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This month’s issue contains legends,

 folktales, teaching stories, and proverbs
- from many of the different ethnic groups

who are often lumped together as “South-
cast Asian” or “Indochinese”. [As a rule,
Southeast Asia refers to nine countries: In-
donesia, the Philippines, Malaysia,
Singpore, Burma, Thailand, Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos; sometimes itis 11
countries, adding Portuguese Timor and
Brunei. Indochinese, on the other hand,
generally refers to the former French
Indochina, or Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
(the only refugee-producing countries in
the region under current US policy). Ina
wider context, Indochina includes Burma,
Thailand and Malaysia.]

In looking for things to include in this
issue, we were intrigued by the number of
origin tales that include a flood, and the
subsequent marriage of a brother and a

-sister. Although only the Hmong and
_ Khmu versions are included here, the

Chinese and Mien also have floods, broth-
ers and sisters in their origin tales.
. There are a couple of teaching-type

L 'tales from Cambodia and Vietnam, and a

story from Chinese that helps explain an
idiom used in the language. Here and
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Legends and Tales

there you will find proverbs and saymgs

When possible, we included boththe - -

English and the native language versions.
Unfortunately, not all the English
translations were completed by ‘insiders”
altering the “flavor ” of the Enghsh
rendition. :
However, in two of the stories itis
possible to glimpse differences in the use
of text. Compare the Vietnamese tale with

the Khmu tale. Both of these were trans-

lated by insiders. The Khmu tale’s transla-
tion is deliberately faithful to the original =
oral text’s structure. Look at the wayin
which the story encourages memory—~the
story elements are repeated several times,
and there is a cadence that is different
from written text. In the Khmu version
there is undoubtedly a verse structure or
rhyme pattern that helps organize what is
said and how it’s said. ,
Now look at the the Vietnamese-
written English translation. The back-
ground of formal education, partlcularly
in a European tradition, is evident in the
way the story is written. The structure of
the paragraphs, the loglcal sequernces, and

the general prose style is familiar to

(go to page 16), v
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carrled her baby to him an "’ sald
“Venerable Sir, from wh
ou come’ What do you wxsh’?’f

ig the mannered speech ! m

-—"'fMadam, 1 hark from th

- ';15 always sxck. He
‘ ";tlme —

ghif that he was ar'

everence, she

"Reverend Sir, I

_ many doctor_s, but

The young wxdow begg,
Reverend Sir, do help us, for Iz am
alone and I have no husband.

Then the scoundrel t;cﬂ
to prepare a slathorbysay
incense, candles and bananas. Whe

- the widow had arranged everything,

y altar with inoeﬁsg, candles and ban:

~she invited the scoundrel to sit i




that you take your ba

When you set you

pounder of the tha
will be afraid of
a It - E







I nivzt ou2 puz tui®

|| horse’s mouth

11 hud t'ou? she? wei®

cow-——head«—not——ftt——herse‘f_

|l acows head does . ot ﬁt th_ 4,

| unrelated; unconnected l//OQ‘I— -
al or :mproper relat;onsh/p

afrog at the bottom of a well
| an ill-informed and uneducated _
person

T ¥ IE B

tiger——head—snake—teil

head of the tlger tall of the
snake : ~
with a fine start but a poor
ggish - =

About the Mlen Charter

~ As Sky and Earth became distinct from
one another P'an Ku'’s body expanded
~toform the Universe. His work occu-
"i pied 18,000 years, during which he

E;;heavens and the earth t‘fhimsett increas
~ ing in stature day by day, being daily sxx
: feet taller than the day before. When
~ his work was finished, he died. His
_ head became the mountains, his breath

ht  the wind and clouds, his voice the
thunder, his limbs the four quarters of
— the earth, his blood the rivers, hisflesh =~
|| the soil, his beard the constellations, his -
_ skin and hair the plants and trees, his
teeth, bones and marrow the metal,
1 rocks, ‘and precious stones his sweat
|| the rain, and the insects creepmg over
|| his body the human beings....

|| but abrother and his sister, the human -
- race was restored by the brother 5
mamage to his sxster :

|| nese Emperor King P'ing promised hi
~ daughter to anyone who could rid him

- dog named P'an Hu, a familiar Court =~
. pet, succeeded, and brought back: ng»
- Kao’s head to the Emperor. The dog

|| duced twelve children, sixboys andsix
| girls. Eachof them took @ spouse, and

|| this was the beglnmng ot the twelve S
|| Mienclans.

