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Should Nalini get married at the age of 14?

Nalini set out the curry, rice and chapatis for her father and her older
brother, Gautam, in the cramped family dress shop. Then she went to the
back to brew their sweet tea and wipe the gritty dust from her feet. The
monsoon rains couldnít come too early in north-west India; all the veg-
etable gardens of  her village were parched, shriveled as she had never seen
them before. Rajiv, her future husband, whom she had met along the road
with one of  his sisters, said he was worried about his crops. He had frowned
all the way through their brief  meeting; it made him look ugly.

Not that he was ever handsome like her brother Gautam... She was try-
ing to like Rajiv, but it was hard. Even though he and his sister had been in
his new truck, he hadn’t offered to take her to her father’s shop despite the
awful heat. Also, Rajiv was 29, more than twice Nalini’s age, and when he
talked to her—which, of  course, he could never do before their marriage
unless members of  his family or hers were present—spoke as if  she were a
child. But she did have to admit that his eyes were very fine, even beauti-
ful—and that they lit up when he saw her.

She joined her father and Gautam. A new shipment of  saris had arrived:
the silks, cottons and synthetic fabrics lay on the counter helter-skelter. “I
bumped into Rajiv and his sister on the way,” she told them.

“A good man,” said Gautam. “He will take good care of  you.  He will
treat you like a princess—like the princess you are.”

Her father nodded in agreement, pushing aside his plate.  Nalini loved
Gautam even more than she loved their father.  She loved the encourage-
ment he gave her, even though he sometimes behaved as if  she were still a
baby. Her mother had told her that all older brothers were like that—even
long after their younger sisters had become mothers five times over. But
Nalini felt that despite the huge difference in their ages, Rajiv should treat
her as her father treated her mother—with respect. She might never be as
wise as her mother, but if  Rajiv felt that her thoughts were worth hearing—
as her parents and Gautam often did—she might come up with some ideas
that he might like. “Oh, Gautam,” she sighed, “if  only Rajiv were more like
you and Pappa...”

“Nalini, you know Pappa doesn’t like that attitude. You can’t really know
Rajiv yet,” said her brother. “When you enter his home as his bride three
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months from now—”
“He’ll shut me up in that house, he and his

mother!” she heard herself  saying, to her own
surprise. Normally, she would never say such a
thing to either of  her parents—certainly not her
father.  A hush fell over the shop. She took advan-
tage of  the astonished silence her statement had
caused. “They’ll shut me up and never let me
out. They’ll make me start having babies the day
after the wedding. And if  those babies aren’t
boys, his mother will make my life a misery. A
total misery ...”

“Nonsense,” said Gautam. “She’s a lovely
lady. She still gives me sweets from time to time—
when I bring her orders to her house.”

“You’re not a girl,” replied Nalini. “She
hardly ever even smiles at me—or even her own
daughters.”

“Come now,” said their father, smiling slightly.
“Just because neither Rajiv nor his mother is a
chatterbox like the two of  you ...”

Nalini felt that it was now or never to ask the
question that had come to haunt her during the
last few months. “Pappa, do I have to get married
now?”

She dropped her eyes before her father’s hard
stare. Rajiv was the richest farmer in their vil-
lage. His asking for her hand in marriage was an
honour for her family and herself. And her father
and Gautam and their older brothers who were
living in Bombay with families of  their own—
they were all working hard to save for her dowry,
the money as well as clothes and sheets and other
household goods that every girl in India brings to
her bridegroom when she marries. “Pappa, if  my
marriage were postponed, you wouldn’t all have
to work so hard to pay my dowry.  You would
have much more time ...”

Her father reached out and stroked her hand
as he shook his head.

“If  Rajiv really wants me,” Nalini went on
recklessly, “he’ll wait.” Going to the counter, she
began sorting the new saris by their colours and
patterns. Then she hung a few next to others al-
ready displayed on the wall hooks so that they
looked like a rainbow. Finally, she reached into
the packages of  bangles, selected a few carefully
and pinned them to the gossamer fabrics that set
them off  best. No one stopped her. When she
turned around, she found Gautam’s eyes wide
with wonder. Their father also seemed im-

pressed; with a display like this, many of  his cus-
tomers would at the very least be tempted to buy
more than they had planned. She probably
could also show the women what would suit
them best—sometimes the cheaper, but some-
times the more expensive cloth. She had her
mother’s gift for knowing what brought out a
woman’s best features.

“You see, Pappa,” she said, “you really need
me much more than Rajiv does. And I can do
accounts just as well as Gautam—because he
taught me.”

“Oh?” asked their father.
“Yes,” confessed Gautam. “I though Nalini

would be a better wife if  she could help with the
household accounts.”

“Well,” said their father, after a long silence,
“I’ll talk with Rajiv. Maybe he’ll agree to post-
poning the marriage a bit, but I’m not making
any promises, Nalini.” Even a year or two, he
thought. Fourteen was young; her own mother
had been sixteen at their wedding. If  someone
other than Rajiv had asked for Nalini’s hand, he
probably would have said that the child was too
young for marriage, especially in these new mod-
ern times when some girls, city girls, even chose
their husbands.  And now that Nalini had shown
these skills—she might increase the volume of
the shopís business a good deal. That in itself
would reduce the burden of  the dowry—that,
plus the additional time...

Gautam’s thoughts were somewhat different.
In four years, Nalini would be eighteen, like him-
self. A true woman who could be a true compan-
ion to her husband. And if  Rajiv didn’t want her
then, she would probably have met smarter—
even richer—men from Bombay who would
want a woman like her to help them in their busi-
ness. That might be dowry enough. And perhaps
she would really like one of  them ...

