a )  n rov  nkh i s  nkhoos H i t t i n g  a  w a l l  o r  a  hol low t r e e .  
( b )  n rov  nkhoos H i t t i n g  a  w a l l  o r  a  hollow t r e e .  
nrov npawj Noise of  h i t t i n g  something f l y i n g .  
n rov  nph iv  nphav Sound of  t r e e  chopping. 
nrov nphoov A resounding  f a l l ,  t r e e  f a l l i n g .  
n rov  n p l a j  Clapping hands.  
n rov  n p l i j  Sound of  a  baby p u l l i n g  o f f  t h e  n i p p l e .  
nrov n p l o j  F a l l i n g  i n t o  w a t e r .  
n rov  nqag n t x h i a s  Loud n o i s e  ( c f .  t r u m p e t s ,  e t c . )  
nrov nrawj  H i t t i n g  something hard .  
nrov n r e e v  Metal. h i t t i n g  on meta l .  
n rov  nrhawj Sound of a  rope  t e a r i n g .  
Lrov n r h i j  nrhawj Sound of  s e v e r a l  s t r a n d s  t e a r i n g .  
n rov  n t a  vos Sound of  a  gunshot .  
nrov ntwg Sound of h i t t i n g  hollow ground. 
n rov  ntws Grea t  n o i s e  ( a s  of  a  g r e a t  crowd).  
n rov  nroo ntws Loud d r o n i n g  n o i s e .  
nrov n t s i a j  Sound of meta l  on meta l .  
nrov n txhe  hav ntws Sounding a  long  d i s t a n c e .  
nrov n t x h i a s  A g r e a t  n o i s e .  
n rov  pag Sound of f a l l i n g  i n t o  mud. 
nrov poog Sound of  s t e p p i n g  on s o l i d  ground. 
n rov  ploom Sound of o b j e c t  d ropp ing  i n t o  w a t e r .  
n rov  q i s  qawv Sound a s  of  knuck les  c r a c k i n g .  
n rov  r h i j  r h u a j  Sound of d r y  l e a v e s  c r a c k l i n g .  
n rov  tawg n t h 0  Sound of  something b u r s t i n g .  
n r o v  t h e b  Noise of h i t t i n g  something f l y i n g .  
nrov t s e j  ( A  n o i s e  we have n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ) .  
n rov  t x i j  t x e j  Sound of  suck ing .  
nrov t awj  ( A  n o i s e  we have n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ) .  
nrov n t h u j  n thav  Sound of weaving on a  loom. 

1. nroo TO s i g h .  



2 .  n roo  A r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  used i n  combin- 
a t i o n  w i t h  'n tws.  ' ( c f .  Appendix 8 )  Th i s  
combinat ion i s  used e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  
sounds c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by humming, d r o n i n g ,  e t c .  
(e .g .  t h u n d e r ,  d i s t a n t  v e h i c l e s ,  a  crowd, e t c . )  

ua n q a i ]  ua cawv n r o o  ntws To have a  b i g  f e a s t .  
xob q u a j  n roo  ntws R o l l i n g  thunder .  

nroog Thick ly  i n h a b i t e d  a r e a ,  l a r g e  c i t y  ( l u b ) .  
l u b  n i a g  nroog The c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y .  

n r o o j  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
h a i s  ceev n r o o j  To speak f o r c i b l y ,  conv inc ing ly .  

n roos  Used i n  two word combinat ions  a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  
v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r .  ( c f  Appendix 8 ) . 

t u a j  nrawv nroos  Many coming one a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  
paub s i b  nrawg nroos  To know e q u a l l y  w e l l .  

n r u  The uvu la  ( t u s )  . 
n r u  q a i j  (The uvu la  t o  one s i d e )  Cannot speak 

c l e a r l y .  

n rug  Separa ted  from, hav ing  s e p a r a t e d .  
n rug  lawm S e p a r a t e d  ( a s  of boards  s h r i n k i n g ,  e t c . )  
qhov t s e v  n rug  Crack i n  t h e  w a l l  of  a  house.  
n rug  zog Disconnec t ,  s e p a r a t e  ( c o n t r .  ' t w b ' )  

( a s  o f  a  s w i t c h ,  e t c .  ) . 
nyob nrug  deb L i v i n g  a p a r t ,  l i v i n g  a t  some d i s t a n c e .  
kev n rug  deb F a r  away from, s e p a r a t e d  f a r  away. 