- _ which made P'an Hu a king [King P'an,
1| or Pien hung in modern Mien]. This
~ Charter also exempted all the descen
1| dants of the twelve children from taxe

~_and gave them permanent freedom t
-~ cultivate “by the sword and fire” alt th
~_mountains of the Emptre ;;3 ‘

iw;vvm{:ﬁxé“io' Nb.ez:_ April,

The world was created by P an Ku‘ :

formed the sun, moon and stars the

After a umversal ﬂood that ktlled att -

Fsve hundred years B C the Cht- 5;' =

King Kao, his enemy. A ﬁve—cotored

and Princess were married, and pro-

King P'ing issued an ampenal edlct .

(to page 11) .




. ;Hmong Folk T. ales,
 Retoldin ESL,

| Johnson, ©1981. .
| St.Paul MN:

| Macalester

_ College. Story

‘Written Hmong:

o - Doua Yang.

~ Se Yang and Tou ;

| Translation: Tou
~ Doua Yangand

age 6 Context Southeast A,sz'bans-invCélifornia :

» A long t1m :go, the rivers and
, oceans ﬂooded the earth. :

~ All the people and animals were
rowned except one brother and sister.
:They were safe in a wooden drum.

The sky people said to each other,
‘f"What’s making t thrs n01se7 What ;
fhappened?” -

rum. They saw the flood. They said,

= :‘”Let s throw spears at the earth and

- ,‘ake holes in 1t, so the water can drain

- The drum fmally bumped against

knew they had landed.
- They gotoutand looked around.

~ There were no animals, no people. The
~ wereall alone. They sald “What can
. 497"

_ Then the brother satd "Marry me.

7 We can have children. We can make

The sister said, "You know I cannot
at" ~
ut he asked her again, and she

: = said no. He asked her again and again.
‘Edited by Charles o

Finally, the girl said, “If you want

1o marty me, you ‘throw an stone down
o the mountain, Ill throw one down too.
 Ifthe stones go back up the mountain,

| teller: MayYang.  then I'll marry you.”

So they threw the stones down the
mountam ‘
- At night, the brother carrred the

~ stones back up the mountam and

o pIaced them together -

~ saw the stones, she said, ”We are

’ ,' brother and sister. But these stones
~ camebackup the mountam ‘They a
o together So, if you want me to marr
- you, I will be your wife.”

- together

o ke ‘water rose hrgher and hlgher -
: ‘f'}When the drum bumped into the land

o of the sky it made a noise: ntoo-ntoo! it up and threw it away. They scat-

“tered the pieces everywhere.

' ’became Hmong Vang Some fell

~ Then they Iooked out and saw the :
‘Thao clan. Some fell on the rice bi

the ground and the brother and sister '

~ alone anymore.

- The next morning, when the 51ster

And the two marned and hved: :

The wife got pregn nt.
- But her baby was not a real b
It had no arms or legs. It was roun -
like a stone. She and her husband cut

Some fell in the garden

weeds and grass—they became

they became Hmong Cha. Some

pteces fell. -
The next day, the v1t1 ! ge

fires. Smoke cameo t of
And all the ammals and insect
there. .

The brother and sxster weren

Ntov ntoo saib ceg qhuav
Tuav ncuav saib qab—nthab

chop-tree-watch- branch dry v
pound-sticky rice cake-watch loft

When you chop the tree, took out for”'f
dry branches overhead; o
When you pound rice for nce~cakes -
look out for the loft. ‘ "

(Think before you speak.)







Hagathe oAl Sl e

i

1av,nookeo ht :
Me’ koo al neeq sah 6m pél
root hloo baan, hloo mwa







They made
for themseive”

They beg_ \
,trad1t10ns

: comes up along bhe Nam Tha
' Evervthmg was arranged

Mzas Thousand Hats comes




They have pens

i ’J‘des, cow hldes smce they are
y sewed them into a boat
- vfthey used wood. i
J’So they went, the elder brother and
the younger brother (they say we '_ :
,’;Kmhmu are under the Lao). =
~ Oneday they had aboat race,and
‘ urs 1t sank down, sank down under
he water, the Kmhmu boat made of
hides. It,;became heavier and heavier.
, nto the water it sank and they called; =
- oulferfelpfromthelan. ' ¢
 “Yes, if you agree to be our servants, that =

you will be our servants, that you wzl, e ;

below us, then we will help you out”
“Oh, we agree, we agree.” Heh heh

o heh heh S ,.