For further discussion:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights
of  the Child defines the end of  childhood as the
age of 18.
•How would you feel about getting married at

the age of  14 or 16 or even 17 or 18? In many
countries, unicef  is trying to persuade Govern-
ments to make 18 the minimum age of  mar-
riage for girls.
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•Is there a minimum age for boys in your coun-
try—or any other that you know of ? How
would you find out?

•Does the custom of  dowry still exist in your
country?  What form does it take?  Whose
family pays for a wedding? What is bride
price? Do you think it is a better or worse cus-
tom than dowry?

•Are your parents matchmakers? Do they do
anything to see that you meet the kind of  per-
son they’d want you to marry?

•Why does Nalini fear that her life will be miser-
able if  she has daughters rather than sons?
Which would you want (if  you care at all) as
your first child—a girl or a boy? Why?

Why has Wanjiku dropped out of school?

As Nyambura lowered her pail into the sun-
dappled stream from which she fetched her
family’s water each morning, she heard a pure,
high voice singing the old song about the maize
flowers blooming all over Kenya.

It was Wanjiku; the voice was unmistakable—
and much missed in class now that her parents
had pulled her out of  school to help her mother
at home after the birth of  her latest brother.
Nyambura didn’t quite understand why they had
done that; her own mother had just as much
work as Wanjiku’s. And it made her uncomfort-
able that she was still in school when Wanjiku
wasn’t. She set her pail down and ran up the
path to greet her former classmate; she didn’t
want Wanjiku to feel that they weren’t close
friends just because they no longer saw each
other daily.

“We got a new goat to go with my new
brother,” said Wanjiku as Nyambura took her
hand.

“Which one is  more trouble?” asked
Nyambura, smiling.

“It’s hard to tell. The goat, I guess.  Yesterday
it ate the sleeve
of  my red blouse.”

They laughed together and, at the stream’s
edge, kicked off  their sandals to cool their feet in
the water.

“It’s my little sister who’s exciting,” said
Wanjiku.  “She’s
beginning to talk.  She still stumbles when she

walks, but she chatters away.  Just like me at her
age, Mamma says.”

Nyambura wondered if  Wanjiku’s baby sister
would ever go to school. She tried to remember
the proverb her mother had learned at the dress-
making centre where she had also learned to
read a few years before. All the eight-year-old girl
could recall, though, was that when she had
asked if  she should stay at home like Wanjiku, to
help with the younger children and the other
household chores, her mother had pulled her
ears gently and said, “Not you, honeypot. With
that head of  yours, you’re going to write the kind
of  books that taught me how to read.”

“And your father thinks the same,” his voice
had boomed suddenly in the doorway, “so don’t
go asking him such foolish things.” He had en-
tered the house, smiling, and threatened to tickle
her to death if  she raised the question again.
That had closed the matter—for her at least...
The problem, thought Nyambura, as she looked
at her friend’s rippled reflection in the water, was
that Wanjiku’s head was just as good as hers—
different, but every bit as good. One of  the rea-
sons that she missed Wanjiku so much in class
was that her friend’s answers to their teacher’s
questions often set off  new thoughts in her own
head. Had each made the other’s head better?

And now Wanjiku was asking just the ques-
tion Nyambura had been dreading: “What’s go-
ing on at school?”

“We’re learning division,” she replied.  “It’s
easy,” she added,
remembering how good Wanjiku had been at
math. “I could teach it to you if  you like.” Sud-
denly she realized that she’d said something
wrong.

“Of  course it’s easy,” Wanjiku retorted.  “Just
the opposite of  the times tables we were doing
when I left.  If  five times two is ten, then two goes
into ten five times.” She stood up and filled her
pail.  “You know,” she said, “I bet I can get my
older brother to teach me everything he’s
learned in school.  I don’t really need to go my-
self.”

Nyambura wondered, but said nothing.  That
brother wasn’t very interested in school—and he
never seemed to have time for anyone but his
friends.  Then her mother’s proverb came back
to her: “Educate a boy and you educate one per-
son; educate a girl and you educate a nation.”
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Hmong from Laos _________________ White American

Preferred age for females 
to marry?
For males?

Females:14-16. 
Males: 18-22. 

What skills should a 
female have before 
marriage?

The wife moves into the 
husband’s household, and 
the mother-in-law helps 
“finish” the girl’s training. 

Each should be capable of 
living successfully as an 
individual. 

Is there “bride price”?
Is there “groom price”? 

Bride price seals the 
contract between families. 

Groom price (bride’s 
family pays for the 
wedding). 

What is the reason for 
marriage?

Alliances between families 
and clans. 
Having and raising 
children. 

Personal fulfillment. 
Having and raising 
children. 

Are there choices of 
mates that are forbidden 
or undesirable?

Marriage to someone with 
the same clan name is 
forbidden. 

Are there choices that are 
preferred? 

Wives from families of the 
mother, grandmother, or 
other relative with a 
different clan name. 

What is the role of the 
mother-in-law?

The bride becomes like a 
daughter to the 
mother-in-law, whose 
own daughter goes with 
her husband’s family. 

Who raises the children? The grandparents provide 
primary child care, 
especially for the first 
children. Parents learn 
“on the job.”

Parents are expected to 
know how to raise their 
children when they begin 
a family. 

Human Themes
Make a large chart and put the following questions down the left side. Find out what cultural groups are represented in your school, and put the se across
the top. In each cell of the chart, fill in the answers to the questions.  Look for similarities and differences. Try to decipher the “human theme” that
underlies the variations in how cultures regard marriage and the role of the female in society.
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The Arabs: Activities for the Elementary
School Level

Audrey Shabbas, Carol El-Shaieb and Ahlam Nabulsi,
AWAIR, 1991.
Here are the things that make for peace—activi-
ties that put a human face on the peoples of  the
Arab World. At the same time, students, through
these 25 hands-on projects, can develop new
skills and understanding as they cook, weave,
macrame, sing, dance, recycle, make soap, play
games, tell stories and much more. K-7th across
curriculum, 60 pp. spiralbound $16.00.
ADOPTED: San Francisco Unified. MODEL:
for all of  Oakland Unified’s multi-cultural cur-
riculum.