1. n r u j  T a u t ,  drawn t i g h t  ( c o n t r .  ' t a u g '  ) . 
h l u a  n r u j  A t i g h t  rope.  
mob n r u j  n r u j  li Swollen and h a r d  a r e a .  
kua m i s  n r u j  t u a j  Of a  woman's b r e a s t  milk  coming 

i n ,  b r e a s t s  h a r d  w i t h  milk .  

2.  n r u j  Of an i n t e n s e  and impetuous n a t u r e .  
s i a b  n r u j  s i a b  heev I m p a t i e n t ,  impetuous,  i n t e n s e .  

3 .  n r u j  A two word r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  
' n r i s  ' ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

ncaws n r u j  n r i s  Nodding t h e  head.  
nyo n r u j  n r i s  Bending o v e r .  
t s a u g  zog n r u j  n r i s  Nodding i n  s l e e p .  

4 .  n r u j  
ua n r u j  n r i a j  Near t o  d e a t h .  

n r u a  A s m a l l  bamboo s t i c k  s p l i t  a t  one end,  used a s  an 
i n s t r u m e n t  t o  make n o i s e  t o  chase  c h i c k e n s ,  
e t c .  ( r a b ) .  

1. nruab  Midst ,  middle ,  c e n t e r  ( c f .  ' n r a b ' ) .  
n ruab  n rab  Middle,  c e n t e r ,  mids t .  
nyob nruab n r a b  I n  t h e  m i d s t ,  i n  t h e  middle .  
nruab hnub Daytime, i n  t h e  day ,  d u r i n g  t h e  day. 
nyob nruab t h i a b  I n  t h e  womb, unborn babe. 
i b  t x h i s  n ruab  t h i a b  From b i r t h ,  from t h e  womb on. 
n q a i j  nruab n r a g  Game, w i l d  meat.  
nruab nqhuab On land .  
n ruab  deg On t h e  s e a  (t .  c .  ) 
cov nruab zog Those i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  ( t . c . )  
nyob nruab h l i  Of a  woman d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  month 

a f t e r  c h i l d b i r t h .  

2 .  nruab F l a t t e n e d  o u t  bamboo. 
t s o o  nruab To c r u s h  bamboo f l a t .  
t s u a v  nruab To s p l i t  and f l a t t e n  bamboo f o r  weaving 

i n t o  w a l l s  and f l o o r s ,  e t c .  

3 .  nruab 
nruab xaub A t y p e  of  t r a p  f o r  game. A p i t  i s  

p r e p a r e d  on a  game t r a i l  and s e t  w i t h  sharpened  
bamboo s p e a r s .  I t  is  t h e n  covered w i t h  a  s p l i t  
bamboo c o v e r i n g  and e a r t h  s o  t h a t  an an imal  
w i l l  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  p i t  unawares.  

nruag T. c .  from ' n r u a s '  ( c f .  ' n r u a s '  ) . 
1. nruam To r e a p  w i t h  a  s m a l l  cu rved  i n s t r u m e n t  c a l l e d  a  

' vuv '  h e l d  i n  t h e  palm of  t h e  hand. 
nruam n p l e j  To r e a p  r i c e  i n  t h i s  way. 
nruam noob yeeb To r e a p  opium seed  i n  t h i s  way. 

2 .  nruam To o m i t ,  t o  s k i p  o v e r ,  t o  l e a v e  o u t .  
Txhob nruam i b  hnub. Don' t  s k i p  a  day. 
Txhob nruam i b  yam li. Don' t  omit  any. 

n ruas  A drum o r  a , g o n g .  ( l u b )  
n t a u s  n r u a s  To b e a t  a  drum o r  gong. 
n r u a s  t u a g  A d e a t h  drum, drum h e a t e n  a t  d e a t h .  
n ruas  neeb A gong used i n  s p i r i t  r i t e s .  
qws n r u a s  Drumstick,  s t i c k  t o  b e a t  a  gong ( t u s ) .  
t s a  q e e j  n ruag  ( t . c . )  To b e g i n  p l a y i n g  t h e  p i p e s  

and b e a t i n g  t h e  drum a t  a f u n e r a l .  

n ruav  
Txhob nruav.  Don ' t  mention it. ( o r  it might happen!) 

1. nrwb To seek  a f t e r ,  t o  h u n t .  
mus nrwb n q a i j  To go h u n t i n g .  
mus nrwb t u b  s a b  To h u n t  f o r  t h i e v e s .  
mus nrwb h l u a s  nkau j  To s e e k  a f t e r  young l a d i e s .  



