
Refugees & Immigrants

in Rancho Cordova




Definitions 


• Refugee: person seeking asylum


•  Immigrant: person choosing to relocate


• Language minority: another language at home


• English learner (EL): not yet tested as fluent


• FEP: tested as fluent (initial or reclassified)




Language Minority Students,’90-’10 




Languages Spoken, March 2010




Top 15 Languages (85% total)




Top 15 Birth Countries (93%)




Language Fluency




DISTRICT GROWTH




Phase I: 1980s


•  Aerojet downsizes, late 1970s

•  Saigon falls, 1975, political refugees from 

Vietnam 


•  “Boat people,” 1979-1982

•  Catholic Social Services resettled a large group in 

Redburn/Croetto apartments

•  Hmong, secondary migration from Oregon, etc., 

1982-86




Williamson 3rd grade, 1976-77




Redburn Lane, 1981




New Chinese refugee student, 1982




Summer school, 1982




Field trip, 1982 




High school students, mid-80s




Lue Vang, summer class, 1983




Hmong New Year, Hagen Park, 1984 




Hmong kids, Hagen Park, 1984




Project: Easy Information


•  Southeast Asia Community Resource Center


•  14 conferences


•  6000 items for checkout (now, CSUS)


•  14 handbooks


•  “Context” newsletter, 22 years




Southeast Asia Community Resource Ctr




Publishing of information


www.reninc.org 




14 annual conferences




Phase II: 1990s


•  Soviet Union opens, 1988


•  Mather closes, early 1990s


•  Religious refugees, 1989-2000


•  Russia, Ukraine, Armenia, Belarus, Moldova


•  Local pastors broadcast behind the iron curtain 
for years 




Change in population




Project: Heritage Languages


•  “Bring us 20 students and an instructor, and we’ll 
help you with a classroom and materials.”


•  32 Saturdays x 4 hours, 8 levels


•  Ukrainian, Russian, Armenian...and Spanish

•  Regional 


•  Golden Bell winner, 2007




Ukrainian Saturday School, 1994




Ukrainian Saturday School, 2007




Russian Saturday School, 2006




Armenian Saturday School, 2007




Phase III: 2000s


•  Wind-down of religious refugee flow


•  Obstacles to refugee processing, post-2001


•  Increase in construction


•  Increase in Spanish-speakers, 2000


•  Mostly Mexican




Spanish Saturday School, 2002




Spanish Saturday School, 2007




2005-06 CELDT results (only EL students are tested)
Armenian Russian Ukrainian Spanish

Beginning 0 0 3 12
Early Intermediate 3 6 7 22
Intermediate 6 11 13 29
Early Advanced 8 15 5 17
Advanced 4 10 1 10
Not tested (FEP) 24 27 16 32

45 69 45 122

Increased 1 or more levels on the CST-ELA (2005 v 2006)
(Students who were EL, and not Proficient or Advanced in 2005)

Armenian Russian Ukrainian Spanish
Attended Sat Sch 24% 20% 26% 22%
Did not attend 20% 11% 17% 7%

N= 21, 158 N=25, 412 N=23, 129 N=78, 1104

Effect of Heritage Language Study




Participation in 
Saturday Schools


2009-10 


Russian
 115 


Ukrainian
 186 


Spanish
 200 


Refugee vocab classes 
 20 ea 






Phase IV: 2010s


•  ??????


•  Iraqi and Afghan political refugees?


•  No mosque in Rancho Cordova


•  No local community


•  Impact of creative mortgages? 


•  Impact of slowed construction? 


•  Impact of border security?