As the Arabs Say... Volume II.

Arabic Proverbs, recalled and interpreted by Isa
Sabbagh, 1985.
A marvelous collection of  proverbs refelecting
the nuances of  color, poetry and wit of  this cul-
ture. Points our the often different interpreta-
tions of  basic moral values and behavioral
attitudes among divergent peoples. Here is beau-
tifully interpreted Arabic calligraphy, along with
translation, historical explanation and anec-
dotes. 128 pp. $11.00

Fabled Cities, Princes and Jinn: From
Arab Myths and Legends

Retold by Khairat Al-Saleh, illustrated by Rashad N.
Salim. Peter Bedrick Books.
This collection tells 40 tales from Arabia begin-
ning with the ancient myths of  pre-Islamic times
up to the folktales of  the Golden Age of  the Arab
Muslim culture. Featuring 18 full-color illustra-
tions, 38 line drawings and historical commen-
tary, this book will carry readers to the Arabia of
old.  5th-adult, 132 pp. $22.50

Geometric Concepts in Islamic Art

Issam El-Said and Ayse Parman, Dale Seymour Publi-
cations, 1976.
This book combines clear photographs of  works
of  Islamic art with diagrams showing their un-
derlying structure. Most of  the examples are
from architecture, but essays are included on the
relationship between pattern and calligraphy, po-
etry, music and the applied arts. This work will
awaken interest in geometry and fascinate those
who are already interested. 5th-12th, social stud-
ies/math, 154 pp. $13.95

AWAIR:
Arab World and Islamic Resources
Arab World and Islamic Resources, Berkeley, Cali-
fornia is a non-profit dedicated to the awareness of
Arab and Islamic culture. We work primarily with
schools, making a range of informative material
available so that both the curious and proud have an
exciting means of connecting to the heritage.

The Arab Americans

Alixa Naff, Chelsea House, 1988.
This volume begins with the late 19th century
Syrians who first left Ottoman—ruled Syria/
Lebanon to make their fortune in the New
World. They were fully assimilated when a sec-
ond wave of  Arab immigrants—educated profes-
sionals from Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and
Syria—who arrived after World War II.

Arab Folktales

Inea Bushnaq, Pantheon Books, New York, 1986.
Here are 131 oral Arab folktales from palaces,
villages, bazaars and the desert. Many are as
short as one page. Visuals drawn from women’s
weavings and needlework break up the text and
add to the readability of  these wonderful stories.
7th-12th, social studies/humanities,  $16.00

The Arab World Notebook:
For the Secondary School Level

Audrey Shabbas and Ayad Al-Quazzaz, editors,
Najda, 1990.
Loose-leaf  binder of  some 460 pages of  duplicat-
ing masters. There are lesson plans that relate the
Arab World to students’ lives. There are exten-
sive lists of  other available resources. These mate-
rials have the power to exorcise stereotypes and
replace them with understandings. The quality is
high—very high—and so is the interest level.
7th-12th, and undergraduate college courses, so-
cial studies/across the curriculum. $39.95.

Arabian Cuisine

Anne Marie Weiss-Armush, illustrated by J. Berry.
This book presents in recipes, notes and fantastic
line drawings, well known dishes, foods with cul-
tural significance—marking the end of  the
Ramadan fast or the birth of  a child—as well as
simple family dishes that have served a rugged
people for centuries. Sprinkled throughout the
work are numerous Arabian proverbs that relate
to food and eating. 6th-adult, 402 pp. $21.95.
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Academic Communication Assoc.
4149 Avenida de la Plata, P.O. Box 586249,
Oceanside, CA 92058-6249. 619-748-9593. Spanish.

Addison-Wesley Publishing Co.
220 B Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City, CA
94065, 800-533-4075, 415-594-4434. Spanish.

AIMS International Books
7709 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45231, 513-
521-5590, 800-733-2067, FAX 513-521-5592. Span..

Arroyo Books
125 South Avenue 57, Los Angeles, CA 90042, 213-
259-8850, FAX 213-259-9283. Spanish.

Arte Público Press-Univ. of Houston
Houston, TX 77204-2090, 713-743-2841, 800-633-
ARTE, FAX 713-743-2847. Spanish.

Aspectos Culturales
1219 Luisa Street, Suite 2, Santa Fe, New Mexico
87505. 505-986-0799, FAX 505-986-1499. Spanish.

Ballard & Tighe Publishers
480 Atlas Street, Brea, CA 92621-3117, 800-321-
4332. Spanish.

Barron’s Collections
250 Wireless Blvd., Hauppauge, NY 11788, 516-434-
3311, FAX 516-434-3723, 800-645-3476. Spanish.

Bellwork Enterprises
P.O. Box 205, Stanton, CA 90680, 800-782-8869,
Spanish.

Bilingual Educational Services
2514 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007,
213-749-6213, 800-448-6032, FAX 213-749-1820.
Spanish.

Binet International
P.O. Box 1429, Carlsbad, CA 92018, 619-941-7929,
FAX 619-434-5630. Spanish.

Brimar Tormont
338 E. Saint Antoine Street, Montreal (Quebec),
Canada H2Y 1A3, 514-954-1441, FAX 514-954-
1443. Spanish

Carvajal International, Inc.
901 Ponce de León Boulevard, Suite 901, Coral
Gables, FL 33134, 800-622-6657, FAX 305-448-
9942. Spanish.

