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REN Members 2012-13

Refugee Educators’ Network Meeting
Notes: Email meeting 8 Feb 2013

Hello REN members

We need to have annual approval of a few items; we’ll try doing it by email this 
time.

Please return an email with your vote on the following:

1. 	 Approve 2012-2013 Voting List as revised with members’ wish to continue: 
Carol Dunstan, Judy Lewis, Lue Vang, Elizabeth Kirton, Nguyet Tham, 
Nadia Kalinyuk, Gudelia Castillo, Dana Domashuk, Svetlana Ponomarev
*If you wish to have your name removed, please let me know.
APPROVE list to include Carol, Judy, Lue, Elizabeth, Nguyet, Nadia, 
Gudelia, Dana (8 ayes)

2.	 Approve minutes of last meeting (attached)
	 APPROVE minutes (8 ayes)

3.	 Approve 2011-2012 Final Expenditure Report (attached)
	

Beginning Balance 7/1/2011: $32.688 (REN 17,369 + Saturday School 
15,319)
Income:	$17,441.63 (REN 821.63 + Sat Sch 16,620)
Expenditures:	 25,544.63 (REN 3,140.58 + Sat Sch 22,404.05)
Ending Balance 6/30/12: $24,585 (REN 15,309 + Sat Sch 9,276)
The tax filing is attached.
APPROVE 2011-12 Final Expenditure Report (8 ayes)

4.	 Approve 2012-2013 Budget (attached)
Beginning Balance 6/30/12: $24,585 (REN 15,309 + Sat Sch 9,276)
Planned Expenditures: 
REN $3,000 misc/reprint plus 13,309 undesignated)
Sat Sch $20,000 to school district; $400 tax/bank; undesignated 4,876
APPROVE 2012-13 Budget (8 ayes)

5.	 Shall we reprint the Indochinese Cultures book? Junior colleges in the val-
ley still purchase it for classes.
	 APPROVE reprint of Indochinese Cultures book (8 ayes)

INFORMATION

1.	 Website
	 The website has been transferred to a different server and I’m able to 
update it easily. Due to a snafu, the web address reninc.org has been ransomed 
for $3,000, so I changed the address to http://renincorp.org/
	 The site is basically a place to access materials developed by the REN/
SEACRC over time. There are pages for the Saturday Schools, but they haven’t 
been developed very much.
	 Gudelia has developed a wonderful Spanish primer, and I’ve set it up to 



be available from the site:  http://renincorp.org/heritage-language-programs/spanish-saturday-school/
amigos-alfabeticos--book/
	 I’ve also set up all the remaining materials to be purchasable thru PayPal.

2.	 Saturday Schools
	 They’re thriving and still provide a wonderful benefit to the children and their parents. However, 
the district has changed its priorities (budgets being what they are in California), so this year and next 
year will be the final years of the programs.
	 Current status:  Ukrainian 148; Russian 140; Spanish 248 (November 2012)
	 Approximate cost to run: $110,000 per year
	 If the schools operated without district help, there would need to be an additional $40,000, mak-
ing the total $150,000 per year.
	 Cost if entirely tuition supported: $320 per child per year (estimates of students who could con-
tinue with this tuition cost is that there would be too few to make it work).
	 The district still has enough carryover from the Russian/Ukrainian donations to enable that pro-
gram to continue for one more year, until June 2014.  There is no carryover for the Spanish program, so 
it will end June 2013.

You might be interested in these sites:

 http://www.cal.org/heritage/index.html (look for the CAL profile directory)

http://www.nhlrc.ucla.edu/

http://www.nflc.org/

A look at the profiles in the CAL directory shows that our model of program is highly unusual, in that 
district categorical funds are combined with parent tuition. It’s remarkable that the program has contin-
ued for more than 20 years (of course, receipt of a couple million in refugee grant funds helped a lot). 
Highlights are:

Types of heritage language programs (from the CAL profile directory)

·      Ukrainian. 4 programs in database, all community-based (one church), all supported by tuition or 
donations. Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies in Parma OH started in 1955, has 70 students and 
meets 3.5 hrs/wk. The Shevchencko School of Ukrainian Studies in Bethesda MD started in 1968, has 
125 students and meets 4 hrs/wk. The Ukrainian Heritage School in Jenkintown PA has 300 students 
and meets 4.5 hrs/wk.