- b a’t.’ ,They came

in TanE boat

"»'always unfortunate, nght from the
<sftart. :

- (from page 5) e

‘Amencans al} of :

~ tops where they cultivated dry rice. A
" i few years later the Empire suffered
~ great drought that lasted three year‘
;ﬁ,"ﬁNerther rice nor other grain was leftin =~
~__the public storehouses The deepest P
., ponds went dry and not the smallest
2 ripple was left in which a carp could
: swim. Firewood caught light of itself,

_ and dry iogs began to smoulder. The :
& hearts of our people were troubled o

_ There was no way in which they could S
~ make aliving. They ate anything they .
s could find. The people fought each
e *"'kother for survival. Sadness rergned it

~ allhearts. The Blessed Descendants of
~ the Twelve Yao Clans could stand it no
~longer. After much thought they decrded
- fa try crossrng the lakes and seas ‘
- They planned the course so that after =
__seven days and seven nrghts they
- would come to shore in a new place

= were nowhere. The Blessed Descen-
_dants of the Twelve Yao Clans ~
_searched the heavens, but saw no way
- out. They looked overboard into the
__ocean, but the water was too deep.
~ They feared that evil winds would blow
them to the gate of the Dragon ngs of
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I'm saying that the Kmhmu Were

Sooooo the story goes

n the 14th century, there was a
great flood in China and the lVlren left.
their nce-frelds for the 80, 000 mountar

- But after three months at sea, they

the Five Seas.
Since the beginning of trme ng

P’an had sent the Five Horsemen to
~ save the people. So he would surely
~ save the Twelve Descendants of the

_'}'Twelve Yao Clans.

They prepared money from whrte »
e page_rs)}.,




ou east Aszans in Calzfomza

- The Sto of
Betel Leaf and
Areca Nut-

Once upon a hme, the Cao famﬂy

had two sons who looked very much

e. The elder son was called Tan

e younger one was Lang
When Tan was eighteen and Lang
eventeen, their parents died.

eft by themselves, their fraternal
ove became deeper than ever.

One day, the Luu family took the
wo brothers home to look after then
nd to provided them with adequate

assmtance to continue their schoohng

Seeing that the brothers were of

good character, the Luu family allowed
eir daughter to marry the older

small path mto a

orest, and fmally he
,“\\\\ reached the bank of a
stream. In the cold dew
of the late night, Lang.
died of exhaustion, and
then turned into a lump
of limestone.

When Tan saw
that his younger
brother was missing, he
was filled with remorse
and became extremely
worrled Finally, he
decxded to leave home
to find his brother. He,
too, followed the path
into the forest and
eventually, he stopped
at the bank of a stream

@‘; ‘He sat on a lump of

/= limestone and cned

Truyen Tr,au‘ Cau

N, gudi con dau t1en tze
ngud1 con sau ten Lang

nha ho Lwuu cho thwng tmh dem
nu01 va cho #n hoc

Thay hai anh em co tmh tmh
hien Ianh nha ho Luu cho ngud1
con ga1 cua minh sanh duyen cung i
ngum anh. 5 ";k
Sau khl lap g1a dmh ng'uc nh
on thi gid

N g’lidl em cam thay buo
Mo’c ngay kxa khong chx noi. 7
don, ngu01 em 1an theo dudng mon; -
di vao rung, va sau cung dtmg 1a1
bén mdt bd su01 Bem khuya :
sudng lanh, nthdi e kiét stc chet, -
roi hoa thanh mot tang da vo1

Thay em vang nha ngudl anh
day an han va Vo cung lo lang
Cudi cung ngudx anh quyet dmh bo
nha di tim ngudi em. Ngudz anh
cung theo 18i mon di- Vao r\mg, va
sau cung dung lai ben mét bd suo1 .
Nguci anh ng01 trén tang da Vo1 N
khoc cho dén khi chet réi hoa - J“‘




vedding ceremont




the White Parasol.
| Edited by René de
. - Berval mcollaborahon thh

Transiated into Engish by. st
clssier. du ﬁ'tos A};exand:r -

‘e . Contex aufheast Aszans m Cahforma

| h-e‘Begm»nmg

e Civiliza on has not yet made rts
‘appearance; men live by hunting and

,'them several times without success.

_ by causing a flood. The three Khuns

B 11t hemselves floating house.