Cayton Resources
105 Shooting Star Isle, Foster City, CA  94404, 800-
698-3224, 415-349-3979, FAX 415-312-9599. Span..

CELTA Amaquemecan
Rosario 12, C.P. 56900, Edo. de México, 011-597-8-
01-45, FAX 011-597-8-03-52. Spanish.

Charlesbridge Publishing
85 Main Street, Watertown, MA 02172, 800-926-

0329. Spanish.

Cheng & Tsui Company
25 West Street, Boston, Massachusetts  02111. 617-
426-6074, FAX 617-426-3669. Chinese.

Children’s Book Press
6400 Hollis St., Ste. 4, Emeryville, CA 94608, 510-
655-3395, FAX 510-655-1978. Spanish.

Childrens Press & Franklin Watts
5440 N. Cumberland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60656,
800-621-1115, FAX 321-693-0574. Spanish.

China Books & Periodicals
2929 Twenty-fourth Street, San Francisco, CA
94110. 415-282-2994, FAX 415-282-0994. Chinese.

Claudia’s Caravan
Multicultural/Multilingual Materials, P. O. Box 1582,
Alameda, CA 94501, 510-521-7871, FAX 510-769-
6230, Spanish.

CONAFE
Leibritz 166 Col. Nueva Anzures C.P., México, D.F.
11590, 011-525-254-29-37, FAX 011-525-531-92-
65; 250-04-74, Spanish.

Continental Book Company
80-00 Cooper Avenue, Bldg. #29, Glendale, New
York  11385, 718-326-0560, FAX 718-326-4276.
Spanish.

Continental Press
520 East Bainbridge Street, Elizabethtown, PA
17022, 800-233-0759, FAX 717-367-5660. Spanish.

Coquena Grupo Editor
Sarmiento 1562 3 E, (1042) Buenos Aires, República
Argentina, 382-8418-3679-0968, 382-1550-1886-
1799, FAX 011-54-1-382-1881. Spanish.

Curriculum Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 2001, N. Bilerica, MA  01862, 800-225-
0248, FAX 508-667-5706. Span.

Dawn Publications
14618 Tyler Foote Road, Nevada City, CA 95959,
800-545-7475, FAX 916-292-4258. Spanish.

D. C. Heath and Company
1701 Novato Blvd., #209, Novato, CA 94947, 415-
897-4151, Spanish.

DDL Books, Inc.
6521 N.W. 87th Avenue, Miami, FL  33178, 800-
635-4276, FAX 305-477-5632. Spanish.

Delos Publications
726 Paris Way, Placentia, CA 92670-8900, 714-528-
8900, Spanish.

Dominie Press, Inc.
5945 Pacific Center Blvd. Suite 505, San Diego, CA
92121, 800-232-4570, FAX 619-546-8822. Spanish.

Sources for Bilingual Materials for Chinese, Korean, Spanish & Vietnamese Students
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Estrellita Accelerated
P.O. Box 20803, Oxnard, CA 93034-0803, 805-985-
9743. Spanish.

Evaluation, Dissemination and  Assessment
Center (EDAC)
5300 Paseo Rancho Castilla, Box 2-019, Los Angeles,
CA  90032. 213-343-4872. Chinese, Korean.

Federación de Gremios de Editores de
España
Instituto Español de Comercio Exterior, Juan Ramón
Jiménez, 45-9. Izda, 28036-Madrid, Spain, 34- 345-
4086 or 350-9105 or 350-9103, FAX (34-1) 345 43
51. Spanish.

Firefly Books Ltd.
Distributor for Annick Press, 250 Sparks Ave.,
Willowdale, Ontario, Canada M2H-2S4H. 416-499-
8412, FAX 416-499-8313. Chinese,. Spanish.

Flame Co.
31 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY  10570, 914-
769-4132, FAX 914-769-4145. Spanish.

Fondo de Cultura Económica, USA
Books On Wings, 1717 17th Street, San Francisco,
CA 94103, 415-863-5692, FAX 415-863-5471.
Spanish.

Glencoe, MacMillan/McGraw-Hill
15319 Chatsworth Street, Mission Hills, CA 91346,
818-898-1391, 800-423-9534, FAX 818-365-5489.
Spanish.

Globe Fearon Educational Publisher
Customer Service Center, 4350 Equity Drive, P.O.
Box 2649, Columbus, OH 43216, 800-848-9500,
FAX 1-614-771-7361. Spanish.

Graphic Learning
61 Mattatuck Heights, Waterbury, CT  06705, 800-
874-0029, FAX 203-756-2895. Spanish, Vietnamese.

Hampton-Brown Book Company
26385 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Carmel, CA 93923,
408-625-3666, FAX 408-625-8619, Spanish.

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.
23456 Madero, Suite 230, Mission Viejo, CA  92691,
714-470-7945, FAX 714-470-7949, School Depart-
ment, 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida
32821-9989, 800-426-6577. Spanish.

Heinle & Heinle Publishers
A Division of Wadsworth, Inc., 20 Park Plazal, Bos-
ton, MA  02116, 800-278-2574, FAX 617-426-4379.
Spanish.

Hispanic Books Distributors, Inc.
1665 W. Grant Road, Tucson, AZ  85745, 602-882-
9484, 800-634-2124. FAX 602-882-7696, Spanish.

Hong Bang Thu Xa
2471 Alvin Avenue, San Jose, CA 95121, 408 270-
0865, FAX 408-238-0106. Vietnamese.

Dong-A Book Plaza
3460 W. 8th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90005, 213-
382-7100, FAX 213-382-2819. Korean.

Downhill Books for Teachers & Children
62 - 17th Street, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254, 310-
379-9855, FAX 310-379-9855. Spanish.