·      Russian. 42 programs in the database, including high school and college courses for heritage 
speakers. A couple are supported by the Russian government or embassy. Many are church-based. 
There’s a school-based K-12 program in Homer AK. The Pushkin Academy of Russian Heritage in New 
York City was started by 4 Russian-American women in 2005; students get school credit. There are a 
few classes that are associated with university Russian classes (like labs). Most meet 1-3 hours a week.

·      Spanish.  70 programs in the database. Many are school-based (bilingual or immersion programs). 
There’s Grupo Educa in Pasadena CA that started with parents who incorporated as a 501c3 so they 
could use school district facilities (30 stds, 2.5 hrs). Escuela Boliva in Arlington VA started with Bolivian 
parents and the Arlington School sup’t, who helped with 501c3 incorporation; funded by the embassy, 
sponsors, donations, partnerships, foundations (170 stds, 3 hrs).  Check the Argentinian program! 
Doubtful tuition, but maybe program is for upper echelons



Refugee Educators’ Network 
October 14, 2011 

12:00-1:30 pm 
 

6537 St. Edgewood Ct. 
Orangevale, CA 95662 

 
 

Attending: Carol Dunstan, Elizabeth Kirton, Judy Lewis, Lue Vang, Nadia Kalinyuk, Gudelia 
Castillo, Nguyet Tham,  
 
Reviewed and accepted notes from August 6, 2010 
 
I.  Introductions/News  
  
II. Membership 
 
III. Elections and Finances 

A. Adopted voting members for 2011-12:   Lue  moved, Carol seconded, unanimous vote 
 
B. Accepted electronic conference in by laws: Carol Moved, Lue senconded, unamnimous 

vote  
C. Accepted 2010-2011 EOY Report:  Lue moved, Gudelia seconded, unanimous vote   

 
D. Accepted 2011-2012 Budget priorities: Lue moved, Gudelia seconded, unanimous vote   

 
E. Accepted Laptop & software for Nguyet: Lue moved, Gudelai seconded, unanimous 

vote 
 
1. INCOME    $ 28,472 
 (parent donations $25,250  book sales $3,220,  Interest $ 2.00) 
 
2. EXPENDITURES   $27,012 

(Saturday School $26,699 ; REN $313) 
 
3. BALANCE FORWARD  $32,688 

(Sat School $ 15,319, REN $ 17,369) 
 

IV. Accept 2011-2012 proposed budget 
 
1. INCOME: Accept parent donations for Community Heritage Language Programs, 

provide subgrant to Folsom Cordova to offset community instructor costs. Estimate 
$25,000.  

2. Book sale estimate $1,000 
 
3. PROPOSED EXPENDITURES:  

a. Laptop & Software   $ 2,500 
b. Website hosting   $ 1,000 



c. Income tax preparation   $    500 
d. Postage & supplies   $    300 
e. Miscellaneous  Sat Sch $    500 
f. Undesignated   REN            $14,569 
g. Undesignated  Sat Sch   $4,619 

 
4. Motion to approve proposed budget for 2011-2012 

Nadia moved; Carol seconded, unanimous vote 
 

5. Next meeting: August 2012 (date: TBD) 
 

6. Other: E-Book?  
 

 
 



 
 

2011-2012 END OF YEAR BUDGET 
 Adopted 10/14/11 TO DATE 6/30/12 
 Sat. 

School 
REN Sat. 

School 
REN 

     
Carryover 7/1/11 15,319 17,369 15,319 17,369 
     
Income     
     •Parent donation Sat. School 25,000  16,620  
     •Book sales    1,000  819 
     •Interest    3 
Total income 40,319 18,369 31,939 18,191 
     
Expenses     
     •Sat. School 35,000  20,000  
     •Website   1,000  360 
     •Computer&Backup harddisk  2,500    2,070 
     •Taxes, Prep 200      100  
     •Subscriptions        20  
     •Postage & Supplies  300       107 
     •Bank Charge 200  159  
     •Miscellaneous  300  2,384 345 
     •Undesignated 4,619 14,569   
Total Expenses 35,700 3,800 22,663 2,882 
     
Carryover 7/1/12   9,276 15,309 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2012-2013 PROPOSED REN BUDGET 
 Adopted 7/15/12 TO DATE 12/12/12 
 Sat. 

School 
REN Sat. 

School 
REN 

     
Carryover 7/1/12 9,276 15,309 9,276 15,309 
     
Income     
     •Parent donation Sat. School 16,000  12,320  
     •Book sales  1,000  1,730 
     •Interest     
Total income 25,276 16,309 21,596 17,039 


























