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The Hrnong 
"Really. lhc kids are ping to b? * mi- Their hancs in the rnomtaln ranges near tht 

vors." Vang -Id. *'I thlnk mlhing Is as i m w t  Vietnamese brder  of taos made the Hmong 
as edwatim. We CMLPIder thal B UY h Y  of valuable alIies to the ~ r & b  in the '50s. and thtn 
v i n g  UK h r  I am jusl thelr ears and e m ,  the United Stales. 
m~ that they can ma& UK xhOob and sn thr In 1975. the Patkt tao came into p e r  and a are b i dgi ng -I un k- tnrir -:, pmgrarn ot what many mnslder genocide ennted. 

These refugee5 make up j u !  one smal! sliver imluding mdesprrad. lelhai use at rnycotoxm. or 
of thc cwnty 's  more than 11.000 Southeast Asian "yellow rain." 

the culture gap refugees. which include Vietnamese, ethnic Before l m ,  mere were abwt XB.m Hmong 
Chinese, ethnic L o .  the Hmmg from tam, and wt o l  3 million hotians. Abut a third have left 
CambodIan6 the country. 

Roughly 62.W Hmong have resettred in lhis So one knows just Mu. many are left. Some 
country wlh more lban a thlrd living In CaIifOr- estirnaw Lba: as many as 70.W~ have k e n  killed 

new allure Lo Lraditlonal lrses a h m d  - farming nja, Roughly 4.m have serfled in rhe Sacrament0 by cornrnuol:.backwl lorces W i n g  revenge. Or. 
v~ lh  kilchen ~mplcmeots, trying to cwk in area, pan~cularly a m d  the Lemon Hill a m ,  m a grim accounling of the costs 01  aillance, for 
bathtubs and r a w  chickens in avcns. Rancho Cordova and R io  Linda Commund e v e v  American life saved ronc way lhe Hmang 

Bndglng lhe cuilure gap is part ot Vang'~ jdI assisted lhe L S lor- was m Iocallng and 
as a trans~uon speclalll, Vang, unlike rnwt of  IS rescuing douned pilots> somewhem k t w e e n  10 

countrymen, wss cducaled in urban Laotian 

I 
and M Hmong were killed 

xhmls, where he mastered taotian and French To come to the Cnited State. Hmong must 
?A-I Hmong dld not attend s c h l  of any kind Hmongl which meon' jiree hdd c h n l i a i r  atlnting to their former a i l l w e  

Early on in Sen Dtego. alter he war laid of1 men,' has eornd 0 new They must hare ~ o r k e d  lor tfl@ Royal Thai 
lrom tbe s31w lactor)'. I'ang l i n t  worked as an Government. provlde prmf of wmlce lor me 
Interpreter In a health clmtc, explaining symp irony here, where often they t;n~ted Stat-, or be irnrndrate kan to a Uniled 
Iums of exollc d ~ x a s e s  ID untamlliar dactors and 
txpiamng vaccines to cornpatno& who had &er Ore ' O P ~  longwage S ' " ~ ~ ~ % ~ l p i a > - e r  I" Lhtr textbwk hlstop is 
wen a s) r:nge cutturol br iers .  vang. Thousands or r n i k  from u-here he ever 

He then u-orked :n a federally funded vrclal i rnagind he uould k, he sits in the newcomers' 
servlcr agency for severd years. More Its ttsource off~ce ot a Rancho Cordo%-a &ml. He 
lundlng was phased w t .  Hmong gadem flwnsfi on vacant land a1 Franlr- lmks all-Amencan in his  blue jeans. speaking 

,-Then I went !o Portland. where my brolher Iln and 36Lh Avenw English u.rth an acren:. but alw, wlth ease But he 
Ijves. but the snow umas miserable. And an+-aY, 1 I desplalacernent lhal landed the Hrnong here ~s surround& b, arlrlacts of h ~ s  homeland. VIe 
Vlought Cal~fomia IS my home town now." Lrr a slrenge seueng o i  sub& and sbopprng colorful lnmcate needlework ol Hmong uomen. 

So Vang and his Iamlfy, a uiie and fwr malls, rtdm games and new war-e music, has The cullurd rnlz In appearances malches Vang's 
chlldrrn ages 3 month to 6 moved to become a h~storiral pattern. Many were h m  and job, and altitude. 
Sacramenlo Vang's stradding D[ Cultwer, his r a I A  dunng the chaos a1 war in an ama which ..I am a gwbetween for txmo worlds becausr 
h w  lhal h ~ s  children will tnalnmln -mething of w* already a m n d  homeland. The orlglnal one rorld ma) no1 know the other," Vang said "1 
lherr urlglns as well as ltltlng in to a new cllItm. Hrnong people. or M a ,  came from WuIhem am proud to serve my geople, to make i t  easier, 
are reflected in Lbelr name% T-, a Hrnong China, where 11 is estimated a b u l  2 mllllO!I Slill because I came before For many 11 ts llke k i n g  
name meanwig "IrUUI"; Prang, a Lao name live But ma!. emigrated tc Laos about ?MI yean out tn the jmgl t  r.~muI a lent. We are dtlierent. 
rneanlng ~ ' k ~ n d r w d * :  Kalhy and Joshua. ago yrs But, r t % r e  - -  
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The s t a t e  Dep! of Ed Ijos es tabl i shed  
a c l e a r i n g h o u s ~  for, tr,,lir!sl;l re.,?' for::] :  
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I 
Prl ip lr lo  7.asa lug. ! ' a n : b c ~ t l ~ , ~ ! : .  I.ac,, 
~ ? ; c , i  !l'!2<.ilj& . 

T!:e C'eii +er  h.2 11 hcj i.e ' l ip <,r.n!~; :I: - 
g;jr~izt--c.i and i n d e x e d  6- t n p l c  h' 
. J u l ~ . .  A f t e r  ! h a t .  - o u  c . d n  i ~ n d  o u t  
ri ir>r.ms har:e a i r e a d j -  heefi !r;~r!.s- 
l a t e d ,  a n d  request  copips. 
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A c o n f e r e n c e  r e p o r t  of 
r e s e a r c h  rccentlv p re -  
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