Early Work Learning Tools
P.O. Box 5635, Petaluma, CA 94955-5635, 707-765-
1993, FAX 707-769-0801. Spanish.

Ediciones Corunda
Oaxaca  No. 1, Esquina Periférico Sur, San Jerónimo
Aculco, Del. Magdalena Contreras, 10700 México,
D.F., 011-525-568-4771, Fax 011-525-652-5211.
Spanish.

EDITER (Editorial Emilio Rojas)
2059 Village Park Way 222, Encinitas, CA 92024,
619-632-9746, Spanish.

Editores Mexicanos Unidos, S.A.
Luis González Obregón No. 5, México 1, D.F., A.P.
45671, C.P. 06020, 011-525-521-88-70 al 74, FAX
011-525-512-85-16, Spanish.

Editorial Esfinge
Distribuidor, Esfuerzo 18-A, Naucalpan, Edo. de
México, C.P. 53510, 359-11-11, FAX 576-13-43,
Spanish.

Editorial Patria, S.A. de C.V.
San Lorenzo 160, Iztapalapa, 09860 México, D.F.,
México, 011-525-656-1566, FAX 011-525-550-8359.
Spanish.

Editorial Trillas
Calzada de La Viga 1132, Col. Apatlaco, C.P. 09439,
México D.F., 011-525-633-1112, FAX 011-525-634-
2221. Spanish.

Editorial Troquel
Sociedad Anónima, Pichincha 969 (1219) Buenos
Aires, Argentina, 941-7943; 943-6933, FAX 941-
3110. Spanish.

Education In Motion
P.O. Box 224, Pico Rivera, CA 90660, 310-921-
7077. Spanish.

Educational Design
345 Hudson Street, New York, NY  10014-4502,
800-221-9372, FAX 212-675-6922. Spanish.

EDUMATE-Educational Materials
2231 Morena Blvd., San Diego, CA  92110, 619-275-
7117, FAX 619-275-7120. Spanish.

El Correo de Cuentos
PO Box 6652, Pico Rivera, CA 90661, 818-446-
0123, FAX 818-445-2930. Span.

Encyclopedia Britannica Educational Corp.
Instructional Materials, 310 South Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, IL.  60604, 312-347-7000, FAX 312-347-
7966. Spanish.
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Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.
577 Airport Blvd., Burlingame, CA  94010, 800-228-
4658, FAX 415-579-0640. Spanish.

Houghton Mifflin
13400 Midway Road, Dallas, TX  75244-5165, 800-
559-7700, FAX 800-733-2098. Spanish.

Imported Books
2025 West Clarendon, P.O. Box 4414, Dallas,
Texas 75208, 214-941-6497, Spanish.

JACP
414 East Third Ave., San Mateo, 415-343-9408, FAX
415-343-5711. Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese.

Jabberwocky
37 Commercial Blvd., Novato, CA 94949, 800-227-
2020, FAX 415-883-1849. Span.

Kidship Associates
P.O. Box 1348, South Gate, CA 90280-1348, 213-
564-9311. Spanish.

Knowledge Industries, Inc.
405 Waukena Avenue, Oceanside, NY  11572. 800-
713-7323, FAX 718-935-9232. Chinese, Spanish.

Korea Book Center
Jeong-Eum-Sa Imports, Inc., 928 S. Western Ave.
#151, Los Angeles, CA  90006. 213-387-0234, 213-
745-7784, FAX 213-745-7782. Korean.

Laredo Publishing Company
22930 Lockness Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501, 310-
517-1890, 800-547-5113, FAX 310-517-1892. Span-
ish.

Latin Trading Corporation
Distributor for Ediciones Pedagógicas (EPSA),
Grupo Noriega, Publicaciones Cultural, Editorial
Patria, 539 W. H  St., Ste. B, Chula Vista, CA
91910-4301, 800-257-7248. 619-427-7867, FAX
619-476-1817. Spanish.

Lectorum Publications
137 W. 14th Street, New York, NY 10011, 800-
345-5946, FAX 212-727-3035, Spanish.

Librería y Galería San José
P.O. Box 8068, San Jose, CA  95155-8068, 408-971-
7752, FAX 408-295-5726. Spanish.

Librería del Lobo, Inc.
Distributor for Sigmar, Vicens Vives, Anaya,
Ediciones SM, P.O. Box 3434, Gaithersburg, MD
20885-3434, 301-948-3384, FAX 301-963-8220.
Spanish.

Libresa
Murgen 364 entre Jorge Juan y Ulloa, P.O. Box 17-
01-356, Quito - Ecuador, 5932-230-925/502-993/
526-325/525-581, FAX 5932-502-992, Spanish.

Libros Hispanoamericanos
P.O. Box 480380, Los Angeles, CA 90048, 619-448-
7282, FAX 213-658-8132, Spanish

Libros, Publicaciones Y Artes Chinos, S.A.
Leandro Valle 2, San Lorenzo Acopilco, Cuajimalpa,
México, D.F. 05410, 011-525-811-0392/811-0432,
FAX 011-525-811-0493, Spanish.

Libros Rodríguez
P.O. Box 2854 - 2160 Olga Street, Oxnard, CA
93034, 805- 983-2033, FAX  805-981-9504. Spanish.

Libros Sin Fronteras
P. O. Box 2085, Olympia, WA  98507-2085, 206-
357-4332, FAX 206-357-4332. Spanish.

Limusa Noriega Editores
Balderas No. 95, Centro, México, D.F., 06040, 011-
521-21-05, 521-21-87, FAX 510-94-15, 512-29-03,
Spanish.

Los Andes Publishing Company
Distributor for Anaya, Algaida, Sigmar, Ediciones
Rialp, P.O. Box 2344, La Puente, CA 91746 (Mail-
ing), 8303 El Alondra Boulevard, Paramount, CA
90723, 800-532-8872, 310-220-2841, FAX 310-531-
0799. Spanish.

