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tries that proved incapable of or unwilliag ta shelter all of them, they were bown aa 
boat people. They s d  to ba the ultimate c a d t i e s  of the W.S. defeat in V i e t  Ham. 

Peasants a d  fisherfolk, -11 sbpkeepers & tradaxs, as well as fo- soldiers of ~aigon's 
nrarg, they fled the oppressive Hanoi reg- in Imcreasiuq nlmpbers. the exodus was joined 
by hundreds of tbOttsands of emfe Chinese, who w e  muted f r a  their ancestral hmes in Viet 
Nam in the spring of 1978 during a fierce oatburst of a n t i - C b s e  racism by Hanoi. W e  than 
a quarter of a m i l l i o n  people left V f e t  Ham by bont---st of children-are blioed 
to have perished at sea because passing ships refasad to help them,  or A s h  governments de- 
nied them haven, For 3&L,000 aumiving boat people, there s m  to b po better promet 
thaD intexmhmble months 4 fetid %olding centersm in Tbiland, Halaysia, Xia&nesia and Hong 
lbng. Even today, the bobbing skiffs that still flea V f e t  M m  are prey to ruthless Thai pira- 
tea who rape the awrs%n and pl& the refug~es' belongings-In m e  d-ted ease, even tbe 
gold fillimgs frola their teeth. 

A t  tha end of 1980, m e r ,  for a majority of the Viatnamatse boat people the horreadous 
saga of suffering ba8 to a halt. ~ r d i n g  ta the tmited mtions High Mssionar for 
Uftqaes, by the tara of the year =re than 300,000 V i e w s e  had been -tly settled 
in the Uest. Though 60,000 still remain in Southeast A s h  camps, +be reset--t record fs 
impressive. The u.S. tops list of countries that have accepted the V i e w m e  b t  people 
w i t h  185,000, followed by Canada, w i t h  46,000, and AnstraCiu, w i t h  38,000, mance has taken 
in 9,000, in addition to 62,000 other -st Bsian refugees. The r e m a h h g  bat: pople  
are scattered in various other Western Eut- countries, f m  Italy to Ibrwap. 

The =st qrehensive and possibly =st successful effort to integrate the Vi-se has 
been W e  by the Bustralians, Their campaign, in fact, represemts a radial  break w i t h  their 
once notorious "white Australia' policy. arrival the refttgees a m  bused i n  w t -  
run hnstels for four ~onths to a pear, There they study English and attend orientation class- 
es. mat get jobs quickly a d  ke@p -. AustralIan eaployers find the refugees -ptiun- 

hard-mrkhg and stable. - U s  &Umme Social 1Jo*ker Phillfp Bemnmt "my*ve * sa the obs+acles of  their eseape, getting into a refugee canp and being accepied ae imi- 
grants in Australia. Noar they've won their freedam. 

Iu -, Prsnce * s reception of refugees has been impressively warn and -11 organized, 
laxgely as a result of stxong public pressure. Stirred by the plight of the bost m l e  and 
by their old wlwrialbands to Indochina, the Preneh have admitted 71,000 Czdmdhms, laotians 
and Vie-se. Meed, 35,000 of the Induchirlese in Prance are not even regarded as refugees 
but as FYench nati#als ppbo are entitled to repatriatian. The ne-rs apand their first 
awmths ia 4 1  resettlement centers that provide thela with R:enah language lesms, clothing, 
spending -y and other necessLties, Jabs, however, have been bnrd ta fiad in a tlm of em- 
nrslie --. In spite of efforts to di s t r iba te  the refugees around the country, about half 
have congregated in Paxis. Still, w i t h  a population of 53 mlllion, including 4 million m- 
grants from southern Europe and Blorth Africa, France is proud of its record. Says Social 
Wnrker Isabelle Bnmpf: 'Taking in refugees is not a part-timne job. It is oftem a draiaing 
and frustrating task, but it is amazing how many fail ies and comunities have met #e chal- 

In Canada, the bat  people can therak private organizations and individuals who responded 
td the crisis. 'Per capita, Canada did aa mch as or more than other countries because scr 
many people &ciW it was the right thing to do," says Kirk Bell, executive director of inmi- 
gratiott f o r  Ottawaws Federal U s t r y  of mplopemt a d  Xmigratiorr. The Ottawa government 
has provided air transportatim that the refugees must ultizlately repay- Private sponsorship 

personal involvemaat 
amow Canadians has given an enrotionid boQst 