2 .  nrwb Used w i t h  ' n r a i m '  a s  a  two word p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i -  
f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8, p .  469) . 

ua nrwb nraim To d o  p e r f e c t l y  accord ing  t o  p a t t e r n .  
n c a j  nrwb nraim P e r f e c t l y  s t r a i g h t .  

nrwg S lack  (of r o p e ,  e t c . )  ( c f .  ' t a u g ' )  . 
nrws To b o r e ,  t o  make a  h o l e  i n  a  t u b e ,  e t c .  

nrws pobn tseg  To p i c k  t h e  e a r ,  t o  c l e a n  t h e  e a r .  

n r h a  
maj mam n r h a  To go abou t  s lowly  ( a s  i n  endeavor ing  

t o  c a r e  f o r  o n e s e l f  when ill and w i t h  no o t h e r  
h e l p ) .  

nrhab Bur ( l u b )  , p r i c k l y  s e e d  pods t h a t  c l i n g  t o  c l o t h i n g .  
l o  l o  nrhab Burs c l i n g i n a  t o  c l o t h i n g .  
plhws nrhab To b rush  o f f  t h e  b u r s .  

nrhav A s p e c i e s  of  thorny t r e e  ( t u s )  . 
1. nrhau The r i b s  i n  an umbre l l a  ( t u s )  . 

t u s  nrhau kaus Umbrella r i b .  

2 .  n rhau  The u p r i g h t  r i b s  around which t h e  l e n g t h s  of  bamboo 
o r  r a t t a n  a r e  woven i n  b a s k e t  making. 

n rhau  kawm ( t u s )  The r i b s  of a  b a s k e t .  

nrhawj R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
t u  n rov  nrhawj Sound of  a  s t r a n d  of  rope  b r e a k i n g .  
t u  n rov  n r h i j  nrhawj Sound o f  s e v e r a l  s t r a n d s  of  

r o p e  t e a r i n g  ( c f .  ' n r o v ' ) .  

nrhawv R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  used w i t h  
' n r h u j '  ( c f .  ' n r h u j '  Also c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

n rheev  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
sawv nrheev  To s t a n d  s t r a i g h t  up ( c f .  ' n t s u g ' ) .  
sawv n r h u j  n rheev  To s t a n d  up w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t o  

s t a n d  s lowly  ( a s  o f  an i n f a n t  j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t o  
w a l k ) .  

n r h i j  R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  w i t h  ' n r h a w j . '  
( c f .  ' n r h a w j ' ) .  

n r h i a v  To s e e k ,  t o  s e a r c h  f o r .  
Koj mus n r h i a v  i b  l u b  pobzeb l o j  l o j .  Go and look 

f o r  a  l a r g e  s t o n e .  

nrho R e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  
Note: T h i s  word adds t h e  i d e a  o f  completed o r  f i n i s h e d  

a c t i o n .  
t a g n r h o  Ended, f i n a l ,  comple te ly .  
zoo t agnrho  Completely good, b e s t  q u a l i t y .  
t u  nrho P a r t e d  i n  two, broken.  
t u  s i a v  n rho  To d i e .  
t u  s i a b  nrho Highly o f fended .  
txhua n r h o  A l l ,  comple te ly .  
t x i j  n r h o  Reaching t o .  
de  n r h o  Pee led  o f f .  
h a i s  l u s  n rho  n r h u j  nrhawv Slow of  speech ( c f  . ' t a ' j  ) . 

nrhoob Leggings ,  p u t t e e ,  l e g  wrappings  ( c l f .  ' t x h a i s  ' ) . 
r a u  nrhoob To p u t  on l e g  wrappings .  

n r h u j  A r e s t r i c t e d  p o s t  v e r b a l  i n t e n s i f i e r  used i n  connec t ion  
w i t h  o t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e r s .  ( c f .  Appendix 8 ) .  

sawv n r h u j  n rheev  ( c f .  ' n r h e e v '  ) . 
( a )  h a i s  l u s  n r h u j  nrhawv Slow o f  speech ( c f  . ' t a j  ' ) . 
( b )  h a i s  l u s  n rho  n r h u j  nrhawv Slow of  speech  

( c f .  ' t a j ' ) .  

3 .  n rhau  To p u t  f o r t h  r o o t s  ( n o t  a s  common a s  ' h l a v '  ) . 
( a )  h l a v  cag To p u t  f o r t h  r o o t s .  
( b )  n rhau  cag  To p u t  f o r t h  r o o t s .  
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