Los Tlacuilos Bribiescas
7007 Greenleaf Avenue, Suite 101, Whittier, CA
90602, 310-693-9373, FAX 310-698-1968. Spanish.

MacMillan/McGraw-Hill
149 Stony Circle, Suite 210, Santa Rosa, CA 95401,
707-579-4700, 220 East Danieldale Road, De Soto,
Texas  75115, 800-442-9685, FAX 707-579-4765.
Spanish.

Marin Publications
1575 42nd Street, San Diego, CA 92105, 619-263-
8368, FAX 619-263-8368. Span.

Mariposa Transformative Educational Serv.
P.O. Box 1029, Middletown, CA 95461, 707- 987-
2102, FAX 707-987-2655. Span.

Mariuccia Iaconi Books Imports, Inc.
Distributor for Ediciones SM, 970 Tennessee Street,
San Francisco, CA 94107, 415-821-1216, 800-955-
9577, FAX 415-821-1596. Spanish.

Miller Educational Materials, Inc
7300 Artesia Blvd., Buena Park, CA  90621, 818-
576-7480, FAX 714-562-0237, Spanish.

Mimosa Publications
90 New Montgomery, Suite 1414, San Francisco, CA
94105, 415-982-5350, FAX 415-995-7155, Spanish.

MN Bilingual Publications
5300 La Fiesta, Yorba Linda, CA  92687-4009, 714-
692-2104, FAX 714-692-2104. Chinese, Spanish,
Vietnamese.

Modern Curriculum Press, Inc.
4350 Equity Drive/P.O Box 2649, Columbus, OH
43216, 800-321-3106, FAX  614-771-7361. Spanish.

Monty’s Multicultural Book Center
8434 Pershing Drive, Playa Del Rey, CA 90293. 310-
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Primary Publications
40426 Carmelita Court, Fremont, CA 94530, 510-
656-9234. Spanish.

Publicaciones Cultural
Renacimiento 180, Colonia San Juan Tilhuaca,
Delegacion Azcapotzalco, C.P. 02400, México, D.F.,
Apdo. Postal 17-44y 17-889, 011-525-561-8333,
FAX 011-525-561-9122. Spanish.

Putnam Publishing Group
Distributor for Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 390
Murray Hill Parkway, East Rutherford, NJ 07073-
2185, 201-933-9292, FAX 201-933-4927. Spanish.

Red Crane Books
2008 Rosina, Suite B, Santa Fe, NM  87505, 505-988-
7070, FAX 505-989-7476. Spanish.

Rei America
6355 N.W. 36th Street, Miami, FL 33166, 305-871-
4829, FAX 305-871-8032. Spanish.

Rigby
P.O. Box 797, Crystal Lake, IL 60039, 800-822-8661,
FAX 708-516-0283. Spanish.

Rourke Publishing Group
P.O. Box 3328, Vero Beach, FL 32964, 407-465-
4575, FAX 407-465-3132. Span.

SRA Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
P.O. Box  543, Blacklick, OH  43004-0544, 800-843-
8855, 1221  Farmers Lane, Santa Rosa, CA  95405,
800-882-2502, FAX 614-860-1877. Spanish.

Saddleback Educational, Inc.
3505 Cadillac Ave. Building F-9, Costa Mesa, CA
92626, 714- 540-4010, FAX 714-545-1108. Spanish.

Sam Seong Publishing
3130 Wilshire Blvd. #405, Los Angeles, CA 90010,
213-385-8333, FAX 213-385-5353. Korean.

Sam Tuo Book Center
3003 W. OLympic Blvd. # 105, Los Angeles, CA
90006, 213-380-0212, FAX 213-380-0264. Korean.

Santillana Publishing Company
901 W. Walnut Street, Compton, CA 90220, 800-
245-8584, FAX 310-631-0209. Spanish.

Scarecrow Press
52 Liberty Street, P.O. Box  4167, Metuchen, New
Jersey.  08840, 908-548-8600, FAX 905-548-5767.
Spanish.

Scholars’ Books
1379 E. 53rd St., Chicago, IL 60615. 312-288-6565,
FAX 312-268-9854. Chinese.

Scholastic Inc.
2931 E. McCarty St., Jefferson City, MO  65101.
800-325-6149, FAX 314-635-5881. Chinese, Spanish,
Vietnamese.

822-4320, FAX 310-823-5145. Korean.

Multi-Cultural Audio Video Systems
28880 Southfield Road, Suite 183, Lathruv Village, MI
48076, 800-567-2220, FAX 519-735-5043. Chinese,
Spanish, Vietnamese.

Multicultural Distributing Center
800 N. Grand Avenue, Covina, CA 91724. 800-LEP-
HELP, 818- 859-3133, FAX 818-859-3136. Chinese,
Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese.

National Dissemination Center-CMI
50 Constitution Drive, Taunton, MA  02780, 508-
824-7188. Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese.

National Textbook Company
4255 W. Touhy Avenue, Lincolnwood, IL  60646,
708-679-5500, 708-679-4210, FAX 708-679-2494.
Spanish.

National Women’s History Project
7738 Bell Road, Windsor, CA  95492. 707-838-
6000. Chinese, Spanish.

Niños
P.O. Box 1163, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1163, 800-
634-3304, FAX 313-747-8526. Spanish.

Oddo Publishing
P.O. Box 68, Fayetteville, GA 30214, 404-461-7627,
FAX 404-461-8535, Spanish.

Open Court Publishing Company
P.O. Box 1326, San Carlos, CA 94070, 415-369-
6850, 800-435-6850. Spanish.