. He ven, offer the Phya Theng their
:apologms and obtain permission to
';‘remam w1th hlm ,

- After a certain Iapse of nme the ".
ﬂood begms to subsxie and the Earth

‘beg to be allowed to return to the
Lower Land (muong lum): on taking

them with a buffalo.

~ The three Khuns settled at Na Noi

= )[Muong Theng] and with the help of

illion Elephanis and of their buffalo they began to lay out rice

fields. But at the end of three years, the

_buffalo died. -~

- Frcm his nostrils there sprang a
creepmg plant that bore three pump-

kins. These fruits grew to be

enormous. When they were ripe a

loud noise was heard inside them. Pu

Lan Xong took a piece of red-hot iron

~ and pierced a hole in the Pumpkins:

,:lmmedlately crowds of men came

_ pouring out. There were so many of

~ them that the opening was too narrow

to allow them through; seeing this, the

Khun seized a chisel and cut new

- l‘i'ongm of the two races that peop

: ;1oned and wear thelr hair s;h

‘ ,““«cwlhzmg the Sons of the Pumpkin. He
~ taught them how to build houses, he
_explained the marriage and funeral
. rites, the respect due to parents and th
- cult of the ancestors. But these men
-soon multiplied to such an extent ha
- the three Khuns no longer sufflced to

fishing. The Phya Theng wishes fora \' -
share of their prey; he dema ds it of -

- 'Deeply angered, he takes his revenge_j};

~ had forseen this catastrophe and had -
e waters they arrive in
- Ku and Khun Kon—but they erea

~ appears once more. The three Khuns

leave of them the Phya Theng presents

’fepemngs for the them Such is th

- Khun Pu Lan Xong then set’

govern them. In answer to the praye
_the Phya Theng, or Fa Kun .S
‘to Earth three others—Ta

failure; so he called them bac énd
sent in their place hlS own scm K :
Borom.

[fmm Loms Finol's French translanon, ,
: ~ in Legendary Origins” in
mgdom af I_aos, by Rene de Ber

il iR i

Khun Borom

to be the wives of hxs seven sons o
The elephant upon which he rode to -
Earth, a gift from his father had died o
three years after his arnval He made
the tusks into seven pieces and gave
them to his children; he divided up th i
other precious ob]ects he hadbrought
with him. -
Next he divided —the 1mmepsef .
crowds of people into Seveh’groups
and gave one of his sons to each of
them as King. : :
On an auspicious day, hesum- =~
moned his seven sons and their wxyes,’
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( from page 1)

Amerxcan teachers.

- Listening to an old woman tell thxs
story would likely be similar to listening to
the Khmu story. Think of the differences in
the way you fell your child a bedtime story
(say, the Three Little Pigs) as opposed to
how it sounds when you read it aloud. To
‘which rendition does your child pay closest
attention? Dr. Seuss capitalizes on this oral
style in his stories. Oral and written forms
are quite different, but often in school we
assume that chxldren are familiar with
both. There are stylistic conventions that -
need to be taught directly, and children
from homes without written text need -
plenty of exposure. For one thing, chﬂdren
need to know that important elements will
not be repeated many times; the listener/
reader has to be alert to recognize and
remember which are the important 1deas

 Students will not be able to mimic thxs
style in composition writing automatically.
One remedy is to provide lots and LOTS of
reading—the style and syntax will be
analyzed and processed by the brain and
when asked to produce, there will be
something to produce. The other remedy,
mose useful for older students, is to teach -
the written style explicitly (explaining the
unwritten “rules” of written English), and
to compare oral and written styles.

Read througk the Khmu translation
again—now imagine how American
history could be taught in this form...

(from page 11)

paper, and made ready three ammals
for a major sacrifice. They beseeched
the Pantheon of the Ancestors thelr
Foundmg Ancestor and the Forebears
and the Five Banners of Horsement
turn their heads to face them. They
made a written promise to ho!d a great -
ceremony if these Holy Benngs would
enter their ships and protect the
Blessed Descendants of the Twelve
Yao Clans.
- After this, before three days had
passed the ships found their proper
course. The waters opened a way and
brought the vessels to the shore, the
horses to the streets. They settled
down in Kwangtung province in the
Lochang province. Next, according to
a verse in the Yao ritual book,
One party went ahead to the Hu
Kwang region;
And another moved off towards
Kweichow;
A third tried to f/nd a z‘emto:y in
Kwangsi:
Where the mountains are W/de there
- can be no concern.
And there are still mountazns on the
borderlands of Yunan'

Context will begm a new mailing list in September
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