Pacific Asia Press
800 N. Grand Avenue, Covina, CA  91724. 818-859-
3133, FAX 818-859-3136. Chinese, Korean.

Pan American Publishing Co., Inc.
4362 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90029, 213-
665-1241, FAX 213-665-8518, Spanish.

Pan Asian Publications (USA) Inc.
29564 Union City Blvd., Union City, CA 94587. 510-
475-1185, FAX 510-475-1489. Chinese, Korean,
Vietnamese.

PEM Press
Pathway Book Service, Lower Village, Gilsum, NH
03448, 800-345-6665, FAX 603-357-2073. Spanish.

Perma-Bound
229 Spreckles Drive, Aptos, CA 95003, 408-662-
2563. Spanish.

Petra Ediciones
López Cotilla 1225-A, CP 44160 Col. Americana,
Guadalajara, Jalisco, México, 011-525 (3) 625 41 04.
Spanish.

Prentice/Hall Regents
Paramount Publishing Education Group, 200 E.
Sandpointe, Suite 520, Santa Ana, CA 92707, 800-
375-2375, FAX 714-241-8759. Spanish.
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Scott Foresman Company
P.O. Box 3633, Sunnyvale, CA 94088, 800-628-4480,
FAX 408-732-4605. Spanish.

Shen’s Books & Supplies
821 S. First Avenue, Arcadia, CA 91006. 818-445-
6958, 800-456-6660, FAX  818-445-6940. Chinese,
Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese.

Silver Burdett Ginn
2001 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126, 408-248-
6854, FAX 408-248-6907. Spanish.

SITESA/MEXICO
(U.S. Distributors see:  Edumate, Ateneo Booksell-
ers, Librería del Lobo, Libros Rodríguez, Iaconi
Book  Imports), San Marcos 102, Col Tlalpan,
México City, México 14000, 011-525-655-9144,
FAX 011-525-573-9412, Spanish.

Spectrum Books
P.O.  Box 4365, Thousand Oaks, CA  91359, 818-
707-3336, FAX 818-707-4446. Spanish.

Spizzirri Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Box 9397, Rapid City, SD 57709, 800-325-
9819, FAX 605-348-6251. Spanish.

Steck-Vaughn Company
P.O. Box 26015, Austin, TX  78755, 512-343-8227,
800-626-5052. Spanish.

Sundance Publishers & Distributors
P.O.  Box 1326, Littleton, MA 01460, 800-245-3388
x 151, FAX 800-456-2419. Spanish.

Sunstone Press
239 Johnson Street, P.O. Box 2321, Santa Fe, NM
87504-2321, 505-988-4418, 800-243-5644, FAX
505-988-1025. Spanish.

T R  Books
822 N. Walnut, New Braunfels, TX  78130, 210-
625-2665, 800-659-4710, FAX 210-620-0470. Span.

Teacher Designed Learning, Inc.
17150 Newhope Street, Suite 404, Fountain Valley,
CA 92708, 714-966-2469, FAX 714-962-3949.
Spanish.

Toan Thu Bookstore
37 S. 4th Street, San Jose, CA 95112, 408 292-2788,
FAX 408-292-2788. Vietnamese.

Tres Culturas Editores
Transversal 30 No 81-49, Apartado Aéreo 77596,
Santafé de Bogotá- Colombia, 011-256-81-25. Span..

Treasure Chest Enterprises
1710 Carrie Hills Lane, La Habra Heights, CA
90361, Spanish, Vietnamese.

Troll Associates
100 Corporate Drive, Mahwah, NJ 07430, 800-526-
5289 ext 1118, FAX   210-529-9347. Spanish.

Tu Do Bookstore

1698 Tully Road #158, San Jose, CA 95122, 408-
453-3970. Vietnamese.

Turtleback Books
Moore Associates, Representatives, 14506 Flicker
Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95949, 800-448-8939, 916-
272-3124. Spanish.

USBORNE
Dale Rettinger & Associates, P.O. Box 31296, 1407
Church Street,  San Francisco, CA 94131-0296, 415-
285-1175, FAX 415-285-6367. Spanish.

Van Khoa Bookstore
9200 Bolsa Ave. #123, Westminister, CA 92683,
714 892-0801, FAX 714-892-0801. Vietnamese.

Western Continental Book, Inc.
625 E. 70th Ave., #5, Denver, CO  80229, 303-289-
1761, FAX 303-289-1764. Spanish.

Wildlife Education, Ltd.
9820 Willow Creek Rd., Suite 300, San Diego, CA
92131, 619-578-9637, FAX 619-578-9658. Spanish.

World Educational Guil
3460 Torrance Blvd., Suite 101, Torrance, CA
90508, 310-316-1211, FAX  310-378-6024. Spanish.

Wright Group Publishers
19201 120th Avenue NE, Bothell, WA  98011-9512,
800- 523-2371 ext 300, FAX   206-486-7868. Span..

Yo Puedo Children’s Books
357 Broadway, Chula Vista, CA 91910, 619-585-
3431, FAX 619-585-3431. Spanish.

Zaner-Bloser Educational Publishers
2200 West Fifth Avenue - P. O. Box 16764, Colum-
bus, OH 43216-6764, 614-487-2820, 614-486-0221,
FAX 614-487-2699. Spanish.

Zoobooks/Wildlife Educ., Ltd.
9820 Willow Creek Road, Suite 300, San Diego, CA
92131-1112, 619-578-2440, FAX 619-578-9658,
Spanish.

Wah Keong Book Co., Inc.
41-35 Kissena Blvd., Flushing, NY 11355. 718-762-
8889. Chinese.

Armenian, Russian, Ukrainian

Russian Information Services
89 Main Street, Montpelier VT 05602. 800-639-
4301.

Szwede Slavic Books
PO Box 1214, Palo Alto CA 94302-1214. 415-327-
5590. Fax 415-327-8957.

Armenian Reference Books
PO Box 231, Glendale CA 91209. 818-504-2550.

Western Prelacy Book Order Dept.
4401 Russell Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90027. 213-
663-8273.
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Bilingual Hmong Photohistory

Above are photos from a new softcover
photohistory book by Roger Warner. This book
contains more than 200 never-before-seen pho-
tos from the Secret War in Laos, from those
Americans who were there, from the Thai PARU
archives, from refugee workers, and even from
the communist Pathet Lao and North Vietnam-
ese archives in Hanoi.

Finally, something of relevance for Hmong to
read! Emerging Hmong literates will be com-
pelled to figure out the text as they recognize
places, events, and even people. Children of
those who fought in the Secret War gain a
deeper understanding of the role their relatives
played, and have a way to explain their back-
ground to their non-Hmong friends.

This amazing collection of photos and the vast
knowledge that lies behind the pithy captions
comes from Roger Warner, author of Back Fire,
The Story of Dith Pran, and editor of Angkor Wat.
He has recently won an international award for
his work on the nonfiction account of the Laos
war, and the book will soon be published in pa-
perback.

The Southeast Asia Community Resource
Center provided funding for the development
of the manuscript and the printing of the bilin-
gual edition. The funds have been collected from
the sales of the various handbooks for teachers
(see the back page), and proceeds will replenish
this development fund.

English only edition:

Roger Warner, 171 Argilla

Road, Ipswich MA 01938,

warner@shore.net.

Hmong-English

edition: Southeast Asia

CommunityResource

Center, 2460 Cordova

Lane, Rancho Cordova

CA 95670. Fax (916) 635-

0174. seacrc@ns.net.

The price is $20 per copy

plus postage (includes tax;

the price without tax is

$18.57). Postage is $2.00

per copy or 10% for

orders over $40.00.

Discounts for “six-packs”

and cartons rather than a

wholesale price.



Non-profit
Bulk Rate

U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 140

Folsom, CA

#R001 Lao Alphabet Pstr $3.50
#R002 Lao Primer $4.00
#R003 Lao 1st Gr. Reader $5.00

#R004 Lao 2nd Gr. Reader $5.50
#R005 Lao 3rd Gr. Reader $6.50
#R006 Hmong Primer $4.00

Includes tax; $1.00 per item shipping/handling up to $30.00. Over $30.00, 10% s/h.

#9615 Hmong in America: Journey from a Secret War, Tim Pfaff, $13.00 (only ten copies).

#9614 Out of Laos: A Story of War and Exodus, Told in Photographs. Roger Warner. $20. (6-pack and
carton discounts). English/Hmong version available in June, 1996.

#9613 Introduction to Vietnamese Culture (Te, 1996. $5.00. Carton price $4.00).

#9512 Handbook for Teaching Armenian Speaking Students, Avakian, Ghazarian, 1995, 90 pages.  $7.00.

No carton discount.

#9411 Parent Involvement in School: A Handbook for Language Minority Parents & School Personnel (Vietnamese

Glossary & Summary), Huynh Dinh Te, 1994. $5.00. No carton discount.

#9410 Amerasians from Vietnam: A California Study, Chung & Le, 1994. $7.00. No carton discount.

#9409 Proceedings on the Conference on Champa, 1994. $7.00. No carton discount.

#9308 Selected Resources: People from Cambodia, Laos & Vietnam. Lewis, ed. $5.00. No carton discount.

#9207 Minority Cultures of Laos: Kammu, Lua’, Lahu, Hmong, and Mien. Lewis; Kam Raw, Vang, Elliott,
Matisoff, Yang, Crystal, Saepharn. 1992. 402 pages $15.00 (carton discount $12.00, 16 per
carton)

#S8801 Handbook for Teaching Hmong-Speaking Students Bliatout, Downing, Lewis, Yang, 1988.  $4.50
(carton discount for lots of 58: $3.50)

#S8802 Handbook for Teaching Khmer-Speaking Students Ouk, Huffman, Lewis, 1988.  $5.50 (carton
discount for lots of 40: $4.50)

#S8903 Handbook for Teaching Lao-Speaking Students Luangpraseut, Lewis 1989. $5.50 (carton discount
for lots of 42: $4.50)

#S8904 Introduction to the Indochinese and their Cultures  Chhim, Luangpraseut, Te, 1989, 1994. $9.00.
Carton discount: $7.00.

#S8805 English-Hmong Bilingual Dictionary of School Terminology  Cov Lus Mis Kuj Txhais ua Lus Hmoob

Huynh D Te, translated by Lue Vang, 1988. $2.00 (no carton price)

#S9006 Vietnamese Language Materials Sourcebook  Huynh Dinh Te, 1990. $2.00 (no carton discount)
Add California tax if applicable. For orders under $30.00 add $2.00 per copy shipping and handling. For orders over

$30.00,  add 10% shipping/handling. If you wish UPS for quantity orders,  please request it.

#S9999 CONTEXT: Southeast Asians & other newcomers in California,  annual
subscription. $10.00.

Make payable to Folsom Cordova USD/SEACRC—

Community

    Resource
          Center

South
east

Asia

13th annual

Southeast Asia Education Faire
March 15, 1997

Refugee Educators’ Network
This group of educators
meets at the above address
5 times per year
to share information
and plan an annual conference,
the Southeast Asian Education Faire—
9:00-11:30, 2nd Thursdays (a change
from previous years).

Join us!

September 12, 1996

November 14, 1996

January 9, 1997

February 13, 1997

May 8, 1997

Context:
c/o Folsom Cordova USD
Transitional English Programs Office
125 East Bidwell St
Folsom CA 95630
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